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EDITOR'S PREFACE. 

The first chapter in this volume forms the concluding chapter of 
the First Volume of the German Work. It answers to the Seventh 
Chapter of the Second Book of the first great division of the subject, 
which has for its aim to shew the origin of Ecclesiastical Dogma. The 
First Book treats of the Preparation for Dogma; the Second of the 
Laying of the Foundation. This Second Book begins with the second 
volume of the English Translation, and closes with the first chapter of 
the third volume now published. Thereafter commences the Second 
Part of the Work, which deals with the Dei^elopment of Dogma. The 
numbering of the chapters here begins anew, running on from I. to VI. 

The Second Volume of the German Work commences with the 
Second Part, and tells the story of the Development of Dogma till the 
time of Augustine. Only a portion of it appears in this volume. The 
remainder will form the contents of the Fourth Volume. The author 
has prefixed to the volume two prefaces, one to the first, the other 
to. the third Edition. These are here given. 

The Appendix on Manichaeism is the last of four which appear at 
the end of the first volume of the German Edition. The first three 
of these will be found at the end of the first volume of the English 
Edition. 

A. B. BRUCE. 

Glasgow y August, 1807. 
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AUTHOR'S PREFACE TO FIRST EDITION OF 
VOLUME II. OF THE GERMAN WORK. 

The first half of the second part of the History of Dogma is here 
given apart and as the second volume, because it is complete in itself, 
and I shall be prevented from completing the work at once by other 
tasks. 

The account contained in the following pages would have been shorter, 
if I could have persuaded myself of the correctness of the opinion, that 
a single, all-determining thought obtained its true development in the 
History of Dogma from the fourth to the eighth century. This opinion 
dominates, apart from a few monographs, all writings on the History of 
Dogma, and gives a uniform impress to the accounts of Protestants 
and Catholics. I share it within certain limits; but these very limits, 
which I have endeavoured to define, ^ have not yet received due 
attention. In the fourth century the formula that was correct, when 
judged by the conception of redemption of the ancient Church, pre- 
vailed ; but the Fathers, who finally secured its triumph, did not give it 
the exposition which it originally demanded. In the fifth century, or 
the seventh, on the contrary, a formula that, measured by the same 
standard, was incorrect, prevailed; yet it was associated with an ex- 
position that to some extent compensated for the incorrectness. In both 
cases, however, the imperfections of the conclusion, which are explained 
from various circumstances, became of the highest importance. For in 
them we find the reason why the phantom Christ did not wholly oust 
the historical; and, in order to overcome them, men turned anew to 
Philosophy, especially to Aristotle. The orthodox Church owes two 
things to the incorrect form in which the Trinitarian and Christological 
Dogma was finally stated: (i) contact with. the Gospel, and (2) renewed 
contact with ancient science, ix.y scholasticism. 

1 Vide pp. 167 ff. of this volume. 
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PREFACE. VII 

The account of these conditions demanded a more minute discussion 
of the process of the History of Dogma, than is usual in the ordinary 
text-books. Dogma developed slowly and amid great obstacles. No 
single step should be overlooked in the description, and, in particular, 
the period between the fourth and fifth Councils is not less important 
than any other. Political relationships, at no point decisive by them- 
selves, yet everywhere required, as well as western influences, careful 
attention. I should have discussed them still more thoroughly, if I had 
not been restrained by considerations of the extent of the book. I have 
included the state of affairs and developments in the West, so far as 
they were related to, and acted upon, those in the East. In the follow- 
ing Book I shall begin with Augustine. The scientific theological ex- 
positions of the Fathers have only been brought under review, where 
they appeared indispensable for the understanding of Dogma. In any 
case I was not afraid of doing too much here. I am convinced that 
a shorter description ought not to be offered to students of Theology, 
unless it were to be a mere guide. The history of Christian Dogma— 
perhaps the most complicated history of development which we can 
completely review— presents the investigator with the greatest difficult- 
ies; and yet it is, along with the study of the New Testament, and in 
the present position of Protestantism, the most important discipline for 
every one who seeks really to study Theology. The theologian who 
leaves the University without being thoroughly familiar with it, is, in 
the most critical questions, helple;3sly at the mercy of the authorities 
of the day. But the royal way to the understanding of the History of 
Dogma, opened up by F. Chr. Baur, and pursued by Thomasius, does 
not lead to the goal; for by it we become acquainted with the histori- 
cal matter only in the abbreviated form required for the defence of 
the completed Dogma. 

The history of the development of Dogma does not offer the lofty in- 
terest, which attaches to that of its genesis. When we return from the 
most complicated and elaborate doctrinal formulas, from the mysticism 
of the Cultus and Christian Neoplatonism, from the worship of saints 
and ceremonial ritual of the seventh and eighth centuries, back to Origen 
and the third century, we are astonished to find that all we have 
mentioned was really in existence at the earlier date. Only it existed 
then amid a mass of different material, and its footing was insecure. 
In many respects the whole historical development of Dogma frqm the 
fourth century to John of Damascus and Theodore of Studion was 
simply a vast process of reduction, selection, and definition. In the 
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VIII PREFACE. 

East we are no longer called upon to deal in any quarter with new 
and original matter, but always rather with what is traditional, deriv- 
ative, and, to an increasing extent, superstitious. Yet that to which 
centuries devoted earnest reflection, holding it to be sacred, will 
never lose its importance, as long as there still exists among us a 
remnant of the same conditions which belonged to those times. But 
who could deny that those conditions— in the Church and in learning 
—are still powerful among us? Therefore even the religious formulas 
are still in force which were created in the Byzantine age; nay, they 
are the dogmas icxr ^^ox^v in all Churches, so that the popular idiom 
is nowise wrong which with the word "dogma" primarily designates 
the doctrines of the Trinity and the divine humanity of Christ. The 
inquirer who follows the development of these dogmas after the fourth 
century, and who, owing to the want of originality and freshness in his 
material, loses pleasure in his work, is ever and again reanimated, 
when he considers that he has to deal with matters which have gained, 
and still exercise, an immense power over the feelings and minds of 
men. And how much it is still possible for us to learn, as free Evan- 
gelical Christians, especially after generations of scholars have dedicated 
to this history the most devoted industry, so that no one can enter into 
their labours without becoming their disciples! 

I know very well that it would be possible to treat the material 
reviewed in this book more universally than I have done. My chief 
purpose was to show how matters arose and were in thei?' concrete 
manifestation. But the task of making dogma really intelligible in all its 
aspects within the limits of a History of Dogma, is after all as insoluble 
as any similar problem which isolates a single object from Universal 
History, and requires its investigation in and by itself This limitation 
I need only recall. But something further has to be said. Dogmas, un- 
doubtedly, admit of a process of refinement, which would bring them 
closer to our understanding and our feeling. But my powers are not 
equal to this lofty task, and even if I possessed the uncommon quahties 
of the psychologist and the religious philosopher, I should have hesitated 
about employing them in this book; for I did not wish to endanger 
the reliability of what I had to present by reflections, which must always 
remain more or less subjective. Thus I have limited myself to a few 
hints ; these will only be found where the nature of the material itself 
induced me to seek for the far remote thought underlying the ex- 
pression. 
I have throughout striven in this volume, to give such an account as 
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PREFACE. IX 

would demand to be read connectedly, for a work on the history of 
dogma, which is used only for reference, has missed its highest aim. 
I have believed that I could not dispense with the addition of numerous 
notes, but the text of the book is so written that the reader, if he 
prefers it, may disregard them. 

Marburg^ 14 June, 1887. 



PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION. 

I HAVE subjected this volume to a thorough revision, and have 
sought to improve and strengthen it in not a few places. May this new 
edition also promote the study of a historical period whose products 
are still held by many among us to be incapable of reform. 

Berlin, 28 May, 1894. ADOLF HARNACK. 
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CHAPTER I. 

THE DECISIVE SUCCESS OF THEOLOGICAL SPECULATION IN THE 

SPHERE OF THE RULE OF FAITH, OR, THE DEFINING OF 

THE NORM OF THE DOCTRINE OF THE CHURCH DUE 

TO THE ADOPTION OF THE LOGOS CHRISTOLOGY. * 

I. Introduction, 

From the great Vork of Irenaeus and the anti-gnostic writings 
of Tertullian, it would seem as if the doctrine of the Logos, [f 
or, the doctrine of the pre-existence of Christ as a distinct'' 
person, was at the end of the second century an undisputed 
tenet of Church orthodoxy, and formed a universally recognised 
portion of the baptismal confession interpreted anti-gnostically, 
^>., of the rule of faith. ^ But certain as it is that the Logos 
Christology was in the second century not merely the property 
of a few Christian philosophers,^ it is, on the other hand, as 
clear that it did not belong to the solid structure of the Catho- 
lic faith. It was not on the same footing as, e.g,y the doctrines 
of God the Creator, the real body of Christ, the resurrections 
of the body, etc. The great conflicts which, after c. A.D. 170, 

1 See Domer, Entw.-Gesch. d. Lehre v. d. Person Christi, i Thl. 1845; Lange, 
Gesch. u. Entw. der Systeme der Unitarier vor der nic. Synode, 1831 ;Hagemann, 
Die romische Kirche und ihr Einfluss auf Disciplin und Dogma in den ersten drei 
Jahrh. 1864, (the most important and most stimulating monograph on the subject); 
and my art. 'Monarchianismus* in Herzog's R. E., 2nd ed., vol. X., pp. 178 — 213, 
on which the following arguments are based. 

* See Vol. IL, pp. 20 — 38 and Iren. L 10, i;Tertull. Depraescr. 13; Adv.Prax. 2, 
In the rule of faith, De virg., vel. i, there is no statement as to the pre-existence 
of the Son of God. 

3 See Vol. L, p. 192, Note (John's Gospel, Revelation, Kjf/)«yf{« IT^Vfov, Ignatius, 
and esp. Celsus in Orig. II. 31, etc.). 
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2 HISTORY OF DOGMA [Chap. l. 

were waged for more than a century within the Catholic Church 
rather show, that the doctrine only gradually found its way 
into the creed of the Church. * But a higher than merely 
Christological interest attaches to the gradual incorporation of 
the Logos doctrine in the rule of faith. The formula of the 
Logos, as it was almost universally tmderstoody legitimised spe- 
culation, i,e.y Neo-platonic philosophy, within the creed of the 
Church.'^ When Christ was designated the incarnate Logos of 
God, and when this was set up as His supreme characterisation, 
men were directed to think of the divine in Christ as the 
reason of God realised in the structure of the world and the 
history of mankind. This implied a definite philosophical view 
of God, of creation, and of the world, and the baptismal con- 
fession became a compendium of scientific dogmatics, Le,, of a 
system of doctrine entwined with the Metaphysics of Plato and 
the. Stoics. But at the same time an urgent impulse necessarily 
made itself felt to define the contents and value of the Redeem- 
er's life and work, not, primarily, from the point of view of 
the proclamation of the Gospel, and the hopes of a future state, 
but from that of the cosmic significance attaching to his 
divine nature concealed in the flesh. Insomuch, however, as 
such a view could only really reach and be intelligible to 
those who had been trained in philosophical speculations, the 
establishing of the Logos Christology within the rule of faith 
was equivalent for the great mass of Christians to the setting up 
of a mystery, which in the first place could only make an im- 
pression through its high-pitched formulas and the glamour of 
the incomprehensible. But as soon as a religion expresses the 

1 The observation that Irenseus and TertuUian treat it as a fixed portion of the 
rule of faith is very instructive; for it shows that these theologians were ahead of 
the Church of their time. Here we have a point given, at which we can estimate 
the relation of what Irenseus maintained to be the creed of the Church, to the 
doctrine which was, as a matter of fact, generally held at the time in the Church. 
We may turn this insight to account for the history of the Canon and the constitu- 
tion, where, unfortunately, an estimate of the statements of Irenaeus is rendered 
difficult. 

2 By Neo-platonic philosophy we, of course, do not here mean Neo-platonism, 
but the philosophy (in method and also in part, in results), developed before Neo- 
platonism by Philo, Valentinus, Numenius, and others. 
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Chap, i.] INTRODUCTION $ 

loftiest contents of its creed in formulas which must remain 
mysterious and unintelligible to the great mass of its adherents, 
those adherents come under guardians. In other words, the 
multitude must believe in the creed; at the same time they no 
longer derive from it directly the motives of their religious and 
moral life; and they are dependent on the theologians, who, 
as professors of the mysterious, alone understand and are cap* 
able of interpreting and practically applying the creed. The 
necessary consequence of this development was that the mysteri* 
ous creed, being no longer in a position practically to control 
life, was superseded by tke authority of the Church, the cultus^ 
and prescribed duties^ in determining the religious life .of the 
laity; while the theologians, or the priests, appeared alone as^ 
the possessors of an independent faith and knowledge. But as^ 
soon as the laity were actuated by a desire for religious inde 
pendence, which produced a reaction, and yet was not power- 
ful enough to cwrect the conditions out of which this state of 
matters arose, there made its appearance only an expedient 
a conservative sort, viz., the order of the monks. As this order 
did not tamper with the prevailing system of the Church, the 
Church could tolerate it, and could even use it as a valve, by ^ 
which to provide an outlet for all religious subjectivity, and 
for the energies of a piety that renounced the world. The his- 
tory of the Church shows us, or, at any rate, lets us divine, 
this situation at the transition from the 3rd to the 4th century. 
On the one hand, we see — at least in the East—that the 
Christian faith had become a theology, which was regarded, to 
all intents without question, as the revealed faith, and only/ 
capable of being represented and expounded by '* teachers "J 
On the other hand, we find a lay Christendom tied to the priest,! 
the cultus, the sacraments, and a ceremonial penitence, and^^ 
revering the creed as a mystery. Between these arose with 
elemental force the order of the monks, which — apart from a 
few phenomena — did not attack the ecclesiastical system, and*' 
which could not be suppressed by priests and theologians, be* 
cause it strove to realise on earth the object to which they 
themselves had subordinated the whole of theology, because it, 
as it were, sought to soar on wings to the same height, to 
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•4 HISTORY OF DOGMA [Chap. 1. 

which the steps of the long ladders constructed by theology 
were meant to conduct. ^ 

Now the incorporation in the creed of philosophic (Platonic) 
speculation, i.e., the Hellenising of the traditional doctrines, was 
iiot the only condition, but it was certainly one of the most 
important of the conditions, that led to the rise of this three- 
fold Christendom of clergy, laity, and monks, in the Church. 
That the Catholic Church was capable of accommodating these 
three orders in its midst is a proof of its power. That the 
combination forms up to the present day the signature of Catho- 
lic Churches is evidence, moreover, of the practical value attached 
by the Church to this unified differentiation. It, in fact, could 
not but best correspond to the different wants of men united 
to form a universal Church. So far as it was a consequence of 
the general conditions under which the Church existed in the 
third century, we must here leave its origin untouched,' but 
so far as it was due to the reception df philosophical specula- 
tion into the Church, its prior history must be presented. Yet 
it may not be superfluous to begin by noticing expressly, that 
the confidence with which first the Apologists identified the 
Logos of the philosophers and the Christ of faith, and the zeal 
with which the anti-gnostic Fathers then incorporated the Logos- 
Christ in the creed of believers, are also to be explained from 
a Christian interest. In their scientific conception of the world 
the Logos had a fixed place, and was held to be the "alter 
ego" of God, though at the same time he was also regarded 
as the representative of the Reason that operated in the Cosmos. 
Their conception of Christ as the appearance of the Logos in 
a personal form only proves that they sought to make the 
highest possible assertion concerning him, to justify worship being 
rendered him, and to demonstrate the absolute and unique 
nature of the contents of the Christian religion. The Christian 
religion was only in a position to gain the cultured, to conquer 
Gnosticism, and to thrust aside Polytheism in the Roman em- 
pire, because it had concluded an alliance with that intellectual 
potentate which already swayed the minds and hearts of the 

1 See my lecture on Monachisnij 3rd ed. 1886. 
« Yet see VoL II., pp. 122—127. 
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best men, the philosophic-religious ethics of the age. This 
alliance found expression in the formula: Christ is word and 
law {KpifTTog Xoyog kx) vd/zog). The philosophic Christology arose, 
so to speak, at the circumference of the Church, and thence 
moved gradually to the centre of the Christian faith. The same 
is true of theology generally; its most concise description is 
philosophic Christology. A complete fusion of the old faith and 
theology, one that tranquil) ised the minds of the devout, was 
not consummated till the fourth, strictly speaking, indeed, till 
the fifth century (Cyril of Alexandria). Valentinus, Origen, the , 
Cappadocians mark the stages of the process. Valentinus was* 
very speedily ejected as a heretic. Origen, in spite of the 
immense influence which he exerted, was in the end unable 
to retain his footing in the Church. The Cappadocians almost 
perfected the complete fusion of the traditional faith of the 
Church conceived as mystery and philosophy, by removing 
Origen*s distinction between those who knew and those who 
believed (Gnostics and Pistics); meanwhile they retained much 
that was comparatively free and looked on with suspicion by 
the traditionalists. Cyril's theology first marked the complete 
agreement between faith and philosophy, authority and specula- 
tion, an agreement which finally, in the sixth century, sup- 
pressed every independent theology. But from the end of the 
second century up to the closing years of the third, the fund- 
amental principle of philosophic theology had naturalised itself, 
in the very faith of the Church. This process in which, on 
the one hand, certain results of speculative theology became 
legitimised within the Church as revelations and mysteries, and 
on the other— as a sort of antidote — the freedom of theology 
was limited, is to be described in what follows. 

It has been shown above (Vol. I., p. 190 ff.) that about 
the middle of the second century there existed side by side in 
the Churches chiefly two conceptions of the person of Christ. 
In the Adoptian view Jesus was regarded as the man in whoml 
divinity or the spirit of God dwelt, and who was finally exalted | 
to godlike honour. In the Pneumatic conception, Jesus was/ 
looked upon as a heavenly spirit who assumed an earthly body. 1 
The latter was adopted in their speculations by the Apojogists^ 
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The fixing of the apostolic tradition, which took place in 
opposition to the Gnostics, as also to the so-called Montanists, 
in the course of the second half of the second century, did not 
yet decide in favour of either view.' The Holy Scriptures 
could be appealed to in support of both. But those had decidedly 
the best of it, in the circumstances of the time, who recognised 
the incarnation of a special divine nature in Christ; and as 
certainly were the others in the right, in view of the Synoptic 
gospels, who saw in Jesus the man chosen to be his Son by 
God, and possessed of the Spirit. The former conception corre- 
sponded to the interpretation of the O. T. theophanies which 
had been accepted by the Alexandrians, and had proved so 
convincing in apologetic arguments ; - it could be supported by 
the testimony of a series of Apostolic writings, whose authority 
was absolute ; * it protected the O. T. against Gnostic criticism. 
It, further, reduced the highest conceptionof the value of Christi- 
anity to a brief and convincing formula : ** God became man in 
order that , men might become gods;'' and, finally, — which was 
not least— it could be brought, with little trouble, into line with 

» The points, which, as regards Christ, belonged in the second half of the second 
century to ecclesiastical orthodoxy, are given in the clauses of the Roman baptismal 
confession to which aAiffl«c is added, in the precise elaboration of the idea of 
creation, in the elc placed alongside Xpta-rbq ^l^a-oV^y and in the identification of the 
Catholic institution of the Church with the Holy Church. 

3 The Christian doctrine of the Son of God could be most easily rendered acceptable 
to cultured heathens by means of the Logos doctrine; see tlie memorable confession 
of Celsus placed by him in the lips of his "Jew" (II. 31): diQ iiys 6 ^dyog etrrtv 
vutv vloQ roC QsoCy xect M/t^eTc sTouvofjfJtev; see also the preceding: voi^i^ovroct oi 
Xpia-riotvol Iv t^ Aeyfiv rlv t//3v roG &eoV ehxi ccuroK6yov. 

3 The conviction of the harmony of the Apostles, or, of all Apostolic writings, 
could not but result in the Christology of the Synoptics and the Acts being inter- 
preted in the light of John and Paul, or more accurately, in that of the philosophic 
Christology held to be attested by John and Paul. It has been up to the present 
day the usual fate of the Synoptics, and with them of the sayings of Jesus, to be 
understood, on account of their place in the Canon, in accordance with the caprices 
of the dogmatics prevalent at the time, Pauline and Johannine theology having 
assigned to it the role of mediator. The "• lower " had to be explained by the 
"higher" (see even Clemens Alex, with his criticism of the "pneumatic", the spiritual. 
Fourth Gospel, as compared with the first three). In older times men transformed 
the sense right off; nowadays they speak of steps which lead to the /u'^her teaching, 
and they dress the old illusion with a new scieniific mantle. 
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the cosmological and theological tenets which had been borrowed 
from the religious philosophy of the age to serve as a found- 
ation for a rational Christian theology. The adoption of the 
belief in the divine Logos to explain the genesis and history 
of the world at once decided the means by which abo the 
divine dignity and sonship of the Redeemer were alone to be 
defined. ^ In this procedure the theologians themselves had no 
danger to fear to their monotheism, even if they made the 
Logos more than a product of the creative will of God. Neither 
Justin, Tatian, nor any of the Apologists or Fathers show the 
slightest anxiety on this point. For the infinite substance, rest- 
ing behind the world, — and as such the deity was conceived — 
could display and unfold itself in different subjects. It could 
impart its own inexhaustible being to a variety of bearers, 
without thereby being emptied, or its unity being dissolved 
((jLovxpx^^ ^^'^^ ohovofilxv^ as the technical expression has it). - 
But, lastly, the theologians had no reason to fear for the "deity ' 
of the Christ in whom the incarnation of that Logos was to be 
viewed. For the conception of the Logos was capable of the 
most manifold contents, and its dexterous treatment could be 
already supported by the most instructive precedents. This con- 
ception could be adapted to every change and accentuation of 
the religious interest, every deepening of speculation, as 

1 But the substitution of the Logos for the, otherwise undefined, spiritual being 
{TvtVfjLu) in Christ presented another very great advantage. It brought to an end, 
though not at once (see Clemens Alex.), the speculations which reckoned the heavenly 
personality of Christ in some way or other in the number of the higher angels 
or conceived it as one ^on among many. Through the definition of this" Spiritual 
Being" as Logos his transcendent and unique dignity was firmly outlined and 
assured. For the Logos was universally accepted as the Prius logically and tempor- 
ally, and the causa not only of the world, but also of all powers, ideas, aeons, 
and angels. He, therefore, did not belong — at least in every respect — to their order. 

2 Augustine first wrought to end this questionable monotheism, and endeavoured 
to treat seriously the monotheism of the living God. But his efforts only produced 
an impression in the West, and even there the attempt was weakened from the start 
by a faulty respect for the prevalent Christology, and was forced to entangle itself 
in absurd formulas. In the East the accommodating Substance-Monotheism of 
philosophy remained with its permission of a plurality of divine persons; and this 
doctrine was taught with such naivety and simplicity, that the Cappadocians, ^.^., 
proclaimed the Christian conception of God to be the just mean between the 
polytheism of the heathens and the monotheism of the Jews. 
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well as to all the needs of the Cultus, nay, even to new results 
of Biblical exegesis. It revealed itself gradually to be a vari- 
able quantity of the most accommodating kind, capable of being 
at once determined by any new factor received into the theolog- 
ical ferment. It even admitted contents which stood in the most 
abrupt contradiction to the processes of thought out of which 
the conception itself had sprung, i.e,^ contents which almost 
completely concealed the cosmological genesis of the conception. 
But it was long before this point was reached. And as long 
as it was not, as long as the Logos was still employed as the 
formula under which was comprehended either the original idea 
of the world, or the rational law of the world, many did not 
entirely cease to mistrust the fitness of the conception to establish 
the divinity of Christ. For those, finally, could not but seek 
to perceive the full deity in the Redeemer, who reckoned on 
a deification of man. Athanasius first made this possible to 
I them by his explanation of the Logos, but he at the same time 
began to empty the conception of its original cosmological con- 
tents. And the history of Christology from Athanasius to 
Augustine is the history of the displacing of the Logos con- 
ception by the other, destitute of all cosmical contents, of the 
Son, — the history of the substitution of the immanent and 
absolute trinity for the economic and relative. The complete 
divinity of the Son was thereby secured, but in the form of a 
complicated and artificial speculation, which neither could be 
maintained without reservation before the tribunal of the science 
of the day, nor could claim the support of an ancient tradition. 
But the first formulated opposition to the Logos Christology 
did not spring from anxiety for the complete divinity of Christ, 
or even from solicitude for monotheism; it was rather called 
forth by interest in the evangelical, the Synoptic, idea of Christ. 
With this was combined the attack on the use of Platonic 
philosophy in Christian doctrine. The first public and literary 
opponents of the Christian Logos-speculations, therefore, did not 
escape the reproach of depreciating, if not of destroying, the 
dignity of the Redeemer. It was only in the subsequent period, 
in a second phase of the controversy, that these opponents of 
the Logos Christology were able to fling back the reproach at 
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its defenders. With the Rtgnarchi.ans the first subject of interest i 
was the man Jesus ; then came monotheism and the divine \ 
dignity of Christ. From this point, however, the whole theo- 
logical interpretation of the two first articles of the rule of faith, 
was again gradually involved in controversy. In so far as they 
were understood to refute a crude docetism and the severance 
of Jesus and Christ they were confirmed. But did not the doc- 
trine of a heavenly aeon, rendered incarnate in the Redeemer, 
contain another remnant of the old Gnostic leaven? Did not 
the sending forth of the Logos (7rpo(3o^ii r'ov Xoyov) to create 
the world recall the emanation of the aeons? Was not ditheism 
set up, if two divine beings were to be worshipped? Not only 
were the uncultured Christian laity driven to such criticisms, — 
for what did they understand by the " economic mode of the 
existence of God*'? — but also all those theologians who refused 
to give any place to Platonic philosophy in Christian dogmatics, 
A conflict began which lasted for more than a century, in 
certain branches of it for almost two centuries. Who opened / 
it, or first assumed the aggressive, we know not. The contest 
engages our deepest interest in different respects, and can be 
described from different points of view. We cannot regard it, 
indeed, directly as a fight waged by theology against a still 
enthusiastic conception of religion; for the literary opponents 
of the Logos Christology were no longer enthusiasts, but, rather, 
from the very beginning their declared enemies. Nor was it 
directly a war of the theologians against the laity, for it 
was not laymen, but only theologians who had adopted the 
creed of the laity, who opposed their brethren. * We must ^ 

* The Alogi opposed the Montanists and all prophecy; conversely the western 
representatives of the Logos Christology, Irenaeus, Tertullian and Hippolytus were 
Chiliasts. But this feature makes no change in the fact that the incorporation of 
the Logos Christology and the fading away of eschatological apocalyptic hopes 
went hand in hand. Theologians were able to combine inconsistent beliefs for a 
time; but for the great mass of the laity in the East the mystery of the person of 
Christ took the place of the Christ who was to have set up his visible Kingdom 
of glory upon earth. See especially the refutation of the Chiliasts by Origen 
{vtpl eipX' II. II) and Dionysius Alex. (Euseb. H. E. VII. 24, 25). The continued 
embodiment in new visions of those eschatological hopes and apocalyptic fancies 
by the monks and laymen of later times, proved that the latter could not make 
the received mystery of dogma fruitful for their practical religion. 



Digitized by 



Google 



lO 



HISTORY OF DOGMA 



[Chap. i. 



/ 



/ 



describe it as the strenuous effort of Stoic Platonism to obtain 
supremacy in the theology of the Church ; the victory of Plato 
over Zeno and Aristotle in Christian science; the history of 
the displacement of the historical by the pre-existent Christ, of 
the Christ of reality by the Christ of thought, in dogmatics ; 
finally, as the victorious attempt to substitute the mystery of 
the person of Christ for the person Himself, and, by means of 
a theological formula unintelligible to them, to put the laity with 
their Christian faith under guardians — a state desired and indeed 
required by them to an increasing extent. When the Logos 
Christology obtained a complete victory, the traditional view of 
the Supreme deity as one person, and, along with this, every 
thought of the real and complete human personality of the 
Redeemer was in fact condemned as being intolerable in the 
Church. Its place was taken by **the nature** [of Christ], 
which without "the person" is simply a cipher. The defeated 
party had right on its side, but had not succeeded in making 
its Christology agree with its conception of the object and 
result of the Christian religion. This was the very reason of 
Ljts defeat. A religion which promised its adherents that their 
nature would be rendered divine, could only be satisfied by a 
redeemer who in his own person had deified human nature. If, 
after the gradual fading away of eschatological hopes, the above 
prospect was held valid, then those were right who worked 
out this view of the Redeemer. 

In accordance with an expression coined by TertuUian, we 
understand by Mop^rchians the representatives of strict, not 
economic, monotheism in the ancient Church. In other words, 
they were theologians who held firmly by the dignity of Jesus 
as Redeemer, but at the same time would not give up the 
personal, the numerical, unity of God; and who therefore 
opposed the speculations which had led to the adoption of the 
duality or trinity of the godhead. * In order rightly to under- 
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f * This definition is, in truth, too narrow; for at least a section, if not all, of 

the so-called Dynamistic Monarchians recognised, besides God, the Spirit as eternal 

* Son of God, and accordingly assumed two Hypostases. But they did not see in 

■ Jesus an incarnation of this Holy Spirit, and they were therefore monarchian in 

their doctrine of Christ. Besides, so far as I know, the name of Monarchians was 
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stand their position in the history of the genesis of the dogma- 
tics of the Church, it is decisive, as will have been already 
clear from the above, that they only came to the front, 
after the anti-gnostic understanding of the baptismal confession 
had been substantially assured in the Church. It results from 
this that they are, generally speaking, to be criticised as men 
who appeared on the soil of Catholicism, and that therefore, 
apart from the points clearly in dispute, we must suppose agree- 
ment between them and their opponents. It is not superfluous 
to recall this expressly. The confusion to which the failure to 
note this presupposition has led and still continually leads may 
be seen, e.g., in the relative section in Dorner's History of the 
development of the doctrine of the Person of Christ, or in 

not applied in the ancient Church to these, but only to the theologians who taught j 
that there was in Christ an incarnation of God the Father Himself. It was not / 
extended to the earlier Dynamistic Monarchians, because, so far as we know, the I 
question whether God consisted of one or more persons did not enter into the I \/ 
dispute with them. In a wider sense, the Monarchians could be taken also to \ 
include the Arians, and all those theologians, who, while they recognised the personal \ 
independence of a divine nature in Christ, yet held this nature to have been one \ 
created by God ; in any case, the Arians were undoubtedly connected with Paul of t 
Samosata through Lucian. However,^ it is not advisable to extend the conception \ 
so widely ; for, firstly, we would thus get too far away from the old classification, and, 
secondly, it is not to be overlooked that, even in the case of the most thorough- 
going Arians, their Christology reacted on their doctrine of God, and their strict 
Monotheism was to some extent modified. Hence, both on historical and logical 
grounds, it is best for our purpose to understand by Monarchians those theologians 
exclusively who perceived in Jesus either a man filled, in a unique way, with the 
Spirit, or an incarnation of God the Father; with the reservation, that the former 
in certain of their groups regarded the Holy Spirit as a divine Hypostasis, and were 
accordingly no longer really Monarchians in the strict sense of the term. For the 
rest, the expression "Monarchians" is in so fur inappropriate as their opponents 
would also have certainly maintained the "monarchia" of God. See TertuUi., Adv. 
Prax. 3 f. ; Epiphan. H. 62. 3 : oh ToXv&etocv elo'ii'yovfzedocy iXXoc fiovocpxtocv xiipvTrofzev, 
They would even have cast back at the Monarchians the reproach that they were destroy- 
ing the monarchy. "'H izovoepx*^ ''O'' ®sov " was in the second century a standing 
title in the polemics of the theologians against polytheists and Gnostics — see the 
passages collected from Justin, Tatian, Irenreus etc. by Constant in his Ep. Dionysii 
adv. Sabell. (Routh, Reliq. Sacrre III, p. 385 f.). TertuUian has therefore by no 
means used the term "Monarchians** as if he were thus directly branding his 
opponents as heretical; he rather names them by their favourite catch-word in a 
spirit of irony (Adv. Prax 10; "vanissimi Monarchiani"). The name was therefore 
not really synonymous with a form of heresy in the ancient Church, even if here 
and there it was applied to the opponents of the doctrine of the Trinity. 
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Krawutzcky's study on the origin of the Didache. * The so- 
called Dynamistic Monarchians have had especially to suffer 
from this criticism, their teaching being comfortably disposed 
of as **Ebionitic". However, imperative as it certainly is, in 
general, to describe the history of Monarchianism without refer- 
ence to the ancient pre-Catholic controversies, and only to bring 
in the history of Montanism with great caution, still many facts 
observed in reference to the earliest bodies of Monarchians that 
come clearly before us, seem to prove that they bore features 
which must be characterised as pre-Catholic, but not un-Catholic. 
This is especially true of their attitude to certain books of the 
New Testament. Undoubtedly we have reason even here to 
complain of the scantiness and uncertainty of our historical 
material. The Church historians have attempted to bury or 
distort the true history of Monarchianism to as great an extent 
as they passed over and obscured that of the so-called Monta- 
nism. At a very early date, if not in the first stages of the 
controversy, they read Ebionitism and Gnosticism into the theses 
of their opponents ; they attempted to discredit their theological 
works as products of a specific secularisation, or as travesties, 
of Christianity, and they sought to portray the Monarchians 
themselves as renegades who had abandoned the rule of faith 
and the Canon. By this kind of polemics they have made it 
difficult for after ages to decide, among other things, whether 
certain peculiarities of Monarchian bodies in dealing with the 
Canon of the N. T. writings spring from a period when there 
was as yet no N. T. Canon in the strict Catholic sense, or 
whether these characteristics are to be regarded as deviations 
from an already settled authority, and therefore innovations. 
Meanwhile, looking to the Catholicity of the whole character 
of Monarchian movements, and, further, to the fact that no 
opposition is recorded as having been made by them to the 
N. T. Canon after its essential contents and authority appear 
to have been established; considering, finally, that the Monta- 
nists, and even the Marcionites and Gnostics, were very early 
charged with attempts on the Catholic Canon, we need no longer 

1 See Theol. Quartalschr. 1884, p. 547 ff. Krawutzcky holds the Didache to be 
at once Ebionitic and Theodotian. 
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doubt that the Monarchian deviations point exclusively to a time 
when no such Canon existed; and that other "heresies", to be 
met with in the older groups, are to be criticised on the under- 
standing that the Church was becoming, but not yet become, 
Catholic. * 

The history of Monarchianism is no clearer than its rise in 
the form of particular theological tendencies. Here also we have 
before us, at the present day, only scanty fragments. We cannot 
always trace completely even the settled distinction between 
Dynamistic — better, Adoptian — and Modalistic Monarchianism ; * 
between the theory that made the power or Spirit of God dwell 
in the man Jesus, and the view that sees in Him the incarnation 
of the deity Himself. ^ 

Certainly the common element, so far as there was one, of 
the Monarchian movements, lay in the form of the conception 
of God, the distinguishing feature, in the idea of revelation. 
But all the phenomena under this head cannot be classified 
with certainty, apart from the fact that the most numerous and 
important "systems" exist in a very shaky tradition. A really 
reliable division of the Monarchianism that in all its forms 
rejected the idea of a physical fatherhood of God, and only 
saw the Son of God in the historical Jesus, is impossible on 
the strength of the authorities up till now known to us. 
Apart from a fragment or two we only possess accounts by 
opponents. The chronology, again, causes a special difficulty. 
Much labour has been spent upon it since the discovery of the 
Philosophumena ; but most of the details have remained very 
uncertain. The dates of the Alogi, Artemas, Praxeas, Sabel- 
lius, the Antiochian Synods against Paul of Samosata, etc., have 
not yet been firmly settled. The concise remarks on the sub* 
ject in what follows rest on independent labours. Finally, we 

1 It is very remarkable that Irenaeus has given us no hint in his great work 
of a Monarchian controversy in the Church. 

. ' It was pointed out above, (Vol. I., p. 193) and will be argued more fully 
later on, that the different Christologies could pass into one another. 

3 We have already noticed. Vol. I., p. 195, that we can only speak of a naive 
Modalism in the earlier periods; Modalism first appeared as an exclusive doctrine 
at the close of the second century; see under. 
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are badly informed even as to the geographical range of the 
controversies. We may, however, suppose, with great probability, 
that at one time or other a conflict took place in all centres of 
Christianity in the Empire. But a connected history cannot be given. 

2. The Secession of Dynamistic Monarchianism or 
Adoptianism. 

(a). The so-called Alogi in Asia Minor. ^ 

Epiphanius ' and Philastrius (H. 60) know, from the Syntagma 
of Hippolytus, of a party to which the latter had given the 

-^nickname of "Alogi". Hippolytus had recorded that its mem- 
bers rejected the Gospel and the Apocalypse of John, * attri- 

■^ buting these books to Cerinthus, and had not recognised the 
Logos of God to whom the Holy Spirit had borne witness in 
the Gospel. Hippolytus, the most prolific of the opponents of 
the heretics, wrote, besides his Syntagma, a special work against 
these men in defence of the Johannine writings;* and he per- 

* Merkel, Aufklarung der Streitigkeiten der Aloger, 1782; HeinichenjDe Alogis, 
1829; Olshausen, Echtheit der vier Kaoonischen Evangelien, p. 241 f.; Schwegler, 
Montanismus, p. 265 ff. etc.; Volkmar, Hippolytus, p. 112 f. ; DoUinger, Hippolytus 
u. Kallistus, p. 229 f.; Lipsius, Quellenkritik des Epiphanius, p. 23 f., 233 f.; 
Hamack in d. Ztschr. f. d. histor. Theol. 1874, p. 166 f.; Lipsius, Quellen der 
altesten Ketzergeschichte, p. 93 f., 214 f.; Zahn in d. Ztschr. fur die histor. Theol., 
1875, p. 72 f.; Caspari, Quellen III., p. 377 f., 398 f., Soyres, Montanism, p. 49 f. ; 
Bonwetsch, Montanismus vv. 11.; Iwanzov-Platonov, Haresien und Schismen der 
drei ersten Jahr. i, p. 233 f.; Zahn, Gesch. d. N. T. KanonsI.,p. 22off.;Hamack, 
das N. T. um d. J. 200, p. 38 fT.; Julicher, Theol. Lit. Ztg., 1889, No. 7; Salmon 
1. Hermathena, 1892, p. 161 ff. 

8 Haer. 51; after him Augustine H. 30, Praedest H. 30 etc. The statement of 
the Praedest. that a Bishop named Philo refuted the Alogi is worthless. Whether 
.the choice of the name was due to the Alexandrian Jew is unknown. 

3 Nothing is reported as to the Letters. Epiphanius is perhaps right in represent- 
ing that they were also rejected (I.e. ch. 34); but perhaps they were not involved 
in the discussion. 

* See the list of writings on the statue of Hippolytus: vTrep rov kxtx i«av[v]ifv 
svccyye>^tov xat wJFOKuKv^eui] and Ebed Jesu, catal. 7 (Assemani, Bibl. Orient. 
III. I, 15): "Apologia pro apocalypsi et evangelio Johannis apostoli et evange- 
listae." Besides this Hippolytus wrote: "Capita adversus Caium," a Roman sym- 
pathiser with the Alogi. Of this writing a few fragments have been preserved 
(Gwynn, Hermathena VI., p. 397 f. ; Harnack, Texte und Unters. VI. 3, p. 121 ff.; 
Zahn, Gesch. des N. T. Kanons, II., p. 973 ff. 
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haps also attacked them in another work aimed at all Monarchi- 
ans. ^ The character of the party can still be defined, in its 
main features, from the passages taken by Epiphanius from 
these writings, due regard being given to Irenaeus III. 1 1, 9. 
The Christological problem seems not to have occupied a fore- 
most place in the discussion, but rather, the elimination of all 
docetic leaven, and the attitude to prophecy. The non-descript, 
the Alogi, were a party of the radical, anti-montanist, opposi- 
tion in Asia Minor, existing within the Church — so radical that 
they refused to recognise the Montanist communities as Christian. 
They wished to have all prophecy kept out of the Church ; in 
this sense they were decided contemners of the Spirit (Iren. I.e. ; 
Epiph. 51, ch. 35). This attitude led them to an historical 
criticism of the two Johannine books, the one of which con- 
tained Christ's announcement of the Paraclete, a passage which 
Montanus had made the most of for his own ends, while the 
other imparted prophetic revelations. They came to the con- 
clusion, on internal grounds, that these books could not be 
genuine, that they were composed "in the name of John*' 
(slg ovofjt^x 'luJivvov ch. 3, 18), and that by Cerinthus 
(ch. 3, 4,); the books ought not therefore to be received in the 

* It is certain that Epiphanius, besides the relative section of the Syntagma, also 
copied at least a second writing against the "Alogi", and it is probable that this 
likewise came from Hippolytus. The date of its composition can still be pretty 
accurately determined from Epiphan. H. 31, ch. 33. It was written about A.D. 234 ; 
for Epiphanius* authority closes the period of the Apostles 93 years after the 
Ascension, and remarks that since that date 112 years had elapsed. Lipsius has 
obtained another result, but only by an emendation of the text which is unnecessary 
(see Quellen der altesten Ketzergeschichte, p. 109 f.). Hippolytus treats his un- 
named opponents as contemporaries; but a closer examination shows that he only 
knew them from their writings — of which there were several (see ch. 33), and there- 
fore knew nothing by personal observation of the conditions under which they 
appeared. A certain criterion of the age of these writings, and therefore of the 
party itself, is given by the fact that, at the time when the latter flourished, the 
only Church at Thyatira was, from their own testimony, Montanist, while the 
above-mentioned authority was already able to tell of a rising catholic Church, and 
of other Christian communities in that place. A Christian of Thyatira, by name 
Papylus, appears in the Martyrium Carpi et Papyli (see Hamack, Texte u. Unters. 
III. 3, 4). The date when this movement in Asia Minor flourished can be dis- 
covered more definitely, however, by a combination, proved by Zahn to he justified, 
of the statements of Hippolytus and Irenaeus III. 11. 9. According to this, the 
party existed in Asia Minor, A.D. 170 — 180. 



Digitized by 



Google 
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Church (ch. 3 : ovk x^ix xvtx (px(7tv sivxi iv h^Xy^tricf). The 
Gospel was charged with containing what was untrue ; it contra- 
dicted the other Gospels, ' and gave a quite different and, in- 
deed, a notoriously false order of events ; it was devoid of any 
sort of arrangement; it omitted important facts and inserted 
new ones which were inconsistent with the Synoptic Gospels; 
and it was docetic. ' Against the Apocalypse it was alleged, 
above all, that its contents were often unintelligible, nay, ab- 
surd and untrue (ch. 32 — 34). They ridiculed the seven angels 
and seven trumpets, and the four angels by the Euphrates; 
and on Rev. II. 18, they supposed that there was no Christian 
community in Thyatira at the time, and that accordingly the 
Epistle was fictitious. Moreover, the objections to the Gospel 
must also have included the charge (ch. 18) that it favoured 
Docetism, seeing that it passed at once from the incarnation 
of; the Logos to the work of the ministry of Christ. In this 
connection they attacked the expression "Logos" for the Son 
of God ; ' indeed, they scented Gnosticism in it, contrasted 
John I. with the beginning of Mark's Gospel, * and arrived at 
the result, that writings whose contents were partly docetic, 
partly sensuously Jewish and unworthy of God, must have been 
composed by Cerinthus, the gnosticising Judaist. In view of this 
fact it is extremely surprising to notice how mildly the party 
was criticised and treated by Irenaeus as well as by Hippolytus. 
The former distinguishes them sharply from the declared 
heretics. He places them on a line with the Schismatics, who 
gave up communion with the Church on account of the hypo- 

* Epiph. LI., ch. 4 : ^^o-xot/o*/ Hri oh a'vfi^a)vs7 ri ^t^Xfa roC ^luccvvov rot^ Xoi' 
froiQ ci'^Off'rSXotQ^ ch. 18: to evxyyiXiov rd st^ '6voiJtx ^luccvvov ^svBercct . . . Xiyovo't 
rd KXTx ^leoccvvijv euocyysXtoVy iTf/d^ f*^ rx xurx toT; xToa-roX.oig ¥4)jf, xhxOsTOV 
ilvxt, 

2 Epiphanius has preserved for us in part the criticism of the Alogi on John 
I. II., and on the Johannine chronology (ch. 3, 4, 15, 18, 22, 26, 28, 29). In their 
conception the Gospel of John precluded the human birth and development of Jesus. 

' Epiph. LI. 3, 28: Tov Xoyov toG QioC XTo^xXXovrxt rh itk 'luxwfiv icvipvx- 
6ivTx. 

♦ Epiph. LI., ch. 6: Xeyova-iv *l$ov Sevrspov tuxyyeXtov letpt Xpto'roC o'viixxlvov 
KXt ou$x[JtoG ixvdiiQsv Aeyov r^y yevv^o'tv' iAAi, ^»fO-/v, *Ev to; 'lopJ^vp xarijAdf t6 
xvivfix '«T* xvTOv KXt ^uvv^ OvTOQ i7Ttv 6 vldQ 6 xyxTT^Tdq^ *i^ Sv tivhdKVIffX, 
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crites to be found in it. He approves oftheir decided opposition 
to all pseudo-prophetic nonsense, and he only complains that 
in their zeal against the bad they had also fought against the 
good, and had sought to eject all prophecy. In short, he feels 
that between them and the Montanists, whom likewise he did 
not look on as heretics, ' he held the middle position maintained 
by the Church. And so with Hippolytus. The latter, apart 
from features which he could not but blame, confirms the con- 
formity to the Church, claimed by the party itself (ch. 3), and 
conspicuous in their insistence on the harmony of the Scriptures 
((TVfj(>0uvlx Tuv (3tl3^Siv).^ He nowhere sets them on a line with 
Cerinthus, Ebion, etc., and he has undoubtedly treated even 
their Christological views, on which Irenaeus had communicated 
no information, more mildly, because he found so much in them 
of an anti-docetic, anti-montanistic nature, with which he could 
agree. But what was their teaching as to Christ? If Lipsius' 
were correct in his opinion that the Alogi only saw in Jesus 
a man naturally procreated, that they only pretended to hold 
by the current doctrine, then the attitude to them of Irenaeus 
and Hippolytus would be incomprehensible. But our authority 
gives no support to such a view. It rather shows plainly that a 
the Alogi recognised the first three Gospels, and consequently! 
tAe miraculous birth from the Holy Ghost and the virgin. They 
placed, however, the chief emphasis on the human life of Jesus, 
on his birth, baptism, and temptation as told by the Synoptics, 
and for this very reason rejected the formula of the Logos, as 
well as the "birth from above", i,e., the eternal generation of 
Christ. The equipment of Christ at his baptism was to them, 
in view of Mark, ch. I., of crucial importance (see p. 16, Note 4) 
and thus they would assume, without themselves making use 
of the phrase "a mere man" (^ihoq xvipuTroc;), an advancement 

1 This milder criticism — and neither Montanists nor Alogi stand in Irenaeus* 
catalogue of heretics — naturally did not prevent the view that those "unhappy 
people" had got into an extremely bad position by their opposition to the prophetic 
activity of the Spirit in the Church, and had fallen into the unforgivable sin against 
the Holy Ghost. 

2 In. Epiph. LI., ch. 4 : $oKoCa't xoci uvrol rot 'i<rei fifuv TrtffreijSiv* 
8 Quellen, p. 102 f., X12. 
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{TrpojcoTTii) of the Christ, ordained at his baptism to be Son 
of God. ' 

The earliest opponents known to us of the Logos Christ- 
,V ology were men whose adherence to the position of the 
Church in Asia Minor was strongly marked. This attitude of 
theirs was exhibited in a decided antagonism both to the Gnosti- 
cism, say, of Cerinthus, and to ** Kataphrygian " prophecy. In 
their hostility to the latter they anticipated the development of 
the Church by about a generation ; while rejecting all prophecy 
and ** gifts of the Spirit" (ch. 35), they, in doing so, gave the 
clearest revelation of their Catholic character. Since they did 
not believe in an age of the Paraclete, nor entertain material- 
istic hopes about the future state, they could not reconcile 
themselves to the Johannine writings; and their attachment to 
the conception of Christ in the Synoptics led them to reject 
the Gospel of the Logos. An explicitly Church party could 
not have ventured to promulgate such views, if they had been 
confronted by a Canon already closed, and giving a fixed place 
to these Johannine books. The uncompromising criticism, both 
internal and external — as in the hypothesis of the Cerinthian 
authorship — to which these were subjected, proves that, when 
the party arose, no Catholic Canon existed as yet in Asia Minor, 
and that, accordingly, the movement was almost as ancient as 
that of the Montanists, which it followed very closely. ^ On this 

1 It is not quite certain whether we may appeal to the words in Epiph. LI., 
ch. 18 (20): vofJttXovrsQ UTTO lAocpfoc^ xoci $eVpo Xpia-rov avrov KocXe7a-6act xac) viov @eoC, 
Koct elvou filv wpdrepov t|//Adv livdpuToVy xotrx TpoKOTifv $i tt^tf^evou rvjv roC GeoG 
Tpo<niyopfav. 

2 As regards the problem of the origin and gradual reception of the Johannine 
writings, and especially of the Gospel, their use by Montanus, and their abrupt rejection 
by the Alogi, are of the greatest significance, especially when we bear in mind the 
Churchly character of the latter. The rise of such an opposition in the very region in 
which the Gospel undoubtedly first came to light; the application to the fourth of a 
standard derived from the Synoptic Gospels; thedenial without scruple, of its apostolic 
origin; are facts which it seems to me have, at the present day, not been duly 
appreciated. We must not weaken their force by an appeal to the dogmatic character 
of the criticism practised by the Alogi; the attestation of the Gospel cannot 
have been convincing, if such a criticism was ventured on in the Church. But 
the Alogi distinctly denied to John and ascribed to Cerinthus the Apocalypse as 
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understanding, the party had a legitimate place within the devel- 
oping Catholic Church, and only so can we explain the criti- 
cism which their writings encountered in the period immediately 
succeeding. Meanwhile, the first express opposition with which 
we are acquainted to the Logos Christology was raised within 
the Church, by a party which, yet, must be conceived by us 
to have been in many respects specifically secularised. For the 
radical opposition to Montanism, and the open, and at the same 
time jesting, criticism on the Apocalypse, * can only be so re- 
garded. Yet the preference of the Logos Christology to others 
is itself indeed, as Celsus teaches, a symptom of secularisation 
and innovation in the creed. The Alogi attacked it on this 
ground when they took it as promoting Gnosticism (Docetism). 
But they also tried to refute the Logos Doctrine and the Logos 
Gospel on historical grounds, by a reference to the Synoptic 
Gospels. The representatives of this movement were^ as far as 
we know, the first to undertake within the Church a historical 
criticism, worthy of the fiame, of the Christian Scriptures and 
the Church tradition. They first confronted John's Gospel with 
the SynopticSj, and found numerous contradictions; Epiphanius, — 
and probably, before him, Hippolytus, — called them, therefore, 
word-hunters {^.s^iiiipovvTsg H. 51, ch. 34). They and their oppo- 
nents could retort on each other the charge of introducing 
innovations; but we cannot mistake the fact that the larger 
proportion of innovations is to be looked for on the side of 
the Alogi. How long the latter held their ground; how, when, 
and by whom they were expelled from the Church in Asia 
Minor, we do not know. 



■well as the Gospel. Of Cerinthus we know far too little to be justified in sharing 
in the holy horror of the Church Fathers. But even if the above hypothesis is 
false, and it is in fact very probable that it is, yet the very fact that it could be 
set up by Churchmen is instructive enough; for it shows us, what we do not know 
from any other source, that the Johannine writings met with, and had to overcome, 
opposition in their birth-place. 

* The Roman Caius took over this criticism from them, as is shown by Hip- 
polytus* Cap. adv. Caium. But, like Theodotus, to be mentioned presently, he 
rejected the view of the Alogi as regards John's Gospel. 
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(b). The Roman Adoptians.~Theodotus the leather-worker 

and his party: Asclepiodotus, Hermophilus, ApoUonides, 

Theodotus the money-changer, and also the 

Artemonites. ^ 

Towards the end of the episcopate of Eleutherus, or at the 
beginning of that of Victor (± 190) there came from Byzantium 
to Rome the leather-worker Theodotus, who afterwards was 

1 See Kapp, Hist Artemonis, 1737; Hagemann, Die romische Kirche in den drei 
ersten Jahrh., 1864; Lipsius, Quellenkritik, p. 235 f.; Lipsius, Chronologic der 
romischen Bischofe, p. 173 f.; Harnack, in the Ztschr. f. d. hist. Theol., 1874, 
p. 200; Caspari, Quellen III., pp. 318—321, 404 f.; Langen, Geschichte der romi- 
schen Kirche I., p. 192 f.; Caspari, Om Melchizedekiternes eller Theodotianemes 
eller Athinganemes Laerdomme og om hvad de herve at sige, naar de skuUe bline 
optagne i. den kristelige Kirke, in the Tidsskr f. d. evang. luth. Kirke. Ny Raekke, 
Bd. VIII., part 3, pp. 307—337. Authorities for the older Theodotus are; (i) the 
Syntagma of Hippolytus according to Epiph. H. 54, Philaster H. 50. and Pseudo- 
TertuU. H. 28; (2) the Philosophumena VII. 35, X. 23, IX. 3, 12, X. 27; (3) the 
fragment of Hippolytus against Noetus, ch. 3. 4) the fragments firom the so-called 
Little Labyrinth (in Euseb. H. E. V. 28), which was perhaps by Hippolytus, and 
was written in the fourth decade of the third century, and after the Philosophumena. 
This work was directed against Roman Dynamistic Monarchians under the leader- 
ship of a certain Artemas, who are to be distinguished from the Theodotians. 
(For the age and author of the Little Labyrinth, and for its connection with the 
writings against the Alogi and against Noetus; also for the appearance of Artemas, 
which is not to be dated before ± 235: see Caspari, Quellen I.e., and my art. 
"Monarchianismus", p. 186). Eusebius has confined his extracts from the Little 
Labyrinth to such as deal with the Theodotians. These extracts and Philos. Lib. X. 
are used by Theodoret (H. F. II. 4. 5); it is not probable that the latter had him- 
self examined the Little Labyrinth. A writing of Theodotus seems to have been 
made use of in the Syntagma of Hippolytus. As regards the younger Theodotus, his 
name has been handed down by the Little Labyrinth, the Philosoph. (VII. 36) and 
Pseudo-TertuU. H. 29 (Theodoret H. F. II. 6). The Syntagma tells of a party of 
Melchizedekians, which is traced in the Philosoph. and by the Pseudo-TertuUian to 
the younger Theodotus, but neither the party nor its founder is named. Very 
mysterious in contents and origin is the piece, edited for the first time from Parisian 
MSS. by Caspari (see above): wtpt Ms/^x^a-s^SKiavSiv Keti SeoioriuvSv Kxi 'Ad/y- 
yeof&v. The only controversial writing known to us against Artemas (Artemon) is 
the Little Labyrinth. Unfortunately Eusebius has not excerpted the passages aimed 
at him. Artemas is, again, omitted in the Syntagma and in the Philosoph. For this 
reason Epiphanius, Pseudo-Tertull. and Philaster have no articles expressly dealing 
with him. He is, however, mentioned prominently in the edict of the last Synod 
of Antioch held to oppose Paul of Samosata (so also in the Ep. Alexandri in 
Theodoret H. E. I. 3 and in Pamphilus* Apology Pro Orig. in Routh, Reliq. S. IV. 
p. 367); therefore many later writers against the heretics have named him (EpipL. 
H. 65. I, esp. Theodoret H. F. II. 6. etc.). Finally, let it be noticed that the state- 



Digitized by 



Google 



Chap, i] ROMAN ADOPTIANS 21 

characterised as the " founder, leader, and father of the God- 
denying revolt", i,e,y of^Adoptianism. Hippolytus calls him a 
"rag" {x7r6(T7rx(T[^(x) of the Alogi, and it is in fact not improb- 
able that he came from the circle of those theologians of Asia 
Minor. Stress is laid on his unusual culture; "he was supreme 
in Greek culture, very learned in science" {b Trxi^eicf, 'EAAi^v/xg 
ccTcpoi;^ 7rohv[Ji.ot6vig tov Xoyov)'^ and he was, therefore, highly re- 
spected in his native city. All we know for certain of his history 
is that he was excommunicated by the Roman Bishop, Victor, 
on account of the Christology which he taught in Rome (Euseb. 
V. 28. 6: dTTSKijpv^s rijg Kotvuvlxg)] his is, therefore^ the first 
case of which we are certain^ where a Christian who took his 
stand on the rule of faith was yet treated as a heretic. * As 
regards his teaching, the Philosophumena expressly testify to 
the orthodoxy of Theodotus in his theology and cosmology.' 
In reference to the Person of Christ he taught: that Jesus 
was a man, who, by a special decree of God, was born of a 
virgin through the operation of the Holy Spirit; but that we 
were not to see in him a heavenly being, who had assumed 
flesh in the virgin. After the piety of his life had been thoroughly 
tested, the Holy Ghost descended upon him in baptism; by 
this means he became Christ and received his equipment 
(hvvxiisiq) for his specia.1 vocation; and he demonstrated the 
righteousness, in virtue of which he excelled all men, and was, 
of necessity, their authority. Yet the descent of the Spirit upon \ 
Jesus was not sufficient to justify the contention that he was 
now "God". Some of the followers of Theodotus represented 

meats in the Synodicon Pappi, and in the Praedestinatus are worthless, and that 
the identification of the younger Theodotus with the Gnostic of the same name, 
extracts from whose works we possess, is inadmissable, not less so than the iden- 
tification with Theodotus, the Montanist, of whom we are informed by Eusebius. 
In this we agree with Zahn (Forschungen III., p. 123) against Neander andDorner. 
As an authority for the Roman Monarchians, Novatian, De Trinitate, also falb to 
be considered. 

1 It is significant that this took place in Rome. The Syntagma is further able 
to teU that Theodotus had denied Christ during the persecution in his native city 
before he came to Rome. See on this point my article on Monarchianism, p. 187. 

' VII. 35: ^&(FKm rat fcep) ijlIv tviq roO ttuvtoq cipx^i o-vi4.<puva sk fispovQ tc7q 
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Jesus as having become God through the resurrection; others 
disputed even this. * This Christology, Theodotus and his party- 
sought to prove from Scripture. Philaster says in general terms : 
** they use the chapters of Scripture which tell of Christ as man, 
but they avoid those which speak of him as God, reading and 
by no means understanding" (Utuntur capitulis scripturarum 
quae de Christo veluti de homine edocent, quae autem ut deo 
dicunt ea vero non accipiunt, legentes et nuUo modo intelle- 
gentes). Epiphanius has, fortunately, preserved for us fragments 
of the biblical theological investigations of Theodotus, by the help 
of the Syntagma. These show that there was no longer any 
dispute as to the extent of the N. T. Canon; the Gospel of 
John is recognised, and in this respect also Theodotus is Catho- 
lic. The investigations are interesting, however, because they 
are worked out by the same prosaic methods of exegesis, adopted 
in the above discussed works of the Alogi. ' 

1 Philos. Vn. 35: Btov ii ohli-JTort toCtov ygyovivai ^iKovvtv Ife^t r^ xa^diia 
ToO ^vtvfiotToq^ 'dnpot $i fitr^ t^v ix vtKpSiv iv^trrxTtv, The description in the 
text is substantially taken from the Philos., with whose account the contents of the 
Syntagma are not inconsistent. The statement that Theodotus denied the birth by 
the virgin is simply a calumny, first alleged by Epiphanius. The accoimt of the 
Philos. seems unreliable, at most, on a single point, viz., where, interpreting Theo- 
dotus, it calls the Spirit which descended at the baptism "Christ'* But possibly 
this too is correct, seeing that Hermas, and, later, the author of the Acta Archelai 
have also identified the Holy Spirit with the Son of God. (Compare also what 
Origen [yeipt ipx- pref.] has reported as Church tradition on the Holy Spirit.) In 
that case we would only have to substitute the "Son of God " for " Christ ", and to 
suppose that Hippolytus chose the latter term in order to be able to characterise 
the teaching of Theodotus as Gnostic (Cerinthian). On the possibility that the Theo- 
dotians, however, really named the Holy Spirit "Christ", see later on. 

2 Epiphanius mentions the appeal of the Theodotians to Deut. XVIII. 15; Jer. 
XVII. 9; Isa. LIII. 2 f.; Mat. XII. 31; Luke I. 35; John VIII. 40; Acts II. 22; 
I Tim. IL 5. They deduced from Mat. XII. 31, that the Holy Spirit held a higher place 
than the Son of Man. The treatment of the verses in Deut. and Luke is especially 
instructive. In the former Theodotus emphasised, not only the "T/)o4>»f'»'*f»"&C «/■*«"> 
and tlie "ix ruv iJfA4>^v", but also the *^iytpeT\ and concluded referring the 
passage to the Resurrection : 6 Ik 0€oC eyupdfMevo^ Xpta-ri^ ovtoq ouk ^v Bt^Q ixxk 
Uv6puiF0Qt tTeiiij t% xhr&v Ijv, u^ xai Mwt/o-ifc '^v&puTroQ ^v — accordingly the resus- 
citated Christ was not God. On Luke 1. 35 he argued thus: "The Gospel itself says 
in reference to Mary: 'the Spirit of the Lord will come upon thee'; but it does 
not say: *the Spirit of the Lord will be in thy body', or,' will enter into thee.' "— 
Further, if we may trust Epiphanius, Theodotus sought to divide the sentence — 
hh Koi rh ytvvwfitvov Ix a-oC Uytov K^tidfjcerat vlbq @8oO — , from the first half of 
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Theodotus' form of teaching was, even in the life-time of 
its author, held in Rome to be intolerable, and that by men 
disposed to Modalism — e,g», the Bishop himself, see under — as 
well as by the representatives of the Logos Christology. It is 
certain that he was excommunicated by Victor, accordingly 
before A.D. 199, on the charge of teaching that Christ was 
"mere man" [^iT^oq hipooTroq), We do not know how large his 
following was in the city. We cannot put it at a high figure, 
since in that case the Bishop would not have ventured on ex- 
communication. It must, however, have been large enough to 
allow of the experiment of forming an independent Church. 
This was attempted in the time of the Roman Bishop Zephyrine 
(199 — 218) by the most important of the disciples of Theodotus, 
viz., Theodotus the moneychanger, and a certain Asclepiodotus./ 
It is extremely probable that both of these men were also 
Greeks. A native, Natalius the confessor, was induced, so we - 
are told by the Little Labyrinth, to become Bishop of the party, 
at a salary of 150 denarii a month. The attempt failed. The 
oppressed Bishop soon deserted and returned into the bosom of/ 
the great Church. It was told that he had been persuaded by! 
visions and finally by blows with which *' holy angels " pursued, 
him during the night. The above undertaking is interesting in 
itself, since it proves how great had already become the gulf 
between the Church and these Monarchians in Rome, about 
A.D. 210; but still more instructive is the sketch given of the 
leaders of the party by the Little Labyrinth, a sketch that 
agrees excellently with the accounts given of the 'Af^/^j^pcDvTf^* 
in Asia, and of the exegetic labours of the older Theodotus. ^ 

the verse, as if the words "5/d kocV did not exist, so that he obtained the meaning 
that the Sonship of Christ would only begin later, — subsequent to the test. Perhaps, 
however, Theodotus entirely deleted "J/5 kccV\ just as he also read "Tvfi//ttaxwp/ot/" 
for "Tvei/jUflf Hyiov'''* in order to avoid all ambiguity. And since Hippolytus urges 
against him that John I. 14 did not contain ^^ro fcveHfix ^•^pl lye v«to", Theodotus 
must at least have interpreted the word "A^yo^" in the sense of "TvgO/t*a"; and 
an ancient formula really ran: "Xp/o-r^c ^v i^^^ to Trp&rov wveVfjiac iyivsro (r&p%^^ 
(2 Clem. IX. 5), where later "A^yoc" was, indeed, inserted in place of "TveC/iti". 
See the Cod. Constantinop. 

1 Euseb. (H. E. V. 28): "They falsified the Holy Scriptures without scruple, 
rejected the standards of the ancient faith, and misunderstood Christ For they 
did not examine what the Scriptures said, but carefully considered what logical 
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The offence charged against the Theodotians was three- 
fold: the grammatical and formal exegesis ofHoly Scripture, the 
trenchant textual criticism, and the thorough-going study of 
Logic, Mathematics, and the empirical sciences. It would seem 
at a first glance as if these men were no longer as a rule inter- 
ested in theology. But the opposite was the case. Their oppo- 
nent had himself to testify that they pursued grammatical exe- 
gesis "in order to prove their godless tenets," textual criticism 
in order to correct the manuscripts of the Holy Scriptures, and 
philosophy "in order by the science of unbelievers to support 
their heretical conception." He had also to bear witness to the 
fact that these scholars had not tampered with the inspiration 
of the Holy Scriptures, or the extent of the Canon (V. 28. 18). * 
Their whole work, therefore, was in the service of their theology. 
But the method of this work, — and we can infer it to have 
been also that of the Alogi and the older Theodotus — conflicted 
with the dominant theological method. Instead of Plato and 

figure they could obtain from it that would prove their godless teaching. And 
if any one brought before them a passage from Holy Scripture, they asked whether 
a conjunctive or disjunctive figure could be made of it. They set aside the Holy 
Scriptures of God, and employ themselves, instead, with geometry, being men who 
are earthly, and talk of what is earthly, and know not what comes from above. 
Some of them, therefore, study the geometry of Euclid with the greatest devotion ; 
Aristotle and Theophrastus are admired; Galen is even worshipped by some. But 
what need is there of words to show that men who misus<> the sciences of the 
unbelievers to prove their heretical views, and falsify with their own godless cunning 
the plain faith of Scripture, do not even stand on the borders of the faith ? They 
have therefore laid their hands so unscrupulously on the Holy Scriptures under 
the pretext that they had only amended it critically {Siupduxsvcu). He who will 
can convince himself that this is no calumny. For, if one should collect the 
manuscripts of any one of them and compare them, he would find them differ in 
many passages. At least, the manuscripts of Asclepiodbtus do not agree with those 
of Theodotus. But we can have examples of this to excess ; for their scholars have 
noted with ambitious zeal all that any one of them has, as tliey say, critically 
amended, /.^., distorted (effaced?). Again, with these the manuscripts of Hermo- 
philus do not agree; and those of Apollonides even differ from each other. For 
if we compare the manuscripts first restored by them (him ?) with the later re-corrected 
copies, variations are found in many places. But some of them have not even 
found it worth the trouble to falsify the Holy Scriptures, but have simply rejected 
the Law and the Prophets, and have by this lawless and godless doctrine hurled 
themselves, under the pretext of gi-ace, into the deepest abyss of perdition. 

1 See under. 
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Zeno, the Adoptians revered the Empiricists ; instead of the alle- 
gorical interpretation of Scripture, the grammatical was alone 
held to be valid; instead of simply accepting or capriciously 
trimming the traditional text, an attempt was made to discover |^ 
the original. How unique and valuable is this information! 
How instructive it is to observe that this method struck the dis- 
ciple of the Apologists and Irenaeus ^ as strange, nay, even as 
heretical, that while he would have seen nothing to object to 
in the study of Plato, he was seized with horror at the idea of 
Aristotle, Euclid, and Galen, being put in the place of Plato I 
The difference was, indeed, not merely one of method. In the 
condition of the theology of the Church at that time, it could 
not be supposed that religious conviction was especially strong 
or ardent in men who depreciated the religious philosophy of 
the Greeks. For whence, if not from this source, or from 
Apocalyptics, did men then derive a distinctively pious enthusi- 
asm?' It is also little to be wondered at that the attempt 
made by these scholars to found a Church in Rome, was so 
quickly wrecked. They were fated to remain officers without 
an army; for with grammar, textual criticism, and logic one 
could only throw discredit, in the communities, on the form of 
Christological doctrine which held the highest place and had 
been rendered venerable by long tradition. These scholars, 
therefore, although they regarded themselves as Catholic, stood 
outside the Church. ^ Of the works of these, the earliest exeget- 
ical scholars, nothing has come down to us. * They have gone 

1 See V. 28. 4, 5. 

2 The triumph of Neo-platonic philosophy and of the Logos Christology ia 
Christian theology is, in this sense, to be considered an advance. That philosophy, 
indeed, in the third century, triumphed throughout the empire over its rivals, and 
therefore the exclusive alliance concluded with it by Christian tradition was one 
which, when it took place, could be said to have been inevitable. Suppose, how- i 
ever, that the theology of Sabellius or of Paul had established itself in the Church I 
in the 3rd century, then a gulf would have been created between the Church and 
Hellenism that would have made it impossible for the religion of the Church to 
become that of the empire. Neo-platonic tradition was the final product of antiquity 
it disposed, but as a living force, of the intellectual and moral capital of the past 

3 As " genuine " scholars — and this is a very characteristic feature — they took very 
great care that each should have the credit of his own amendments on the text. 

* The Syntagma knows or these; Epiph. H. 55. c. i: TrAecTroucrtv iecvrol^ kxI 
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without leaving any appreciable effect on the Church. Contrast 
the significance gained by the schools of Alexandria and Anti- 
och 1 The latter, which rose about 60 years later, took up again 
the work of this Roman school. It, too, came to stand outside 
the great Church ; but it brought about one of the most import- 
ant crises in the dogmatics of the Church, because in its philoso- 
phico-theological starting-point it was at one with orthodoxy. 

The methodical and exegetical examination of the Holy 
Scriptures confirmed the Theodotians in their conception of 
Christ as the man in whom in an especial manner the Spirit 
of God had operated, and had made them opponents of the 
Logos Christology. The author of the Little Labyrinth does 
not state wherein the doctrine of the younger Theodotus differed 
, from that of the older. When he says that some of the Theo- 
/^^u>>^ Idotians rejected the law and the prophets 7rpo<pJi(r€i x^P^'^^^^ we 
I may well suppose that they simply emphasised — in a Pauline 
jsense, or because of considerations drawn from a historical 
'study of religion — the relativity of the authority of the O. T. ; * 
for there is as little known of any rejection of the Catholic 
Canon on the part of the Theodotians, as of a departure from 
the rule of faith. Now Hippolytus has extracted from the exe- 
getical works of the younger Theodotus one passage, the dis- 
cussion of Hebr. V. 6, 10; VI. 20f; VII. 3, 17; and out of 
this he has made an important heresy. Later historians eagerly 
seized on this; they ascribed to the younger Theodotus, as 
distinguished from the older, a cultus of Melchizedek and in- 
— ^ vented a sect of Melchizedekians (= Theodotians). The money- 
/ changer taught, it was said (Epiph. H. 55), that Melchizedek 
was a very great power, and more exalted than Christ, the 
latter being merely related to the former as the copy to the 
original. Melchizedek was the advocate of the heavenly powers 
. before God, and the High Priest among men, ^ while Jesus as 

1 Even the great anti-gnostic teachers had come to this view (see Vol. II., p. 304) 
without indeed drawing the consequences which the Theodotians may have deduced 
more certainly. 

3 L.C. Af7 iiiix^r& Mf A%/o-f 3Jx TFpov^ipsiv^ 0ao-/v, 7vx h^ avrov 'jrpoa-evsx^^ t/T^p 
ij/x^v, xxi tVpufjLSv h'' al/rov ^u^v. 
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priest stood a degree lower. The origin of the former was 
completely concealed, because it was heavenly, but Jesus was 
born of Mary. To this Epiphanius adds that the party 
presented its oblations in the name of M. {aiq hoiiot^ rov MfA%/- 
(TfSfJc); for he was the guide to God, the prince of righteous- 
ness, the true Son of God. It is apparent that the Theodotians 
cannot have taught this simply as it stands. The explanatioiu-* 
is not far to seek. There was a wide-spread opinion in the 
whole ancient Church, that Melchizedek was a manifestation of 
the true Son of God; and to this view many speculations 
attached themselves, here and there in connection with a subord- 
inationist Christology. * The Theodotians shared this conception. 
Immediately after the sentence given above Epiphanius has 
(55, c. 8): And Christ, they say, was chosen that he might 
call us from many ways to this one knowledge, having been 
anointed by God, and chosen, when he turned us from idols 
and showed us the way. And the Apostle having been sent 
by him revealed to us that Melchizedek is great and remains 
a priest for ever, and behold how great he is ; and because the 
less is blessed by the greater, therefore he says that he as 
being greater blessed Abraham the patriarch; of whom we are 
initiated that we may obtain from him the blessing. ^ 

Now the Christological conception, formulated in the first half 

1 See Clem. Alex. Strom. IV. 25. 161 ; Hierakas in Epiph. H. 55, c. 5, H. 67, c. 3 ; 
Philast. H. 148. Epiph. has himself to confess (H. 55, c. 7). that even in his time 
the view to be taken of Melchizedek was still a subject of dispute among Catholic 
Christians: oi fikv y^p aur^v vofjLt^ova't cpva-gi rbv viov roV &80C iv l$8u Mpuffov 
r6rt r^ ^A^px^fz fft^^vsvxi. Jerome Ep. 73 is important. The Egyptian hermit, 
Marcus, wrote, about A.D. 400, an independent work el^ rov M«A;c/o-«5^x xotrk 
MeXxto's$sxst&v, i.e,^ against those who saw in Melchizedek a manifestation of the 
true Son of God (see Photius, Biblioth. 200; Diet, of Christ. Biog. III. p. 827; 
Herzog's R. E., 2 Aufl. IX. p. 290); cf. the above described fragment, edited for 
the first time by Caspari; further Theodoret H. F. II. 6, Timotheus Presb. in 
Cotelier, Monum. Eccl. Gnecae IH. p. 392 etc. 

- Kai Xpia-ro^ /ia^v, (pcca-fv^ B^s/igyij^ Yvx y,ixSii Kcc^ea-^ f.k 'jfoXXSjv i$S}v ei^ (asccv 
rxvr^v TJfv yvSJa-iv, vxh &eov xsxpfo-fjtsvoQ kxI ixhtKT^QysvoiJLevotiyl'xet^vi xxia-rpf^ev 
ilfjtxQ XTO e/5«A«v XXI vxi^sf^ev i^/zTv ryjv 6$dv. 'E| ovTrep 6 xxovroho^ x'roQTX?iSti 
xTsx^Xv^ev ^/tcTv, \irt /jteyxQ sa-Ttv 6 McA^/o-j^ix, xxi tgpei/Q iiivei etQ rbv xt£vx, 
Kxt, &eoope7re T»fA/xo; oSro^' xxt \iri rb 'i/^xtra-ov ex roC /d-ii^ovoi iv^oye7rxi^ h^ 
roCro^ ^i1<ri, xxt rbv 'A^pxxfx. rbv yrxrpfdpx^v evX6yiia'sv wi fMsf^cov iSv o5 »j/xf7; 
ea-fziv fivcrxf^ 'dTUQ rvx^l^-^ ^*P' X'jrov r>ji sl/^oyixQ. 
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of this paragraph, was certainly not reported from an opponent. 
It is precisely that of the Shepherd, * and accordingly very an- 
cient in the Roman Church.' From this, and by. a reference 
to the controversial writing of Hippolytus (Epiph. I.e. ch. 9), 
the ** heretical" cultus of Melchizedek is explained. These Theo- 
dotians maintained, as is also shown by their exegesis on i Cor. 
VIII. 6, ' three points : First, that besides the Father the only 
divine being was the Holy Spirit, who was identical with 
the Son — again simply the position of Hermas; secondly, that 
this Holy Spirit appeared to Abraham in the form of the King 
of Righteousness — and this, as has been shown above, was no 
novel contention; thirdly, that Jesus was a man anointed with 
the power of the Holy Ghost. But, in that case, it was only 
logical, and in itself not uncatholic, to teach that offerings and 
worship were due, as to the true, eternal Son of God, to this 
King of Righteousness who had appeared to Abraham, and 
had blessed him and his real descendants, /.^., the Christians. 
And if, in comparison with this Son of God, the chosen and 
anointed servant of God, Jesus, appears inferior at first, pre- 
cisely in so far as he is man, yet their position was no more 
unfavourable in this respect than that of Hermas. For Hermas 
also taught that Jesus, being only the adopted Son of God, 
was really not to be compared to the Holy Spirit, the Eternal 
Son; or, rather, he is related to the latter, to use a Theodotian 
expression, as the copy to the original. Yet there is undoubt- 
edly a great distinction between the Theodotians and Hermas. 
They unmistakably used their speculations as to the eternal 

* Cf. the striking agreement with Sim. V., especially ch. VI. 3 : otvrhq KOtdapfa-ati 
rk^ afiupricti roV ^atoO 'i^st^ev uvrot^ ri; rpt^ovi riJc ^uij^. 

2 The theologico-philosophical impress which, as distinguished from Sim. V., 
marks the whole passage, is of course unmistakable. Notice what is said as to 
Paul, and the expression "ftj/fl-r«i". 

3 The Theodotians seem to have taken Christ in this verse to mean not Jesus, 
but the Holy Spirit, the eternal Son of God, deleting the name Jesus (Epiph. 
H. 55, ch. 9). If that is so then the Philosophumena is right when it relates that 
the Theodotians had also given the name of Christ to the pre-existent Son of God, 
the Holy Ghost. Yet it is not certain whether we should regard the above 
quoted chapter of Epiphanius at all as reporting the Theodotian interpretation 
of I Cor. VIII. 6. 
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Son of God in order to rise to .that Son from the man Jesus 
of history, and to transcend the historical in general as some- 
thing subordinate. * There is not a word of this to be found 
in Hermas. Thus, the Theodotians sought, in a similar way to 
Origen, to rid themselves by speculation of what was merely 
historical, setting, like him, the eternal Son of God above the ^ 
Crucified One. We have evidence of the correctness of this 
opinion in the observation that these speculations on Melchi- 
zedek were continued precisely in the school of Origen. We 
find them, and that with the same tendency to depreciate the 
historical Son of God, in Hieracas and the confederacy of 
Hieracite monks ; ' as also in the monks who held the views of 
Origen in Egypt in the fourth and fifth centuries. 

We have accordingly found that these theologians retained 
the ancient Roman Christology represented by Hermas; but 
that they edited it theologically and consequently changed its 
intention. If, at that time, the "Pastor** was still read in the 
Roman Church, while the Theodotian Christology was con- 
demned, then its Christology must have been differently inter- 
preted. In view of the peculiar character of the book, this 
would not be difficult. We may ask, however, whether the teach- 
ing of the Theodotians is really to be characterised as Monarchian, 
seeing that they assigned a special, and as it seems, an inde- 
pendent role to the Holy Spirit apart from God. Meanwhile, 
we can no longer determine how these theologians reconciled 
the separate substance (hypostasis) of the Holy Ghost, with 
the unity of the Person of God. But so much is certain, that 
in their Christology the Spirit was considered by them only as 
a power, and that, on the other hand, their rejection of the 
Logos Christology was not due to any repugnance to the idea 
of a second divine being. This is proved by their teaching as 
to the Holy Spirit and His appearance in the Old Testament. 

* Epiph. H. 55, ch. 8: f/; '<Jvo/x« l\ rovrov roV MfA%/o-c^lx tj irpoitpiifjtevif 
uVpsa-ti Kui r»i Tpoa-^opx^ otvct^ipei, xat xurov slvut elffocyotyix Tpdi rbv 0cdv xat 
$t^ avroC, ^iia-ty isl r^ &s^ Trpoo-^gptfv, Urt Hpx^itv ea-rt hxouoo-vvii^t gyr* aur^ TOvr(p 
Keerao'Ta&sti v'ro roC &80V sv ovpxv^^ Tvevfiarixdi rt^ 2tfv, xatt vioi &toC rsruyfiho^ 
. . . . c. I : Xpta-rd^y ^if»"/v, sa-rtv 'in vTo^gga-Tspo^ rov MeAp^/o-g^f x. 

« See my art. in Herzog R. E., 2 Aufl. VI. p. 100 (Epiph. LV. 5; LXVII. 3). 
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But then the difference between them and their opponents does 

not belong to the sphere of the doctrine of God; they are rather 

substantially at one on this subject with a theologian like Hippo- 

lytus. If that is so, however, their opponents were undoubtedly 

superior to them, while they themselves fell short of the traditional 

estimate of Christ. In other words, if there was an eternal 

Son of God, or any one of that nature, and if He appeared 

under the old covenant, then the traditional estimate of Jesus 

could not be maintained, once he was separated from that Son. * 

The formula of the man anointed with the Spirit was no 

[ longer sufficient to establish the transcendent greatness of the 

! revelation of God in Christ, and it is only a natural conse- 

I quence that the O. T. theophanies should appear in a brighter 

light. We see here why the old Christological conceptions 

' passed away so quickly, comparatively speaking, and gave place 

so soon in the Churches to the complete and essential elevation 

} of Jesus to the rank of deity, whenever theological reflection 

I awoke to life. It was, above all, the distinctive method of viewing 

{ the Old Testament and its theophanies that led to this. 

In certain respects the attempt of the Theodotians presents 
itself as an innovation. They sought to raise a once accepted, 
but, so to speak, enthusiastic form of faith to the stage of 
theology and to defend it as the only right one ; they expressly 
refused, or, at least, declared to be matter of controversy, the 
use of the title "God" (0foV) as applied to Jesus; they advanc- 
ed beyond Jesus to an eternal, unchangeable Being (beside 
God). In this sense, in consequence of the new interest which 
the representatives of the above doctrine took in the old for- 
mula, it is to be regarded as novel. For we can hardly attri- 
bute to pre-catholic Christians like Hermas, a special interest in 
the essential humanity of Jesus. They certainly believed that 
they gave full expression in their formulas to the highest pos- 
sible estimate of the Redeemer ; they had no other idea. These 
theologians, on the other hand, defended a lower conception 
of Christ against a higher. Thus we may judge them on their 
own ground ; for they let the idea of a heavenly Son of God 

* Hennas did not do this, in so far as in the language of religion he speaks 
only of a Son of God (Simil. IX.). 
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stand, and did not carry out the complete revision of the pre- 
vailing doctrine that would have justified them in proving their 
Christological conception to be the one really legitimate and 
satisfactory. They indeed supported it by Scriptural proof, and 
in this certainly surpassed their opponents, but the proof did 
not cover the gaps in their dogmatic procedure. Since they 
took their stand on the regula fideiy it is unjust and at the 
same time unhistorical to call their form of doctrine "Ebionitic", 
or to dispose of them with the phrase that Christ was to them 
exclusively a mere man (-v/^/Ao^ hdpuTog). But if we consider the 
circumstances in which they appeared, and the excessive ex- 
pectations that were pretty generally attached to the possession 
of faith — above all, the prospect of the future deification of 
every believer — we cannot avoid the impression, that a doctrine 
could not but be held to be destructive, which did not even 
elevate Christ to divine honours, or, at most, assigned him 
an apotheosis, like that imagined by the heathens for their 
emperors or an Antinous. Apocalyptic enthusiasm passed grad- 
ually into Neo-platonic mysticism. In this transition these scho- 
lars took no share. They rather sought to separate a part of 
the old conceptions, and to defend that with the scientific means 
of their opponents. 

Once more, 20 to 30 years later, the attempt was 
made in Rome by a certain Artemas to rejuvenate the old 
Christology. We are extremely ill informed as to this last phase 
of Roman Adoptianism; for the extracts taken by Eusebius 
from the Little Labyrinth, the work written against Artemas and 
his party, apply almost exclusively to the Theodotians. We 
learn, however, that the party appealed to the historical justifi- 
cation of their teaching in Rome, maintaining that Bishop 
Zephyrine had first falsified the true doctrine which they de- 
fended. ^ The relative correctness of this contention is indisput- 
able, especially if we consider that Zephyrine had not dis- 

^ Euseb. H. E. V. 28. 3: (peea-t y^p tovq [xh Tporipov^ octtxvtu^ xxt uutovq rob^ 
uTToa-rS^ov^, TexpsiXyi^ivou re tcut $i$t$eix^vai raCrx, H vvv ovrot ^iyova-ij xcei rerii' 
pvia-$at Tjfv u?<viQetet)f roO xtipvyf^ctroQ fiexp* ta'v pjp^vwv roV Bixropog . . . uto $1 roG 
$iu$6xov oc'JTOv Zs(pvp:vov Troepxxsx^P^X^^* riiv cchvi^stxy. 
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approved of the formula, certainly novel, that '*the Father had 
suffered". The author of the Little Labyrinth reminds them that 
Theodotus had been already excommunicated by Victor, and 
of this fact they themselves cannot have been ignorant. When, 
moreover, we observe the evident anxiety of the writer to im- 
pose Theodotus upon them as their spiritual father, we come 
to the conclusion that the party did not identify themselves 
with the Theodotians. What they regarded as the point of 
difference we do not know. It is alone certain that they also 
refused to call Christ "God"; for the writer feels it neces- 
sary to justify the use of the title from tradition. * Artemas was 
still alive in Rome at the close of the 7th decade of the 3rd century, 
but he was completely severed from the great Church, and 
without any real influence. No notice is taken of him even in 
the letters of Cyprian. ^ Since Artemas was characterised as the 
"father" of Paul in the controversy with that Bishop (Euseb. 
H. E. VIL 30. 16), he had afterwards attained a certain cele- 
brity in the East, and had supplanted even Theodotus in the 
recollection of the Church. In the subsequent age, the phrase : 
"Ebion, Artemas, Paulus (or Photinus)" was stereotyped; this 
was afterwards supplemented with the name of Nestorius, and 
in that form the phrase became a constant feature in Byzantine 
dogmatics and polemics. 

(c). Traces of Adoptian Christology in the West after Artemas. 

Adoptian Christology — Dynamistic Monarchianism — apparently 
passed rapidly and almost entirely away in the West. The 
striking formula, settled by the Symbol, " Christus, homo et 
deus", and, above all, the conviction that Christ had appeared 
in the O. T., brought about the destruction of the party. Yet, 

1 Euseb. H. E. V. 28. 4, 5. 

2 We know that he still lived about 270 from the document of the Synod of 
Antioch in the case of Paul of Samosata. We read there (Euseb. H. E. VII. 30. 1 7) : 
"Paul may write letters to Artemas and the followers of A. are said to hold 
communion with him." We have probably to regard as Artemonites those unnamed 
persons, mentioned in Novatian De Trinitate, who explained Jesus to be a mere 
man (homo nudus et solitarius). Artemas is also named in Methodius Conviv. 
VIII. 10, Ed. Jahn, p. 37. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Chap, ij LAST TRACES IN THE WEST 3 3 

here and there— in connection, doubtless, with the reading of Her- 
nias * — the old faith, or the old formula, that the Holy Spirit is the 
eternal Son of God and at the same time the Christ-Spirit, held its 
ground, and, with it, conceptions which bordered on Adoptianism. 
Thus we read in the writing " De montibus Sina et Sion '* " composed 
in vulgar Latin and attributed wrongly to Cypriaq, ch. IV:"The 
body of the Lord was called Jesus by God the Father; the 
Holy Spirit that descended from heaven was called Christ 
by God the Father, />., anointed of the living God, the Spirit 
joined to the body Jesus Christ'* (Caro dominica a deo patre 
Jesu vocita est ; spiritus sanctus, qui de caelo descendit, Christus, 
id est unctus dei vivi, a deo vocitus est, spiritus carni mixtus 
Jesus Christus). Compare ch. XIIL : the H. S., Son of God, sees 
Himself double, the Father sees Himself in the Son, the Son 
in the Father, each in eath (Sanctus spiritus, dei filius^ gemi- 
natum se videt, pater in filio et filius in patre utrosque se in se 
vident). There were accordingly only two hypostases, and the 
Redeemer is the flesh (caro), to which the pre-existent Holy 
Spirit, the eternal Son of God, the Christ, descended. Whether 
the author understood Christ as "forming a person" or as a 
power cannot be decided; probably, being no theologian, the 
question did not occur to him. ' We do not hear that the 
doctrine of Photinus, who was himself a Greek, gained any 
considerable approval in the West. But we learn casually that 
even in the beginning of the 5 th century a certain Marcus was 
fcxpelled from Rome for holding the heresy of Photinus, and 
that he obtained a following in Dalmatia. Incomparably more 
instructive, however, is the account given by Augustine (Con- 
fess. VIL 19. [25]) of his own and his friend Alypius* Christ- 
ological belief, at a time when both stood quite near the Catho- 

1 Even TertuUian used the Christological formula of Hermas when he was not 
engaged in Apologetics or in polemics against the Gnostics. 

« Hartel, 0pp. Cypr. HI., p. 104 sq. 

3 Hilary's work "De trinitate" also shows (esp. X. 18 ff., 50 ff.) what different 
Christologies stiU existed in the West in the middle of the 4th century. There 
were some who maintained: "quod in eo ex virgine creando efficax dei sapientia 
et virtus exstiterit, et in nativitate eius divinae prudentiae et potestatis opus intelle- 
gatur, sitque in eo efficientia potius quam natura sapientiae. 
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lie Church, and had been preparing to enter it. At that time 
Augustine's view of Christ was practically that of Photinus; 
and Alypius denied that Christ had a human soul ; yet both had 
held their Christology to be Catholic^ and only afterwards learned 
better. * Now let us remember that Augustine had enjoyed a 
Catholic education, and had been in constant intercourse with 
Catholics, and we see clearly that among the laity of the West 
very little Wcis known of the Christological formulas, and very 
different doctrines of Christ were in fact current even at the 
close of the 4th century. ' 

(d). The Ejection of the Adoptian Christology in the East,— 
Beryll of Bostra, Paul of Samosata, etc. 

We can see from the writings of Origen that there were also 
many in the East who rejected the Logos Christology. Those 
were undoubtedly most numerous who identified the Father and 
the Son ; but there were not wanting such as, while they made a 
distinction, attributed to the Son a human nature only, ' and 

1 Augustine, l.c. . . . Quia itaque vera scripta sunt (sc. the Holy Scriptures) totum 
hominem in Christo agnoscebam; non corpus tantum hominis, aut cum corpore sine 
mente animam, sed ipsum hominem, non persona veritatis, sed magna quadam naturae 
humana; excellentia et perfectiore participatione sapientiae praeferri coeteris arbitrabar. 
Alypius autem deum came indutum ita putabat credi a Catbolicis, ut praeter deum 
et carnem non esset in Christo anima, mentemque hominis non existimabat in eo 
praedicari . . . Sed postea haereticorum ApoUinaristarum hunc errorem esse cognos- 
cenSj catholicae fidei coUaetatus et contemperatus est. Ego autem aliquanto posterius 
didicisse me fateor, in eo quod "verbum caro factum est " quomodo catholica Veritas 
a Photini falsitate dirimatur. 

* In the Fragment, only preserved in Arabic, of a letter of Pope Innocent L 
to Severianus, Bishop of Gabala (Mai, Spicileg. Rom. III., p. 702) we still read 
the warning : " Let no one believe that it was only at the time when the divine 
Word on earth came to receive baptism from John that this divine nature originated, 
when, />., John heard the voice of the Father from heaven. It was certainly 
not so, etc." 

3 Orig. on John II. 2, Lomm. I., p. 92: Yiou rb toAAo^c ^t^oSsovQ slvcct svxo- 
lievov^ rocpxa-a-oVy euXu^ov^isvov(i $vo avaiyopeCa-xt SeovQy xati yrxpx toCto TreptTTiTrrovTocc; 
^ev$sa-t xcct aa-s^io-t $6yiJt,xa'tVy Vtrot xpvovfjLBvovt; l^i6r^TX vfoV iripotv Txpoc rifv roC 
Tocrpd^y dfjLO^oyoVvruQ ®ebv ilvcet rbv f^ixpt hv6fJ,otTO^ xxp"* xhroii vibv "rpoa-ecyopsv- 
6iJL€V0Vy \i &pvov(jLivovi Tjfv Qs6riiTx roC vtoVy TtdfvrxQ $^ xvroC rHjv thdrtirx tcxtrijv 
ova-fxv Kxrx TTsptypxcpifv rvyx^^ovvxv irepxv roV yrxTpd^y svrsVQev ^vea-Oxt ^vvxrxt^ 
see also what follows. Pseudo-Gregor. (Apollinaris) in Mai (Nov. Coll. VII. i. 
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accordingly taught like the Theodotians. Origen by no means 
treated them, as a rule, as declared heretics, but as misled, or 
"simple". Christian brethren who required friendly teaching. 
He himself, besides, had also inserted the Adoptian Christology 
into his complicated doctrine of Christ; for he had attached the 
greatest value to the tenet that Jesus should be held a real man 
who had been chosen by God, who in virtue of his free will, 
had steadfastly attested his excellence, and who, at last, had 
become perfectly fused with the Logos in disposition, will, 
and finally also in nature (see Vol. II., p. 369 f.). Origen laid 
such decided emphasis on this that his opponents afterwards 
classed him with Paul of Samosata and Artemas, * and Pamphi- 
lus required to point out "that Origen 3aid that the Son of 
God was born of the very substance of God, />., was ofJLOGV(Ttog^ 
which means, of the same substance with the Father, but that 
he was not a creature who became a son by adoption, but a 
true son by nSiture, generated by the Father Himself" (quod 
Origines filium del de ipsa del substantia natum dixerit, id est, 
ofioovcriov, quod est, eiusdem cum patre substantiae, et non esse 
creaturam per adoptionem sed natura filium verum, ex ipso patre 
generatum).' So Origen in fact taught, and he was very far 
from seeing more in the Adoptian doctrine than a fragment of 
the complete Christology. He attempted to convince the Adop- 
tians of their error, more correctly, of their questionable one- 
sidedness, * but he had seldom any other occasion to contend 
with them. 

p. 171) speaks of men who conceived Christ as being * filled with divinity', but 
made no specific distinction between liim and the prophets, and worshipped a man 
with divine power after the manner of the heathens. 

* Pamphili Apolog. in Routh, IV., p. 367; Schultz in the Jahrbb. f. protest. 
Theol. 1875, p. 193 f. On Origen and the Monarchians, see Hagemann, l.c., p. 300 f. 

2 See I.C., p, 368. 

^ Orig. in Ep. ad Titum, Lomm. V., p. 287 "Sed et eos, qui hominem dicunt 
dominum lesum praecognitum et praedestinatum, qui ante adventum camalem sub- 
stantialiter et proprie non exstiterit, sed quod homo natus patris solam in se habuerit 
deitatem, ne illos quidem sine periculo est ecclesiae numero sociari." This passage, 
undoubtedly, need not necessarily be applied to Dynamistic Monarchians, any more 
than the description about to be quoted of the doctrine of Beryll. There may have 
existed a middle type between Dynamistic and Modalistic Monarchianism, according 
to which the humanity as well as the deltas patris in Jesus Christ was held to 
be personal. 
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Perhaps we should here include the action against Beryll 
of Bostra. This Arabian Bishop taught Monarchianism. His 
doctrine aroused a violent opposition. The Bishops of the 
province were deeply agitated and instituted many examinations 
and discussions. But they appear not to have come to any 
result. Origen was called in, and, as we are informed by 
Eusebius, who had himself examined the acts of the Synods, 
he succeeded . in a disputation in amicably convincing the Bishop 
of his error.* This happened, according to the common view, 
in A.D. 244. We have to depend, for the teaching of Beryll, 
on one sentence in Eusebius, which has received very different 
interpretations. ' Nitzsch says rightly, ' that Eusebius missed 
in Beryll the recognition of the separate divine personality 
(hypostasis) in Christ and of his pre-existence, but not the re- 
cognition of his deity. However, this is not enough to class the 
Bishop with certainty among the Patripassians, since Eusebius* 
own Christological view, by which that of Beryll was here 
gauged, was very vague. Even the circumstance, that at the 
Synod of Bostra (according to Socrates) Christ was expressly 
decreed to have a human soul, is not decisive; for Origen 
might have carried the recognition of this dogma, which was 

» Euseb. H. E. VI. 33. See also Socrates H. E. III. 7. 

2 L.C. : rov a-ur^pat xctt xvptov mf«v ft^ '^pov^sa-rdvoct xur* i^tav ova-fccq 'rrspi- 
ypet(piiv Tph rvii tU ivBpwTrovi gT/^iff^/a;, /lAif^l 6s6r}irat t$iocv Hx^tv, <&AA sf^TTo^trevo- 
[levijv auT^ (Uviiv rijv frxrpiKViv. The 'word ^epiypa^^ is first fouod in the Excerpta 
Theodoti 19, where xacrk 'jrepiyp»<pviv is contrasted in the sense of personality with 
the x«t' obviatv (rof/ ®eofj). The latter was accordingly felt to be Modalistic: xxi 
6 x6yo% a-kp% gyevsrOy ou xurk rifv 'jrotpovo'iotv /Jt6vov MpwroQ yeydfiivo^^ a^A,k koI 
sv »PXV ^ ^^ Tccvr6riirt ^6yo^ xoerx TPgptypx^^v KCti ou xar' oha-ixv yiv6fjLivoiy 6 vtb^ ; 
cf., ch. 10, where vsptyp^cpea-Seet also expresses the personal existence, ;.^., what was 
afterwards termed vTrSa-rcca-t^, This word was not yet so used, so far as I know, 
in the 3rd century. In Origen Ttptypx<pii is likewise the expression for the strictly 
self-contained personality; see Comm. on John I. 42, Lomm. I. 88: iia-Tep oZv 
ivy^fist^ 0«of/ TT^etoviQ gta-tv, Sv ix^vr^ xotrh Tsptypcc^ijvy Sv hot(pepgt 6 a-urtipt 
ovrofi 6 ^>6yoQ — st xott Tap' vifuv ovx 'ia-rt xxrit Ttptypai^fiv exrb^ y^iSv — vovj^o'srou 
6 Xpta-rhi x.r.A. In our passage and Pseudo-Hippol. c. Beron. i, 4, it means simply 
"configuration". 

* Dogmengesch. I., p. 202. See on Beryll, who has become a favourite of the 
historians of dogma, apart from the extended historical works, Ullmann, de Beryllo, 
1835; Theod. Stud. u. Krit., 1836; Fock Diss, de Christologia B. 1843; Rossel in 
the Berliner Jahrbb., 1844, No. 41 f.; Kober in the Theol. Quartalschr., 1848, 1. 
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. of the highest importance to him, whatever the doctrine of 
Beryll had been. That the Bishop rather taught Dynamistic 
Monarchianism is supported, first, by the circumstance that 
this form of doctrine had, as we can prove, long persisted in 
Arabia and Syria; and, secondly, by the observation that Origen, 
in the fragment of his commentary on the Ep. of Titus (see 
above), has contrasted with the Patripassian belief^ a kind of 
teaching which seems to coincide with that of Beryll. Primitive 
Dynamistic Monarchian conceptions must, however, be im- 
puted also to those Egyptian Millenarians whom Dionysiiis of 
Alexandria opposed, and whom he considered it necessary to 
instruct **in the glorious and truly divine appearing of our 
Lord" (5r£p/ ri}^ iv^o^ov kx) iKviiooq ivSiov rov Kvplov vniuv 
sTTtCpxvslxg. ' 

These were all, indeed, isolated and relatively unimportant 
phenomena ; but they prove that even about the middle of the a 
3rd century the Logos Christology was not universally recog- ' 
nised in the East, and that the Monarchians were still treated 
indulgently.' Decisive action was first taken and Adoptianism was ^^ 
ranked in the East with Ebionitism as a heresy, in the case of 
the incumbent of the most exalted Bishopric in the East, P^l / 
of Samosat a, Bishop of Antioch from 260, but perhaps a little 
earlier. He opposed the already dominant doctrine of the 
essential natural deity of Christ, and set up once more the old 
view of the human Person of the Redeemer. * That happened 

1 It is contained in the words of Origen given above, p. 35, note 3. 

3 Euseb. H. E. VII. 24, 5. By the Epiphany we have to understand the future 
appearing; but thorough-going Millenarians in the East, in the country districts, 
hardly recognised the doctrine of the Logos. 

3 The uncertainty which still prevailed in the 3rd century in reference to 
Christology is seen whenever we take up works not written by learned theologians. 
Especially the circumstance that, according to the Creed and the Gospel, the Holy 
Ghost took part in the conception of Jesus, constantly prompted the most curious 
phrases regarding the personal divinity of Christ, and the assumptio carnis of the 
Logos, see, e,g,^ Orac. Sibyll. VI. V. 6, where Christ is called " Sweet God whom 
the Spirit, in the white plumage of the dove, begot." 

4 Feuerlein, De haeresi Pauli Samosat, 1 741; Ehrlich, De erroribus P.S., 1745; 
Schwab, Diss, de P.S. vita atque doctrina, 1839; Hefele, Conciliengesch. 2Aufl. 1., 
p. 135; Routh, Reliq. S. III., pp. 286 — 367; Frohschammer, Ueber die Verwerfung 
des 6fzoova-ioit in the Theol. Quartalschr. 1850, I. 
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38 HISTORY OF DOGMA [Chap. i. 

at a time when, through Alexandrian theology, the use of the 
categories Xiyog (word), ovdx (being), vTrocrrxa-ig (substance), 
ivv7ro(rTXTog (subsisting), TrpifrooTov (person), TrspiypxCpij ovfrixg (con- 
figuration of essence), etc., had almost already become legitim- 
ised, and when in the widest circles the idea had taken root 
that the Person of Jesus Christ must be accorded a background 
peculiar to itself, and essentially divine. 

We do not know the circumstances in which Paul felt him- 
self impelled to attack the form of doctrine taught by Alex- 
andrian philosophy. Yet it is noticeable that it was not a 
province of the Roman Empire, but Antioch, then belonging 
to Palmyra, which was the scene of this movement. When we 
observe that Paul held a high political office in the kingdom 
of Zenobia, that close relations are said to have existed 
between him and the Queen, and that his fall implied the 
triumph of the Roman party in Antioch, then we may assume 
that a political conflict lay behind the theological, and that 
Paul's opponents belonged to the Roman party in Syria. It 
was not easy to get at the distinguished Metropolitan and ex- 
perienced theologian, who was indeed portrayed by his enemies 
as an unspiritual ecclesiastical prince, vain preacher, ambitious 
man of the world, and wily Sophist. The provincial Synod, 
over which he presided, did not serve the purpose. But already, 
in the affair of Novatian, which had threatened to split up the 
East, the experiment had been tried A.D. 252 (253) of holding 
an Oriental general-council, and that with success. It was re- 
peated. A great Synod — we do not know who called it — met 
in Antioch A.D. 264 ; Bishops from various parts of the East 
attended it, and, especially, Firmilian of Caesarea. The aged 
Dionysius, Bishop of Alexandria, excused his absence in a letter 
in which he did not take Paul's side. The first Synod came 
to an end without result, because, it is alleged, the accused 
had cunningly concealed his false doctrines. * A second was 
also unsuccessful. Firmilian himself gave up the idea of a con- 
demnation "because Paul promised to change his opinions." 
It was only at a third Synod, between 266 and 269, probably 

1 Eusebius speaks (H. E. VII. 28. 2) of a whole party (ol i/i^t rhv Hutioa-arfet) 
having been able to conceal their heterodoxy at the time. 
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268, at Antioch, Firmilian having died at Tarsus on his way 
thither, that excommunication was pronounced on the Bishop, 
and his successor Domnus was appointed. The number of the 
members of Synod is stated differently at 70, 80, and 180; 
and the argument against Paul was led by Malchion, a sophist 
of Antioch and head of a high school, as also a presbyter of 
the Church. He alone among them all was in a position to 
unmask that "wily and deceitful man.*' The Acts of the dis- 
cussion together with a detailed epistle, were sent by the Synod 
to Rome, Alexandria, and all Catholic Churches. Paul, protected 
by Zenobia, remained four years longer in his office; the Church 
in Antioch split up: "there took place schisms among the 
people, revolts among the priests, confusion among the pastors** 
[eyhovTO (Txi^[JLXTX XxSjv, xx,XTXfTTX(rlxi hpiuv^ rxpxxh Totfiivuv), * 
In the year A.D. 272 Antioch was at last taken by Aurelian, 
and the Emperor, to whom an appeal was brought, pronounced 
on the spot the famous judgment, that' the Church building was 
to be handed to him with whom the Christian Bishops of Italy 
and of Rome corresponded by letter. This decision was of course 
founded on political grounds. ^ 

1 Basilius Diac, Acta Concilii Ephes., p. 427, Labb. 

2 The most important authorities for Paul's history and doctrine are the Acts 
of the Synod of Antioch held against him, /.^., the shorthand report of the dis- 
cussion between Paul and Malchion, and the Synodal epistle. These still existed 
in the 6th century, but we now possess them only in a fragmentary form: in 
Euseb. H. E. VII. 27 — 30 (Jerome de vir. inl. 71); in Justinian's Tract, c. Mono- 
phys.; in the Contestatio ad Clerum CP.; in the Acts of the Ephesian Council; in 
the writing against Nestor, and Eutych. by Leontius of Byzant.; and in the book 
of Petrus Diaconus, " De incarnat. ad Fulgentium " : all in Routh I.e. where the places 
in which they are found are also stated. Not certainly genuine is the Synodal 
epistle of six Bishops to Paul, published by Turrianus (Routh, I.e., p. 289 sq.) ; yet 
its authenticity is supported by overwhelming reasons. Decidedly inauthentic is a 
letter of Dionysius of Alex, to Paul (Mansi, I., p. 1039 sq.), also a pretended Nicene 
Creed against him (Caspari, Quellen IV., p. 161 f.), and another found in the libel 
against Nestorius (Mansi, IV., p. loio). Mai has published (Vet. Script. Nova 
Coll. VII., p. 68 sq.) five fragments of Paul's speeches: 0/ 7rp6; Iloc^vov ^6yoi (not 
quite correctly printed in Routh, l.c., p. 328 sq.) which are of the highest value, 
and may be considered genuine, in spite of their standing in the very worst 
company, and of many doubts being roused by them which do not admit of being 
completely silenced. Vincentius mentions writings by Paul (Commonit. 35). In 
the second grade we have the testimony of the great Church Fathers of the 4fh 
century, which rested partly on the Acts, partly on oral tradition : see, Athanas c. 
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40 HISTORY OF DOGMA [Chap. i. 

The teaching of Paul was characterised by the Fathers as a 

\ renewal of that of Artemas, but sometimes also as Neo-Jewish, 

Ebionitic, afterwards as Nestorian Monothelite, etc. It was as 

follows. God was simply to be regarded as one person. Father, 

Son, and Spirit were the One God (ev '^pda-uTrov). In God a 

Logos (Son) or a Sophia (Spirit) can be distinguished — both 

can again according to Paul become identified — but they 

i- are qualities, ^ God puts forth of Himself the Logos from 

Eternity, nay, He begets him, so that he can be called Son 

and can have being ascribed to him, but he remains an im- 

>C personal power.' Therefore it was absolutely impossible for 

Vhim to assume a visible form. ^ This Logos operated in the 

prophets, to a still higher degree in Moses, then in many 

others, and most of all {fixWov }cx) 'Six(pspdvTuc) in the Son of 

\ ^ "^ ^ David, born of the virgin by the Holy Ghost. The Redeemer 

5-' ^ was by the constitution of his nature a man, who arose in time 

.' - .X"' by birth; he was accordingly "from beneath", but the Logos 

of God inspired him from above. * The union of the Logos 

u 

Apoll. n. 3, IX. 3; de Synod. Arim. et Seleuc. 26, 43—45) S^j 93; Orat. c. Arian. 
II., No. 43; Hilarius, De synod. §§ 81, 86, pp. 1 196, 1200; Ephrsem Junior in 
Photius, Cod. 229; Gregor Nyss, Antirrhet. adv. Apoll., § 9, p. 141 ; Basilius, cp. 
52 (formerly 300); Epiphan. H. 65 and Anaceph.; cf. also the 3 Antiochian for- 
mulas and the Form. Macrostich. (Hahn Biblioth. der Symbole, 2 Aufl. §§ 85, 89), 
as also the 19 Canon of the Council of Nicaea, according to which Paul's followers 
were to be re-baptised before reception into the Catholic Church. One or two 
notes also in Cramer's Catena on S. John, pp. 235, 259 sq. Useful details^ are given 
by Innocentius I., ep. 22 ; by Marius Mercator, in the Suppl. Imp. Theodos. et 
Valentinian adv. Nestor, of the Deacon Basilius; by Theodorus of Raithu (see 
Routh, I.e., pp. 327 sq. 357); Fulgentius, etc. In the later opponentsof the heretics 
from Philaster, and in resolutions of Synods from the 5th century, we find nothing 
new. Sozom. H. E. IV. 15 and Theodoret H. F. II. 8 are still of importance. The 
lyibellus Synodicus we must leave out of account. 

* M^ eJvxi Tov vtdv roV ®eoV evvrda-rarov^ ^AAo; hv aur^ rip ®s^ — ev GsSi h'rta'' 
TvifMYi ivvTda-TUTO^ — gJ^ 0605 6 ^ocTijp Kott 6 vfo^ dVTOv tv uvT^ d)Q A^yo^ iv civQpu'jrtfi. 

2 A6yoQ 'rpo^optx6i — 6 Tpo aiuvuv vtoQ — rov /^oyov syivviia-sv 6 &€0q ocviv Tap- 
6evov xott 'dvev rtvoQ ou$6voc 'ovto^ tAjJv roC @soV' xoet ovtooq v'rea-rif 6 ?<6yo(i. 

3 ^o^ix olfx ^v Svvurbi Iv cx^f^otrt evpta-Ksa-Qcctt ov$i Iv Qecc.civ$p6i' fjLe/^oov yccp 
rSov 6pci)izha)v e<rriv. 

* 'A6yoq fih icvukv^ 'Ijfo-of/^ $^ Xpta-rhi 'ccv&puTroi hrsVQsv — Xpto-rh^ diyro Mccptx; 
xect $sCp6 ha-rtv — livQpoii'roQ ^v 6 'Iifo-oCc, tcoit Iv ctur^ svgTrvsvasv icvuQev 6 x6yo^* 6 . 
TrecTvip y^p Hfict r^ vl^ (scil. t^ A^y^) eU ®s6;, 6 il MpafTOi x^roodev rd '/$tov 
Tp6a-U7rov vTro^aiivety KCti oMrw^ ret $vo 'Trpdo-UTrot 'X'^iipoOvrai — XpicroQ evrsVQev riji 
vr^p^eui rijv itpx^v e^X^^^i — ^iyst ^l^a-oCv Xptvrhv k&tuUv. 
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with the man Jesus is to be represented as an indwelling' by \ 
means of an inspiration acting from without, ' so that the Logos 
becomes that in Jesus which in the Christian is called by the 
Apostle **the inner man"; but th^ union which is thus origin- ^ 
ated is a contact in knowledge and communion {fjvvx(p£ix kxtx 
fixivi^iv Kx) (isTOvrrixv) a coming together ((rvviXevtrtg) ; there does 
not arise a being existeat in_a body (oif(7tx ov(Tioo[jt,Bvvi iv a-dfjt^xTt), 
I.e.y the Logos dwelt in Jesus not J^ in_substance but in quality'* y 
(oiftricii^oo^^ xKKx kxtx 'ttoiotvitx), ' Therefore the Logos is to be 
steadily distinguished from Jesus ;VJie is greater than the 
Tatter.' Mary~"ai3nnot bear the Logos, but a man like us in 
Kis nature, and in his baptism it was not the Logos, but the ^ 
man, who was anointed with the Spirit* However, Jesus was, 
on the othw hand, vouchsafed the divine grace in a special ^^^ . . 
degree, ' and his position was unique. ^ Moreover, the proof- * ^ ' 
he gave of his moral perfection corresponded to his pecuHar 
equipment. • The^only, unity between, two persons, accordingly 
between God andjesus, is that of the disposition and the will. *" X 

1 'ilC h v«^ — gMvra rhv x6yov xctt evotaifo-eiVTai ev Itia-oG iv5p«T^ W/ ; in sup- 
port of this Paul appealed to John XIV. 10: "sapientia habitavit in eo, sicut et 
habitamus et nos in domibus" — 

2 Adyov evepybv «S ovpecvoC iv ecl/r^ — 9'0^t»^ liiTveo^a-iiQ 'i^udev. 

3 Olf d/$wc> says Malchion, ova-t&a-dat ev r^ H^cp s-ur^pi rhv fiovoyevvj, 

* "AAAoc y^P 89'Ttv 'Iiffl-oCc Xpto'TOQ x«t 2kAAoc 6 ^SyoQ. 

* 'O ^.6yoQ fief^uv Jjv roG Xpta-roV- Xpta-rhQ ykp itk o'o^fxQ (liyetQ eysvero. 

« Mxpix rbv h6yov ovx 'irextv ovii ykp 5v 'jrph ettuvuv *i M»pi»t iAA^s Hvdpurov 
vifuv Ivov 'irexsv — Mpu^oQ ;i;f /ct*/, 6 ^.6yoQ ov xP^^f^' ^ "^^^upatoQ xP^ff»^* ^ KvptoQ 

flfl^Vt 

7 oVk ea-Ttv 6 ix Aat^t$ ^pto'&stQ u^^Xdrpto^ t^q o-o^/uq. 

• *H 9-o^fa gv leAAw oux oVruQ olxtl — xptirroitv x«rk TrdvreCy eTstiij ex TvevfieeroQ 
uytov xott e% eTxyyeMSiv xat ex rSiv yeypotymivonv »j It* eivrii X^P^Q- 

• Paul has even spoken of SL^hec^opk riie xxrua-xeviji {a-va'T^o'eoni) roG Xpta-ToV. 
1* From this point we refer to the A6yot vpoQ S«/37vov of Paul. We give them 

here on account of their unique importance: (i) T5i «y/^ Trve^ixurt xp^^^^k Tpofl-- 
viyopev^vi Xpta-rSQ^ tt^o-xuv xetrk <pva-iv^ 6etvfMOirovpy£jv xotrk X^P'v r^ ykp arpeTrtii 
TviQ yvufiiiQ SfMoiu^etQ r^ 0«^, xaet fietvetQ xet^otpoQ eifiatpTtecQ itvu^vi ul/r^y xeet evtipyijdij 
Tov iXea-Qat rijv rSiv 6ecvfi^ruv ivvxa-reieiVy I J &v /t*/«v avro^ xou tHjv ecvriiv TpbQ ry 
OeXvja-et evipyetotv 'ix^iv ^etx^et^y ^^vrponTvii roG yivov^ xoti a-cDrijp exp>fM'^Tta'ev. — (2) A/ 
li&^opoi ^vvei^ xec) rk ^i^^opot Tpda-wTru 'iv» xou fiovov ivcoaeuQ 'ix^^^* rpd^ov r^v 
xark ^eXvivtv a-ufM^xa-tVy l| ^q ^ xark evepyetecv etet r&v oVtSiq avii^t^eco'devruv iA- 
AifAoic ivu^xiverm (movccq. — (3) "AytoQ xxi $txuioQ yeyevijfievoQ 6 aurvip, iySivt xeu 
v6vtji rkQ ToG TrpoTT^TopecQ ^fiSv xparija'QiQ in»pri»Q- o7q xuropduo'otQ rg &per^ avv^^dii 
T^ ®eSi, fiiotv xsu rifv othr^v TphQ uhr^v |3o;/Aif0'/v x»i evipyetotv roiii tQv iyoc6£v 
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Such unity springs from love alone; but love can certainly 
produce a complete unity, and only that which is due to love 
— not that attained by "nature''— is of worth. Jesus was like 

y: God in the unchangeableness of his love and his will, and be- 
came one with God, being not only without sin himself, but 
vanquishing, in conflict and labour, the sins of our ancestor. 
As he himself, however, advanced in the manifestation of 
goodness and continued in it, the Father furnished him with 

)( power and miracles, in which he made known his steadfast 
conformity to the will of God. So he became the Redeemer 
.and Saviour of the human race, and at the same time entered 
into an eternally indissoluble union with God, because his love 
can never cease. Now he has obtained from God, as the re- ^ 
ward of his love, the name which is above every name; God 

' has committed to him the judgment, * and invested him with 
divine dignity, so that now we can call him **God [born] of 
the virgin '*. ^ So also we are entitled to speak of a pre-exist- 
ence of Christ in the prior decree ' and prophecy * of God, and 

A irpoKOTFoii^ l^x^^^i' ^^ ihafpsrov ^vh^%ai ro 'Svoixct xltipovrxi rb vtt^p wScv 'ovofJLU^ 
o'TopyviQ 'iyroc^^ov xhrtfi xxpta-Qev. — (4) Tx xpxTOVfxevx rip hSya riiQ (pva-saiQ ovk if%6/ 

. 'iyrxtvov rk ^l o-xso-st (^thix^ xpxrovfjLSva V7repxivs7rxt, titSi Kxi r^ xur^ yvaifJii^ xpx- 
. rovfjLivXy itot i^ixq xxt rifc awrifc evspye/xQ ^e^xtovfjcevxy xxi r»J$ xxr^ sTrxv^iia-iV oh- 
$e7ror€ Trxvofievuft; xtv^asuQ' xx^^ vjv r^ ®s^ vvvx(pQe)<; 6 a-urtip ov^stots ^sx^txi 
[jLepta-fjLbv etQ tovq xmvx^ (Mtxv xvrbq xxi rijv xuriiv 'ix^v dg^ijo-iv xxt hipysixv, xet 
xivovfJiivviv rifl ^xvspua-et r&v xyx^Siv. — (5) M»J dxvfjLxa-iiis 'dri fiixv fJLtroc roG ®eov 
rviv &i?iVia'tv elx^v ^ a-wriip' ^a-TTsp yxp m (pva-tQ fjttxv rm yroh^Siv xxi Tijv xvrvjv 
vTTxpxovo'Xv <pxvspo7 TJjv ova-txvy oi'ru^ >j a-x^o-tQ rvj^ iy^Tni^ fjttxv' ruv ToAAofv xxi 
Ttfv xuTifv ipy^t^erxt $e^iia-tv $tk (jliScq xxi ri^Q xvriit; (pxvepov^ivDiv evxpsa-ri^a-sooq. 
\ Similar details are to be found in Theodorus of Mops.; but the genuineness of 
what is given here seems to me to be guaranteed by the fact that there is absolutely 
not . a word of an ethical unification of the eternal Son of God (the Logos) with 

I, Jesus. It is God Himself who is thus united with the latter. 

J * Xpij $^ ytyvuTxetVy we read in the Catena S. Joh., Bri 6 fih UxV^oq 6 ^.x^jl, 

' oVru (pyja-tv s^ooxev xhrta xpia-tv ToielVy (In vfoQ xvQpuTTOV sa-riv. 

2 Athanas. : UxVp^oq 6 HxiJt. ®ebv sx rvn TrxpQevov oiio^oyfiy ®sov ex Nx^xper 
d<p&evTx. 

^ * ' Athanas.: 'OyLOhoyBl &sbv ex Kx^xp^r b<p^evrXy xxi evrevQev rifC vTr^p^ea^ rijv 
&px>iv ea-x^^brXy xxi xpx^v ^xa-iheixq Trxpet^ii^pdrXj Adyov Jl evepybv e% ovpxvovy xxi 
o'O^fxv Iv xi/ra dftoAoyeT, to) (jcev Trpoopta-fjL^ Trpb xlavuv 'Svtx, r^ $^ vTrxp^et ex 
Nx^xp^T xvxhix^svrxy Vvx bJq e'ttjy (p^a-fv, 6 Wi tcxvtx ®eb(i 6 Trxri^p. Therefore it 
is said in the letter of the six Bishops that Christ is God from eternity, ov yrpoyvooa-ety 
tfAA* oha-ix xxi vTroo'Txa-et. 

* UpoxxTxyye^TtxuQ. See p. 41, note 8. 
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to say that he became God through divine grace and his con- 
stant manifestation of goodness. * Paul undoubtedly perceived 
in the imparling of the Spirit at the baptism a special stage 
of the indwelling of the Logos in the man Jesus ; indeed Jesus 
seems only to have been Christ from his baptism: "having r 
been anointed with the Holy Spirit he was named Christ — the 
anointed son of David is not dififerent from wisdom '* (r^ xyicc 
TTVsvfJLXTi %/)/o^f}^ 7rpo(r}jyop€vSyj Xpi^Toq — i ix, A<as/3)S %/)/(rdf/^ ovx, 
xKKoTpioi; hTi TjJ^ (ToCpixg) The Bishop supported his doctrine 
by copious proofs from Scripture, ' knd he also attacked the 
opposite views. He sought to prove that the assumption that , 
Jesus was by nature [(pvirsi) Son of God, led to having two 
gods, ' to the destruction of Monotheism ; * he fought openly, 
with great energy, against the old expositors, />., the Alexandri- 
ans, * and he banished from divine service ajl Church psalms p 
in which the essential divinity of Christ was expressed. • 

The teaching of Paul was certainly a de^^lopment of 
the old doctrine of Hprmas and Theodotus, and\jthe Church •< 
Fathers had a right to judge it accordingly; but ovi the other 
hand we must not overlook the fact that Paul not only, as 
regards form, adapted himself more closely to the accepted 
terminology, but that he also gave to the ancient type of doc- 
trine, already heterodox, a philosophical, an Aristotelian, basis, 
and treated it ethically and biblically. He undoubtedly learned 
much from Origen ; but he recognised the worthlessness of the 
double personality construed by Origen, for he has deepened 

* K^Twhv ^TorsdtSia'Qait rh xvptov — g? xv6po!)vov yeyovevett rov Xpirrlv 0grfv— 
lia-repov avrbv ex xpoKOXi^^ TiUoxoi^a-Qou. 

2 Vincentius, Commonit 35 — ^Athanasius (c. Ariam IV. 30) relates that the disci- 
ples of Paul appealed to Acts X. 36 in. support of their distinction between the 
Logos and Jesus: t^v ?i6yov iTrea-reiMv roii vioTg 'I«-faijA evocyye^t^ofitvoQ eipiivniv 

' ilk ^Itia-oV Xpto'ToO. They said that there was a distinction here like that in the 
O. T. between the word of the Lord and of the prophets. 

3 Epiphan. l.c., c. 3; see also the letter of the six Bishops in Routh,l.c., p. 291. 

* On the supreme interest taken by Paul in the unity of God see p. 42, note 3, 
Epiph. I.e., ch. L 

* Euseb. H. E. Vn. 30. 9. 

* Euseb. I.C., § 10. 
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the exposition given by the latter of the personality of Christ, 
and seen that " what is attained by nature is void of merit'* 
(ri icpxTOVfJLsvx r^ Xoycp rij^ ^v76oo<; ovjc sx^i eirxtvov). Paul's 
expositions of nature and will in the Persons, of the essence 
and power of love, of the divinity of Christ, only to be per- 
ceived in the work of His ministry, because exclusively con- 
tained in unity of will with God, are almost unparalleled in 
the whole dogmatic literature of the Oriental Churches in the 
first three centuries. For, when such passages do occur in 
Origen, they at once disappear again in metaphysics, and we 
do not know the arguments of the Alogi and the Theodotians. * 
It is, above all, the deliberate rejection of metaphysical specu- 
lation which distinguishes Paul; he substituted for it the study 
of history and the determination of worth on moral grounds 
alone, thus, reversing Origen*s maxim: o (tcctvip ov kxt" (isTOvtrixv^ 
oiKXx KXT* oixrixv s7t) ieoq (the Saviour is God not by commu- 
nion, but in essence). As he kept his dogmatic theology free 
from Platonism, his difference with his opponents began in his 
conception of God. The latter described the controversy very 
correctly, when they said that Paul **had betrayed the mystery 
of the Christian faith,*' ' /.^., the mystic conception of God and 
Christ due to natural philosophy; or' when they complained 
of Paul's denial that the difficulty of maintaining the unity 
of deity, side by side with a plurality of persons, was got 

* The three fragments of "Ebion" given by Mai, I.e., p. 68, and strangely held 
by Hilgenfeld to be genuine (Ketzergeschichte, p. 437 f.), seem to me likewise to 
belong to Paul: at any rate they correspond to his doctrine: *Ejc r^c Tf />/ Tpo4><fT^v 
e^ifyilja-sooQ (l) Kar' eyretyys^etx)' f/iyx^ KOti IxAfxrdc 'fpo<p^rtfi ha-riv, '/o-uq fisa-triiQ 
Kxi vofMo&eriii tm; KoetTrovoQ dtet^viKiiQ ysvSfjLgvoQ' Ha-riQ ietvrbv Upovpyilia'etQ v'jrlp tt^v- 
ruv iiiotv e^^vti Koti U^^a-iv kcu ivspyetuv *ix^v •jrpb^ rh 0srfv, Hhuv Sio'Trep ©f^c 
9r^vr«c ^vipco-x-ovQ rru^^vxi xect etQ iTiyvwiv a^ufdtfotQ 8^.de7v rifc h* ewroV r^x6a-fjL(p 
$i* m elpy^cecro ^otvepuQsfa-tfi. — (2) r%«Vf/ yip rjj xacrk hKMoa-vvtjv KOtt wiQifi r^ 
Kxrk ^t?\,aiv$pu7rtetv a-vvx^Qe^ rip ©s^, ov$iv 'ia-xev fitfiepicfisvov TrpbQ rhv ©f^v, hk 
rh fitav eevrov hoc) roV @8o0 yevecSut rvjv Qs^.ijO'tv K»t tjjv ivipyuuv r&v M r^ 
auTiipfat r&v divQpcoTrwv ^y^d^v.— (3) E/ ykp ede^tia'sv uvrbv ©f^c a-Tavpcod^vatt xeti 
K»Te$iietro A«y«v. Mif to Iju^v, iAAi rd a-bv ytvMta Uh^n»y J^Aov \iTt iiixv 'ia-x^v 
fierit roG esoG rifv H^mviv xeti r^v Trp&^tVy ext7vo 6t^.fia'XQ koc) ^p^ecg^ Ihep 'i^o%€ 
rtji Betji, The second and third fragments may be by Theodorus of Mops., but 
hardly the first. 

3 In Euseb. H. E. VII. 30. 10. 

* Epiph. 1. c, cb. III. : Ilai/Aoc ov hiyet u6vov ©cdv hk to vtiyfiv thou rbv Totripx, 
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over simply by making the Father their source. What is that 
but to admit that Paul started in his idea of God, not from 
the substance^ but from the person? He here represented the 
interests of theism as against the chaotic naturalism of Plato- 
nism. And in appreciating the character of Jesus he refused 
to recognise its uniqueness and divinity in his "nature"; these A 
he found only in his disposition and the direction of Jiis__will. 
Therefore while Chrisfas a person was never to him ** mere 
man'' (t^/Ai^ hipccTroi;), yet Christ's natural endowment he would 
not recognise as exceptional. But ais Christ had been predestin- 
ated by God in a unique manner, so in conformity to the prom- 
ises the Spirit and the grace of God rested on him exception- 
ally; and thus his work in his vocation and his life, with and 
in God, had been unique. This view left room for a human 
life, and if Paul has, ultimately, used the formula, that Christ 
had become God, his appeal to Philipp. II. 9 shows in what 
sense he understood the words. 

His opponents, indeed, charged him with sophistically and 
deceitfully concealing his true opinion behind phrases with an 
orthodox sound. It is possible, in view of the fact, e.£^., that 
he called the impersonal Logos "Son", that there is some 
truth in this; but it is not probable. He was not understood, 
or rather he was misunderstood. Many theologians at the present 
day regard the theology of Hermas as positively Nicene, al- 
though it is hardly a whit more orthodox than that of Paul. If 
such a misunderstanding is possible to the scholars of to-day— \ 
and Hermas was certainly no dissembler, — why can Firmilian/ 
not have looked 6n Paul as orthodox for a time? He taught/ 
that there was an eternal Son of God, and that he dwelt inl 
Jesus; he proclaimed the divinity of Christ, held there were\ 
two persons (God and Jesus), and with the Alexandrians rejected ^ 
Sabellianism. On this very point, indeed, a sort of concession 
seems to have been made to him at the Synod. We know that ^ 
the Synod expressly censured the term **ofji,oov(rtog""f^ and this 

1 This was a well-known matter at the time of the Arian controversy, andtheSemi- 
Arians, ^.^., appealed expressly to the decision at Ancyra. SeeSozomen H. E. IV. 15 ; 
Athanas., De Synod. 43 sq.; Basilius, Ep. 52 ; Hilarius desynodis 81,86; Routh,l.c., 
pp. 360—365, Hefele, Conciliengesch. I., 2, p. 140 f. : Caspari, Quellen IV., p. 170 f. 
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was done, Athanasius conjectures, to meet an objection of Paul. 
He is said to have argued as follows: — If Christ is not, as he 
taught, essentially human, then he is Q(j[.oov7ioq with the Father. 
But if that be true then the Father is not the ultimate source 
of the deity, but Being (the ovfrix), and thus we have three 
oMxi ; ' in other words the divinity of the Father is itself de- 
rivative, and the Father is of identical origin with the Son, 

^ '"they become brothers". This can have been an objection 
made by Paul. The Aristotelian conception of the ov(Tix 
would correspond to his turn of thought, and so would the 
circumstance, that the possibility of a subordinate, natural, 
divinity on the part of the Son is left out of the question. The 

\ Synod again can very well have rejected o(jLOov(rioq in the inter- 

Tests of aatiizsabelliaiusm. ' Yet it is just as possible that, as 
Hilarius says, the Synod condemned the term because Paul 

y^ himself had declared God and the impersonal Logos (the Son) 
to be ofj(,oov(Tio^f z.e., "of the same substance, of one substance**. ' 
However that may be, whenever Paul's view was seen through, 
it was at once felt by the majority to be in the highest degree 

y heretical. No one was yet quite clear as to what sort of thing 
this "naturally — divine" element in Christ was. Even Origen 
had taught that he possessed a divinity to which prayer might 
not be offered.* But to deny the divine nature (physis) to the 
Redeemer, was universally held to be an attack on the Rule 
of Faith. ^ They correctly perceived the really weak point in 
PauFs Christology, his teaching, namely, that there were actually 

^ two Sons of God ; * Hennas, however, had already preached 

1 Athanas. I.e.; iviyxif TfcTc ovo'tu^ eTveti, fitav fih fepoviyouiiivviv^ roci li $vo 
f? exetviii. 

2 This is also the opinion of Basilius (I.e.) : 'i^ouret)i ykp exelvoi (the Bishops 
assembled against Paul) rtfv roG dfioova-iov ^OQvijv Trocpicr&v 'ivvotxv ouo'taeQ re kcu 
tSv ifjr^ ulr^i^ lia-rt KuretfispiO'hla'xv rifv oucieiv Trxpsxsiv roC dizoova-fov TjfV Trpo- 
a-fiyopiotv toIq bIq & ^typsdij. 

5 Domer's view (I.e. I. p. 513) is impossible beeause resting on a false inter- 
pretation of the word 6iioova-toQ ; Paul held the Father and Jesus to be dfioova-tot in 
so far as they were persons^ and therefore the Synod eondemned the term. 

* See De orat. 15, 16. 

» Euseb. H. E. VII. 30. 6, 16. 

• See Malchion in Leontius (Routh, l.e., p. 312): n«(/Ao5 <ptf<riv, fi^ $uo eTta-Tceo'- 
$sct viOUQ' SI $^ vtOQ 6 'I, Xp. roG ®ioG, vib^ J^ km iJ a-o^tac, uai ieA\o fxh if a-o^/et. 
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this, and Paul was not in earnest about the "eternal Son". 
Yet this was only a secondary matter. The crucial difference 
had its root in the question as to the divine nature (physis) of 
the Redeemer. 

Now here it is of the highest interest to notice how far, in 
the minds of many Bishops in Palestine and Syria, the specu- 
lative interpretation of the Rule of Faith had taken the place 
of that rule itself. If we compare the letter of Hymenaeus of 
Jerusalem and his five colleagues to Paul with the regula fidei 
— not, say, that of TertuUian and Irenaeus — but the Rule of 
Faith with which Origen has headed his great work : ;rf/7/ x^xonv^ 
then we are astonished at the advance in the times. The 
Bishops explain at the opening of their letter, ^ that they desired 
to expound, "in writing, the faith which we received from the* 
beginning, and possess, having been transmitted and kept in 
the Catholic Church, proclaimed up to our day by the successors 
of the blessed Apostles, who were both eye-witnesses and assistants 
of the Logos, from the law and prophets and the New Testament.** 
{^eyypx^QV r^v 7ri(TTtv yjv i^ oipx^^ 7rxp€>^Jcl3ofi€V icx) sxof^sv Trxpx- 
^o^6l(TXv y,x) Ty^povfiivijv iv rg KxSro^iK^ ycx) xyicf^ i}CKK)^(Tii^^ f^^XP^ 
T}jg (Tyipi^spov yi[J!,kpxg ix S/^So%iJ^ xtto tuv fiXKxpluv xTotrroXuv^ oi 
Kx) xvTOTTTXi Kx) xiTrvipsTXi ysyovx^t Tov Xoyov^ y,XTxyy£>^Xo[j(^hyiv^ 
i)c vofiov Kx) TTpoCpy^Tuv Kx) Tijg jcxiviji; S/<a53')}xj^^.) But what they 
presented as ^' the faith'' and furnished with proof s from Scrip- 
ture, was the speculative theology^ ' In no other writing can 

'&Kho l\ 'I. Xf., Ivo v^ia-ravreu vfof. See also Ephraem in Photius, Biblioth. cod. 
229. Farther the Ep. II. Felicis II. papse ad Petrum Fullonem. 

1 See Routh, I.e., p. 289 sq. 

» The TTio-rtQ l| &px^^ 7rccp«^ii<pds7a'ec reads (I.e.) : "Ort 6 0c3c Styivvmro^, sl^ 2^v«/>- 
XO(it xSpxToq^ ^vx^^o/uroQt iv sl$sv ou^stQ div&puTroQVy ov$i i$e7v $^vxT«r oZ tviv^6%xv 
^ TO fjcgyeh^ vo^a-xt JJ i%\jyvia-xa-^xt xxQug ta-rtv x%ioi^ rvi^ x^ijhtxQ, MpuTtv^^vvet 
xve<ptxrov' 'Svvotxv $1 Kxi 6%ODa-olJv fjterptxv vept xutoV Aa/3g7v, 4y«TifT^v, xttokx^W' 
Tovrot; ToG vtoV xvroV . . . rovrov H rbv vBv yevv\^r6)f, [zovoyevii vf6v, eJxdvx rov 
xopxTOv &eoV rvyx^vovTX, TrpurdroKOv vdca-m XTtasoQi a'0<p/xv xxt h,6yoy xxi $ijvxfx,tv 
0£O0, Trph xtavuv 'Svrx, oh vpoyvcuffsiy ^AA' ovctx xxt vTToo'r^a-si &sov &60V v/Vv, 'h 
re TTxAxtx xxt vex ^tx^vixifl eyvcoxSreQ ifJLoXoyoHiiev xxi x^pvwoyiev. S$ ^* Uv ^vrtfix- 
X>ITXt rbv viov TOV ®eoV &ebv fcif eJvxt 'rpb xara|3oAif5 xSa-fiov ($e7v) fctcrevetv xxt 
ifMOhoyelv, (pdaxonv $vo 6eovQ xxrxyyehXta-Qxt, ekv 6 vtOQ roG &soG Geb^ xvipvw%iTXi 
roVrov xXh6rpiov rov exxh^trtxvrtxoG xxvdvoq viyovfjLeQxy xxi vxa-xt xi xx^ohtxx) 
exxXiio'txt o'V(4,<puvoVo-tv vifitv. The prehistoric history of the Son is now expounded. 
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we see the triumph in the sphere of religion of the theology 
of philosophy or of Origen, />., of Hellenism, so clearly, as in 
this letter, in which philosophical dogmatics are put forward 
as the faith itself. But further. At the end of the third century 
even the baptismal confessions were expanded in the East by 
the adoption of propositions borrowed from philosophical theo- 
logy; ^ or^ to put it in another way, — baptismal confessions ap- 
parently now first formulated, were introduced in many Oriental 
communities^ which also now contained the doctrine of the Logos. 
Since these statements were directed against Sabellianism as 
well as against "Ebionitism**; they will be discussed later on. 

With the deposition and removal of Paul the historian's inte- 
rest in his case is at an end. It was henceforth no longer 
possible to gain a hearing, in the great forum of Church Hfe, 
for a Christology which did not include the personal pre-exist- 
ence of the Redeemer: no one was permitted henceforth to 
content himself with the elucidation of the divinely-human life 
of Jesus in his work. It was necessary to believe in the divine 
nature (physis) of the Redeemer.^ The smaller and remote 
communities were compelled to imitate the attitude of the 
larger. Yet we know from the circular letter of Alexander of 
Alexandria, A.D. 321,' that the doctrine of Paul did not by 
any means pass away without leaving a trace. Lucian and his 

and then it goes on: rSv ^\ vihv "rrotpoc rtfi ffxrp) *6vt» 0«dv (ilv kcli xvptov r&v 
ytvvirSv ^T^vrwv, V9rd H roO ToirpbQ uToa-ruAevrec 1% oupatvSiv xa7 rupKMvru svifv- 
QpaTTtfKSveu. it&frtp xoci rd Ix rif$ xeipHvov a-Sfioc x^P^^^^ ^^^ '''^ w?ivipufi« rtji 
hdrviroi o-uiiecrtK^iy r^ ^e6rvirt itrpiyrruq {fvurcei Koti rtQsoTrofiircct and attheclos^: 
8t ii Xpta-rh^ ®soC ^vvocfiiQ xat &soC a-o^fx 9rph utuvuv ia-rfv oVru Koti kM Xpta-' 
rdc ^y ^cci rh xvr^ &v r^ ova- tec si xeci rk fid?Kta'TX 9roAA«7c iTTtvofaitQ kTivourou, 
See also Hahn, Bibl. d. Symbol. 2 Aufl. § 82. 

I The propositions are undoubtedly as a rule phrased biblically, and they are 
biblical; but they are propositions preferred and edited by the learned exegesis of 
the Alexandrian which certainly] was extremely closely allied with philosophical 
speculation. 

5 The followers of Paul were no longer looked upon as Christians even at the 
beginning of the fourth century, and therefore they were re-baptised. See the 19 
Canon of Nicsea: Tlept T&vnetv^totvta-dvrcDVye7rotTpo9'<pv'y6vruvTjfixat6oAnc^sKX\iia'tat 
UpoQ ixredetreu ivot^xfrrH^iv^eu avrouQ s^^Trscvroi. 

» Theodoret H. E. I. 4. 
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famous academy, the alma mater of Arianism, were inspired by 
the genius of Paul. ^ Lucian — himself perhaps, a native of Samo- 
sata — had, during the incumbency of three Bishops of Antioch, 
remained, like Theodotus and his party in Rome, at the head 
of a school outside of the great Catholic Church. ' In his ^ 
teaching, and in that of Arius, the foundation laid by Paul is ^ 
unmistakable. ^ But Lucian has falsified the fundamental thought 
of Paul in yielding to the assumption of a Logos, though a 
very subordinate and created Logos, and in putting this in the 
place of the man Jesus, while his disciples, the Arians, have, 
in the view sketched by them of the person of Christ, been 
unable to retain the features Paul ascribed to it; though they 
also have emphasised the importance of the will in Christ. We 
must conclude, however, that Arianism, as a whole, is nothing 
but a compromise between the Adoptian and the Logos Chri^t- 
ology, which proves that after the close of the 3rd century, 
no Christology was possible in the Church which failed to re- 
cognise ^hg pftc ^^pal pre-exis_t emjti uf Cliiibfc. 

Photinus approximated to Taul of Samosata in the fourth 
century. Above all, however, the great theologians of Antioch 
occupied a position by no means remote from him; for the 
presupposition of the personal Logos Homousios in Christ, 
which they as Church theologians had to accept simply, could 
be combined much better with the thought of Paul, than the 

1 See my article "Lucian" in Herzog's R.E. 2 Aufl., Bd. VIII., p. 767 flf. 

2 See Theodoret I.e. : uvrot yhp eeo6t$xxTOi sa-rs, ovx oiyvooVvrs^ 'drt ii %voeyxo^ 
gTreevceo-r&a-cc r^ tHKhvivtoto'TtKifi evas^stu Bt^xa-xoc^tx ^E^foQvdg ivrt koci 'Aprr/t*5, Kxt 
^yjPiOQ ToO KXT^ ^AvTioxsixv netv^.ov ToV 'Zx^oa-KTSoi^y a-vv6$(a xxt Kpio'St rSv xTrxv- 
rxxoO eTTio-KOTruv xfroKtfpvx^^vroQ tj5c lxxAifO-/a$ — ^^v $ix$s^x(ji.8vo<; AovKtxvbi XToa-v- 
viiywyoQ 'Sf4.etve rpiSv eTrta-xiTuv ToAt/6Tc7c XP^^^^i — ^^ '^^^ xa-s^SiXQ rijv rpvyx 
eppoipvixoTiQ (scil. Arian and his companions) vvv iiix7v rd 'E| ovx 'Svtoov g7rs(puiia-xvy 
Tx exeivuv xexpumiivx fzoo'Xf^H'^'rx. 

3 See esp. Athanas. c. Arian I. 5. "Arius says that there are two wisdoms, one 
which is the true one and at the same time exists in God ; through this the Son arose 
and by participation in it he was simply named Word and Wisdom; for wisdom, he 
says, originated through wisdom according to the will of the wise God. Then he also 
says that there is another Word apart from the Son in God, and through participation 
therein the Son himself has been again named graciously Word and Son." This 
is the doctrine of Paul of Samos., taken over by Arius from Lucian. On the 
distinction see above. 
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Arian assumption of a subordinate god, with attributes half- 
human, half-divine. So also the arguments ofTheodoreof Mop- 
suestia as to the relation of the Logos and the man Jesus, as 
to nature, will, disposition, etc., are here and there verbally iden- 
tical with those of Paul ; and his opponents, especially Leontius, ^ 
were not so far wrong in charging Theodore with teaching like 
Paul. ^ Paul was in fact condemned a second time in the great 
scholars of Antioch, and— strangely — ^his name was once more 
mentioned, and for the third time, in the Monothelite contro- 
versy. In this case his statements as to the one will (/ct/^ 
6kXyi(Ti(; sc. of God and Jesus) were shamefully misused, in order 
to show to the opposition that their doctrine had been already 
condemned in the person of the arch-heretic. 

We possess, however, another ancient source of information, 
of the beginning of the 4th century, the Acta Archelai. * This 
shows us that at the extreme eastern boundary of Christendom 
there persisted even among • Catholic clerics, if we may use here 
the word Catholic, Christological conceptions which had remained 
unaffected by Alexandrian theology, and must be classed with 
Adoptianism. The author's exposition of Christ consists, so 
far as we can judge, in the doctrine of Paul of Samosata. * 
Here we are shown clearly that the Logos Christology had, at 
the beginning of the 4th century, not yet passed beyond the 
borders of the Christendom comprehended in the Roman 
Empire. 

1 See in Routh, I.e., p. 347 sq. 

' See the careful and comprehensive collection of the argumeuts of Theodore 
in reference to christology, in Swete, Theodori Episcopi Mopsuesteni in epp. B. 
Pauli Commentarii, Vol. 11. (1882), pp. 289—339. 

* We have to compare also the treatises of Aphraates, written shortly before the 
middle of the 4th century. He adheres to the designation of Christ as Logos 
according to John I. i ; but it is very striking that in our Persian author there is • 
not even the slightest allusion in which one could perceive an echo of the Arian 
controversies (Bickell, Ausgewahlte Schriften der syr. Kirchenvater 1874, p. 15). See 
tract I, "On faith", and 17, "Proof that Christ is the Son of God." 

* On the origin of the Acta Archelai see my Texte und Unters. I. 3, 137 ff. 
The principal passages are to be found in ch. 49 and 50. In these the Churchman 
disputes the view of Mani, that Jesus was a spirit, the eternal Son of God, perfect 
by nature. "Die mihi, super quern spiritus sanctus sicut columba descendit? Si 
perfectus erat, si filius erat, si virtus erat, non poterat spuritus ingredi, sicut nee 
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3. Expulsion of Modalistic Monarchianism. 

(a). The Modalistic Monarchians in Asia Minor and in the 

West: Nogtus, Epigonus, Cleomenes, Aeschines^ Praxeas, 

Victorinus (Victor), Zephyrinus, Sabellius, Callistus. ^ 

The really dangerous opponent of the Logos Christology 
in the period between A.D. 180 and 300 was not Adoptianism, z^, 
but the doctrine which saw the deity himself incarnate in Christ, / 
and conceived Christ to be God in a human body, the Father 

regnum potest ingredi intra regnum. Cuius autem ei caelitus emissa vox testimo- 
nium detulit dicens: Hie est filius meus dilectus, in quo bene complacui? Die age 
nihil remoreris, quis ille est, qui parat haec omnia, qui agit universa? Responde 
itane blasphemiam pro ratione impudenter allegas, etinferreconaris?" The following 
Christology is put in the lips of Mani : "Mihipium videturdicere, quod nihil eguerit 
filius dei in eo quod adventus eius procuratur ad terras, neque opus habuerit co- 
lumba, neque baptismate, neque matre, neque fratribus." On the other hand Mani 
says in reference to the Church views: "Si enim hominem eum tantummodo ex 
Maria esse dicis et in baptismate spiritum percepisse, ergo per profectum filius 
videbitur et non per naturam. Si tamen tibi concedam dicere, secundum profectum 
esse filium quasi hominem factum, hominem vere esse opinaris, id est, qui caro et 
sanguis sit?" In what follows Archelaus says: "Quomodo potevit vera columba 
verum hominem ingredi atque in eo permanere, caro enim camem ingredi non 
potest? sed magis si lesum hominem verum confiteamur, eum vero, qui dicitur, sicut 
columba, Spiritum Sanctum, salva est nobis ratio in utraque. . Spiritus enim 
secundum rectam rationem habitat in homine, et descendit et permanet et compe- 
tenter hoc et factum est et fit semper . . . Descendit spiritus super hominem dignum 
se ,.. Poterat dominus in caelo positus facere quae voluerat, si spiritum eum esse 
et non hominem dices. Sed non ita est, quoniam exinanivit semetipsum formam 
servi accipiens. Dico autem de eo^ qui ex Maria f actus est homo. Quid enim ? 
non poteramus et nos multo facilius et lautius ista narrare? sed absit, ut a veritate 
declinemus iota unum aut unum apicem. Est enim qui de Maria natus est filius, 
qui totum hoc quod magnum est, voluit perferre certamen lesus. Hie est Chris tus 
dei.^ qui descendit super eum^ qui de Maria est . . , Statim (post baptismum) in 
desertum a Spiritu ductus est lesus^ quem cum diabolus ignoraret^ dicebat ei: Si 
filius est dei, Ignorabat autem propter quid genuisset filium dei (scil. Spiritus)^ qui 
frcedicabat regnum ccelorum^ quod erat habitaculum magnum^ nee ab uUo alio 
parari potuisset; unde et affixus cruci cum resurrexisset ab inferis, assumptus est 
illuc^ ubi Christus filius dei regnabat . . . Sicut enim Paracleti pondus nullus alius 
valuit suslinere nisi soli discipuli et Paulus beatus, ita etiam spiritum.^ qui de cselis 
descenderat, per quem vox patema testatur dicens : Hie est filius meus dilectus, 
nullus alius portare pravaluit^ nisi qui ex Maria natus est super omnes sanctos 
Jesus, ^^ It is noteworthy that the author (in ch. 37) ranks Sabellius as a heretic 
with Valentinus, Marcion, and Tatian. 

1 DoUinger, Hippolytus und Kallistus, 1853. Volkmar, Hippolyt. und die rom. 
Zeitgenossen, 1855. Hagemann, Die romische Kirche, 1864. Langen, Gesch. d. 
romischen Kirche I., p. 192 ff. Numerous monographs on Hippolytus and the 



Digitized by 



Google 



52 HISTORY OF DOGMA [Chap. i. 

become flesh. Against this view the great Doctors of the 
Church — TertuUian, Origen, Novatian, but above all, Hippolytus — 
had principally to fight. Its defenders were called by TertuUian 
— i "Monarchiani*', and, not altogether correctly, ** Patripassiani ", 
which afterwards became the usual names in the West (see e,g.^ 
Cypr., Ep. 73. 4). In the East they were all designated, after 
the famous head of the school, "Sabelliani'* from the second 
half of the third century; yet the name of " Patripassiani '' 
was not quite unknown there also. * Hippolytus tells us in 

origin of the Philosophumena, as also on the authorities for the history of the 
early heretics, come in here. See also Caspari, Quellen III., vv. //. The authorites 
are for Noetus, the Syntagma of Hippolytus (Epiph., Philaster, Pseudo-TertuU.), and 
his great work against Monarchianism, of which the so-called 'Ofuhiu 'lTvo?<^rov 
iU Tifv uYpso'tv NojfTOW rtv6^ (Lagarde, Hippol. quae feruntur, p. 43 sq.) may with 
extreme probability be held to be the conclusion. Both these works have been 
made use of by Epiph. H. 57. [When Epiph. (I.e. ch. i) remarks that "Noetus appeared 
±130 years ago", it is to be inferred that he fixed the date from his authority, the 
anti-monarchian work of Hippolytus. For the latter he must have had a date, which 
he believed he could simply transfer to the period of Noetus, since Noetus is 
described in the book as ov xpi xoKXov xP^^ov ysvdfisvoQ. But in that case his 
source was written about A.D. 230 — 240, />., almost at the same time as the so- 
called Little Labyrinth. It is also possible, however, that the above date refers to the 
excommunication of Noetus. In that case the work which has recorded this event, 
can have been written at the earliest in the fourth decade of the fourth century]. 
Most of the later accounts refer to that of Epiph. An independent one is the 
section Philos. IX. 7 sq. (X. 27; on this Theodoret is dependent H. F. III. 3). 
For Epigonus and Cleomenes we have Philos. IX. 7, 10, 11, X. 27; Theodoret 
H. F. in. 3. For iEschines: Pseudo-TertuU. 26; Philos. VIIL 19, X. 26; for 
Praxeas : Tertull. adv. Prax., Pseudo-TertuU. 30. The later Latin writers against 
heretics are at this point all dependent on TertuUian; yet see Optat., de schism. 
I. 9. Lipsius has tried to prove that TertuUian has used " Hippolytus against 
Noetus" in his work adv. Prax. (Quellen-kritik, p. 43; Ketzergeschichte, p. 183 f. ; 
Jahrbuch fiir deutsche Theologie, 1868, p. 704); but the attempt is not successful (see 
Ztschr. f. d. hist. Theol., 1874, p. 200 f.). For Victorinus we have Pseudo-TertuU. 30. 
For Zephyrinus and Callistus: Philos. IX. 11 sq. Origen has also had Roman 
Monarchians in view in many of the arguments in his commentaries. On Origen's 
residence in Rome and his relations with Hippolytus, see Euseb. H. E. VI. 14; 
Jerome, De vir. inl. 61 ; Photius Cod. 121 ; on his condemnation at Rome, see 
Jerome Ep. 33, ch. 4. 

1 Orig. in Titum, Lomm. V., p. 287"... sicut et illos, qui' superstitiose magis 
quam religiose, uti ne videantur duos deos dicere, neque rursum negare salvatoris 
deitatem, unam eandemque substantiam patris ac filii asseverant, id est, duo quidem 
nomina secundum diversitatem causarum recipientes, unam tamen u'Tr^TToca'tv sub- 
sistere, id est, unam personam duobus nominibus subiacentem, qui latine Patripas- 
siani appeUantur." Athanas., de synod. 7 after the formula Antioch. macrostich. 
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the Philosophumena, that at that time the Monarchian * contro- 
versy agitated the whole Church, * and TertulHan and Origen 
testified, that in their day the "economic** trinity, and the 
technical application of the conception of the Logos to Christ, 
were regarded by the mass of Christians with suspicion. ' 
Modalism, as we now know from the Philosoph., was for almost 
a generation the official theory in Rome. That it was not an 
absolute novelty can be proved;* but it is very probable, on 

1 IX. 6 : niyivrov r^puxov xxrk yrJivrx rhv K6ffiov ev ttcctiv to7q nrto'Toi^ sfi- 

2 Ad. Prax. 3 : Simplices quique, ne dixerim imprudentes et idiotae, quae maior 
semper pars credentium est, quoniam et ipsa regula fidei a pluribus diis saeculi ad 
unicum et verum deum transfert, non intelligentes unicum quidem, sed cum sua 
otKovoniet esse credendum, expavescunt ad oiKovofiiatv . . . Itaque duos et tres iam 
iactitant a nobis praedicari, se vero unius dei cultores praesumunt , . . monarchiam 
inquiunt tenemus." Orig., in Joh. II 3. Lomm. I. p. 95 : ^'Zrepoi ^l of fivi^lv et^d- 
TtfC, ti fi^ *Itia-oVv Xpta-r^v kki toOtov io-rxvpuvivoVj rbv ytvdfitvov 9-JipKOt ^6yov rb 
x&v voi4,fa'«vTSQ tlvau roG ^6yoUj Xpia-rh Hotrk a-^pxu ii6vov ytyvurxovo't roioVrov $e 
iffTi rd TAiffloc r&v TreTrio'revKsvau vofii^biMevoov, Origen has elsewhere distinguished 
four grades in religion: (i) those who worship idols, (2) those who worship angelic 
powers, (3) tAosg to whom Christ is the entire God^ (4) those whose thoughts rise 
to the unchangeable deity. Clement (Strom. VI. 10) had already related that there 
were Christians who, in their dread of heresy, demanded that ever3rthing should 
be abandoned as superfluous and alien, which did not tend directly to blessedness. 

» See above (VoL I., p. 195) where reference is made, on the one hand, 
to the Modalism reflected in Gnostic and Enkratitic circles (Gosp. of the Egypt, 
and Acta Lenc, Simonians in Iren. I. 231); on the other, to the Church formulas 
phrased, or capable of being interpreted, modalistically (see II. Ep. of Clement, 
Ign. ad Ephes., Melito [Syr. Fragments]; and in addition, passages which speak 
of God having suffered, died, etc.). It is instructive to notice that the development 
in Marcionite Churches and Montanist communities moved parallel to that in the 
great Church. Marcion himself, being no dogmatist, did not take any interest in the 
question of the relation of Christ to the higher God. Therefore it is not right to 
reckon him among the Modalists, as Neander has done (Gnost Syxteme, p. 294, 
Kirchengesch. I. 2, p. 796). But it is certain that later Marcionites in the West 
taught Patripassianism (Ambros. de fide V. 13. 162, T. II., p. 579; Ambrosiaster 
ad I. Cor. II. 2, T. II., App. p. 117). Marcionites and Sabellians were therefore 
at a later date not seldom classed together. Among the Montanists at Rome there 
were, about A.D. 200, a Modalistic party and one that taught like Hippolytus; at 
the head of the former stood iEschines, at the head of the latter Proculus. Of 
the followers of ^Eschines, Hippolytus says (Philos. X. 26) that their doctrine 
was that of Noetus: uvrlv sheet vthv xeu veers poc, 6petrh xa* iSpotrov; ysvvijTh x»i 
^ySvvfiTov^ fivifr^v xect ^ddvetrov. It is rather an idle question whether Montanus 
himself and the prophetic women taught Modalism. They certainly used formulas 
which had a Modalistic sound; but they had also others which could afterwards be 
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1 '^ the other hand, that a Modalistic doctrine, which sought to 
^^ , exclude every other, only existed from the end of the second 

. : ^L*-* century. It was in opposition to Gnosticism that the first eflfort 
'*. ,r 1^ was made to fix theologically the formulas ofa naive Modalism, 
and that these were used to confront the Logos Christology in 
order (i) to avert Ditheism, (2) to maintain the complete divin- 
ity of Christ, and (3) to prevent the attacks of Gnosticism. An 
attempt was also made, however, to prove Modalism by exe- 
gesis. That is equivalent to saying that this form of doctrine, 
which was embraced by the great majority of Christians, * was 
supported by scientific authorities, from the end of the second 
century. But it can ^ be shown without difficulty, how hurtful 
any contact with theology could not fail to be to the naive 
conception of the incarnation of the deity in Christ, and we may say 
that it was all over with it — though of course the death-struggle 
lasted long — when it found itself compelled to attack others or 
to defend itself. When it required to clothe itself in a cloak 
manufactured by a scientific theology, and to reflect on the 
idea of God, it belied its own nature, and lost its raison d'etre. 
What it still retained was completely distorted by its opponents. 
Hippolytus has in the Philosophumena represented the doctrine 
of Noetus to have been borrowed from Heraclitus. That 

nterpreted and could not but be interpreted ''economically". In the Test, of the 
XII. Patriarchs many passages that, in the Jewish original, spoke of Jehovah's ap- 
pearance among his people must now have received a Christian impress from their 
Christian editor. It is remarkable that, living in the third century, he did not 
scruple to do this, see Simeon 6 : i^ri ^ xt/p/oc ^ ©eo; /s^gya^ ro(/ 'Io-p«if A, ^cctvSfMt- 
voQ STTt yviQ UQ MpuTTOQ Kou o-u^wv hv otvT^ T^v 'A^^j!* . . . firt 6 06OC ^^jua Aaj3«v 
Kxi a-vvea-^fuv xvdpuTrotQ 'ia-ua-ev civQpuTrovQ ; Levi 5, Jud. 22, Issachar. 7 : 'Sxovre^ 
fjteS^ ietvvSiv rov ®e^v roV ovpxvoV, a-viJi.7ropsv6i4,€vov roi<; xv&puTrots : Zebul. 9 : '6^-ta'$e 
&sbv ev o'X^H'Ocrt civQpuTrov i Dan. 5; Naphth. 8: o^^i^a-sroei 06^; kxtoihAv h itv^poa- 
ToiQ STTt rijg yvii : Asher 7 '• ^^5 oZ 6 V^to'roQ l'7ri<rKi^\jT0u rifv yijv, xoti xhrhi eh^oiv 
^i tivdpuTTOQ fitrk MpooTToov ha-$tuv xxi tt/vuv ; Benjamin 10. Very different Christ- 
ologies, however, can be exemplified from the Testaments. It is not certain what 
sort of party Philaster (H. 51) meant (Lipsius Ketzergesch., p. 99 f.). In the third 
century Modalism assumed various forms, among which the conception of a 
formal transfonnation of God into man, and a real transition of the one into the 
other, is noteworthy. An exclusive Modalistic doctrine first existed in the Church 
after the fight with Gnosticism. 

1 Tertull. l.c. and ch. I. : " simplicitas doctrinae ", ch. 9, Epiphan. H. 62. 2 
ci<pe^ea'TeeToi \i ^xepeetot. Philos. IX. 7, II : Ze^vplvoi thoanie K»i iyp^yniuro^, l.c. 
ch. 6 : iiioc^eii. 
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is, of course, an exaggeration. But once we grasp the whole 
problem "philosophically and scientifically'* — and it was so 
understood even by some scientific defenders of Monarchianism — 
then it undoubtedly resembles strikingly the controversy regard- 
ing the idea of God between the genuine Stoics and the Pla- 
tonists. As the latter set the transcendent, apathetic God of 
Plato above the Xoyo(;'de6(; of Heraclitus and the Stoics, so 
Origen, e.g.y has charged the Monarchians especially with stop- 
ping short at the God manifest, and at work, in the world, 
instead of advancing to the ** ultimate" God, and thus 
apprehending the deity "economically". Nor can it surprise 
us that Modalistic Monarchianism, after some of its represent- 
atives had actually summoned science, />., the Stoa, to their 
assistance, moved in the direction of a pantheistic conception of 
God. But this does not seem to have happened at the outset, 
or to the extent assumed by the opponents of the school. Not 
to speak of its uncultured adherents, the earliest literary defend- 
ers of Hod alism _ ffiere ^ markedly monotheistic , and had a real 
interest in Biblical Christianity. It marks the character of the 
opposition, however, that they at once scented the God of 
Heraclitus and Zeno— a proof of how deeply they themselves 
were involved in Neo-platonic theology. * As it was in Asia 

1 That the scientific defenders of Modalism adopted the Stoic method — just as 
the Theodotians had the Aristotelian (see above)— is evident, and Hippolytus was 
therefore so far correct in connecting Noetus with Heraclitus, /.^., with the. father 
of the Stoa. To Hagemann belongs the merit (Rom. Kirche, pp. 354 — 371) of having 
demonstrated the traces of Stoic Logic and Metaphysics in the few and imperfectly 
transmitted tenets of the Modalists. (See here Hatch, The influence etc., p. igf. on 
the a-ufiT^x^'^ and the substantial unity of ^vx^ and a-Hfix). We can still re- 
cognise, especially from Novatian's refutation, the syllogistic method of the Modalists, 
which rested on nominalist^ i.e., Stoic, logic. See, ^.f., the proposition: Si unus 
deus Christus, Christus autem deus, pater est Christus, quia unus deus; si non 
pater sit Christus, dum et deus filius Christus, duo dii contra scripturas introducti 
videantur." But those utterances in which contradictory attributes, such as visible — 
invisible etc., are ascribed to God, could be excellently supported by the Stoic system 
of categories. That system distinguished '/J/« (ot'O-/*, t/Toxf/fcsvov) from fl-t//(i^f|3jfx^T«, 
or more accurately (i) vTroKs/iJtsvcc (substrata, subjects of judgment); (2) toi4 
(qualitatives) ; (3) t^c 'ixovrx (definite modifications) and (4) t^^c rt «•«(>; 'ixovrct 
(relative modifications). Nos. 2 — 4 form the qualities of the idea as a a-vyxexv' 
oiUvov; but 2 and 3 belong to the conceptual sphere of the subject itself, while 4 
embraces the variable relation of the subject to other subjects. The designations 
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Minor that Adoptianism first entered into conflict with the 
Logos Christology, so the Church of Asia Minor seems to 
have been the scene of the first Modalistic controversy, while in 
both cases natives of that country transferred the dispute to Rome. 

Father and Son, visible and invisible etc., must be conceived as such relative, 
accidental, attributes. The same subject can in one relation be Father, in another 
Son, or, according to circumstances, be visible or invisible. One sees that this 
logical method could be utilised excellently to prove the simple unreasoned propo- 
sitions of the old Modalism. There are many traces to show that the system was 
applied in the schools of Epigonus and Cleomenes, and it is with schools we have 
here to deal. Thus, eg.^ we have the accusation which, time and again, Origen 
made against the Monarchians, that they only assnme one vTroKftfjcevoVj and combine 
Father and Son indiscriminately as modes in which it is manifested. (Hagemann 
refers to Orig. on Matt. XVI. 14: ot o'vyxsovrsQ Treerp^Q Kxt vtoC 'ivvotxvi and on 
John X. 21 : ffvyxtdfitvot Iv r^ feept TreerpoQ xeu vioC rSTtp — but vvyxsetv is the 
Stoic term). The proposition is also Stoic that while the one vfeoKStiiivov is capable 
of being divided {hattps7v), it is only subjectively, in our conceptions of it (rg 
fT/vo/f t^6vy)j so that merely ivd/ixrct not differences xad' v^do'Txa'tv, result. Further, 
the conception of the Logos as a mere sound is verbally that of the Stoics, who 
defined the ^«vjf (A^yo?) as itjp TfTAify/t^cvo; ^ ro 'thov ctla-dtiT^v iKoijq. Tertullian 
adv. Prax. 7 ; " quid est enim, dices, sermo nisi vox et sonus oris et sicut gram- 
matici tradunt, aer offensus, intelligibilis auditu, ceterum vacuum nescio quid et 
inane et incorporale?" Hippolyt, Philos. X. 33: 06$? A^yov iToygw5f, oh h6yo)t 
&% ^«vify. Novatian, de trinit. 31 : '^ sermo filius natus est, qui non in sono per- 
cuss! aeris aut tono coactae de visceribus vocis accipitur." The application of 
Nominalist Logic and Stoic Methaphjrsics to theology was discredited in the 
controversy with the Modalists under the names of "godless science", or "the 
science of the unbelievers", just as much as Aristotelian philosophy had been in 
the fight with the Adoptians. Therefore, even as early as about A.D. 250, one of 
the most rancorous charges levelled at Novatian by his enemies was that he was 
a follower of another, i.e.^ of the Stoic, philosophy (Cornelius ap. Euseb. H. E, VL 
43. 16; Cypr. Ep. 55. 24,60.3). Novatian incurred this reproach because he opposed 
the Monarchians with their own, /.^., the syllogistic, method, and because he had 
maintained, as was alleged, imitating the Stoics, "omnia peccata paria esse." 
Now if the philosophy of Adoptian scholars was Aristotelian, and that of 
Modalistic scholars was Stoic, so the philosophy of Tatian, Tertullian, Hippo- 
lytus, and Origen, in reference to the One and Many, and the real evolutions 
{f4.€pta'fi6Q) of the one to the many is unmistakably Platonic. Hagemann (I.e. pp. 
182 — 206) has shown the extent to which the expositions of Plotinus (or Porphyry) 
coincide in contents and form, method and expression — see especially the conception 
of Hypostasis (substance) in Plotinus — ^with those of the Christian theologians mentioned, 
among whom we have to include Valentinus. (See also Hipler in the ostr. Vierteljahrsschr. 
f. Kath. Theol. 1869, p. 161 ff., quoted after Losche, Ztschr. f. wiss. Theol. 1884, p. 259). 
When the Logos Christology triumphed completely in the Church at the end of 
the third century, Neoplatonism also triumphed over Aristotelianism and Stoicism in 
ecclesiastical science, and it was only in the West that theologians, like Amobius, 
were tolerated who in their pursuit of Christian knowledge rejected Platonism. 
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It is possible that Noetus was not excommunicated till about 
A.D. 230, and, even if we cannot now discover his date 
more accurately, it seems to be certain that he first excited 
attention as a Monarchian, and probably in the last twenty 
years of the second century. This was perhaps in Smyrna, ^ 
his native place, perhaps in Ephesus. * He was excommuni- 
cated in Asia Minor, only after the whole controversy had, 
comparatively speaking, come to a close in Rome. ' This ex- 
plains why Hippolytus has mentioned him last in his great work 
against the Monarchians, while in the Philosoph. he describes 
him as the originator (IX. 6: cipx^yov) of the heresy.* A 
disciple of his, Epigonus, came to Rome in the time of Zephy- 
rinus, or shortly before (-[- 200), and is said to have there dif- 
fused the teaching of his master, and to have formed a separate 
party of Patripassians. At first Cleotpeneo y the disciple of Epi- 
gonus, was regarded as the head of the sect, and then, from 
c. A.D. 215, Sabellius. Against these there appeared, in the 
Roman Church, especially the presbyter Hippolytus, who sought 
to prove that the doctrine promulgated by them was a revolu- 
tionary error. But the sympathies of the vast majority of the 
Roman Christians, so far as they could take any part in the 
dispute, were on the side of the Monarchians, and even among 
the clergy only a minority supported Hippolytus. The ** unedu- 
cated'* Bishop Zephyrine, advised by the prudent Callistus, was 
himself disposed, like Victor, his predecessor (see under), to the 
Modalistic views; but his main effort seems to have been to 
calm the contending parties, and at any cost to avoid a new 

I Hippol. c. Noet. I., Philos. IX. 7. 

' Epiph. I.C.5 ch. I, 

3 According to Hippol. c. Noet. I., he was not condemned after the first trial, 
but only at the close of a second, — a proof of the uncertainty that still prevailed. 
It is impossible now to discover what ground there was for the statement that 
Noetus gave himself out to be Moses, and his brother to be Aaron. 

* The fact that Noetus was able to live for years in Asia Minor undisturbed, 
has evidently led Theodoret into the mistake that he was a later Monarchian who 
only appeared after Epigonus and Cleomenes. For the rest, Hippolytus used the 
name of Noetus in his attack on him, simply as a symbol under which to oppose 
later Monarchians (see Ztschr. f. d. hist. Theol. 1874, p. 201); this is at once clear 
from ch. 2. 
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schism in the Roman Church, already sadly split up. After his 
death the same policy was continued by Callistus (217 — 222), 
now raised to the Bishopric. But as the schools now attacked 
each other more violently, and an agreement was past hoping 
flj for, the Bishop determined to excommunicate both Sabellius and 
Hippolytus, the two heads of the contending factions. * The 
Christological formula, which Callistus himself composed, was 
meant to satisfy the less passionate adherents of both parties, 
and this it did, so far as we may conjecture. The small party 
of Hippolytus "the true Catholic Church**, held its ground in 
Rome for only about fifteen years, that of Sabellius probably 
longer. The formula of Callistus was the bridge, on which the 

^ Roman Christians, who were originally favourable to Monarchi- 
anism, passed over to the recognition of the Logos Christology, 
following the trend of the times, and the science of the Church. 
This doctrine must have already been the dominant theory in 
Rome when Novatian wrote his work De Trinitate, and from 
that date it was never ousted thence. It had been established in 
the Capital by a politician, who, for his own part, and so far 

* Philos. IX. 12 : 0l/T«c ^ K^AA/o-to« [i.tr» tjJv ro^ ZB^vpivov TsXevryjv vofjtt^cov 
rsrvx^^vatt oZ sQtip&TOy rov 'Sx^s^Xtov i.Tcicoo'sv uq fiif ^povoVvrx hp^&Q^ ^€$otK6i)g sfM^ 
Kou voiiP^uv oVtu S6veca-$att uTorptypeca-dxt rijv Trphq ricq SKxPnio'iecg KCcr\^yopieev, &^ fiii 
i^^orptcoQ ^poviSv. Hippolytus, whose treatment of Sabellius is respectful, compared 
with his attitude to Callistus, says nothing of his own excommunication ; it is there- 
fore possible that he and his small faction had already separated from Callistus, 
and for their part had put him under the ban. This cannot have happened under 
Zephyrine, as is shown directly by Philos. IX. ii, and all we can infer fromch. 7 
is that the party of Hippolytus had ceased to recognise even Zephyrine as Bishop ; 
so correctly DoUinger, I.e., p. loi f., 223 f.;^ a different view in. Lipsius, Ketzerge- 
schichte, p. 150. The situation was doubtless this: Epigonus and Cleomenes had 
founded a real school {$i$aQxa?is7cv) in the Roman Church, perhaps in opposition 
to that of the Theodotians, and this school was protected by the Roman bishops, 
(s. Philos. IX. 7 : Ze^up7voQ [r^ xip^st '7rpoa-^epOfih:a TreiQSfiSvoQ] o'vvsx^pet ro7q 
Tpoa-toGa-t r^ KXeofjcivst f4.ec6>iT8V€a'$ou . . . Tovtoqv xetrk iiec^ox>i^ ^tsfietve ro $tSeeaxee- 
Ag7ov Kpxrvv6fievov Koti STrxv^cv $t^ rb a-vvxtpso'Axt xhrotti rov Zs^vplvov xxt rbv 
K4aa/o-tcv). Hippolytus attacked the orthodoxy and Church character of the school, 
which possessed the sympathy of the Roman community, and he succeeded, after 
Sabellius had become its head, in getting Callistus to expel the new leader from 
the Church. But he himself was likewise excommunicated on account of his Christ- 
ology, his "rigourism" and his passionate agitations. At the moment the com- 
munity of Callistus was no longer to him a Catholic Church, but a h$xff-Kx/.s7ov 
(see Philos. IX. 12, p 458, 15 p. 462, 42). 
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as he took any interest at all in dogmatics, had been more 
inclined to the Modalistic theory. ^ 

The scantiness of our sources for the history of Monarchi- 
anism in Rome, — not to speak of other cities— in spite of the 
discovery of the Philosophumena, is shown most clearly by the 
circumstance that TertuUian has not mentioned the names of 
Noetus, Epigonus, Cleomenes, or Callistus; on the other hand, 
he has introduced a Roman Monarchian, Praxeas, whose name 
is not mentioned by Hippolytus in any of his numerous contro- 
versial writings. This fact has seemed so remarkable that very 
hazardous hypotheses have been set up to explain it. It has 
been thought that "Praxeas** is a nickname (= tradesman), and ^ 
that by it we ought really to understand Noetus, ^ Epigonus, ' 
or Callistus/ The correct view is to be found in DoUinger' 
and Lipsius. • Praxeas' had come to Rome before Epigonus, 
at a date anterior to the earliest of Hippolytus' personal re- 
collections, accordingly about contemporaneously with Theodo- 
tus, or a little earlier, while Victor was Bishop; according to 
Lipsius, and this is probable, even during the episcopate of 
Eleutherus. ' He probably resided only a short time in Rome, 

1 The attempt has been made in the above to separate the historical kernel from 
the biassed description of Hippol}'tus in the Philos. His accoimt is reproduced 
most correctly by Caspari (Quellen III., p. 325 if.). Hippolytus has not disguised 
the fact that the Bishops had the great mass of the Roman community on their 
side (IX. 11)5 but he has everywhere scented hypocrisy, intrigues and subserviency, 
where it is evident to the present day that the Bishops desired to protect the Church 
from the rabies theologorum. In so doing, they only did what their office demanded, 
and acted in the spirit of their predecessors, in whose days the acceptance of the 
brief and broad Church confession was alone decisive, while beyond that freedom 
ruled. It is also evident that Hippolytus considered Zephyrine and the rest a set 
of ignorant beings {idiotes)^ because they would not accede to the new science 
and the '•'economic" conception of God. 

3 According to Pseudo-TertuU. 30, where in fact the name of Praxeas is sub- 
stituted for Noetus. 

3 De Rossi, Bullet 1866, p. 170. 

* So, ^^., Hagemann, l.c., p. 234 f., and similarly at an earlier date, Semler. 

6 L.C., p. 198. 

« Jahrb. f. deutsche Theologie, 1868, H. 4. 

7 The name has undoubtedly not been shown elsewhere up till now. 

8 Chronol. d. rom. Bischofe, p. 173 f. 
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where he met with no opposition; and he founded no school 
in the city. When, twenty years afterwards, the controversy was 
at its height in Rome and Carthage, and TertuUian found him- 
self compelled to enter the lists against Patripassianism, the 
name of Praxeas was almost forgotten. TertuUian, however, 
laid hold of him because Praxeas had been the first to raise a 
discussion in Carthage also, and because he had an antipathy 
to Praxeas who was a decided anti-montanist. In his attack, 
TertuUian has, however, reviewed the historical circumstances of 
about the year A.D. 210, when his work Adv. Prax. was 
written; nay, he manifestly alludes to the Roman Monarchians, 
i,e,, to Zephyrinus and those protected by him. This observ- 
ation contains what truth there is in the hypothesis that Praxeas 
is only a name for another well-known Roman Monarchian. 
^ Praxeas was a confessor of Asia Minor, and the first to bring 
the dispute as to the Logos Christology to Rome. ^ At the 
same time he brought from his birth-place a resolute zeal against 
the new prophecy. We are here, again, reminded of the faction 
of Alogi of Asia Minor who combined with the rejection of the 
Logos Christology an aversion from Montanism; cf. also the 
Roman presbyter Caius. Not only did his efforts meet with no 
opposition in Rome, but Praxeas induced the Bishop, by giving 
him information as to the new prophets and their communities 
in Asia, to recall the litterce pads, which he had already sent 
them, and to aid in expelling the Paraclete. ^ If this Bishop was 
Eleutherus, and that is probable from Euseb. H. E. V. 4, then 
we have four Roman Bishops in succession who declared them- 
selves in favour of the ModaHstic Christology, viz., Eleutherus, 
Victor, Zephyrine, and Callistus; for we learn from Pseudo- 
TertuUian that Victor took the part of Praxeas. * But it is also 

1 Adv. Prax.: Iste primus ex Asia hoc genus perversitatis intulit Rom am, homo 
et alias inquietus, insuper de iactatione martyrii inflatus ob solum et simplex et 
breve careens taedium. 

2 L.C.: Ita duo negotia diaboli Praxeas Romae procuravit, prophetiam expulit et 
hseresim intulit, paracletum fugavit et patrem crucifixit. 

3 Pseudo-Tertull. : Praxeas quidem hseresim introduxit quam Victorinus corrobo- 
rare curavit. This Victorinus is rightly held by most scholars to be Bishop Victor ; 
(i) there is the name (on Victor = Victorinus, see Langen I.e., p. 196; Caspari, 
Quellen III., p. 323, n. 102); (2) the date; (3) the expression "curavit" which 
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possible that Victor was the Bishop whom TertulHan (Adv. 
Prax.) was thinking of, and in that case Eleutherus has no 
place here. It is at all events certain that when Dynamistic 
Monarchianism was proscribed by Victor, it was expelled not 
by a defender of the Logos Christology, but in the interests 
of a Modalistic Christology. The labours of Praxeas did not 
yet bring about a controversy in Rome with the Logos Doctrine ; 
he was merely the forerunner of Epigonlis and Cleomenes there, p 
From Rome he betook himself to Carthage, * andstrov£.agaixist 
the assurngtioxL-of-^kfty^-distinctioiL .between: Ged-and Christ. But 
he-v^a[n*esisted by TertuUian, who, at that time, still belonged 
to the Catholic Church, and he was silenced, and even com- 
pelled to make a written recantation. With this ended the 
first phase of the dispute. ^ The name of Praxeas does not again 
occur. But it was only several years afterwards that the con- 
troversy became really acute in Rome and Carthage, and 
caused TertuUian to write his polemical work. ^ Of the final 
stages of Monarchianism in Carthage and Africa we know 
nothing certain. Yet see under. 

It is not possible, from the state of our sources, to give a 
complete and homogeneous description of the doctrine of the 
older Modalistic Monarchianism. But the sources are not alone 
to blame for this. As soon as the thought that God Himself 

points to a high position, and is exactly paralleled by the o'vvxfpsa'dM used by 
Hippolytus in referring to Zephyrine and Callistus (see p. 58, note i); lastly, 
the fact that Victor's successors, as we know definitely, held Monarchian views. 
The excommunication of Theodotus by Victor proves nothing, of course, to the 
contrary; for the Monarchianism of this man was of quite a different type from 
that of Praxeas. 

1 This is definitely to be inferred from the words of TertuUian (I.e.): "Fructi- 
caverant avenae Praxeanae hie quoque superseminatae dormientibus multis in sim- 
plicitate doctrinae"; see Caspari, l.c.; Hauck, TertuUian, p. 368; Lanjjen, I.e., p. 199; 
on the other side Hesselberg, TertuUian's Lehre, p. 24, and Hagemann, l.c. 

2 TertuUian, I.e.: Avenae Praxeanae traductae dehinc per quem deus voluit (scU. 
per me), etiam evulsae videbantur. Denique caverat pristinum doctor de emendatione 
sua, et manet chirographum apud psychicos, apud quos tunc gesta res est; exinde 
silentium. 

3 TertuU., l.c. Avenae vero Ulae ubique tunc semen excusserant. Ita altquamdiu 
per hypocrisin subdola vivacitate latitavit, et nunc denuo erupit. Sed et denuo 
eradicabitur, si voluerit dominus. 
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was incarnate in Christ had to be construed theologically, very 
various attempts could not fail to result. These could lead, 
and so far did lead, on the one hand, to hazardous conceptions 
involving transformation, and, on the other, almost to the border 
of Adoptianism; for, as soon as the indwelling of the deity of the 
Father {deitas patris) in Jesus was not grasped in the strict sense 
as an incarnation, as soon as the element that in Jesus consti- 
tuted his personality was not exclusively perceived in the deity 
of the Father, these Christians were treading the ground of the 
Artemonite heresy. Hippolytus also charged Callistus with 
wavering between Sabellius and Theodotus, ^ and in his work 
against Noetus he alludes (ch. III.) to a certain affinity between 
the latter and the leather-worker. In the writings of Origen, more- 
over, several passages occur, regarding which it will always 
be uncertain whether they refer to Modalists or Adoptians. Nor 
can this astonish us, for Monarchians of all shades had a com- 
mon interest in opposition to the Logos Christology: they re- 
P presented the conception of the Person of Christ founded on the 
history of salvation^ as against one based on the history of his 
nature. 

Among the different expositions of the doctrine of the older 
Modalists that of Hippolytus in his work against Noetus shows 
us it in its simplest form. The Monarchians there described 
are introduced to us as those who taught that Christ is the 
Father himself, and that the Father was born, suffered and 
died. * If Christ is God, then he is certainly the Father, or he 
would not be God. If Christ, accordingly, truly suffered, then 
the God, who is God alone, suffered. ' But they were not only 
^ influenced by a decided interest in Monotheism, * a cause which 
they held to have been injured by their opponents, * whom 

1 Philos. IX. 12, X. 27. Epiph. H. 57. 2. 

2 C. I : '^4>»f Tcv Xpio-rh eevrov ilvxi rov 'xxripoi kcu aturov rov ^xrepx yeyBwyia-^oit 

^ C. 2 : E/ ot/y Xpta-Tov 6iio^oy& 0f ov, eiuroQ apec eo'Ttv 6 ^rarif p, s*/ yt 'ia-riv 6 
&e6Q. 'i'TTccOsv $^ XptvroQy ocl/roq £>v ©eo'c, cepac oZv 'iirxU-j 'Kctrvipy Treerijp yap ccurbq ?v 
** ^aa-Mva-iv a-vvta-rxv 'ivx &e6v (c. 2). 

5 Hippolytus defends himself, c. 11. 14: ov $vo &eovQ /.eyu^ s. Philos. IX. 1 1, 
fia. 12: ^vnJLOviu d KiAA/yro^ viiitv hsthii^ei etTelv h'Qsot ea-re. From c. Noet. II it 
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they called ditheists (S/dfo/), but they fought in behalf of the 
complete deity of Jesus, which, in their opinion, could only be 
upheld by their doctrine. * In support of the latter they appealed, 
like the Theodotians, chiefly to the Holy Scriptures, and, indeed, 
to the Catholic Canon ; thus they quoted Exod. III. 6, XX. 2f. ; 
Isa. XLIV. 6, XLV. 5, 14 f.; Baruch. III. 36; John. X. 30, 
XIV. 8f. ; Rom. IX. 5. Even John's Gospel is recognised; but 
this is qualified by the most important piece of information 
which Hippolytus has given about their exposition of the Scrip- 
tures. They did not regard that book as justifying the intro- 
duction of a Logos, and the bestowal on him of the title Son 
of God. The prologue of the Gospel, as well as, in general, 
so many passages in the book, was to be understood allegoric- 
ally. ' The use of the category of the Logos was accordingly (t) 
emphatically rejected in their theology. We do not learn any 
more about the Noetians here. But in the Philosoph. Hippo- 
lytus has discussed their conception of God, and has presented 
it as follows:' "They say that one and the same God was 
creator and Father of all things; that he in his goodness 
appeared to the righteous of olden times, although he is in- 
visible; in other words, when he is not seen, he is invisible, 
but when he permits himself to be seen, he is visible ; he is 
incomprehensible, when he wills not to be apprehended, com- 
prehensible when he permits himself to be apprehended. So in 
the same way he is invincible and to be overcome, unbegotten 
and begotten, immortal and mortal.** Hippolytus continues: 

appears that the Monarchians opposed the doctrine of the Logos, because it led to 
the Gnostic doctrine of ^Eons. Hippolytus had to reply: rU ayroi^uherou TAifflt/v 
©€^v 7rcepcc^ec?^?<ofjLgv)iv xxrk KOUpovQ, He sought to show (ch. 14 sq.) that the /itvo-- 
Tvipm oiKovofiiec^ of the Trinity taught by him was something different from the 
doctrine of the iEons. 

I Hippol. (c. Noet. I.) makes his opponent say, rt oZv kxkov votQ io%^'^m rov 
Xpta-rdv; see also ch. II. sq: Xpta-rog ?v Qebg Kxt 'iicoco'xsv ^'' ^iJt&Q ccvrbqUtfTt TaeTiipy 
Yvx xou a-Sia-ect iit^&Q ^vv^iS^^ aAAo ob $vv^tMsdee ^iysiv\ see again ch. IX. where Hip- 
polytus says to his opponents that the Son must be revered in the way defined by 
God in Holy Scriptures. 

3 S. c. 15 : aAA' ipsl iioi rt^' thzv ^epeiq ^6yov A/yw* i/iVv. 'IwAwjf? (Jih yup 
?,iyst ^,6ycv, xhK^ «AAw5 ciP^Aiiyopsl. 

3 L. IX. 10. See also Theodoret. 
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"Noetus says, *So far, therefore, as the Father was not made, 
^^-^ he is appropriately called Father ; but in so far as he passively 
submitted to be born, he is by birth the Son, not of another, 
but of himself.'** In this way he meant to establish the Mon- 
archiuy and to say that he who was called Father and Son, 
was one and the same, not one proceeding from the other, but 
he himself from himself; he is distinguished in name as Father 
and Son, according to the change of dispensations; but it is 
one and the same who appeared in former times, and submit- 
ted to be born of the virgin, and walked as man among men. 
He confessed himself, on account of his birth, to be the Son to 
those who saw him, but he did not conceal the truth that he was 
the Father from those who were able to apprehend it. * Cleo- 
menes and his party maintain that "he who was nailed to the 
cross, who committed his spirit to himself, who died and did 
not die, who raised himself on the third day and rested in 
the grave, who was pierced with the lance and fastened with 
nails, was the God and Father of all.** The distinction between 
Father and Son was accordingly nominal; yet it was to this 
extent more than nominal, that the one God, in being born 
" " man, appeared as Son; it was real, so far, from the point of 
view of the history of salvation. In support of the identity of 
the ** manifested** and the invisible, these Monarchians referred 
to the O. T. theophanies, with as good a right as, nay, with 
a better than, the defenders of the Logos Christology. Now as 
regards the idea of God, it has been said that "the element of 
finitude was here potentially placed in God himself,*' and that 
these Monarchians were influenced by Stoicism, etc. While the 
"" former statement is probably unwarranted, the Stoic influence, 
on the contrary, is not to be denied.' But the foundation to 
which we have to refer them consists of two ancient liturgical 

* We perceive very clearly here that we have before us not an unstudied, but 
a thought-out, and theological Modalism. As it was evident, in the speculations 
about Melchisedec of the Theodotians, that they, like Origen, desired to rise from 
the crucified Jesus to the eternal, godlike Son, so these Medalists held the concep- 
tion, that the Father himself was to be perceived in Jesus, to be one which was 
only meant for those who could grasp it. 

3 See above (p. 55, note i). In addition Philos. X. 27: roCrcv rbv Trxripx 
ctvrbv vih vofiit^ova-i Kurk x»tpoui xee^ovfjL€vcv Tpd^ tx (rvfjL^XtvcvTX. 
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formulas, used by Ignatius, the author of the 11. Ep. of Clement, 
and Melito, * whom we include, although he wrote a work *' Con- 
cerning the creation and genesis of Christ" {Tsp) jcrlfrsug jca) 
ysvsfTsui; XpKrrov). Further, even Ignatius, although he held 
Christ to have been pre-existent, knew only of one birth of the 
Son, namely, that of God from the virgin. * We have here to 
recognise the conception, according to which, God, in virtue of . 
his own resolve to become finite, capable of suffering etc., can^^^ 
and did decide to be man, without giving up his divinity. It 
is the old, religious, and artless Modalism, which has here been 
raised, with means furnished by the Stoa, to a theological doc- 
trine, and has become exclusive. But in the use of the formula 
"the Father has suffered,** we have undoubtedly an element of 
novelty; for it cannot be indicated in the post-apostolic age. 
It is very questionable, however, whether it was ever roundly 
uttered by the theological defenders of Modalism. They prob- 
ably merely said that ** the Son, who suffered, is the same with 
the Father.'* 

We do not learn what conception these Monarchians formed 
of the human (rJip^ (flesh) of Jesus, or what significance they 
attached to it. Even the Monarchian formulas, opposed by 
Tertullian in "Adv. Prax**, and attributed to Callistus by 
Hippolytus, are already more complicated. We easily perceive 
that they were coined in a controversy in which the theological 
difficulties inherent in the Modalistic doctrine had become notori- 
ous. Tertullian's Monarchians still cling strongly to the perfect ^ 
identity of the Father and Son ; * th^y refuse to admit the Logos 
into their Christology; for the "word** is no substance, but 

* See Ignat. ad Ephes. VII. 2: s7q t^rpSq ia-Tiv erecpKiiiSq re aoct TrvevfiartKdgy 
ysvvijrog Kcct «y/vvjfTOC, Iv o'xpx) yev^fisvo^ GsSq, fv $av^Tif> ^uij «Aiffl/v^, koci sk Matptae^ 
xect SK QsoVy TpiSrcv fracQifrbq xxt rdrs uifx^vi^^ ^Itja-oCg Xpta-rdg ; and see for Clement 
Vol. I., p. 186 ff. 

3 It is interesting to notice that in the Abyssinian Church of to-day there is a 
theological school which teaches a threefold birth of Christ, from the Father in 
eternity, from the virgin, and from fAe Holy Ghost at the Baptism ; see Herzog, R. E., 
2 Aufl., Bd. I., p. 70. 

3 C. I : " Ipsum dicit patrem descendisse in virginem, ipsum ex ea natum, ipsum 
passum ipsum denique esse lesum Christum." c. 2: "post tempus pater natus et 
pater passus, ipse deus, dominus omnipotens, lesus Christus prsedicatur" ; see also c. 13. 

5 



Digitized by 



Google 



66 HISTORY OF DOGMA [Chap. I. 

merely a ** sound'';* they are equally interested With the Noet- 
ians in monotheism, " though not so evidently in the full divin- 
ity of Christ; like them they dread the return of Gnosticism;^ 
they hold the same view as to the invisibility and visibility of 
God;* they appeal to the Holy Scriptures, sometimes to the 
same passages as the opponents of Hippolytus ; ^ but they find 
themselves compelled to adapt their teaching to those proof* 
texts in which the Son is contrasted, as a distinctive subject, 
with the Father. This they did, not only by saying that 
~^ God_made_hims£lf . Sqn_by assunjing-aJbody, * or that the Son 
-7^ proceeded from himself^ — for with God nothing is impossible;* 

. j:y./r>w1but they distinctly declared that the flesh changed the Father 
into the Son; or even that in the person of the Redeemer the 

1 C. 7 : " Quid est exiim, dices, sermo nisi vox et sonus oris, et sicut gramma* 
tici tradunt, aer offensus, intellegibilis auditu, ceterum vanum nescio quid." 

2 C. 2 : " Unicum deum non alias putat credendum, quem si ipsum eundemque 
et patrem et filium et spiritum s. dicat." c. 3 : " Duos et tres iam iactitant a nobis 
praedicari, se vero unius dei cultores prgesumunt . . . monarchiam, inquiunt, tenemus." 
c. 13: "inquis, duo dii prsedicuntur." c. 19; "igitur si propterea eundem et patrem 
et filium credendum putaverunt, ut unum deum vindicent etc." c. 23: "ut sic duos 
divisos diceremus, quomodo iactitatis etc." 

8 C 8: '^Hoc si qui putaverit me 7rpofioXy,v aliquam introducere," says TertuUian 
^'qhod facit Valentinus, etc." 

* See c. 14. 15: "Hie ex diverso Volet aliquis etiam filium invisibilem conten- 
dere, ut sermonem, ut spiritum . . . Nam et illud adiiciunt ad argumentationem, quod 
si filius tunc (Exod. 33) ad Moysen loquebatur, ipse faciem suam nemini visibilem 
pronuntiaret, quia scil. ipse invisibilis pater fuerit in filii nomine. Ac per hoc si 
eundem volunt accipi et visibilem et invisibilem, quomodo eundem patrem et filium . . . 
Ergo visibilis et invisibilis idem, et quia utrumque, ideo et ipse pater invisibilis, qua 
et filius, visibilis . , , Argumentantur, recte utrumque dictum, visibilem quidem 
in carne, invisibilem vero ante camem, ut idem sit pater invisibilis ante camem, 
qui et filius visibilis in came." 

6 Thus to Exod. XXXIII. (ch. 14), Rev. I. 18 (ch. 17), Isa. XXIV. 24 (ch. 19), 
esp. John X. 30; XIV. 9, 10 (ch. 20), Isa. XLV. 5 (ch. 20). They admit that in 
the Scriptures sometimes two, sometimes one, are spoken of; but they argued 
(ch. 18): "Ergo quia duos et unum invenimus, ideo ambo unus atque idem et 
filius et pater." 

Ch» 10: "Ipse se sibi filium fecit." 

7 Ch. 11: " Porro qui eundem patrem dicis et filium, eundem et protulisse ex 
semetipso facis." 

8 To this verse the Monarchians, according to ch. 10, appealed, and they quoted 
as a parallel the birth from the virgin. 
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body (the man, Jesus) was the Son, but that the Spirit (God, 
Christ) was the Father.* For this they appealed to Luke I. 35. 
They conceived the Holy Spirit to be identical with the power 
of the Almighty, i.e.y with the Father himself, and they em- 
phasised the fact that that which was bortty accordingly the flesh, 
not the Spirit, was to be called Son of God. ^ The Spirit (God) 
was not capable of suffering, but since he entered into the flesh, 
he sympathised in the suffering. The Son suffered,^ but the 
Father "sympathised"* — this being a Stoic expression. There- 
fore TertuUian says (ch. 23), "Granting that we would thus say, 
as you assert, that there were two separate (gods), it was more 
tolerable to affirm two separate (gods) than one dissembling 
(turn-coat) god** [Ut sic divisos diceremus, quomodo iactitatis, 
tolerabilius erat, duos divisos quam unum deum versipellem 
praedicare]. 

It is very evident that whenever the distinction between caro 
(Alius) and spiritus (pater), between the flesh or Son and the 
Spirit or Father, is taken seriously, the doctrine approximates 
to the Artemonite idea. It is in fact changing its coat (versi- 
pellis). But it is obvious that even in this form it could not 
satisfy the defenders of the Logos Christology, for the personal 
identity between the Father and the Spirit or Christ is still re- 
tained. On the whole, every attempt made by Modalism to 
meet the demands of the Logos doctrine could not fail logically 
to lead to Dynamistic Monarchianism. We know definitely that 
the formulas of Zephyrine and Callistus arose out of attempts 

' Ch. 27: "iEque in una persona utrumque distinguunt, patrem et filium, dis- 
centes filium camem esse, id est hominem, id est lesum, patrem autem spiri- 
tum, id est deum, id est Christum." On this TertuUian remarks : " et qui unum 
eundemque contendunt patrem et filium, iam incipiunt dividere illos potius quam 
unare; talem monarchiam apud Valentinum fortasse didicerunt, duos facere lesum 
et Christum." TertuUian, accordingly, tries to retort on his opponents the charge 
of dissolving the Monarchiaj see even ch. 4. The attack on the assumption of a 
transformation of the divine into the human does not, for the rest, affect these 
Monarchians (ch. 27 ff.). 

2 See ch. 26, 27: "propterea quod nascetur sanctum, vocabitur filius deij caro 
itaque nata est, caro itaque erit filius dei." 

3 Ch. 29: "mortuus est non ex divina, sed ex humana substantia." 
< L. c: "Compassus est pater filio." 
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at a compromise, ^ though the charge of having two gods was 
raised against Hippolytus and his party. Zephyrine's thesis 
(IX. II ), "I know one God, Christ Jesus, and besides him no 
^^--i other born and suffering," which he announced with the limiting 
clause, **the Father did not die, but the Son,'* ^ agrees with the 
doctrines of "Praxeas", but, as is clear from thePhilos,, is also 
to be understood as a formula of compromise. Callistus went 
still further. He found it advisable after the excommunication 
of Sabellius and Hippolytus, to receive the category of the Logos 
into the Christological formula meant to harmonise all parties, 
an act for which he was especially abused by Hippolytus, while 
Sabellius also accused him of apostasy. ^ According to Zephy- 
Pj rine : God is in himself an indivisible Pneuma, which fills 
x-f all things, or, in other words, the Logos; as Logos he is 
3^ ^nominally two. Father and Son. The Pneuma, become flesh in 
V the virgin, is thus in essence not different from, but identical 
with, the Father (John XIV. ii). He who became manifest, />., 
the man, is the Son, but the Spirit, which entered into the Son, 
is the Father. "For the Father, who is in the Son, deified the 
flesh, after he had assumed it, and united it with himself, and 
established a unity of such a nature that now Father and Son 
are called one God, and that henceforth it is impossible that 
this single person can be divided into two; rather the thesis 
holds true that the Father suffered in sympathy with the Son " — 
not the Father suffered. * 

1 Philos. IX. 7, p. 440. 35 sq.; II, p. 450. 72 sq. 

2 'Eyft> ol$x 'ivx ©gov Xpia-rov ^lijo-oCv kxi wA^v uvtoO liT$pcy oh^hx -yfwjfTOv xxi 

3 L.c. IX. 12, p. 458, 78 : «AAfl{ Koit $ta ro vto toV ^oc^s?<^tov a-vxv^Q xotrviyo^ 
psia-Qcti UQ TTxpcc^aivTCc rijy Trpuryiv Tta-rtv. It is apparently the very formula *' Com- 
passus est pater filio" that appeared unacceptable to the strict Monarchians. 

* Philos. IX. 12, p. 4585 80: KiAA/tf-ro? xiyst rov x6yov xbrov stvxi vi'6v^ xvrov 
Kut wxTspx bvSizxrt f^h Kx^ov(zevov, 'h $1 'ov to TTveCfjcx xhxipsrov. ovk ^AAo slvxi 
TKTSpXy aAAo $^ viSvy iv $i xxt TO xvTO vTr&pxii^ icxi Tx TrdvTX ysfjLetv roV Qsiov 
wsvfzxTOQ ri re icvM xxt kxtw kxi eJvxt ro h riji Trxpdsvca a-xpKU$h 'TvsV(zx ovx 
lirspov 'TTxpk rov Txripx^ aAAi %v xxt rb xhr6. K«/ rovro stvxi rb eiptifiivsv. John. 
14. II. To [ih yocp ^/ig7r6f4.evsv, 'dyesp sa-rtv 'MpaTroq, roCro slvxi rov vt'cv^ rb 51 l» 
T^ vi^ %«p)ffliv weV^LX roCro slvxt rev Txrspx' oh yxpt ^jjo-iVj sp&^voQsovgvxrepx 
Kxt t//o'v, aAA' %vx. *0 yxp sv xvrtji ygvi/Afvo? Texryip Trpoo'^x^dfJtevai t^v vApHX s^so- 
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Hippolytus discovered in this formula a mixture of Sabellian 
and Theodotian ideas, and he was right. ^ The approximation 
to the Christology founded on the doctrine of substances 
(hypostases), and the departure from the older Monarchianism, 
are, in fact, only brought about by Callistus having also made 
use of a Theodotian idea. ^ He still kept aloof from the Plato- 
nic conception of God; nay, it sounds like a reminiscence of 
Stoicism, when, in order to obtain a rational basis for the in- 
carnation, he refers to the Pneuma (Spirit) which fills the uni- 
verse, the upper and under world. But the fact that his formu- 
las, in spite of this, could render valuable service in Rome in 
harmonising different views, was not only due to their admission 
of the Logos conception. It was rather a result of the thought 
expressed in them, that God in becoming incarnate had deified 
the flesh, and that the Son, in so far as he represented the 
essentially deified (rJip^^ was to be conceived as a second person, 
and yet as one really united with God. ^ At this point the 
ultimate Catholic interest in the Christology comes correctly to 
Ught, and this is an interest not clearly perceptible elsewhere 
in Monarchian theories. It was thus that men were gradually 
tranquillised in Rome, and only the few extremists of the Left 
and Right parties offered any resistance. Moreover, the formula 
was extraordinarily adapted, by its very vagueness, to set up among 
the believing people the religious Mystery, under whose pro- 
tection the Logos Christology gradually made good its entrance. 

The latter was elaborated in opposition to Modalism by Ter- 

wo/iia-ev ivia'st^ iecvrtf^ Koii STotija'Sv ^v, d)^ xecKsia-^oti yeotripx kou vtov Hvx ®66v. xcci 
roVro 'iv 8v TTp^o'UTrov [lii $vvxa-6ect etvcu Jt/o, Koti oVru^ tov Txrspa a'V(Z7rg'TcvUvai 
rta vt^' oh ykp ds^et Xsystv rev Tctripot ttstovUvxi xec4 iv slvxt ^p6ff-a7rcv . . . 
Here something is wanting in the text. 

* Catholic theologians endeavour to give a Nicene inteipretation to the theses 
of Callistus, and to make Hippolytus a ditheist; seeHagemann, I.e.; Kuhn, Theol. 
Quartalschrift, 1885, II.; Lehir, £tudes bibliques, II., p. 383; de Rossi and various 
others. \ 

2 This is also Zahn's view, Marcell., p. 214. The doctrine of Callistus is for 
the rest so obscure,— and for this our informant does not seem to be alone to 
blame — that, when we pass from it to the Logos Christology, we actually breathe 
freely, and we can understand how the latter simpler and compact doctrine finally 

.triumphed over the laboured and tortuous theses of Callistus. 

, 3 See the Christology of Origen. 
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tulHan, Hippolytus, and Novatian in the West.* While Adop- 
tianism apparently played a very small part in the development 
of the Logos Christology in the Church, the Christological theses 
of TertuUian and the rest were completely dependent on the 
I opposition to the Modalists. ' This reveals itself especially in 
the strict subordination of the Son to the Father. It was only 
fi by such a subordination that it was possible to repel the charge, 
^ made by opponents, of teaching that there were two Gods. 
The philosophical conception of God implied in the Logos 
theory was now set up definitely as the doctrine of the Church, 
and was construed to mean that the unity of God was simply 
to be understood as a "unicum imperium**, which God could 
cause to be administered by his chosen officials. Further, the 
attempt was made to prove that Monotheism was satisfactorily 
guarded by the Father remaining the sole First Cause. ' But 
while the reproach was thus repelled of making Father and Son 
''brothers**, an approach was made to the Gnostic doctrine of 
iEons, and TertuUian himself felt, and was unable to avert, the 
danger of falling into the channel of the Gnostics. * His argu- 
ments in his writing Adv. Praxeas are not free from half con- 
5 ^cessions and uncertainties, while the whole tenor of the work 
^ "k --^ contrasts strikingly with that of the anti-gnostic tractates. Ter- 
.^^ ' ' tuUian finds himself time and again compelled in his work to 
v) ^\' pass from the offensive to the defensive, and the admissions 
v>' ^ that he makes show his uncertainty. Thus he concedes that 

'^ \i^^ ^ we may not speak of two Lords or two Gods, that in certain 
^ip* , circumstances the Son also can be called Almighty, or even 
/ Father, that the Son will in the end restore all things to the 
3 ^ Father, and, as it would seem, will merge in the Father; finally, 
S^ „ and especially, that the Son is not only not aliud a patre 
:"■ (different in substance from the Father), but even in some way 

r 

^ » See Vol. II., p. 256. 

3 This can be ©learly perceived by comparing the Christology of TertuUian and 
Hippolytus with that of Irenaeus. 

3 See TertuUian adv. Prax. 3; Hippol. c. Noet. 11. 

< Adv. Prax. 8, 15. It is the same with Hippolytus; both have in their attacks 
on the Modalists taken Valentine, comparatively speaking, under their protection. 
This is once more a sign that the doctrine of the Church was modified Gnosticism. 
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not alius a patre ^ (different in person etc). Yet Tertullian and 
his comrades were by no means at a disadvantage in compari'* 
son with the Monarchians, They could appeal (i) to the Rule 
of Faith in which the personal distinction between the Father 
and Son was recognised ; ^ (2) to the Holy Scriptures from 
which it was, in fact, easy to reduce the arguments of the 
Monarchians ad absurdum;^ (3) to the distinction between 
Christians and Jews which consisted, of course, in the belief of 
the former in the Son ; * and lastly, and this was the most im- 
portant point, they could cite the Johannine writings, especially 
in support of the doctrine of the Logos. It was of the highest 
importance in the controversy that Christ could be shown to 
have been called the Logos in John's Gospel and the Apoca- 
lypse. * In view of the way in which the Scriptures were then 
used in the Church, these passages were fatal to Monarchianism. 
The attempts to interpret them symbolically * could not but 
fail in the end, as completely as those, e,g,, of Callistus and 
Paul of Samasota, to combine the use of the expression < 'Logos'* 
with a rejection of the apologetic conception of it based on 
Philo. Meanwhile Tertullian and Hippolytus did not, to all / \lj 
appearance, yet succeedingetting their form of doctrine approved 
in the Churches. The God of mystery of whom they taught 
was viewed as an unknown God, and their Christology did not 
correspond to th6 wants of men. The Logos was, indeed, to 
be held one in essence with God ; but yet he was, by his being 
made the organ of the creation of the world, an inferior 

1 Ch. 18, in other passages otherwise. 

2 Tertull. adv. Prax. 2. Hippol. c. Noet. I. 

3 The Monarchian dispute was conducted on both sides by the aid of proofs 
drawn from exegesis. Tertullian, besides, in Adv, Prax.^ appealed in support of the 
''economic" trinity to utterances of the Paraclete. 

"* See ad. Prax. 21: "Ceterum ludaicae fidei ista res, sic unum deum credere, ut 
filium adnumerare ei nolis, et post filium spiritum. Quid enim erit inter nos et 
illos nisi differentia ista? Quod opus evangelii, si non exinde pater et filius et 
spiritus, tres crediti, unum deum sistunt?" 

5 Uta-Tsva-Wfievy says Hippolyt. c. Noet. 17 — KOtrk tj)v '^eip^^oa-tv r&v iroa-rd^^m 
Uti @s^q ^SyoQ xTT^ ovpocvvv Kxrii^,Oev^ — see already Tatian, Orat. 5 following Joh. 1. 1 : 

6 See above, p. 63. 
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divine being, or rather at once inferior and not inferior. This 
conception, however, conflicted with tradition as embodied in 
worship, which taught men to see God Himself in Christ, quite 
as much as the attempt was opposed by doctrinal tradition, to 
derive the use of the name <* Son of God *' for Christ, not from 
His miraculous birth, but from a decree dating before the world. * 
For the rest, the older enemies of Monarchianism still maintained 
common ground with their opponents, in so far as God's evolving 
of Himself in several substances (Hypostases) was throughout 
affected by the history of the world (cosmos), and in this sense by 
the history of revelation. The difference between them and at least 
the later Monarchians was here only one of degree. The latter 
began at the incarnation (or at the theophanies of the O. T.), 
and from it dated a nominal plurality, the former made the 
** economic** self-unfolding of God originate immediately before 
the creation of the world. Here we have the cosmological inter- 
est coming once more to the front in the Church Fathers and 
displacing the historical, while it ostensibly raised the latter to 
a higher plane. 

Wherever the doctrine of the Logos planted itself in the 
third century the question, whether the divine being who appeared 
nn earth was identical with' "The" Deity, was answered in 
Jhe negative. ^ In opposition to this Gnostic "View, which was 
first to be corrected in the fourth century, the Monarchians 
maintained a very ancient and valuable position in clinging to 
the identity of the eternal Deity, with the Deity revealed on 
earth. But does not the dilemma that arises show that the 
speculation on both sides was as untenable as unevangelical ? 
Either we preserve the identity, and in that case defend the 
thesis, at once absurd and inconsistent with the Gospel, that 
Christ was the Father himself; or with the Gospel we retain 
the distinction between Father and Son, but then announce a 
subordinate God after the fashion of a Gnostic polytheism.. 
Certainly, as regards religion, a very great advance was arrived 
at, when Athanasius, by his exclusive formula of Aoyoq ofio- 

1 In the Symbolum the '^ytvviiUvToc Ik Tve^iixroq dy/ov^^ is to be understood as 
explaining t^v vfbv roO ©Mi;, 
y s See Adv. Prax, 1 6. 
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oiKTtog (consubstantial Logos), negatived both Modalism and sub- 
ordinationist Gnosticism, but the Hellenic foundation of the 
whole speculation was preserved, and for the rational observer 
a second rock of offence was merely piled upon a first. How- 
ever, under the conditions of scientific speculation at the time, the 
formula was the saving clause by which men were once for 
all turned from Adoptianism, whose doctrine of a deification of 
Jesus could not fail, undoubtedly, to awaken the most question 
able recollections, 

(b) The last stages of Modalism in the West, and the 
State of Theology. 

Our information is very defective concerning the destinies of 
Monarchianism in Rome and the West, after the close of the 
first thirty years of the third century; nor are we any better 
off" in respect to the gradual acceptance of the Logos Christ- 
ology. The excommunication of Sabellius by Callistus in Rome 
resulted at once in the Monarchians ceasing to find any follow- 
ers in the West, and in the complete withdrawal soon after- 
wards of strict and aggressive Modalism. * Callistus himself has, 
besides, ndt left to posterity an altogether clean reputation as 
regards his Christology, although he had covered himself in the 
main point by his compromise formula. ^ Hippolytus* sect had 
ceased to exist about A.D. 250; nay, it is not altogether 
improbable that he himself made his peace with the great Church 
shortly before his death. ' We can infer from Novatian's im- 
portant work ** De trinitate **, that the following tenets were recog- 

* On these grounds the doctrine of Sabellius will be described under, in the 
history of Eastern Modalism. 

2 In forged Acts of Synod of the 6th century we read (Mansi, Concil. II., 
p. 621): "qui se Callistus ita docuit Sabellianum, ut arbitrio suo sumat unam per- 
sonam esse trinitatis." The words which follow later, " in sua extoUentia separabat 
trinitatem " have without reason seemed particularly difficult to Bollinger (I.e., p. 247) 
and Langen (I.e., p. 215). Sabellianism was often blamed with dismembering 
the Monas (see Zahn, Marcell. p. 211.) 

. 3 See DoUinger, I.e., Hippolytus was under Maximinus banished along with the 
Roman Bishop Pontian to Sardinia. See the Catal. Liber, sub " Pontianus " (Lip- 
sius, Chronologic, pp. 194, 275). 
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nised in Rome about 250:* (i) Christ did not first become God. 
(2) The Father did not suffer. (3) Christ pre-existed and is true 
God and man. ^ But it was not only in Rome that these tenets 
were established, but also in many provinces. If the Roman 
Bishop Dionysius could write in a work of his own against the 
Sabellians, that ** Sabellius blasphemed, saying that the Son was 
himself Father",' then we must conclude that this doctrine 
was then held inadmissible in the West. Cyprian again has 
expressed himself as follows (Ep. 73. 4): ** Patripassiani, Valen- 
tiniani, Appelletiani, Ophitae, Marcionitae et ceterae haereticorum 
pestes'* ( — the other plagues of heretics), and we must decide 
that the strict Modalistic form of doctrine was then almost 
universally condemned in the West. Of the difficulties met with 
in the ejection of the heresy, or the means employed, we have 
no information. Nothing was changed in the traditional Creed — 
— a noteworthy and momentous difference from the oriental 
Churches 1 But we know of one case in which an important 
alteration was proposed. The Creed of the Church of Aquileia 
began, in the fourth century, with the words " I believe in God 
the Father omnipotent, invisible, and impassible*' (Credo in deo 
patre omnipotente, invisibili et impassibili\ and Rufinus, who 

1 This writing shows, on the one hand, that Adoptians and Modalists still existed 
and were dangerous in Rome, and on the other, that they were not found within 
the Roman Church. On the significance of the writing see Vol. II., p. 313 f. 

2 The Roman doctrine of Christ was then as follows: He has always been 
with the Father (sermo dei), but he first proceeded before the world from the 
substance of the Father (ex patre) for the purpose of creating the world. He was 
bom into the flesh, and thus as filius dei and dens adopted a homo \ thus he is also 
films hominis. "Filius dei" and "filius hominis" are thus to be distinguished as 
two substances (substantia divina — homo), but he is one person; for he has com- 
pletely combined, united, and fused the two substances in himself. At the end 
of things, when he shall have subjected all to himself, he will subject himself 
again to the P'ather, and will retiurn to and be merged in him. Of the Holy Spirit 
it is also true, that he is a person (Paraclete), and that he proceeds from the substance 
of the Father; but he receives from the Son his power and sphere of work, he 
is therefore less than the Son, as the latter is less than the Father. But all three 
persons are combined as indwellers in the same substance, and united by love and 
harmony. Thus there is only one God, from whom the two other persons proceed. 

* S«j3«AA/oc j3Aflw^if/t4g7, uhrh Th vth slvxi A^ywv rh '^eirspx. See Routh, 
Reliq. S. III., p. 373. 
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has preserved it for us, tells ^ that the addition was made, at 
any rate as early as the third century, in order to exclude the 
Patripassians. 

But the exclusion of the strict Modalists involved neither their 
immediate end, nor the wholesale adoption of the teaching of 
Tertullian and Hippolytus, of the philosophical doctrine of the 
Logos. As regards the latter, the recognition of the name of 
Logos for Christ, side by side with other titles, did not at once 
involve the reception of the Logos doctrine, and the very fact, 
that no change was made in the Creed, shows how reluctant 
men were to give more than a necessary minimum of space to 
philosophical speculations. They were content with the formula, 
extracted from the Creed, <*Jesus Christus, deus et homo.*', and 
with the combination of the Biblical predicates applied to Christ, 
predicates which also governed their conception of the Logos, 
In this respect the second Book of the Testimonies of Cyprian 
is of great importance. In the first six chapters the divinity of 
Christ is discussed, in terms of Holy Scripture, under the follow- 
ing headings, (i) Christum primogenitum esse et ipsum esse 
sapientiam dei, per quem omnia facta sunt; (2) quod sapientia 
dei Christus; (3) quod Christus idem sit et sermo dei; (4) quod 
Christus idem manus et brachium dei; (5) quod idem angelus 
et deus; (6) quod deus Christus. Then follows, after some 
sections on the appearing of Christ: (10) quod et homo et deus 
Christus. The later Nicene and Chalcedonian doctrine was the 
property of the Western Church from the third century, not in p 
the form of a philosophically technical speculation, but in that 
of a categorical Creed-like expression of faith — see Novatian's 
** De trinitate", in which the doctrine of the Logos falls into the 
background. Accordingly the statement of Socrates (H. E. III. 7) 

I Expos. Symboli Apost. ch. 19. The changes which can be shown to have 
been made on the first article of the Creed elsewhere in the West — see especially 
the African additions — belong probably at the earliest to the fourth century. Should 
they be older, however, they are all, it would seem, to be understood anti- 
gnostically; in other words, they contain nothing but explanations and comfirmatory 
additions. It is in itself incredible and incapable of proof that the Roman and 
after it the Western Churches should, at the beginning of the third century, have 
deleted, as Zahn holds, a livx which originally stood in the first article of the 
Creed, in order to confute the Monarchians. 
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is not incredible, that the Western Churchman Hosius had al- 
ready declared the distinction between ov(rlx and vTroa-rxa-tg (sub- 
stantia and persona) before the Council of Nicsea. * The West 
'welcomed in the fourth century all statements which contained 
, the complete divinity of Christ, without troubling itself much 
about arguments and proofs, and the controversy between the 
two Dionysii in the middle of the third century (see under), 
proves that a declared interest was kept up in the complete 
divinity of Christ, as an inheritance from the Monarchian period 
in Rome. ^ Nay, a latent Monarchian element really continued 
to exist in the Western Church; this we can still study in the 
poems of Commodian. ^ Commodian, again, was not yet acquainted 
with speculations regarding the ** complete" humanity of Jesus; 
he is satisfied with the flesh of Christ being represented as a 
sheath, (V. 224, **And suffers, as he willed, in our likeness**;* 
on the other hand, V. 280, **now the flesh was God, in 
which the virtue of God acted.**)* But these are only symptoms 

1 See Vol. IV. 

2 We, unfortunately, do not know on what grounds the Roman Bishop approved 
of the excommunication of Origen, or whether Origen's doctrine of subordination 
was regarded in Rome as heretical. 

3 Here follow in the original illustrations which we relegate to this footnote. 
Compare Instruct. II. i (Heading) : " De populo absconso sancto omnipotentis Christi 
dei vivi;" 11. i, p. 28. 22, ed. Ludwig) : "omnipotens Christus descendit ad suos 
electos ; " II. 23, p. 43, 11 sq. : "Unde deus clamat: Stulte, hac nocte vocaris." 
IL 39. I, p. 52. Carmen apolog. 91 sq. : "Est deus omnipotens, unus, a semetipso 
creatus, quem infra reperies magnum et humilem ipsum. Is erat in verbo positus, 
sibi solo notatusj Qui pater et filius dicitur et spiritus sanctus;" 276: "Hie pater 
in filio venitj deus unus ubique." (See also the following verses according to the 
edition of Dombart) : 285 : " hie erat Omnipotens j " " 334 : " (ligno) deus pependit 
dominus ; " 353 : " deum talia passum, Ut enuntietur crucifixus conditor orbis ; " 
359 sq. : "Idcirco nee voluit se manifestare, quid esset, Sed filium dixit semissum 
fuisse a patre;" 398: "Prsedictus est deus camaliter nasci pro nobis ; " 455: "quis 
deus est ille, quem nos crucifiximus ; " 610 : " ipsa spes tota, deo credere, qui ligno 
pependit; " 612 : " Quod filius dixit ^ cum sit deus pristinus ipse;'''' 625 : "hie erat 
venturus, commixtus sanguine nostro, ut videretur homo, sed deus in came latebat . . . 
dominus ipse veniet." 630, 764 : " Unus est in caelo deus dei, terrse marisque, Quem 
Moyses docuit ligno pependisse pro nobis ; " etc. etc. Commodian is usually 
assigned to the second half of the third century, but doubts have recently been 
expressed as to this date. Jacobi, Commodian u. d. alt Kirchlich. Trinitatslehre, 
in der deutschen Ztschr. f. Christi. Wissensch., 1853, p, 203 ff. 

* Et patitur, quomodo voluit sub imagine nostra. 

* lam caro deus erat, in qua dei virtus agebat. 
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of a Christian standpoint which was fundamentally different from 
that of oriental theologians, and which Commodian was by no 
means the only one to occupy. He, Lactantius, and Amobius * 
are very different from each other. Commodian was a practical 
Churchman; Arnobius was an empiricist and in some form also 
a sceptic and decided opponent of Platonism ; ^ while Lactantius 
was a disciple of Cicero and well acquainted besides with the 
speculations of Greek Christian theology. But they are all three 
closely connected in the contrast they present to the Greek 
theologians of the school of Origen; there is nothing mystical 
about them^ they are not Neoplatonists. Lactantius has, indeed, 
expounded the doctrine of Christ, the incarnate Logos, as well 
as any Greek; as a professional teacher it was all known and 
familiar to him ; ' but as he nowhere encounters any problems 
in his Christology, as he discusses doctrines with very few 
theological or philosophical formulas, almost in a light tone, as 
if they were mere matters of course, we see that he had no 
interest of his own in them. He was rather interested in exactly 
the same questions as Arnobius and Commodian, who again 
showed no anxiety to go beyond the simplest Christological for- 
mulas—that Christ was God, that he had, however, also assumed 
flesh, or united himself with a man, since otherwise we could 
not have borne the deity: **And God was man, that he 
might possess us in the future" (Et fuit homo deus, ut nos in 
futuro haberet). * ^ The Christianity and theology which these 

1 See Francke's fine discussioiij Die Psychologic und Erkentnisslehre des Amo- 
bius (Leipzig, 1878). 

2 We recall the Theodotians of Rome. 

3 See Instit. IV. 6 — 30. The doctrine of the Logos is naturally worked out in 
a subordinationist sense. Besides this, many other things occur which must have 
seemed very questionable to the Latin Fathers 60 years afterwards : " Utinam," says 
Jerome, "tam nostra confirmare potuisset quam facile aliena destruxit." 

* Commod., Carmen apolog. 761. 

* See the Christological expositions, in part extremely questionable, of Amo- 
bius I. 39, 42, 53, 60, 62, and elsewhere. A. demands that complete divinity should 
be predicated of Christ on account of the divine teaching of Christ (IL 60). In 
his own theology many other antique features crop up ; he even defends the view 
that the supreme God need not be conceived as creator of this world and of men 
(see the remarkable chap. 46 of the second book, which recalls Marcion and Celsus). 
Many Church doctrines Amobius cannot understand, and he admits them to be 
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Latins energetically supported against polytheism, were summed 
up in Monotheism, a powerfully elaborated morality, the hope 
of the Resurrection which was secured by the work of the God 
Christ who had crushed the demons, and in unadulterated Chili- 
asm. * Monotheism — in the sense of Cicero's " De natura deo- 
rum " — Moralism, and Chiliasm : these are the clearly perceived 
and firmly held points, and not only for Apologetic purposes, 
but also, as is proved especially by the second book of Commo- 
dian's **Instructiones'*, in independent and positive expositions. 
These Instructions are, along with the Carmen Apobg., of the 
highest importance for our estimate of Western Christianity in 
the period A.D. 250 — 315. We discover here, 100 years after 
the Gnostic fight, a Christianity that was affected, neither by 
the theology of the anti-gnostic Church Fathers, nor specially 
by that of the Alexandrians, one which the dogmatic contentions 
and conquests of the years 150 — 250 have passed over, hardly 
leaving a trace. Almost all that is required to explain it by the 
historian who starts with the period of Justin is to be found in 
the slightly altered conditions of the Roman world of culture, 
and in the development of the Church system as a practical 
V^power, a political and social quantity. ' Even in the use of 
Scripture this Christianity of the West reveals its conservatism. 
The Books of the O. T. and the Apocalypse are those still 
most in vogue. ' Commodian does not stand alone, nor are the 
features to be observed in his **Instructiones*' accidental. And 



puzzles whose solution is known to God alone (see e.g.^ B. II. 74). Even in the 
doctrine of the soul, which to him is mortal and only has its life prolonged by 
receiving the doctrine brought by Christ, there is a curious mixture of antique 
empiricism and Christianity. If we measure him by the theology of the fourth century, 
Arnobius is heterodox on almost every page. 

' See the Carmen apolog. with its detailed discussions of the final Drama, Anti- 
christ (Nero) etc.; Lactant IV. 12, VII. 21 sq. ; Victorinus, Comm. on Revelation. 

2 We can notice throughout in Commodian the influence of the institution of 
penance, that measuring-tape of the extent to which Church and World are 
entwined. 

8 The oldest commentary preserved, in part, to us is that of Victorinus of Pettan 
on the Apocalypse. 
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we are not limited to the Apologists Arnobius and Lactantius 
for purposes of comparison. We learn much the same thing 
as to African Christianity from the works of Cyprian, or, even 
from the theological attitude of the Bishop himself, as we infer 
from Commodian's poems. And, on the other hand, Latiiil 
Church Fathers of the fourth century, e.g-., Zeno and Hilary, 
show in their writings that we must not look for the theo- 
logical interests of the West in the same quarter as those of 
the East. In fact the West did not, strictly speakings possessj 
a specifically Church '' theology '* at all. * It was only from the] 
second half of the fourth century that the West was invaded 
by the Platonic theology which Hippolytus, TertuUian, and 
Novatian had cultivated, to all appearance without any thorough, 
success. Some of its results were accepted, but the theolog^ 
itself was not. Nor, in some ways, was it later on, when the 
Western structure of Monotheism, energetic practical morality, 
and conservative Chiliasm fell a prey to destruction. The mys- 
tical tendencies, or the perceptions that led to them, were them- 
selves awanting. Yet there is no mistake, on the other hand, 
as we are taught by the Institutiones of Lactantius as well as 
the Tractates of Cyprian, that the rejection of Modalism and 
the recognition of Christ as the Logos forced upon the West 
the necessity of rising from faith to a philosophical and, in fact, 
a distinctively Neoplatonic dogmatic. It was simply a question 
of time when this departure should take place. The recognition 
of the Logos could not fail ultimately to produce everywhere 
a ferment which transformed the Rule of Faith into the com- 
pendium of a scientific religion. It is hardly possible to con- 
jecture how long and where Monarchians maintained their ground 
as independent sects in the West. It is yet most probable that 
there were Patripassians in Rome in the fourth century. The 
Western Fathers and opponents of heretics from the middle of 
the fourth century speak not infrequently of Monarchians — 
Sabellians ; but they, as a rule, have simply copied Greek sources, 

1 The work of Arnobius is, in this respect, very instructive. This theologian 
did not incline as a theologian to Neoplatonism, at a time when, in the East, the 
Use of any other philosophy in Christian dogmatics was ipso facto forbidden as 
heretical. 
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from which they have transferred the confusion that prevailed 
among the Greek representatives of Sabellianism, and to a 
still greater extent, we must admit, among the historians who 
were hostile to it. * 

1 Epiphanius (H. 62. i) tells us that there were Sabellians in Rome in his time. 
Since he was acquainted with no other province or community in the West we may 
perhaps believe him. This information seems to be confirmed by a discovery made 
in A.D. 1 742 by Marangoni. " He found at the Marancia gate on the road leading 
to S. Paolo a stair closed in his time which, as the discoverer believed, led to a 
cubiculum of S. Callisto, and in which were painted Constantine's monogram in 
very large letters, and, secondly, Christ sitting on a globe, between Peter and Paul. 
On the cover, in a mosaic of green stones, stood the inscription " Qui et filius 
diceris et pater inveniris" (Kraus, Rom. sott. 2 Aufl., p. 550). De Rossi, Kraus, 
and Schultze (Katakomben, p. 34) suppose that we have here the discovery of a 
burial place of Modalistic Monarchians, and that, as the monogram proves, of the 
fourth century. The sepulchre has again disappeared, and we have to depend 
entirely on Marangoni's account, which contains no facsimile. It is not probable 
that a Sabellian burial-place lay in immediate proximity to Domitilla's catacomb in 
the fourth century, or that the grave-yard of any sect was preserved. If we can 
come to any decision at all, in view of the uncertainty of the whole information, 
it seems more credible that the inscription belongs to the third century, and that 
the monogram was added to deprive it of its heretical character. 

Whether Ambrosius and Ambrosiaster refer in the following quotations to 
Roman or say Western Monarchians living in their time is at least questionable. 
(Ambrosius, de fide V. 13. 162, Ed. Bened. II. p. 579 " Sabelliani et Marcionitse 
dicunt, quod haec futura sit Christi ad deum patrem subjectio, ut in patrem filius 
refundatur"; Ambrosiaster in Ep. ad Cor. II. 2, Ed. Bened. App. II., p. 117, 
"quia ipsum patrem sibi filium appellatum dicebant, ex quibus Marcion traxit 
errorem "). 

Optatus (I. 9) relates that in the African provinces not only the errors, but 
even the names, of Praxeas and Sabellius had passed away ; in I. 10, IV. 5, V. i 
he discusses the Patripassians briefly, but without giving anything new. Nor can 
we infer from Hilary (de trinitate VII. 39; ad Constant. II. 9) that there were 
still Monarchians in his time in the West. Augustine says (Ep. 118 c. II. [12] 
ed. Bened. II., p. 498) dissensiones quaestionesque Sabellianorum silentur." Second- 
hand information regarding them is to be found in Augustine, Tract, in Joh. 
(passim) and Haer. 41. (The remarks here on the relation of Sabellius to Noetus 
are interesting. Augustine cannot see why orientals count Sabellianism a separate 
heresy from Monarchianism). 

Again we have similar notices in Aug. Praedest. H. 41 — in H. 70 Priscillians 
and Sabellians are classed together; as already in Leo I — , in Isidor, H. 43, 
Gennadius, Eccl. Dogm. I. 4 (" Pentapolitaoa haeresis") Pseudo-hieron. H. 26 
("Unionita" etc., etc. In the Consult Zacch. et AppoUon. 1. II. 1 1 sq. (Gallandi 
T. IX., p. 231 sq) — a book written about 430 — a distinction is made between the 
Patripassians and Sabellians. The former are correctly described, the latter 
confounded with the Macedonians. Vigilius Dial. adv. Arian. (Bibl. Lugd. T. VIII.). 
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(c) The Modalistic Monarchians in the East: Sabellianism 

and the History of Philosophical Christology and 

Theology after Origen. * 

After the close of the third century the name of *' Sabel- 
lians** became the common title of Modalistic Monarchians in the 
East. In the West also the term was used here and there, in the same 
way, in the fourth and fifth centuries. In consequence of this the 
traditional account of the doctrines taught by Sabellius and his 
immediate disciples is very confused. Zahn has the credit of 
having shown that the propositions, especially, which were first 
published by Marcellus of Ancyra, were characterised by oppo- 
nents as Sabellian because Monarchian, and in later times they 
have been imputed to the older theologian. But not only does 
the work of Marcellus pass under the name of Sabellius up to 
the present day, Monarchianism undoubtedly assumed very dif- 
ferent forms in the East in the period between Hippolytus 
and Athanasius. It was steeped in philosophical speculation. 
Doctrines based on kenosis and transformation were developed. 

* S. Schleiermacher in the Theol. Zeitschr. 1822, part 3; Lange in the Zeitschr. 
f. d. histor. Theol. 1832, II. 2. S. 17—46; Zahn, Marcell. 1867. Quellen : Orig., 
'Kipi upX' !• 2; in Joh. I. 23, II. 2. 3, X. 21 ; in ep. ad Titum fragm. II; in 
Mt. XVI. 8, XVII. 14; c. Cels. VIII. 12, etc. For Sabellius, PhUosoph. IX. is, in 
spite of its meagreness, of fundamental importance. Hippolytus introduces him in 
a way that shows plainly he was sufficiently well known at the time in the Roman 
Church not to need any more precise characterisation (see Caspari, Quellen III., 
p. 327). Epiphanius (H. 62) has borrowed from good sources. If we still possessed 
them, the letters of Dionysius of Alex, would have been our most important original 
authorities on S. and his Libyan party. But we have only fragments, partly in 
Athanasius (de sententia Dionysii), partly in later writers— the collection in Routh 
is not complete, Reliq. S. III., pp. 371 — 403. All that Athanasius imparts, though 
fragmentary, is indispensable (espec. in the writings De synod.; de decret. synod. 
Nic. and c. Arian. IV. This discourse has from its careless use led to a mis- 
representation of Sabellian teaching ; yet see Retlberg, Marcell. Prgef. ; Kuhn, Kath. 
Dogmatik II. S. 344; Zahn, Marcell. S. 198 f.). A few important notices in Nova- 
tian, de trinit. 12 sq. ; Method., Conviv. VIII. 10; Arius in ep. ad. Alex. Alexan- 
driae (Epiph., H. 69. 7) ; Alexander of Alex, (in Theodoret , H. E. I. 3) ; Eusebius, 
c. Marcell. and Praepar. evang. ; Basilius, ep. 207, 210, 214, 235 ; Gregory of Nyssa, 
/.SyoQ xeerae ^Apstov Koet Zei^6?^?iiov (Mai. V. P. Nova Coll. VIII. 2, p. I sq.)— tobe 
used cautiously — ; Pseudo-Gregor (AppoUinaris) in Mai, I.e. VII. i., p. 170 sq. ; 
Theodoret. H. F. H. 9; Anonymus, irpo^ rovi S«/3«AA/?'ovt«c (Athanas. 0pp. ed. 
Montfaucon II., p. 37 sq.); Joh. Damascenus; Nicephorus Call., H. E. VI. 25. For 
Monarchianism we have a few passages in Gregorius Thaumaturg. The theologians 
after Origen and before Arius will be cited under, 

6 
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And the whole was provided by the historians with the same 
label. At the same time these writers went on drawing in- 
ferences, until they have described forms of doctrine which, 
in this connection, in all probability never existed at all. Accord- 
ingly, even after the most careful examination and sifting of the 
information handed down, it is now unfortunately impossible to 
f write a history of Monarchianism from Sabellius to Marcellus ; for 
the accounts are not only confused, but fragmentary and curt. 
. It is quite as impossible to give a connected history of the 
I Logos Christology from Origen to Arius and Athanasius, although 
! the tradition is in this case somewhat fuller. But the orthodox 
of the fourth and fifth centuries found little to please them in the 
Logos doctrine of those earlier disciples of Origen, and conse- 
quently they transmitted a very insignificant part of their writings 
to posterity. This much is certain, however, that in the East 
the fight against Monarchianism in the second half of the third 
centurj*^ was a violent one, and that even the development of 
the Logos Christology (of Origen) was directly and lastingly 
influenced by this opposition. ^ The circumstance, that " Sabel- 

* Emendations both to support and to refute Sabellianism were proposed in the 
valued works of the past; the N. T., as well as other writings belonging to primitive 
Christian literature, being tampered with. Compare Lightfoot's excursus on I. Clem. II., 
where Cod. A reads roO &eoO while C and S have roV Xpta-roU^ the latter an 
emendation opposed to Monarchianism or Monophysitism (St. Clement of Rome, 
Appendix, p. 400 sq.). The old formulas t3 a7/z«, rk xadijiiaru roV &eov and 
others came into disrepute after the third century. Athanasius himself disapproved 
of them (c. ApoU. II. 13. 14, I., p. 758), and in the Monophysite controversy they 
were thoroughly distrusted. Thus in Ignatius (ad, Eph. I.) Iv aVfixrt &ioV and 
(ad. Rom. VI.) rov T^dov^ roH &6ov fiov were corrected. On the other hand 
(II. Clem. IX.) the title of 7rvsCjt*« for Christ was changed into A^yo?. In the N. T. 
there are not a few passages where the various readings show a Monarchian or 
anti-Monarchian, a monophysite or dyophysite leaning. The most important have 
been discussed by Ezra Abbot in several essays in the " Bibliotheca Sacra " and the 
" Unitarian Review ". But we can trace certain various readings due to a Christolog- 
ical bias as far back as the second century: thus especially the famous 6 [zcvoyivyig 
vioQ for fiovoyevtjQ QsS^ John I. 18; on this see Hort., Two Dissertations I., on 
MONOFENHS 0EOS in Scripture and Tradition, 1 878; Abbot in the Unitarian 
Review, June 1875. Since the majority of the important various readings in the 
N. T. belong to the second and third century, a connected examination of them 
would be very important from the standpoint of the history of dogma. For dogmatic 
changes in the western texts, the remarkable passage in Ambrosiaster on Rom. V. 14 
falls especially to be noticed. 
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lianism *' was almost the only name by which Monarchianism 
was known in the East, points, for the rest, to schisms having 
resulted only from, or, at any rate, after the appearance and 
labours of Sabellius in the East, therefore at the earliest since 
about 230 — 240. So long as Origen lived in Alexandria no 
schism took place in Egypt over the Christological question. * 
Sabellius, perhaps by birth a Lybian from Pentapolis, ^ seems 
after his excommunication to have remained at the head of a 
small community in Rome. He was still there, to all appearance, 
when Hippolytus wrote the Philosophumena. Nor do we know 
of his ever having left the city, — we are nowhere told that he 
did. Yet he must have, at least, set an important movement 
at work abroad from Rome as his centre, and have especially 
fostered relations with the East. When, in Pentapolis, about 
A.D. 260, and several years after the death of Origen, the 
Monarchian doctrine took hold of the Churches there (Dionys., I.e.) 
— Churches which, it is significant, were to some extent Latin 
in their culture — Sabellius can hardly have been alive, yet it was 
under his name that the heresy was promoted.' But it would 
seem as if this prominence was given to him for the first time 
about A.D. 260. Origen at least had not, so far as I know, men- 
tioned the name of Sabellius in his discussions of Monarchianism. 
These date from as early as A.D. 215. At the time, Origen was 
in Rome, Zephyrine being still Bishop. From the relations which he 
then entered into with Hippolytus, it has been rightly concluded 
that he did not hold aloof from the contentions in Rome, and 
took the side of Hippolytus. This attitude of Origen's may not 
have been without influence on his condemnation afterwards in 
Rome by Pontian, 231 or 232. Origen*s writings, moreover, 
contain many sharp censures on Bishops who, in order to glorify 
God, made the distinction between Father and Son merely 1 

^ See Dionys. Alex, in Euseb. VII. 6, Dionysius speaks as if the appearance 
of Sabellian doctrine in his time in the Pentapolis were something new and 
unheard of. 

2 This information, however, first appears in Basil, then in Philaster, Theodoret, 
and Nicephorus; possibly, therefore, it is due to the fact that Sabellius' teaching 
met with great success in Libya and Pentapolis. 

5 Athanas. de sententia Dionysii 5. 
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nominal. And this again seems to have been said not without 
reference to the state of matters in Rome. The theology of 
Origen made him an especially energetic opponent of the Modal- 
istic form of doctrine; for although the new principles set up 
by him — that the Logos, looking to the content of his nature, 
possessed the complete deity, and that he from eternity was 
created from the being of the Father — approached apparently 
a Monarchian mode of thought, yet they in fact repelled it more 
energetically then Tertullian and Hippolytus could possibly have 
done. He who followed the philosophical theology of Origen 
was proof against all Monarchianism. But it is important to 
notice that in all places where Origen comes to speak about 
Monarchians, he merely seems to know their doctrines in an 
extremely simple form, and without any speculative embroid- 
ery. They are always people who ** deny that Father and Son are 

)( two Hypostases" (they say: sv ov fjiovov oifo-l^, ccKXx xcc) vtto- 
y,£i[ievcfi)j who "fuse together** Father and Son [^vyx^^^^]* who 
admit distinctions in God only in ** conception '* and "name**, 
and not in "number**, etc. Origen considers them therefore to 
be untheological creatures, mere " believers **. Accordingly, he 
did not know the doctrine of Sabellius, and living in Syria and 
Palestine had even had no opportunity of learning it. 

That doctrine was undoubtedly closely allied, as Epiphanius 

y has rightly seen (H. 62. i), to the teaching of Noetus; it was 
distinguished from the latter, however, both by a more careful 
theological elaboration, and by the place given to the Holy 
Ghost.* The opinion of Nitzsch and others, that we must dis- 
tinguish between two stages in the theology of Sabellius, is un- 
necessary, whenever we eliminate the unreliable sources. The 
central proposition of Sabellius ran that Father, Son, and Holy 

^ Spirit were the same. Three names accordingly were attached to 
one and the same being. It was his interest in monotheism that 
influenced Sabellius. "What shall we say,** urge his followers 

1 This appears also from our oldest witness, the letter of Dionysius, Eusebius 
H. E. VII. 6: Tep) roV vVv Ktvr^Uvro^ h r^ Uro^efiui^t rvi^'nsvrceJF6?ieoa^^6yiioiroiy 

Koit roV Kvptov vifi&v ^Itja-oV Xpta-roVy x^ta-r/aiv re toAAjjv '^%ovtoc vspt roV fzovoyg- 
voVq TTott^oQ uvroU k»i TrpoarordKov ir^a-tfQ Kriasw^t foO hvav^pu^rifa'avTog /^Syov, xvata-- 
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in Epiphanius (ch. 2), **have we one God or three Gods?** (r/ 
acv slTTcof/^ev, hx Seov I %o/*£i/, j5 rpsTg 0f oy^ ;) ; and Epiphanius (ch. 3) 
replies: **we do not propound polytheism** [ov TroXvk'ixv shyiyov- 
f/^eix). Whether Sabellius himself used the comparison between 
the threefold nature of man and the sun remains a question 
(one nature, three energies : to Cpurta-Tiscov light giving, to SxXttov 
heat giving, to (TX^f^oi> the form). * The one being was also 
called by Sabellius vloTXTup, ^ an expression which was certainly 
chosen to remove any misunderstanding, to make it impossible 
to suppose that two beings were in question. This viottxtcop 
(son-father) was in Sabellius the ultimate designation for God 
Himself, and not, say, merely for certain manifestations of a 
f4,ovclcg (unit) resting in the background. Sabellius, however, 
taught — according to Epiphanius and Athanasius — that God was 
not at the same time Father and Son ; but that he had, rather, 
put forth his activity in three successive ^* energies*'; first, in 
the Prosopon (= form of manifestation, figure ; not = Hypostasis) 
of the Father as Creator and Lawgiver; secondly, in the 
Prosopon of the Son as Redeemer, beginning with the incarna- 
tion and ending at the ascension ; finally, and up till the present 
hour, in the Prosopon of the Spirit as giver and sustainer of 
life.' We do not know whether Sabellius was able strictly to 
carry out the idea of the strict succession of the Prosopa, so 
that the one should form the boundary of the other. It is 

1 Epiph., 1. c: AoyixxTt^si yicp oSto^ Koci ol xtt* xhrov Ha^iA/^totvoi rov ocvrdv 
sJvatt Tocripett t^v ocvrbv t//<^v, rov ael/rhv slvxt Hytov Tvevfiocr cS$ stvou. h fit& vToa-r^a-ei 
^pet^ dvofzota-tOK;, If <wc Iv Mpof^cfi a-SjfJtot xai 4/t/%jf Kui TvsVfioi, Koti stveu fih rl 
a-&fix WQ elTFslv rov TTxripot^ 4't'AJ^i' ^^ «wc elTrgtv rlv vt6v^ rh ^vgOfzot $1 uq civ&pcovov, 
oVrw^ KXt rd ^ytov TTvsvfjLx hv r^ hdniri. '^H d)^ l^v ^ hv ^?i>t<fi '6vrt [zlv ev fiiSi 
vTTOo'r^a-et, rpelQ $^ '/;^ovt/ rxg gvspystXQ x.t.A. Method. Conviv. VIII. lo(ed.Jahn, 
p. 37): E«/3£AA/oc Agyg/ rov TTxvroKpoiropx TrsfrovUvxt, 

2 Athanas., de synod. 16; Hilar., de trin. IV, 12. 

' Epiph. H. 62, c. I : Tleix^Uvrx rov vlh Kxiptfi Troriy taa-vep xnrtvx kx) ipyx- 
a-^fzivov rk TF^vrx ev rip xda-fia r^ ri^Q olxovofiix^ riiq svxyyg^^tKiiQ xxi ^uniptXQ 
r&v xvdpuTTcoVt xvx?iVi^Hvrx ^l xZ&f^ stQ ovpxvdv^ &^ vtto tfA/ot; VifjL^Qg7o-av xxrlvx^ 
KXt TT^^iv etQ rhv ij^tov ivx^pxizoCa-xVy Tb 6^ Uyiov TrvgCfzx 7rgfjL9rga-$xi gi^ rbv xSa-fzov, 
Kxi Kxh%vii Kxi Kx6* %KX(rrx gtQ %KX(rrov r&v Kxrx%tovfJLgvu)v x.t.A. C. 3 Epiphanius 
says: Ohx ^ vIoq ixvrbv gygwijo-gv^ ov$i 6 Trxryjp (igrx^i^y^^rxt xirb roV **iTxrijp^* 
roC ghat "wV$" x.r.A. . , . Txrvip Ste) ^arifpt kx) ovk 5v xatpbi Hrg ovk ^v yrxrijp 
TTxri^p. 
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possible, indeed it is not improbable, that he could not fail to 
recognise in nature a continuous energy of God as Father. * It 
is self-evident that the Sabellians would approve of the Catholic 
Canon; that they did, is confirmed by Epiphanius. They are 
said to have appealed especially to passages like Deut. VI. 4, 
Exod. XX. 3, Isa. XLIV. 6 and John X. 38. ^ But Epiphanius 
remarks besides that the Sabellians derived their whole heresy 
and its strength from certain Apocrypha, especially the so-called 
Gospel of the Egyptians.' This note is instructive; for it not 
only recalls to our recollection a lost literature of the second 
century, especially the Gospel of the Egyptians, * but it also 
shows that the use of an uncanonical Gospel had long continued 
among Catholics in the Pentapolis, or at any rate in Egypt.* 
Finally, it confirms the view that the Christology of Sabellius 
cannot have been essentially different from the older, the so- 
called Patripassian doctrine. It is distinguished from the latter 
neither by the assumption of a transcendental Monas resting 
behind the Prosopa, nor by the introduction of the category of 
the Logos — ^which was made use of by Callistus, but not by 
Sabellius ; nor by a speculative theory, borrowed from the Stoa, 
of the Deity, self-contained, and again unfolding itself; nor, 
finally, by a doctrine of the Trinity constructed in any fashion 
or by the expression moTrxTup^ which, as used by Sabellius, simply 
affirmed the single personality of God. As to the doctrine of 
the Trinity, a triad was distinctly out of the question in Sabel- 
lius. The only noteworthy and real differences are found in 
these three points ; first, in the attempt to demonstrate the suc- 
cession of the Prosopa; secondly, as observed above, in the 

1 See Zahn, Marcell., p. 213. 

2 Epiph., 1. c., c. 2. 

' L. c: T^v hi ttS^ocv othr&v tA^vi/v KOii rviv rijQ TA^vif^ oevrSiv hvyxfiiv*4xo^^^^ 
15 ^ATTOKpu^uv riv&Vt /jL^Xts-ret xtto rov xoc^oviisvov AlyvTrrkv etfxyysX/ov, ^ rivg^ 
rd 'SvofjLX sTreQgvTO roCro. '£v otvr^ y^p ToXXk rotxCrot &q Iv Txpx^vo'rta fivvryi' 
ptwh^Q ex frpoffUTTOv roO a-uriipoq xvot^epsrotty ^q xttroG $ii?\>oGvroQ toIq iix^vitouq rov 
ctvrbv ttvxt TTxripx, rov oturbv itvou vi6v^ rbv xbrbv ttvatt Hyiov 'rvgCi^a. 

* In the 2nd Ep. of Clement where it is frequently used, though this is disputed 
by some, Modalistic formulas occur. 

* Clemens Alex, knew it; see Hilgenfeld, Nov. Testam. extra can. recept., 2 ed., 
fasc. 4, p. 42 sq. 
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reference to the Holy Spirit; thirdly, in formally placing the 
Father on a parallel line with the two other Prosopa. The 
attempt mentioned above may be regarded as a return to the 
strict form of Modalism, which it was possible to hold was im- 
pugned by formulas like the compassus est pater filio (the Father 
suffered in sympathy with the Son). In the reference to the 
Holy Spirit, Sabellius simply followed the new theology, which 
was beginning to take the Spirit more thoroughly into account. 
Most important is the third point mentioned. For in ranging 
the Prosopon and energy of the Father in a series with the 
two others, not only was cosmology introduced into the Modal- 
istic doctrine as a parallel to soteriology, but the preeminence 
of the Father over the other Prosopa was departed from in 
principle, and thus, in a curious fashion, the way was prepared 
for the Athanasian, and still more for the Western and August- 
inian Christology. Here, undoubtedly, we have the decisive 
advance marked by Sabellianism within Monarchianism. It led 
up to the exclusive hiiooxi^m (consubstantial) ; for it is probable 
that Sabellians employed this expression.* They could apply it 
with perfect right. Further, while up to this time no evident 
bond had connected cosmology and soteriology within Modalistic 
theology, Sabellius now made the histories of the world and 
salvation into a history of the God who revealed himself in 
them. In other words, this Monarchianism became commensurate 
in form with that theology which employed the conception of 
the Logos, and this fact may have constituted by no means the least 
part of the attractiveness which Sabellianism proved itself to 
possess in no small degree up to the beginning of the fourth 
century and even later. ^ However, it is not to be concealed 
that the teaching of Sabellius relative to the Prosopon of the 
Father is particularly obscure. The sentence attributed to him 
by Athanasius, ^ " as there are diversities of spiritual gifts, but 

1 See above, p. 45. 

3 There were still Sabellians in Neo-Caesarea in the time of Basilius ; Epiphanius 
knows of them only in Mesopotamia (H. 62 c. i). The author of the Acta Arche- 
lai (c. 37) also became acquainted with them there; he treats them like Valentinians, 
Marcionites, and followers of Tatian as heretics. 

3 Orat c. Arian IV. 25 : iio'T^p hxipsT^et^ ;ig«p/fl'f*4T«v «/«•/, t3 $i xM TFvtHiAx^ 
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88 HISTORY OF DOGMA [Chap. i. 

the same spirit, so also the Father is the same, but unfolds 
himself in Son and Spirit" — seems at the first glance to con- 
tradict the details given above. Yet the different gifts are 
certainly the Spirit himself, which so unfolds himself in them 
that he does not remain an element behind them, but is complete- 
ly merged in them. In the same way the Father unfolds him- 
self in the Prosopa. The witnesses to the succession of the 
Prosopa in Sabellius are too strong to allow us to infer from this 
passage that the Father still remained Father after the unfolding 
(7r^xTv<Tf4.og) in the Son. But this passage shows that philosoph- 
ical speculations could readily attach themselves to the simple 
theory of Sabellius. Marcellus rejected his doctrine which he 
knew accurately. What he missed in it was the recognition of 
the Logos ; therefore the idea of God had also not been correctly 
apprehended by him. ^ But the form given to Monarchianism 
by Marcellus ' won few friends for that type of doctrine. Alex- 
andrian theologians, or Western scholars who came to their 
assistance, had already perfected the combination of Origen's 
doctrine of the Logos with the Monarchian *Ofioov(Tio<; ; in other 
words, they had turned the category used by Origen against 
the ^iyog xrlfrfix conception (the Logos-created) of Origen him- 
self. The saving forqiula, " the Logos of the same substance, 
not made " {Xoyog ofjLoov(noi; ov Troiviisig), was already uttered, and, 
suspiciously like Monarchianism as it sounded at first, became 
for that very reason the means of making Monarchianism super- 
fluous in the Church, and of putting an end to it. ' 

But that only happened after great fights. One of these 
jye know, the controversy of the two Dionysii, a prelude to 
the Arian conflict.* In the Pentapolis the Sabellian doctrine 
had, soon after the death of Origen, won a great following even 

1 Euseb. c. Marcell.j p. 76 sq. 

2 See on this Volume IV. 

3 Sabellius seems to have been held a heretic all over the West about A.D. 300; 
see the Acta Archelai, Methodius etc. 

4 Hagemann, I.e., p. 411 fF. ; Dittrich, Dion. d. Gr. 1867; Forster, intheZtschr. 
f. d. hist. Theol., 1871, p. 42 fF. ; Routh, Reliq. S. III., pp. 373—403. The mam 
^source is Athanasius de sentent, Dionysii, a defence of the Bishop, due to the appeal 

of the Arians to him; see also Basilius de spiritu, p. 29; Athan. de synod. 43 — 45. 
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among the Bishops, '*so that the Son of God was no longer 
preached.*' Dionysius of Alexandria, therefore, composed various 
letters in which he tried to recall those who had been misled, 
and to refute Sabellianism. * In one of these, directed to Euphra- 
nor and Ammonius, he gave an extreme exposition of Origen's 
doctrine of the subordination of the Son. This letter seemed 
very questionable to some Christians — probably in Alexandria, 
perhaps in Pentapolis. They lodged a complaint, soon after 
A.D. 260, against the Alexandrian Bishop with Dionysius in 
Rome. * The latter assembled a synod at Rome, which dis- 
approved of the expressions used by the Alexandrian, and him- 
self despatched to Alexandria a didactic letter against the Sabel- 
lians and their opponents, who inclined to subordinationism. In 
this letter the Bishop so far spared his colleague as not to 
mention his name ; but he sent him a letter privately, calling for 
explanations. The Alexandrian Bishop sought to justify himself 
in a long document in four books (I Af/^^^ jcx) iiroKoyix), maintained 
that his accusers had wickedly torn sentences from their context, 
and gave explanations which seem to have satisfied the Roman 
Bishop, and which Athanasius at any rate admitted to be thor- 
oughly orthodox. But the letter of the Roman Bishop appears 
to have had no immediate influence on the further development in 
Alexandria (see under) ; the universal collapse of the Empire in 
the following decades permitted the Alexandrian theologians 

1 Euseb., H. E. VII. 26. I : 'Et/ ruvrottQ rot Atovvo'/ov ^spovrxt Kxi 'ce^?<xt 
'7F?i,gtovQ eTTta-ro^xft iia-TTsp otl KocT^ S«|3gAA/<?« TrpoQ *' AfjLfjLoova r^Q xotrk BspgvtKtiv Ix- 
K^rjo-fx^ gfrta-KOTTCVy KXt vi TrpoQ Te^sa-^opov xxi fi vpbQ Ev^p^vopac, xoct tt^A/v ^^AfJtfjtoavx 
KXt EVyropov. Zvvrcirrst $1 yrspt rviQ otvrvii vro&sa-eooq Koti liihP^x rea-a-ctpx a-vy/p^f/,' 
lixrxy % T<55 Kxrx 'Vufi^v ifiuv^iitiji Atovvo'ia Tpoo-^wvsl, Dionysius had already 
called the attention of Sixtus 11., the predecessor of the Roman Dionysius, to the 
revolt in the Pentapolis. 

2 Hagemann maintains that they first turned to the Alexandrian Bishop himself, 
and that he wrote an explanatory letter, which, however, did not satisfy them; 
but this cannot be proved (Athanasius de sentent. Dion. 13 is against it). The 
standpoint of the accusers appear^ from their appeal to the Roman Bishop, from 
the fact that he made their cause his own, and from the testimony of Athanasius. 
who describes them as orthodox Churchmen (de sentent. Dion. 13) — they were 
orthodox in the Roman sense. It is entirely wrong, with Dorner (Entwickelungs- 
gesch. I., p. 748 f.) and Baur (Lehre v. d. Dreieinigkeit I., p. 313), to identify 
the accusers with those heretics, who, according to Dionysius' letter, taught there 
were three Gods; for the heretics meant were rather the Alexandrian theologians. 
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to continue their speculations, without needing to fear further 
immediate reproofs from Roman Bishops. 

Two facts give a special interest to the controversy of the 
Dionysii. First, in spite of the acceptance of the sacred Triad, 
the Romans adhered simply, without any speculative harmon- 
ising, to the unity of the Deity, and decided that Origen's 
doctrine of subordination was Tritheism. Secondly, no scruple 
was felt at Alexandria in carrying out the subordination of the 
Son to the Father until it involved separation, though it was 
well known that such a view was supported, not by the tradition 
of the Church, but by philosophy alone. The accusers of the 
Alexandrian Dionysius charged him with separating Father and 
Son ; * denying the eternal existence of the Son ; ^ naming the 
Father without the Son and vice versa ;^ omitting to use the 
world ofioo6(rio^;* and finally, with regarding the Son as a crea- 
ture, related to the Father as the vine to the gardener, or the 
boat to the shipbuilder.* In these censures, which were not 
inaccurate, it is obvious that Dionysius, continuing the Neo- 
platonic speculations of his teacher, conceived the ^oyo^ as 
portio and derivatio of the iiovxq^ thus, in order to meet Sabel- 
lianism, actually dividing him from the deity. Dionysius sought 
to excuse himself in his ihsyxoq (Refutation), and emphasised 
exclusively the other side of Origen's doctrine, at the same time 

^ De sententia lo. i6. 

' De sententia 14 : ova etti %v 6 eih% ^oeriip^ ovk isi ^v 6 viSqj iAA*' 6 fjLh e«d$ 

ov ykp i'th^Q io-rtVy iAA* VT'rspov eTrtysyovev. 

3 De sententia 16: fcxripcc ^.sywv AtovCvtoQ ovk ivoi^^st rhv vf6v, xaii Trd^tv ullv 
?<iy»v otfK dvofi^tt rov frxrtpXt iAAilt hatpsl kou fjLXKp^vet Kxi i^spi^st rov viov ifjeh 
ToV vctTp6q. 

^ L. c. 18 : frpoo'^ipov^iv 'iyK^tjiix K»r^ siioS yl/eGioq tv ^q ou ^Jyovro^ rov Xpiv 
rdv Sfioovviov ttvoct rJp 0s^. 

* L. c. 18 : tA^v lyu ytviir^ nvx — says Dion. Alex. — kcu feotviT^ rtvK ^vivoc^ 
vosMxit rSv nlv TOto^ruv d)Q ixP^^oripuv 1% I'TPt^poyLvi^ bItpov TxpotisfyfjtotTot, sTSi 
fti^rt rb ^vrbv *i^iiv {rh ciM slvou) r^ ytcopy^y ft^Tf r^ vatuTriy^ rb s-Kd^o;- — 
*'Eva rfiv ysvtfr&v iivxi — say the opponents of Dion. — rbv vlbv kxi fjLti StiooCvtov r^ 
fFxrpL The passage in the letter to Euphranor ran (c 4): 'Tpoifnix kxi ysv^rbv ttvxt 
rbv vlbv roV 0100, t^^rt $i ^v^si Hiov^ iAA^ %ivov kxt^ ovvixv xhrbv slvxt roV 
^rxrpdq, i&wtp iffriv 6 ytupybQ vpb^ riiv HfjLTre^ev kxi 6 vxvTrtiybq vpbQ rb t^k^^oq, 
xxi ykp 6q TFohifix hv ovk ^v 'rptv yiv^rxt. 
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admitting that in his incriminated writing he had incidentally 
employed somewhat unsuitable similes. Now he said that the 
Father had always been Father, and that Christ had always 
existed as the Logos and wisdom and power of God; that the 
Son had his being from the Father, and that he was related 
to the Father as the rays are to the light. ^ He explained that 
while he had not used the word ofioova-io^, because it did not 
occur in Holy Scripture, figures were to be found in his earlier 
writings which corresponded to it; thus the figure of parents 
and children, of seed or root and plant, and of source and 
stream. ^ The Father was the source of all good, the Son the 
outflow; the Father the mind (vovg), the Son the word(AoVc^) — 
reminding us very forcibly of Neoplatonism — or the emanating 
mind {vovg ttpotttj^uv), while the vovg itself remains " and is what 
it was" {kx) 67TIV ohg ijv), "But being sent he flew forth and 
is borne everywhere, and thus each is in each, the one being 
of the other, and they are one, being two" ('O 5f i^sTrryi 
7rpo7r€f/,0i€)g zx) ^spsTXi ttxvtxxo^ J^xi ovTug hriv hzxrepog iv 
hxTspcp sTspog uv ixTspov, Kx) 6v iifriv, ovTeq Sy^). ' But he now 
went further: any separation between Father and Son was to 
be repudiated. "I say Father, and before I add the Son, I 
have already included and designated him in the Father." The 
same holds true of the Holy Spirit. Their very names always 
bind all three together inseparably. "How then do I who use 
these names think that these are divided and entirely separated 
from each other? (ttu^ oZv o toutoh; xP^f^^^^^ '^^^^ ivofixtrt fiefiep" 
Mai TxxiTX Kx) x<pupi(rixi TrxvTsKooq x>,Kvi>.cav olofj^xi;).* In these 
words the retreat was sounded; for what the Roman Bishop 
rejected, but Alexandrian theology never ventured wholly to 

» L. c. 15. 

8 L. c. 18. 

3 L. c. 23. The expositions of voVq and XdyoQ which were found both in the 
2 and 4 books of Dionysius quite remind us of Porphyry: xxi *ia-rtv 6 ftJv ohv 
TTKTvip 6 voCi ToV }<6yoVy ibv e^^ iavroV, 6 $i xaQJiTsp vloi 6 ^.^yof roO vov. fepl 

i^r' uvrov. oVtuq 6 veerftp 6 iisyt^roQ xoti KctA6?^ov voU^ TFp&rov rhv v/dv A^yov iptiijviet 
Koci Hyyt^ov iotvToV 'ix^'' 
* L. c. 17. 
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discard, was the ''dividing" (fi€pl^€(Tdxi),^ The reservation lies 
in the word ''entirely" {7rixvT€>.oog), Dionysius added in con- 
clusion: "Thus we unfold the unit into the triad without 
dividing it, and we sum up the triad again into the unit with- 
out diminishing it," {otiru f^h vifJLsiq eig ts tvjv rpiJi^x ri^v [/,ovxha> 
TrXXTvvofiey (xSixlpsrov^ y,xi rijv Tpixix ttxKiv df/^siuTOv elg rijv [/,o^ 
vd^x (rvyjc€0x^xtovfJi,€ix). In this he has accommodated himself 
to a mode of looking at things which he could only allege to 
be his own under a mental reservation, as in the case of the 
qualification "entirely" {7rxvT€},ug). For the terms TrKxTvvstv and 
(rvyK€(px>.xtov(rixi were not those current in the school of Origen, 
and admit of a different interpretation. Finally, Dionysius denied 
the charge of the "sycophants" that he made the Father the 
Creator of Christ. ' 

The letter of Dionysius of Rome falls midway between these 
two manifestoes, which are so different, of the Alexandrian Bishop. 
We have to regret very deeply that Athanasius has only pre- 
served one, though a comprehensive, fragment of this document. ' 
It is extremely characteristic of the Roman Bishop, to begin 
with, that it seeks to settle the sound doctrine by representing 
it as the just mean between the false unitarian or Sabellian, 
and the false trinitarian or Alexandrian doctrine. * The second 

1 We see from the passages quoted by Basilius that Dionysius adhered to the 
expression "rpcT; JTO^rao-g/^," but discarded the " f4gp/o-jugv«c Jtva/." while his 
accusers must have attacked the former expression also: E/ t^ r^ii^ stveu txq 
vToto-T^o-BiQ fjLSfJLSptvfjLevx^ glvoit Ksyovff-i, Tps7Q sto'i^ Kkv f*)j deAooo-tv tj rijv Qt/av rpt- 
'£^a 'TTxvTShSii xvihsrutrxv. This accordingly is to be translated : " if they maintain 
that a separation is necessarily involved in the expression ' three Hypostases,' yet 
there are three — whether they admit it or no — or they must completely destroy the 
divine triad." 

2 L,c. 20j 21. It is very noteworthy, that Dionysius has not even brought him- 
self to use the expression 6fioo6a-toi in his 'ihsyxoi* If he had Athanasius would 
have given it in his extracts. For the rest, the attempt of Athanasius to explain 
away the doubtful utterances of Dionysius, by referring them to the human nature 
of Christ, is a makeshift born of perplexity. 

3 De decret. synod. Nic. 26 (see besides de sentent. Dion. 13). 

* The attack on the latter has alone been preserved by Athanasius along with 
the concluding argument ; it is thus introduced : "Or/ 11 ov Troiyiiiu oh^l ktivijloc 6 
rov ®sov ASyoQ^ «AA* '/hov rifC roV Trxrpo^ ova-ice^ yivvviiia cihotipsrSv ha-rtv, uQ 
'iypx^sv M ti6y&?\.ii a-vvodoQ^ i3ov xut 6 t^q *P«jUifc iTrta-KOTroQ Atovva-tOQ yp^^oov xari 
r&v rk TO0 S«|3gAA/ot/ (ppovovvruv^ o-^fxA/i^'^/ xatrk riov ravrot To^fzuvruv ^gystv 
Kou ^vitrtv oVrci)Q» 
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characteristic of the letter is that it regards the Alexandrian 
doctrine as teaching that there are three Gods, and draws a parallel 
between it and the Three principles of the Marcionites. This 
proves that the Roman Bishop did not trouble himself with the 
speculation of the Alexandrians ^ and simply confined himself to 
the result — as he conceived it — of three separate Hypostases. ^ 
Finally — and this is the third characteristic feature — the letter 
shows that Dionysius had nothing positive to say, further 
than that it was necessary to adhere to the ancient Creed, 
definitely interpreting it to mean that the three, Father, Son, 
and Spirit, were equally one. Absolutely no attempt is made 
to explain or to prove this paradox. ^ But here undoubtedly 

' *E|»Jc J' Sv iiKSraiQ XeyoifjLt kou frpoQ rov^ $teupoCvToei xott xaracreftvcvTot^ xxt 
ivxtpdOvretq rh vtyLyiTarov tc^puy/jLoc rifC fxxAif0'/«$ roV &6oVy rjjv juov«p;^/av— thus 
begins the fragment communicated by Athanasius, — eJq rptlQ ^vv^fist^ nvxq kxI 
fieiMepivfiivx^ v^oo'Tda-etq xxt U6riitot^ rpslQ' 'rgTrvo'fixt ykp slvxirtvac^r^vTrap^ vfjuv 
xaTif;Coi/vT«v xect ii^ao'xSvrtav rbv Qt7ov A<^'yov, retvrm v^tiyijT^^ rijQ ^povfjereut;' o't 
xocrk h^fjtsrpovy «5c */toc slTFstv^ ^vrfxstVTXt r^ Z»^6?<?<iov yvufiiji' 6 fjth y^p 
fiXxa'<piifjtt7t avrhv rhv vtbif sheet ^.Syatif r6v fFxripXy xeii '4fifFx?<tv' oihl rpslQ Qeov^ 
rp67Pov Tivk xfip^TTOva-tv, gi^ rpslQ vfcoa-r^vit^ iivacq ^^AAjJawv, 9ruvT»irata-t xe- 
XOipta-izevxi, hoctpoVvref rvjv xyixv fiov^^x. yiv&o'Qxi yip xv^yxii r^ &s^ r&v H^mv 
rov &e7ov ?^6yov, 8ju4>/Ao;|^a)ps7v $i rtSt &8^ xxt sv^txtrxo'Qxt ist rd Hyiov TrveVfjLX, if^if 
xxt Tijv Qeixv rpt^^x iU ^v«, livJFsp sU xopv(pi^v rtvx {rbv Ssbv r&v ll?<uv rbv t«v- 
TOxp^Topx /igyu) ^vyxe^xXxtoGo'dxtre xxt ^uv^yta-Qxt 'xStvu &v&yx^. MxpxtuvoQ ykp roO 
lixrxt6^povo^ $i$xyfjLx et^ rptlQ xpxxQ rvi^ fjLOvxpxt^i rofjtijv xxt ^txtpso-tv {hopt^Bi), 
'7Fxt$8VfjLx "bv $tx^o/,tx6vy ovx* ^^ T&v 'Svtcik; iixQviT&v ToG Xpt^ToV . . . oSroi ykp rpi- 
^$x fikv x^puTTOfih^v vrb rifC 6tlxQ ypx(p^i vx(pQ^ efr/Qrxvrxt, rpe7^ $6 hov^ oVrs 
icxKoukv q\jtb xxtvfjv hxSijXiiv xiip^rrova-xv According to Dionysius, then, some 
Alexandrian teachers taught ^'rp^Tov rtvi^^ — this is. the only limitation — a form of 
Tritheism. The whole effort of the Bishop was to prevent this. We recognise here 
the old Roman interest in the unity of God, as represented by Victor, Zephyrine, 
and Callistus, but Dionysius may also have remembered, that his predecessors, 
Pontian and Fabian, assented to the condemnation of Origen. Should we not 
connect the angry reproach, levelled at the Alexandrian teachers, that they were 
Tritheists, with the charge made by Callistus against Hippolytus, that he was a 
Ditheist; and may we not perhaps conclude that Origen himself was also accused 
of Tritheism in Rome? 

2 The positive conclusion runs: OlV' ouv xxTXfJtspf^stv XP^ sUrps7Q QedrtfTXQTiiv 
dxvfjLxa-riiv xx) Qstxv fiov^^x^ olire Trotvja-st xon/^vstv rb x^tufjtx xxt rb i/9rgp/3«AAov 
(jLgysQoi roV xvp/ov aAA^ ^STrt^revxsvxt ttQ 0sdv ^xrepx TxvToxp^Topx xxishXptv^ 
rbv ^Itfo-oCv rbv vtbv xvroG xxt sU rb 'dyiov wsfjiix^ ^vSia-Qxt $^ r^ &el^ r&v H^uv 
rbv x6yov' iyu ybtp, ^iia-t. xxi 6 frxrifp %v evfitv, xxt syu sv rl^ Trxrpt xxt 6 Trxryjp hv 
ffto/— these are the old Monarchian proof-texts — oVrw yip &v xxt ij Qsfx rptxQ 
xxi rb xytov x^pvy^ix riJc fiovxpxtoci hxa-u^otro. We see that Dionysius simply 
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lies the strength of the Roman Bishop's position. When we 
compare his letter with that of Leo I. to Flavian and Agatho's 
to the Emperor, we are astonished at the close affinity of these 
Roman manifestoes. In form they are absolutely identical. The 
three Popes did not trouble themselves about proofs or argu- 
ments, but fixed their attention solely on the consequences, or 
what seemed to them consequences, of disputed doctrines. 
Starting with these deductions they refuted doctrines of the 
right and left, and simply fixed a middle theory, which existed 
merely in words, for it was self-contradictory. This they grounded 
formally on their ancient Creed without even attempting to argue 
out the connection: one God — Father, Son and Spirit; one 
Person— perfect God and perfect man; one Person — two wills. 
Their contentment with establishing a middle line, which possessed 
the attribute of that known in mathematics, is, however, a proof 
that they had not a positive, but merely a negative, religious 
interest in these speculations. Otherwise they would not have 
been satisfied with a definition it was impossible to grasp; for 
no religion lives in conceptions which cannot be represented 
and realised. Their religious interest centred in the God Jesus, 
who had assumed the substantia hufnana. 

The letter of the Roman Bishop produced only a passing 
impression in Alexandria. Its adoption would have meant the 
repudiation of science. A few years afterwards the great Synod 
of Antioch expressly rejected the term i/zoovfrto^ (consubstantial) 

places the "holy preaching of the Monarchy" and the "Divine Triad" side by 
side: "stat pro ratione voluntas." Between this conclusion and the commencement 
of the fragment preserved by Athanasius given in the preceding note, we have a 
detailed attack on those who hold the Son to be a feoivifioc like other creatures, 
"while the Holy Scriptures witness to his having an appropriate birth, but not to 
his being formed and created in some way." The attack on the 5" ^'^^ ovx ^v 
touches the fundamental position of the Alexandrian scholars as little as the op- 
position to three Gods; for Dionysius contents himself with arguing that God would 
have been without understanding, if the Logos had not always been with him; 
a thing which oo Alexandrian doubted. The subtle distinction between Logos and 
Logos Dionysius leaves wholly out of account, and the explanation of the Roman 
Bishop on Proverbs VIII. 32 (xi/p/oc *iKrta-i /uc ip%^v 6$&v etvroC) : Vxr/o-f evracCda 
ixovo'TSov ivrt roC gfrsa-Tiia-s ro7q t/^' etvroC ysyov6vtv *ipyoi^, ysyov6a-t $e h^ alrov 
ToV w/oO, must merely have caused a compassionate smile among the theologians 
of Alexandria. 
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as being liable to misconstruction.^ The followers ofOrigenin 
his training school continued their master's work, and they were 
not molested in Alexandria itself, as it seems, up till about 
the close of the third century. If we review the great literary 
labours of Dionysius, of which we, unfortunately, only possess 
fragments, and observe his attitude in the questions debated in 
the Church in his time, we see how faithfully he followed in 
the track of Origen. The only difference lay in greater laxity 
in matters of discipline. ^ He proved, in his work " On Promises " 
{wep) sirxyyeKiZv), that he possessed the zeal against all Chiliasm 
and the dexterity in critical exegesis which characterised the 
school of Origen;^ and in his work "On Nature "(^fp) (pv^rsuq) 
he introduced, and endeavoured to carry out, a new task in 
the science of Christian theology, viz., the systematic refu- 
tation of Materialism, />., of the Atomic theory. * Of the 
later heads of the training school we know very little; but 
that little is enough to let us see that they faithfully preserved the 
theology of Origen. Pierius, who also led a life of strict asceticism, 
wrote learned commentaries and treatises. Photius ^ testifies that 
he taught piously concerning the Father and Son, "except that 

1 See above, page 45. 

2 See the letter to Fabius of Antioch, and the attitude of Dionysius in the 
Novatian controversy, in which he sought at first to act as mediator precisely as 
he did in the dispute over the baptism of heretics (Euseb. H. E. VI. 41, 42, 
44—46, VII. 2—9). 

* See the fragments in Euseb. H. E. VII. 24, 25. The criticism of the Apoc- 
alypse is a master-piece. 

4 See Euseb. H. E. VII. 26, 2; the fragments of the workinRouth,Reliq. S.IV., 
p. 393 sq. On this, Roch, die Schrift des Alex. Bischofs, Dionysius d. Gr. iiber 
die Natur (Leipzig 1882) and my account of this dissertation in theTh. L. Z. 1883, 
No. 2. Dionysius' work, apart from a few Biblical quotations which do not affect 
the arguments, might have been composed by a Neo-platonic philosopher. Very 
characteristic is the opening of the first fragment preserved by Eusebius. Uorspov 
ev ea-Tt wjx^l^ ro fe&Vy u^ v/fuv rs xxi to7q a-o^ayr^rot^ 'EAAjfvMv IIAirwv/ xett 
UvQety^px xxt roi^ ofjeh ryji Uro&q kou 'HpuKXe/rtfi ^oihBTOu\ there we have in a 
line the whole company of the saints with whom Epicurus and the Atomists were 
confronted. We notice that from and after Justin Epicurus and his followers were 
extremely abhorred by Christian theologians, and that in this abhorrence they felt 
themselves at one with Platonists, Pythagoreans, and Stoics. But Dionysius was the 
first Christian to take over from these philosophers the task of a systematic refutation. 

fi Photius Cod. 119. 
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he. speaks of two ** beings " and two njitures ; using the words 
being and nature, as is plain frorii the context, in place of 
Hypostasis, and not as those who adhere to Arius" (tA^v Srt 
ova-ixg ivo jcx) (pvjstg- ^u.o Xsysr r^ .ri?^ oif^Ug y,x) ^v(T6cc(^ ivoiiXTi^ 
(J^. SjjAov, .Ix re Toov sTrofiiuuv jcx) Trp^yjyovf^ivuv rov ;^«/j/oy ^m riji^ 
v'TTO^Tmsciiq' y.x) opX'-'^^ ^^ 'A/Jf/jj TT'pofTXvxKeliisvoi %;«^fV5^). This 
explanation is hardly, trustworthy ; Photius himself is compelled 
to add that Pierius.held impious doctrines as to the Holy Ghost, 
and ranked him far below the Father and Son. Now since he 
further expressly testifies that Pierius, like Origen, held the pre- 
existence of souls, and explained some passages in the O. T. 
"economically", />., contested their literal meaning, it becomes 
obvious that Pierius had not parted company with Origen ; * 
indeed, he was even called "Origen Junior".^ He was the 
teacher of Pamphilus, and the latter inherited from him his un- 
conditional devotion to Origen's theology. Pierius was followed, 
in Diocletian's time, by Theognostus at the Alexandrian school. 
This scholar composed a great dogmatic work in seven books 
called "Hypotyposes". It has been described for us by Photius,^ 
whose account shows that it was planned on a strict system, 
and was distinguished from Origen's great work, in that the 
whole was not discussed in each part under reference to one 
main thought, but the system of doctrine was presented in 
a continuous and consecutive exposition. * Thus Theognostus 

1 Routh, Reliq. S. III., pp. 425—435. 

3 Jerome, de vir.'inl. 76; see also Euseb. H. E. VII. 32. 

8 Cod. 106.' 

< The first book dealt with the Father and Creator; the second, with the necessity 
that God should have a son, and the Son; the third, took up the Holy Ghost; 
the fourth, angels and demons; the fifth'andsixth, the possibility and actuality of the 
Son's incarnation ; the seventh, God's creative work. From the description by Photius 
. it appears that Theognostus laid the chief stress on the refutation of two opinions, 
namely, that matter was eternal, and that the incarnation of the Logos was an 
impossibility. These are^ however^ the two theses with which the Neo-platonic theo- 
logians of the 4th andjth centuries confronted Christian science^ and in whose assertion 
the whole difference between Neo-platonism, and the dogmatic of Alexandrian 
churchmen at bottom consisted. It is very instructive to notice "that .even at the end 
of the 3rd century the antithesis thus fixed came clearly to the front. If Theognostus, 
for the rest, rejected the opinion that God created all things from a matter equally 
eternal with himself, this did not necessarily imply his abandonment of Origen's 
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invented that form of scientific, Church dogmatic which was to 
set a standard to posterity — though it was indeed long before 
the Church took courage to erect a doctrinal structure of its 
own. Athanasius had nothing but praise forthe workofTheog- 
nostus, and has quoted a passage from the second book which 
undoubtedly proves that Theognostus did full justice to the 
Homoousian side of Origen's Christology. * But even the Cap- 
padocians remarked certain affinities between Arius and Theog- 
nostus, ' and Photius informs us that he called the Son a 
" creature *' [y,Ti(T(JLx\ and said such mean things about him that one 
might perhaps suppose that he was simply quoting, in order 
to refute, the opinions of other men. He also, like Origen, 
taught heterodox views as to the Holy Spirit, and the grounds 
on which he based the possibility of the incarnation were empty 
and worthless. As a matter of fact, Theognostus' exposition of 
the sin against the Holy Ghost shows that he attached himself 
most closely to Origen. For it is based on the well-known 
idea of the master that the Father embraced the largest, the 
Son, the medium, and the Holy Spirit the smallest sphere ; that 
the sphere of the Son included all rational beings, inclusive of 
the imperfect, while that of the Spirit comprehended only the perfect 

principle of the eternity of matter; yet it is at any rate possible that in this point 
he took a more guarded view of the master's doctrine. 

* The fragment given by Athanasius (de deer, Nic. syn. 25) runs as follows: 
Owx 'i^uHv rt^ Iff-rh g(psvpsis7a-x vi roV vioC ovo'tot, ov$^ ex fivi '6vruv sfFetvvix^^' «AA« 
Ik ri}( rot/ 7:arpo(i ovo'/xq 'i^v, d/^ roC (purhQ ro ifrxuyxvfiot^ ixi V$uroQ uriii^' oVre 
yxp T^ xTxvyxo'fAx oVrs m cirfjLtQ xl/rb to V$eap sa-Ttv if oturoQ 6 l/A/oc, oVre aAA^- 
rptov Kxi oVre ocvtSq ha-rtv 6 frxrvip oVtb x^hdrpio^ aAA« x7r6p(ota riJc toC Trxrpbq 
ouo'ixQ, oh fispttriiov v-JFOiistv^vyii rvi^ roO TrxrpbQ ova-txQ' uQ ykp fisvaiv 6 ili^to^ 6 
xurbi oh figtoOrxt tx7q SKX^Ofiivxt^ vt' xhrou xhyxl^y oVru^ oh$^ fi ohvix rov TxrpbQ 
x?<Aotua-tv vTsfJtgtvsVy stxSvx ixvrij^ %x^^^^ ''^v ^^ov. Notice that the fispttrfidi is here 
negatived; but tins negative must have been limited by other definitions. At all 
events we may perhaps regard Theognostus as midway between Pierius and 
Alexander of Alexandria. 

3 See Gregory of Nyssa, c. Eunom. III. in Routh, I.e., p. 412; he proscribes the 
proposition of Theognostus : rh &gbv /SowA^/itf vov r6$g rb x&v Kxrx9^KSvda-xty fep&roy 
rhv vlbv o76v rtvx kxv6vx tjJc $iifitovpy/xQ frpovfeovrvi^xv^xi, Stephanus Gobarus has 
expressly noted it as a scandal that Athanasius should nevertheless have praised 
Theognostus (in Photius, Cod. 282). Jerome did not admit him into his catalogue 
of authors, and it is remarkable that • Eusebius has passed him over in silence; this 
may, however, have been accidental. 

7 
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{r6Ksiov[j(.€voi\ and that therefore the sin against the Holy Ghost, as the 
sin of the ** perfect'*, could not be forgiven.* The only novelty is 
that Theognostus saw occasion expressly to attack the view " that 
the teaching of the Spirit was superior to that of the Son " (rJji/ 
Tou TTVsvfixTOi; iihx7y,xKlxv vTTsp^xKy^eiv Tijg rod vkv ii^xx^?)* Per- 
haps he did this to oppose another disciple of Origen, Hieracas, 
who applied himself to speculations concerning Melchizedek, as 
being the Holy Spirit, and emphasised the worship of the Spirit.^ 
This Copt, who lived at the close of the third and in the first half of 
the fourth century, cannot be passed over, because, a scholar 
like Origen, ' he on the one hand modified and refined on certain 
doctrines of his master, * and on the other hand, emphasised his 
practical principles, requiring celibacy as a Christian law. * 
Hieracas is for us the connecting link between Origen and the 

1 See Athanas. Ep. ad Scrap. IV., ch. u; Routh, I.e., pp. 407 — ^422, where the 
fragments of Theognostus aie collected. 

3 See Epiph. H. 67. 3, 55. 5. 

8 Epiphanius (H. 67) speaks in the highest terms of the knowledge, learning, 
and power of memory, possessed by Hieracas. 

* H. understood the resurrection in a purely spiritual sense, and repudiated the 
resHiuiio carnis. He would have nothing to do with a material Paradise; and 
Epiphanius indicates other heresies, which H. tried to support by a comprehensive 
scriptural proof. The most important point is that he disputed, on the ground 
of 2 Tim. II. 5, the salvation of children who died even when baptised; "for 
without knowledge no conflict, without conflict no reward." Epiphanius expressly 
certifies his orthodoxy in the doctrine of the Trinity ; in fact Arius rejected his 
Christology along with that of Valentinus, Mani, and Sabellius, in his letter to 
Alexander of Alex. (Epiph. H. 69. 7). From his short description of it {ohl uq 
'Up^KOti ^vx^cv ci'jrb Ai/%vot/, if <&c Aa/t4T4^« sU ^t^o— these are figures already 
employed by Tatian) we can only, however, conclude that H. declared the oi'0'/« of 
the Son to be identical with that of the Father. He may have developed Origen's 
Christology in the direction of Athanasius. 

5 See my Art. in Herzog's R. E. 2 Aufl. VI., p. 100 f Hieracas recognised the 
essential difference between the O. and N. T. in the commandments as to xyvstoe^ 
gyxp^rstoty and especially, celibacy, "What then did the Logos bring that was new ? " 
or what is the novelty proclaimed and instituted by the Only-begotten? The fear 
of God? The law already contained that. Was it as to marriage? The Scriptures 
(zz. the O. T.) had already dealt with it. Or as to envy, greed, and unrighteous- 
ness? All that is already contained in the O. T. *^^Ev $^ ii6vov roVro xurop^cSa-act 
^Aflg, T^ TJfv lyKp&ntav K^p^^at 'iv rea x6a-fjL(j) kui eetvr^ xvahs^x^dut otyvtixv xoet 
tyxp^TBtoev, *'Avct/ $i roiirov jujj $vvua-$ut {fijv (Epiph, H. 67, ch. 1). He appealed 
to I Cor. VII., Hebr. XII. 14, Math. XIX. 12, XXV. 21. 
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Coptic monks ; the union of ascetics founded by him may mark 
the transition from the learned schools of theologians to the 
society of monks. But in his proposition that, as regards practice, 
the suppression of the sexual impulse was the decisive, and 
original, demand of the Logos Christ, Hieracas set up the great 
theme of the Church of the fourth and following century. 

In Alexandria the system of faith and the theology of Origen 
were fused more and more completely together, and it cannot 
be proved that the immediate disciples of Origen, the heads of 
the training-school, corrected their master. * The first to do this 
in Alexandria was Peter, Bishop and Martyr.^ In his writings 
** Concerning divinity" (Trsp) isorviToq), ** Concerning the sojourn 
of our Saviour'' [Tsp) ryjg a-uryjpog i^fiuv sTrihvifJLixg), and especially 
in his books ** Concerning (the fact) that the soul does not pre- 
exist, nor has entered this body after having sinned " [Trsp) rov 
f^yj^s TTpouTrxpx^iv tviv ^vxijv ^c^j^Se ifzxpTJ^fraa-xv touto siq (tu(J(^oc 
(3^yidyjvxi), he maintains against Origen the complete humanity 
of the Redeemer, the creation of our souls along with our 
bodies, and the historical character of the events narrated in 
Gen. III., and he characterises the doctrine of a pre-mundane 
fall as a *' precept of Greek philosophy which is foreign and alien 
to those who desire to live piously in Christ " (|C6^^j^^<a5Ti5^*E/.Aj^w;c)if^ 
CpiK0(T0Cpixg^ ^hviq 3cx) iKKorpixg oiicnjg ruv iyXpi(TT^ 6V(r6(3ut; h^ovrcov 
^jjy).' This utterance proves that Peter had taken up a position defi- 
nitely opposed to Origen ; * but his own expositions show, on the 
other hand, that he only deprived Origen's doctrines of their extreme 
conclusions, while otherwise he maintained them, in so far as they 
did not come into direct conflict with the rule of faith. The correc- 
tions on Origen's system were therefore not undertaken silently 

* Procopius undoubtedly maintains (Comm. in Genes , ch. III., p. 76, in Routh, 
Reliq. S. IV., p. 50) that Dionysius Alex., in his commentary on Ecc'esiastes, con- 
tradicted the allegorical explanation of Gen. 11., Ill; but we do not know in what 
the contradiction consisted. 

3 Eusebius, H. E. IX. 6: Peter was made a martyr, probably in A.D. 311. 
8 See the fragments of Peter's writings in Routh, I.e., pp. 21 — 82, especially 
pp. 46 — 50. Vide also Pitra, Analecta Sacra IV., p. 187 sq., 425 sq. 

* Decidedly spurious is the fragment of an alleged Mva-rxywy/ei of Peter, in 
which occur the words: rt $i ilirw 'HpaxAav xa/ AtifJtilirptov tovq fjLXKxptovi Iw/^- 
xSttovq^ oYovq TStpxa-fjLOVQ v'xia-r^o'oev vrb roG [Jtotvsvroi ^SlptysvovQy ku) othrov a-x^o-fjLxrct 
^othhovroi sv Tji sKKArjo-tx, Tx 'itnii ff'ijfjLspov rxpax^i ^^"^V ^ystpxvrx (Routh, I.e., p. 81). 
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even in Alexandria. A compromise took place between scientific 
theology, and the ancient antignostically determined Creed of 
the Church, or the letter of Holy Scripture, to which all the 
doctrines of Origen were sacrificed that contradicted the tenor 
of the sacred tradition. ^ But above all, the distinction made by 
him between the Christian science of the perfect and the faith 
of the simple was to be abolished. The former must be cur- 
tailed, the latter added to, and thus a product arrived at in a 
uniform faith which should be at the same time ecclesiastical 
and scientific. After theology had enjoyed a period of liberty, 
the four last decades of the third century, a reaction seems to 
have set in at the beginning of the fourth, or even at the end of 
the third century, in Alexandria. But the man had not yet risen 
who was to preserve theology from stagnation, or from being 
resolved into the ideas of the time. All the categories employed 
by the theologians of the fourth and fifth centuries were already 
current in theology, ^ but they had not yet received their defi- 
nite impress and fixed value. ^ Even the Biblical texts which 
in those centuries were especially exploited pro and contra^ 

* We have unfortunately no more precise information as to Peter's attitude; we 
may determine it, however, by that of Methodius (see under). 

2 So /lAcvi; — r^i&% — ohvi* — ^vvt^ — v-Jroxs/fASvov — u7r6a'rxa-tQ — Tp^o-wTov— Tsptypx- 
4>if — (jtepi^ia-Qxt — $tactpe7v — 'jr^xrvvstv — o-vyKS^otXouoOa-Qxt — kt/^siv — 7rots7v — ytyvsa-dxt 
ysvv&v — ofjLoova-toi — ix tJjc ovciotQ roO vxrp6i — ^ik rov U?^vnixroi—®sli Ix ©got/— 
4)«C sx ^«T^e — yevvtiUvrx oh TrotviHvrx — ?v 'drs ovk JJv — ovx ^v Urs ovx ^v — ^v Hre 
ovx liv—liTSpOQ TiXT^ ovo'txv — 'xTpsTTTOQ — xvx?i?^oiciiTOQ — xyivvviTOfi — x?i?<6rptOi — ^»f7>f 
rifc U6ryiroi — ^vo ova-fxt — ova-tx ova-tonfAsvii—'hxvdpwTrtia'ti — U^v(^pw7roi — 'ivuo't^ ola-iu- 
^jf5 — 'ivutrii xxrii (lerovtrixv — o'vv^cpgtx xxrk fi^^^a-iv xxt fjtirovcrtxv — a-vyxpSicrtQ — 
tvotxttv etc. Hipler in the Oesterr. Vierteljahrsclirift fur kathol. Theol. 1869, p. 
161 ff. (quoted after Losche, Ztschr. f. wiss. Theol. 1884, S. 259) maintains that 
expressions occurred in the speculations of Numenius and Porphyry as lo the nature 
of God, which only emerged in the Church in consequence of the Nicene Council. 
Those technical terms of religio-philosophical speculation, common to the Neo- 
platonists of the 3rd century, the Gnostics and Catholic theologians, require re- 
examination. One result of this will be perhaps the conclusion that the philosophy 
of Plotinus and Porphyry was not uninfluenced by the Christian system. Gnostic 
and Origenistic, which they opposed. We await details under this head from 
Dr. Carl Schmidt. 

5 The meaning which was afterwards attached to the received categories was 
absolutely unthinkable, and corresponded perfectly to none of the definitions previously 
hit upon by the philosophical schools. But this only convinced men that Christianity 
was a revealed doctrine, which was distinguished from philosophical systems by 
mysterious ideas or categories. 
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had already been collected in the third. Dionysius of Alexan- 
dria had already given warning that the word ofioov(7iog did not 
occur in Holy Scripture, and this point of view seems, as a rule, 
to have been thoroughly decisive even in the third century. * 

We get an insight into the state of religious doctrine about the 
middle of the third century and afterwards from the works of 
Gregory,^ the miracle- worker, who was one of the most eminent of 
Origen's disciples, and whose influence in the provinces of Asia 
Minor extended far into the fourth century. This scholar and 
Bishop who delivered the first Christian panegyric — one on 
Origen — and has in it given his autobiography, remained through- 
out his life an enthusiastic follower of Origen, and adhered, 
in what was essential, to his doctrine of the Trinity. ' But 
Gregory felt compelled, in opposition to Christians whose con- 
ception of the Trinity was absolutely polytheistic, to emphasise 
the unity of the Godhead. He did this in his "Confession of 
faith ", ^ and in a still greater degree, according to the testimony 
of Basilius, in his lost work ^ixXs^ig Trpog ''AiXixvov (Debate with 
Ailianus), * which contained a proposition, afterwards appealed 
to by Sabellians, and somewhat to the following effect, viz., 
Father and Son are two in thought, but one in substance 
[ttxtvip y.xi viog sTrivoioj^ /Ctfv 6](n Su^, xj7ro<TTX(T6i Sf ev). Gregory, 
on the other hand, described the Logos as creature (jcThfJix) 

* But we have not yet ascertained the method followed in the earlier period of 
collecting the verdicts of the older Fathers, and of presenting them as precedents ; yet it is 
noteworthy that Irenaeus and Clement already delighted in appealing to the Tpea-^vT- 
spoi, whicli meant for them, however, citing the Apostles' disciples, and that Paul 
of Samosata was accused in the epistle of the Synod of Antioch, of despising the 
ancient interpreters of the Divine Word (Euseb. VII. 30). 

2 See Caspari IV., p. 10 ff. ; Ryssel, Gregorius Thaumaturgus, 1880. Vide also 
Overbeck in the Th. L. — Z., 1881, No. 12, and Drascke in the Jahrb. f. protest. 
Theol. 1 88 1, H. 2. Edition by Fronto. Ducaus, 1621. Pitra, Analecta Sacra III. ; also 
Loofs, Theol. L. Z., 1884, No. 23. 

3 See Caspari's (I.e.) conclusions as to Gregory's confession of faith, whose 
genuineness seems to me made out. Origen's doctrine of the Trinity appears clearly 
in the Panegyric. The fragment printed by Ryssel, p. 44 f., is not by Gr. Thaumaturgus. 

^ See Caspari, I.e., p. 10 : rpiuQ rsKetx^ $6^11 xoci aihorvirt xcci ^oea-t^sioc fzyj iiept- 
5'ojUfv»f jUJfJ^ u'JFxXKorpiovfJi.ivij. OVrs oZv KTia-rdv ri vi ^ovKoy ev ry, rpt^^t oVrs 
sTre/o'ccKTOv, uq Trpdrspov fziv ovx J'Vap^cv, va-rspov $^ hyreta-sAOdv oVre ykp evs^tyrs 
TTOTS vtOQ T«T^/, oVt€ vlti %v€CfJLX^ ^AA' 'drpsxTOc; Koct uvoc/k?<o/(OTO^ vj uvrii TptacQuet, 

5 Basil., ep. 210. 
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and created {7roivj(^x) — so Basilius tells us, — and this form of 
expression can probably be explained by the fact that he thought 
it necessary, in this way and aggressively (iycovKrTiycug)^ to em- 
phasise, on the basis of Origen's idea of the Homoousia of the 
Son, the substantial unity of the deity, in opposition to a view 
of the divine Hypostases which approximated to polytheism. 
On the whole, however, we cannot avoid supposing, that at the 
time when theology was introduced into the faith — a work 
in which Gregory especially took part, — and in consequence 
the worst confusions set in, * the tendency to heathen Tritheism 
had grown, and theologians found themselves compelled to 
maintain the ** preaching of the monarchy " [y^vipvyiix ri}^ (lovxpx'i^q) 
to an increasing extent. This is proved by the correspondence 
of the Dionysii, the theology of Hieracas, and the attitude of 
Bishop Alexander of Alexandria ; but we have also the evidence 
of Gregory. True, the genuineness of the writing ascribed to 
him, on the "essential identity"^ (of the three Persons), is not 
yet decided, but it belongs, at all events, to the period before 
Athanasius. In this treatise the author seeks to establish the 
indivisibility and uniqueness of God, subject to the hypothesis 
of a certain hypostatic difference. In this he obviously approaches 
Monarchian ideas, yet without falling into them. Further, the 
very remarkable tractate, addressed to Theopompus, on the 
incapability and capability of suffering, ' treats this very subject, 
without even hinting at a division between Father and Son 
in this connection; on the other hand, the author certainly 
does not call it in question. We can study in the works of 
Gregory, and in the two treatises^ just mentioned, which bear 
his name, the state of theological stagnation, connected with 
the indeterminateness of all dogmatic ideas, and the danger, 

1 It remained a matter of doubt in the East up to the beginning of the fourth 
century, whether one ought to speak of three Hypostases (essences, natures), or one. 

2 Ryssel, p. 65 f., 100 f. ; see Gregor. Naz., Ep. 243, Opp , p. II., p. 196 sq., 
ed. Paris, 1840. 

3 Ryssel, p. 71 f., 118 f. The genuineness of the tractate is not so certain as 
its origin in the 3rd century; yet see Loofs, I.e. 

4 See also the Sermo de incarnatione attributed to Gregory (Pitra III., p. 14434 , 
395 sq.) 
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then imminent, of passing wholly over to the domain of ab- 
stract philosophy, and of relaxing the union of speculation with 
the exegesis of Holy Scripture. The problems are strictly con- 
fined to the sphere of Origen's theology ; but that theology was 
so elastic that they threatened to run wild and become thoroughly 
secular. * If, e,g., we review the Christological tenets of Euse- 
bius of Caesarea, one of Origen's most enthusiastic followers, 
we are struck by their universal hoUowness and emptiness, un- 
certainty and instability. While Monotheism is maintained with 
an immense stock of Bible texts and a display of all possible 
formulas, a created and subordinate God is, in fact, interposed 
between the deity and mankind. 

But there was also in the East a theology which, while 
it sought to make use of philosophy, at the same time tried to 
preserve in their realistic form the religious truths established in 
the fight with Gnosticism. There were theologians who, follow- 
ing in the footsteps of Irenaeus and Hippolytus, by no means 
despised science, yet found the highest truth expressed in the 
tenets handed down by the Church ; and who therefore, refusing 
the claim of philosophical Gnosis to re-edit the principles of 
faith, only permitted it to support, connect, and interpret them. 
These theologians were necessarily hostile to the science of 
religion cultivated in Alexandria, and enemies of its founder 
Origen. We do not know whether, during his life-time, Origen 
came into conflict in the East with opponents who met him in 
the spirit of an Irenaeus. ' From his own statements we must 
suppose that he only had to deal with untrained disputants. 

* Origen himself always possessed in his unconditional adherence to the Bible 
a kind of corrective against the danger of passing entirely over to philosophy. 
Though thoroughly versed in philosophical science, he sought never to be more 
than a scriptural theologian, and urged his disciples — witness his letter to Gregor. 
Thaum. — to give up their philosophical studies, and devote themselves wholly to 
the Bible. No professedly philosophical expositions occur in Origen himself, so far 
as I know, like those transmitted by his disciples. For the latter the comprehensive 
chapter of Eusebius (H. E. VII. 32) is very instructive. Here we meet with Bishops 
who seem to have been scholars first and clerics afterwards. This Eusebius (§ 22) 
has to tell of one : A^ywv ju^v cpt^oa-d^cov Kotl ri^^ ocXhtj^ Trap' *'EAA>fo-/ 7rut$e/ocQ ^roepk 
roi(i '7ro?^ho'i(i &ocvfji,oca-6st^, ovx ^H-oiwt; ys jujfv Tnp'i Tyjv ds/ocv Tr/a-rtv $/ecr€Qetf4,evoq. 

2 It is unknown who was the KuPi^tcov vii^&v 'prpsa-fivnii ttxi fixKotpto'T^^ ctvUjp 
quoted by Epiph. (H. 64, ch. 8 and 67) as an opponent of Origen. 
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But in the second half of the third century, and at the begin- 
ning of the fourth, there were on the side of the Church antag- 
onists of Origen's theology who were well versed in philo- 
sophical knowledge, and who not merely trumped his doctrine 
with their ^piAij Trla-rig (bare faith), but protected the principles 
transmitted by the Church from spiritualising and artificial inter- 
pretations, with all the weapons of science. * The most impor- 
tant among them, indeed really the only one of whom we have 
any very precise knowledge, besides Peter of Alexandria 
(see above), is Methodius. ^ But of the great number of treatises 
by this original and prolific author only one has been till now 
preserved complete in the original — Conviv. decem virg., while 
we have the greater part of a second — De resurr. ^ The rest 

* Besides these we have Eastern theologians, who, while they did not write 
against Origen, show no signs in their works of having been influenced by Alex- 
andrian theology, but rather resemble in their attitude Irenseus and Hippolytus. 
Here we have especially to mention the author of five dialogues against the Gnostics, 
which, under the title '• De recta in deum fide," bear the name of Adamantius ; see 
the editio princeps by Wetstein, 1673, and the version of Rufinus discovered by Caspari 
(Kirchenhistorische Anecdota, 1883; also Th. L. — Z. 1884, No. 8) which shows 
that the Greek text is interpolated. The author, for whom we have perhaps to look 
in the circle of Methodius, has at any rate borrowed not a little from him (and 
also from the work of Theophilus against Marcion r). See Jahn, Methodii, Opp. I., 
p. 99, II. Nos. 474, 542, 733—749, 771, 777. MoUer in Herzog's R. E., 2 Ed., 
IX., p. 725. Zahn, Ztschr. f. Kirchengesch,, Vol. IX., p. 193 ff.: "Die Dialoge des 
Adamantius mit den Gnoslikem." The dialogues were written ± 300, probably 
somewhere in East Asia Minor, or in West Syria, according to Zahn about 300 
— 313 in Hellenic Syria, or Antioch. They are skilfully written and instructive; a 
very moderate use is made of philosophical theology. Perhaps the Ep. ad Diogn. also 
came from the circle of Methodius. Again, there is little philosophical theology to 
be discovered in the original edition of the first six books of the apostolic Consti- 
tutions, which belongs to the third century. See Lagarde in Bunsen's Analecta 
Ante-Nicaena T. II. The author still occupied the standpoint of Ignatius, or the old 
anti-gnostic teachers. The dogmatic theology, in the longer recension of the work, 
preserved in Greek, belongs entirely to the reviser who lived in or after the middle 
of the 4th century (so App. Const. II. 24, VI. 11, 14, 41 [Hahn, Biblioth. der 
Symbole, 2 Aufl., §§ 10, 11, 64]; .see my edition of the A/5a%»f, p. 241 flf. That 
Aphraates and the author of the Acta Archelai were unaffected by Origen's theology 
will have been clear from what was said above, p. 50 f. 

2 Jahn, S. Methodii Opp, 1865; Pars II. S. Methodius Platonizans, 1865; 
Bonwetsch, M. von Olympus I. 1 891. Vide also Pitra, Analecta Sacra T. III., IV. 
(see Loofs, Th. L.— Z., 1884, No. 23, col. 556 flf.). Mohler, Patrologie, pp. 680— 
700. MoUer, I.e., p. 724 flf. Salmon Diet, of Christian Biogr. III. p. 909 sq. 

' Besides smaller fragments are found, increased by Pitra. 
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has been preserved in the Slavic language, and only very lately 
been rendered accessible. The personality of Methodius himself, 
with his position in history, is obscure. * But what we do know 
is enough to show that he was able to combine the defence of 
the Rule of Faith as understood by Irenaeus, Hippolytus, and 
TertuUian, - with the most thorough study of Plato's writings 
and the reverent appropriation of Plato's ideas. Indeed he lived 
in these. ' Accordingly, he defended " the popular conception of 
the common faith of the Church'* in an energetic counterblast 
to Origen, and rejected all his doctrines which contained an 
artificial version of traditional principles. * But on the other hand, 
he did not repudiate the basis on which Origen's speculation 
rested. He rather attempted with its presuppositions and method 
to arrive at a result in harmony with the common faith. 
There seems to be no doubt that he took the great work of 
Irenaeus as his model; for the manner in which Methodius has. 
endeavoured to overcome dualism and spiritualism, and to 
establish a speculative realism^ recalls strikingly the undertaking 
of Irenaeus. Like the latter, Methodius sought to demonstrate 
the eternal importance of the natural constitution in spirit and 
body of the creatures made by God ; and he conceived salvation 
not as a disembodying, not in any sense as a division and 
separation, but as a transfiguration of the corporeal, and a union 
of what had been unnaturally divided. He rejected the pessim- 
ism with which Origen had, like the Gnostics, viewed the world 
as it is, the (TV(rTX(7i(; tov y,o<T[^ov^ making it, if a well-ordered 
and necessary prison, yet a prison after all. This he confronted 
with the optimistic conviction, that everything which God has 
created, and as he has created it, is capable of permanence and 

1 See Zahn, Ztschr. f. Kirchengesch. Vol. VIII., p. 15 flf. Place: Olympus in Lycia. 

2 He was ranked in later times with Irenaeus and Hippolytus (see Andreas Caes. 
in prsef. in Apoc, p. 2) and that as a witness to the inspiration of John's Apocalypse, 

3 See Jahn, I.e. 

^ See the long fragments of the writing de resurrectione which was directed 
against Origen, as also the work ire ft rm ysv^r&y, Methodius called Origen a 
"Centaur" (0pp. I. 100, loi), i.e.^ "Sophist," and compared his doctrine with the 
Hydra (I. 86). See the violent attack on the new-fashioned exegetes and teachers 
in De resurr. 8, 9 (Opp I. 67 sq.) and 20, (p. 74), where the oo-tS ^oy{Ta and cr^pKoc^ 
voiiTccQ of Origen's school are ridiculed ; ch. 21, p. 75 ; 39, p. 83. 
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transfiguration. * Accordingly, he opposed Origen's doctrines of 
the pre-existence of souls, the nature and object of the world 
and of corporeality, the eternal duration of the world, a pre- 
mundane Fall, the resurrection as a destruction of the body, etc. 
At the same time he certainly misrepresented them, as, e.g.^ 
Origen*s doctrine of sin, p. 68 sq. Like Irenaeus, Methodius 
introduced curious speculations as to Adam for the purpose 
of establishing realism, ue.^ the maintenance of the literal truth 
of sacred history. Adam was to him the vhole of natural 
humanity, and he assumed, going beyond Irenaeus, that the 
Logos combined the first man created (protoplast) with himself. ^ 

1 See the short argument against Origen, De resurr. 28, p. 78: E/ yap xpetrrov 
rh f4,fi tJvat ToO thou rov xrfo-juov, itk ri rd %6fpov ^pslro voitia'aci rbv xSvfiov 6 
&i6c;\ aAA' olllv 6 Ssoq fjiotraciuq tj %e7pov tTotst. ovkoGv slq to slvcu xatt iiiveiv rHiv 
KTta-tv 6 Ssoi$tSKoa'(4iia'oero. Wisdom I. 14 and Rom. VIII. 19 follow. The fight waged 
by Methodius against Origen presents itself as a continuation of that conducted by 
Irenaeus against the Gnostics. It dealt in part with the same problems, and used 
the same arguments and proofs. The extent to which Origen hellenised the Christian 
tradition was in the end as little tolerated in the Church as the latitude taken by 
the Gnostics. But while Gnosticism was completely ejected in two or three genera- 
tions it took much longer to get rid of Origenism. Therefore, still more of Ori- 
gen's theology passed into the "revealed" system of Church doctrine, than of the 
theology of the Gnostics. 

2 See Conviv. III. 6 (p. 18 sq.) : rxvrifi yocp rov avipcoTov uviiKij^iv 6 ^6yo^^ 
oTTuq ifj it^ uurov xaraAvo-jy rifv Iw' h^Hpa ysyovvtacv xara^/xifv, iiTTvja-ccQ rov '6(ptv, 
iiPM-o^t yocp ju^ ^/' irepov vtxvi&vivou rov voviipov uX?<oc $t^ hxe/vov, iv ^tj kou 1x6^1- 
Toc^ev MTCcryjcuQ ochrov rsrvpuvv^xsvou^ '6rt fivi 2eAAft>$ tjjv df^eeprtuv Awfiifvoi xai rvjv 
xccraxpta-tv $vvecrov l^v, it ju»f Td?<tv 6 acvroQ ixslvoi ccvOpcoTroQy ^i* ^v g'tpy/ro ro "yij 
€t xxt eU y^v aT«Ae;/o-}i," ^veeTrXsccrQeti uviXvert r>iv a%6(^xertv rifv ^<' eeyrbv si^ 
%oivroc(; i%evijvsyfisv^v. ihrwq, xccOci)^ sv r& ''Aiocfi r/rpdrspov vdvrsq uvo^vvia-xovvtv, 
oVrco iff TT^Xiv xou Iv tS divetXii^dri Xpta-r^ rbv ^A^ocpt Trxvre^ ^uoTotiid&a'tv. Still 
clearer is III. 4, where it is expressly denied that Adam is only a type of Christ : 
(peps yocp >ii4s7g eTicrxe^cofJi.eQsc vSi^ bpQoid^u^ uvviyxys rbv *Ahotfi eti rbv Xpterrbv, 
oh (46VOV rvxov echrbv ^yovfitvo^ slvact xott etx6voe, otK?^ot xocl ocvrb roCro Xpio-rbv xou 
uvrbv yeyovivou $tac rb rbv xpb ectuvcov sU ctl/rbv iyxxruaxyi'ifut ?<6yov. ijpfjto^s yap 
rb Tpci)r6yovov roC &eoV xxt vp&rov ^^da-rmua xoci fiovoyevlq rviv a'0<pfocv r&^puro- 
vXdcrru xcci Tpuru xoci 'prpearoydvta rwv Mpayruv Mpu'jru xspoca^sieruv ivyfvQpuTrtixevoctt 
rovro yocp ilvui rbv Xpta-rov, icvSpcoTcov ev axpdrta &s6riirt xxt reXstac TeTXfiptofjLevov 
xocl Bsbv ev avQpu'^ta xexoipyifAevov' Ijv yocp TpeTuiea-rocrov r6v 'prpea-^vrarov r&v 
ociuvcov xoct Tp&rov rc3v oipx»yyeXaiVy avQpu'roii fieXXovrac o*wvoju/A«7v, eig rbv Trpeer- 
^vrocrov xxt xp&rov rm xvOpuyrov eta-otxtaOijvxt rbv ^A^ocfi. See also III. 7 8: Tpo- 
yeyvpivxcrQxt ykp . . . u^ *xpx 6 TpoordTrXxorro^ otxetco^ el^ xvrbv xvxcpipea-dou ivvxrxt rov 
Xpta-rdVy ovxert ruToq ^v xxt onreixxo'fix fi6vov xxt etxwv rov fzovoyevoV^, x^Xx xxixurb 
roCro a-o<Ptx yeyovof^ xxt hdyoi;. hix\\v yocp VixroQ a-vyxepxa-detQ i 'xv^puxoi; r^ erocptx 
Kxi riji ^u^ roCro yeyovevy '6'Kep vjv xlrb rb eti xvrbv eyxxrxa-xii^xv 'dxpecrov <pc3g. 
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This union was conceived as a complete incorporation: "God 
embraced and comprehended in man;'* and, starting from this 
incorporation, the attempt was made to explain redemption in 
terms of a mystical realism. Salvation was not consummated 
in knowledge (Gnosis), but it came to light, already achieved 
for mankind, in the constitution of the God-man. ^ But for this 
very reason Methodius borders, just like Irenaeus, on a mode 
of thought which sees in the incarnation the necessary comple- 
tion of creation, and conceives the imperfection of the first Adam 
to have been natural. ' Adam," 2>., mankind, was before Christ 
still in a plastic condition, capable of receiving any impression 
and liable to dissolution. Sin, which had exclusively an external 
source, had therefore an easy task ; humanity was first consolidated 
in Christ. In this way freedom is retained, but we easily see 
that Origen*s idea of sin was more profound than that of 
Methodius. ' The fantastic realism of the latter*s view is carried 
out in his speculations on the transference of salvation from 

1 Yet see, under, the new turn given to the speculation. 

2 S. Conviv. III. 5: 'irt yhp Ttf^ovpyovfJLgvov rov 'AJ^/ea, ug 'iartv siyre7v, xoci 
TifKT^v *6vroe roct viocpijy Koct ju»f^eT« ^$^a«vTae $iKifv darp^KOv r^ ci^Oxpa-iac xpecrxtu- 
diivut Koct r/raym^vivetty V$wp Ua-rfrep KKTOcXet^oiiiv^ KOtt KXfrxa-r^^ova-oc hs?<vasv xvrh 
>l ufioipTix. $tb $ii T^A/v Hvatiev oivoc^eveav kou "jr^jhoxhxa-T&v rhv uutov sit; rif4,fjv 6 
&€6q hv rifi TTxpOsvtx^ Mpxratuaaci Trp&rov kxi tij^x^ (^^rpx xxl avvgvdoax^ xx) 
9vyKep^ffX(i Ttji ?ioytay 'xryixTOv xx) xQpxva-rov e%viyxyev el^ rbv ^lov^ Yvx juif tt^A/v 
ToT; Tjfc ^Qop&Q 'i^ooUv eTtx^vo-OsU feuiu,xo'tv^ rtfxeidvx yevvviax^ hxTga-ifl. Methodius, 
like Ircnaeus, gave much study to Paul's Epistles, because they were especially 
quoted by Origea and his school (see ch. 51 fin., p. 90); on the difficulties which 
he felt see De resurr. 26, p. 77; 38, p. 83. 

3 The expositions of concupiscence, sin, and death, are distinguished very 
strongly from those of Origen. (For death as means of salvation see De resurr. 
23, 49). They resemble the discussions of Irenjeus, only Methodius maintains — a 
sign of the times — that sinlessness is impossible even to the Christian. See De 
resurr. 22 (I., p. 75) : ^Svtoq yxp 'irt roC eruf^xrog Tpb roV re&vij^eer&xt av^ijv xv^yxnf 
xxt rijv xfixpr/xv, *iv$ov rxi; pit^x^ xurvn ev viiuv xToxp^yrrova-xv^ el xxi 'i%uUv rof4,x:g 
Tx7i XTO T&v erca^povta-ixSv xxt r&v vovOsTijff-scov xvearih^iSro, erfret ohx xv fierx rb 
^UTta-diivxt a-vvepxtvev x$tKs7v, aire TXvrx'JcxtTiv slhtxptvQ^ x(pi(tpmiivii^ x<P' iii^eov rvii 
xfixpTiXi' vGv $i xxt fiSTX rb TtanCerxt xxi STt rh V^eap h?i&e7v roC xyvtcrfzov toA- 
a4x/c ev x(4xpTixtQ '6vreQ evpta-xdfjteOx' ovSetQ yhp oVtcdq xixxpr/xq exrbq eivxt ixvrbv 
otxvx^^^TXtj UQ fjiifi^ x&v evOvfjLif^iivxt to a-vvokov 2fA«5 rifv x^txixv. To this concep- 
tion corresponds the view of Methodius that Christianity is a cultus of mysteries, 
in which consecration is unceasingly bestowed on the reheiov^ievot. Methodius 
also referred Rom. VII. 18 f. to those born again. 
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Christ to individuals. The deep sleep of the Protoplast is paral- 
leled in the second Adam by the sleep of death. Now as Eve 
was formed from, and was part of the being of sleeping Adam, 
so the Holy Spirit issued from Christ lying in the sleep of death, 
and was part of his being ; * and from him the Church was 
fashioned. " The Apostle has excellently applied the history of 
"Adam to Christ. So we will require to say with him that the 
" Church is of the bone and flesh of Christ, since for her sake 
"the Logos left the Heavenly Father, and came down that he 
"might cleave to his spouse; and he fell asleep unconscious 
"of suffering, dying voluntarily for her, that he might present 
" the Church to himself glorious and faultless, after he had purified 
"her by the bath; so that she might receive the spiritual and 
" blessed seed, which he himself, instilling and implanting, scatters 
" into the depths of the Spirit, whom the Church receives and, 
"fashioning, develops like a spouse, that she may bear and 
" rear virtue. For in this way the word is also excellently ful- 
" filled *Grow and increase*; since the Church increases daily 
"in greatness, beauty, and extent; because the Logos dwells 
"with her, and holds communion with her, and he even now 
"descends to us, and in remembrance (Anamnesis) of his suffering 
"(continually) dies to himself. For not otherwise could the 
"Church continually conceive believers in her womb, and bear 
"them anew through the bath of regeneration, unless Christ 
"were repeatedly to die, emptying himself for the sake of each 
"individual, in order to find acceptance by means of his sufferings 
" continuing and completing themselves ; unless, descending from 
"heaven, and united with his spouse, the Church, he imparted 
" from his own side a certain power, that all who are edified 
"in him should attain growth, those, namely, who, born again 
"through baptism, have received flesh of his flesh, bone of his 

^ The allegory receives another version 0pp. I., p. 119: /ttjf t«c ccpot »i rpeic; 
ccvTXt tQv TpoydvoDv xs<poiXa.i Tao-ttg rvit; MpuTcdT^roQ cf^oovatot vTCoa-roiereiQ x«t' 
elxdvoe rtvdi, ug xact Mfflo^/w $0Ke7 — the passage occurs in Anastasius Sin. ap. Mai, 
Script. Vet. N. Coll. IX. p. 619 — rvTiKUQ yeydyxai t^q ay/a^ Koct df^oova^ov rptec- 
^05, roC julv uvxtriov xut icysvvijTOv 'A5«ju tvtov xcct etx^vx 'ix^^'^^^i "^^^ uvxtriov 
xat 'pravrcov cchiov xocvroxpxTopoc; &soC xut TXTpd^, roV $i yevvviroV vhV otvroG 
sfxSvx TpohxypoccpovroQ roV ysvvifToV uioV xat X6yov rov QsoV. riig 5J exTropeuriiQ 
EVaq a-*iiu,xt)f3verif^ rifv roV ayiov TvsvjjtxroQ exTTopevryiv uTroffrxa-iv. 
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" bone, i.e^y of his holiness and glory. He, however, who calls 
"bone and flesh wisdom and virtue, speaks truly; but the side 
** is the Spirit of truth, the Paraclete, from whom the enlightened 
** receiving their portion are born again, in a worthy manner, to 
"immortality. But no one can participate in the Holy Spirit, 
"and be accounted a member of Christ, unless the Logos has 
"first descended upon him, and, falling asleep, has 'emptied' 
"himself, that he, rising again and rejuvenated, along with him 
"who fell asleep for his sake, and re-fashioned in his own 
"person, may participate in the Holy Spirit. For the side (TrAfyjoi) 
" of the Logos is really the spirit of truth, the seven-formed 
"of the prophet, from whom God, in accordance with the self- 
" sacrifice of Christ, that is, the incarnation and suffering of Christ, 
" takes away something, and fashions for him his spouse, in 
"other words, souls fit for him and prepared like a bride.*'' 
Methodius accordingly, starts in his speculations from Adam and 
Eve as the real types of Christ and the Church ; but he then 
varies this, holding that the individual soul rather must become 
the bride of Christ, and that for each the descent of the Logos 
from heaven and his death must be repeated^-mysteriously and 
in the heart of the believer. 

This variation became, and precisely through the instrumentality 
of Methodius, of eminent importance in the history of dogma.^ 
We would not have had in the third century all the premises 
from which Catholic Christianity was developed in the following 
centuries, unless this speculation had been brought forward, or, 
been given a central place, by a Christian theologian of the 
earlier period. // marks nothing less than the tapering of the 
realistic doctrinal system of the Church into the subjectivity of 
monkish mysticism. For to Methodius, the history of the Logos- 
Christ, as maintained by faith, was only the general background 
of an inner history, which required to repeat itself in each be- 
liever: the Logos had to descend from heaven, suffer, die, and 

1 Conviv. III. 8. 

3 It was not altogether absent in earlier times, and on this see ch. V. § 2. As 
we have remarked above, individualism in this extreme form occurs also in Origen; 
see, e.g.^ "De orat." 17.: "He who has perceived the beauty of the bride whom 
the Son of God loves as bridegroom, namely, the soul." 
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rise again for him. Nay, Methodius already formulated his view 
to the effect that every believer must, through participation i?t 
Christy be born as a Christ. ^ The background was, however, 
not a matter of indifference, seeing that what took place in the 
' individual must have first taken place in the Church. The Churchy 
accordingly y was to be revered as mother^ by the individual 
soul which was to become the bride of Christ, In a word : here 
we have the theological speculation of the future monachism 
of the Churchy and we see why it could not but pair with the 
loftiest obedience, and greatest devotion to the Church. 

But the evidence that we have really here the fundamental 
features of the monkish mysticism of the Church, is contained 
in the correct perception of the final object of the work from 
which the above details are taken. The whole writing seeks to 
represent the state of virginity as the condition of Christlikeness 
(I. S, p. 13). Everything is directed to this end; yet marriage 
is not forbidden, but is admitted to possess a mystery of its 
own. Unstained virginity is ranked high above the married 
state; towards it all Christians must strive; it is the perfectly 
Christian life itself. Yet Methodius succeeds in maintaining, 
beside it, marriage and sin-stained birth from the flesh (II. i sq.). 
He had already arrived at the position of Catholic monasticism ; 
the body belonging to the soul that would be the bride of 
Christ must remain virgin. The proper result of the work of 
Christ is represented in the state of virginity of the believers 
who still walk upon earth, and it is the bloom ofimperishable- 
ness : ** Exceedingly great and wonderful and glorious is virginity, 
** and to speak plainly, following Holy Scripture, this most noble 

^ Conviv. VIII. 8: 'Eya> yh^ rhv icfosvoe (Apoc. XII. l f.) tocvt^ ysvvxv tipti' 
aO«i voiJtiXM T)f V gxxA»fo-/av, hyrsiSii rov^ %«paxTifpac koci rifv SKrvTraa-tv xoci tv,v 
appsvoDTTtxv roV Xpta-rov '7rpoff?<aifi^^vovffiv 0/ ^6DTt^6(zevoiy rvi^ x«fl* dfioiaxriv iiop^vit; 
ev cci/ToT^ eKTVTTOviJtevii^ rov ?<6yov ko.) Iv uhroti yevvM^ivt^c; Kocrk r>iv uKpi^ii yv&triv 
KOI t/(tt/v laa-re iv eK^a-Tia ysvvdta-Qat rlv Xpta-riv voijt&q- kou $tk roCro >i eKKAtfo-ix 
a"7rocpy& koci d)$.vst^ ixexptTT^P ^v 6 Xpta-r^Q iv injCiv fiop(^ai(^\ji yevvtiQe/^y b'TTwq 'iKxaro^ 
T&v uy'mv T^ ^isrixBiv Xpta-roV XpiirroQ yewtfO^, Kud^ iv ^oyov xeci 'iv rtvt ypa(p^ 
^iperoci " /Lc»f oi^^He reSv Xptcrr&v fiov " oiovst Xpi<rr&v ygyovoruv t&v xecrk fierov- 
viotv ToC TTvstjfjLocTO^ sl^ Xpio-rhv ^e^wTTTttrfiivuv, a-vfz^ac^/iOva-iiQ ivrccGQcc rjjv iv r^ 
?<6y<fi rp^vua-tv ccuruv Kxt (xerotfxdpipooa'/v tvii; iKKXiiO'iocq. Even Tertullian teaches 
(Oe pud. 22) that the martyr who does what Christ did, and lives in Christ, is 
Christ. 
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"and fair practice is alone the ripe result, the flower and first 
" fruits, of incorruption, and therefore the Lord promises to admit 
"those who have preserved their virginity into the kingdom of 
** heaven ... for we must understand that virginity, while walking 
" upon the earth, reaches the heavens " : [^syxXvi rig fVr/v vTspCpvug 
y,x) 6xv(J(,X(TTyi kx) h'So^og vj Trxpisvix, zx) fJ XP^ (pxvepooq eiTrsiv 
eTTOfJi^hviv TxTg xyixig ypxCj^xTg, to ovdxp ryjg xCpixp(rlxg y.x) to xv6og 

)CX) Vl XTTXpXh xifTyji; TOVTO to XpKXTOV KX) y.XKXl(TTOV iTTiTii^evfix 

(jLOvov Tyy%ii/£/, y,x) 'Six txutx kx) o jcvpiog iig rJjv (oxtriKsixv she- 
KxfTXi Tm oupxvoov Tovg XTTOTTxp^svevfTXVTxg (T(pxg xvTOvg eTTxy/sK- 
XsTxi . . . , TTxpisvixv yxp (Sxlvsiv (Jih fV) ^i}^, sTn^pxveiv Vs toov 
oupxvoov yiyvjTeQV (Conv. I. I, p. il). 

Methodius started from other premises than the school of 
Origen, and bitterly opposed the latter, but in the end he came 
to the same practical result — witness the followers of Hieracas. 
Their speculations also led to the depreciation of the objective 
redemption, and to monachism. But the concrete forms were 
very different. In Origen himself and his earliest disciples the 
Church was by no means really the mother, or, if it were, it 
was in a wholly different sense from that of Methodius. Ascet- 
icism and in particular virginity were not in themselves valuable, 
an end in themselves, but means to the end. Finally, Gnosis 
(knowledge) was different from Pistis (faith), and the ideal was 
the perfect Gnostic, who is freed from all that is alien and 
fleeting, and lives in the eternal and abiding. Methodius' teaching 
was different. Pistis and Gnosis were related to each other as 
theme and exposition: there is only one truth, which is the 
same for all ; but on the soil of the Church there is room for 
the state of virginity, which is the goal of the incarnation, ^o\x^ 
all may not yet reach it. The important and momentous 
achievement of Methodius ^ consisted in subordinating a realistic 
Church theology, which yet was not destitute of a speculative 
phase, and even made a moderate use of the allegorical method, 

1 The theology of Methodius was in the Eastern Church, like TertuUian's in 
the West, a prophecy of the future. His method of combining tradition and 
speculation was not quite attained even by the Cappadocians in the 4th century. 
Men like Cyril of Alexandria were the first to resemble him. In Methodius we 
have already the final stage of Greek theology. 
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to the practical object of securing virginity, a life in which God 
and Christ were imitated, (Conv. I. 5, p. 13: to imitate God 
is to escape from corruption [o/u^oicoa-ig 0£c5 (pdop^g ocTroCpvyv}]'^ 
Christ is not only arch-shepherd and arch-prophet [xpx^^^^f^^^^ 
ipXi7rpo(p'^T^g]y but also archetypal virgin [dpxtTrxpiivog]). This 
doctrine, as well as the practical attitude of Hieracas, and many 
other features, as, e.^., the considerably earlier Pseudo-Clementine 
epistles "De virginitate,*' * prove that the great aspiration of 
the time in the East was towards monachism, and Methodius 
succeeded in uniting this with a Church theology. In spite of his 
polemic against Origen he did not despise those phases of the 
latter's theology, which were at all compatible with the traditional 
comprehension of religious doctrine. Thus he accepted the 
doctrine of the Logos implicitly in the form given to it by 
Origen*s school, without, of course, entangling himself in the 
disputed terminology (see, e.£'.y De creat. 11, p. 102); so far as 
I know, he made no express defence of Chiliasm, in spite of the 
high value he put on the Apocalypse. He is even said by 
Socrates (H. E. VI. 13) to have admired Origen, in one of his 
latest writings, **a sort of recantation" (w^ ezTrxXivcfl^ixg). How- 
ever that may be, the future belonged not to Origen, nor to 
the scientific religion that soared above faith, but to compromises, 
such as those, stamped with monachism, which Methodius 
concluded, to the combination of realistic and speculative elements, 
of the objectivity of the Church and the mysticism of the 
monks. " The great fight in the next decades was undoubtedly 
to be fought out between two forms of the doctrine of the 
Logos; the one, that of Lucian the martyr and his school, 
which had adopted elements distinctive of Adoptianism, and the 
other, professed by Alexander of Alexandria and the Western 
theologians, which with Sabellianism held fast the unity of the 
divine nature. But, in the case of the majority of Eastern 

1 See Funk, Patr. App. 0pp. II., pp. i — 27, and Harnack, Sitzungsberichte d. 
Preuss. Akad. d. Wissensch. 1891, p. 361 ff. 

2 On the authority of Methodius in later times, see the Testimonia Veterum in 
Jahn, 1. c. I., p. 6 sq. The defence of Origen against Methodius by Pamphilus and 
Eusebius has unfortunately been preserved only to a very small extent. SeeRouth, 
Reliq. S. IV., p. 339 sq. 
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Christians in the 4th century, the background or basis of these 
opposite views was formed, not by a theology purely Origenist, 
but by one of compromise, which had resulted from a combina- 
tion of the former with the popular idea of the rules of faith, 
and which sought its goal, not in an absolute knowledge and 
the calm confidence of the pious sage, but in virginity, ecclesias- 
ticism, and a mystical deification. Men like Methodius became 
of the highest consequence in the development of this theological 
genus, which, indeed, could not but gain the upper hand more 
and more, from the elemental force of factors existent in the 
Church.* 

But while as regards Origen*s theology reservations may have 
gradually grown stronger and more numerous in the course of 
the next decades, theological speculation aimed in the East, 
from about 250 — 320, at a result than which nothing grander 
or more assured could be imagined. In the West the old, short, pjf 
Creed was retained, and, except in one case, ^ the Christological • 
conflicts did not induce men to change it. But in the leading 
Churches of the East, and during the given period, the Creeds 
were expanded by theological additions^ ' a7id thus exegetical and 
speculative theology was introduced into the Apostolic faith 
itself * Thus, in the Catholic Churches of the East, this 

* It is instructive to notice how Athanasius has silently and calmly shelved 
those doctrines of Origen which did not harmonise with the wording of the rule 
of faith, or allegorised facts whose artificial interpretation had ceased to be tolerated. 

2 See above, p. 75. 

3 It is possible, and indeed probable, that Creeds were then set up for the first 
time in many Churches. The history of the rise of Creeds — further than the Bap- 
tismal formula — in the East is wholly obscure. Of course there always were detailed 
Christological formulas, but the question is whether they were inserted into the 
Baptismal formula. 

4 It has been already pointed out on p. 48, note I, that the Biblical character 
of some of those additions cannot be used against their being regarded as theolo- 
gical and philosophical formulas. The theology of Origen — witness his letter to 
Gregory — was throughout exegetical and speculative; therefore the reception of 
certain Biblical predicates of Christ into the Creeds meant a desire to legitimise the 
speculation which clung to them as Apostolic. The Churches, however, by setting 
up theological Creeds only repeated a development in which they had been anti- 
cipated about 120 years before by the "Gnostics.*' The latter had theologically 
worked out Creeds as early as in the second century. TertuUian, it is true, says of 
the Valentinians (adv. Valent. I.) ^^ cotnmunem fidem affirmant^'' /.^., they adapt 

8 
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theology was for ever fused with the faith itself. A striking 
example has been already quoted; those six Bishops who 
wrote against Paul of Samosata in the seventh decade of the 
third century, submitted a Rule of Faith, which had been elabor- 
ated philosophically and theologically, as the faith handed down 

themselves to the common faith; but he himself relates (De came, 20; see Iren. I. 7,2) 
that they preferred "J/a M«/)/ac" to "ex Map/ac"; in other words, of these two 
prepositions, which were still used without question even in Justin's time, they, on 
theological grounds, admitted only the one. So also they said "Resurrection from 
the dead " instead of " of the body." Irenaeus as well as Tertullian has spoken of 
the "blasphemous" regula of the Gnostics and Marcionites which were always 
being changed (Iren. I. 21 5, III. 11 3, I. 31 3; II praef.; II. 19 8, III. 16, i, 5; 
Tertull., De prsescr. 42; Adv. Valent. 4; Adv. Marc. I. i, IV. 5, IV. 17). We can 
still partly reconstruct these "Rules'* from the Philosoph. and the Syntagma of 
Hippolytus (see esp. the regula of Apelles in Epiphan. H. XLIV. 2). They have 
mutatis mutandis the most striking similarity to the oriental confessions of faith 
published since the end of the third century; compare, e.g.^ the Creed, given under, 
of Gregorius Thaumaturgus with the Gnostic rules of faith which Hippolytus had 
before him in the Philosoph. There is, further, a striking affinity between them in 
the fact that the ancient Gnostics already appealed in support of their regula to 
secret tradition, be it of one of the Apostles or all, yet without renouncing the 
attestation of these rules by Holy Scripture through the spiritual (pneumatic) method 
of Exegesis. Precisely the same thing took place in the Eastern Churches of the 
next age. For the tenor and phrasing of the new Creeds which seemed to be 
necessary, the appeal to Holy Scripture was even here insufBcient, and it was 
necessary to resort to special revelations, as in the case alluded to, p. 115, note 3, 
or to a Txp^Soa-ti *oiypoc(po^ of the Church. That the new theology and Christology 
had found their way into the psalms sung in the Church, can be seen from the 
Synodal document on Paul of Samosata (Euseb. VII. 30, 11), where it is said of 
the Bishop: ^x?<iiovi rov^ filv tU t^v xCpiov iifi&v 'I. Xp. ^rocvo-ug u^ JjJ vearipov^ 
xaci vscoTipuv av$pS}v ervyypocfuiKToi; i.e.^ Paul set aside those Church songs which 
contained the philosophical or Alexandrian christology. In this respect also the 
Church followed the Gnostics: compare in the period immediately following, the 
songs of Arius, on the one hand, and the orthodox hymns on the other; for we 
know of Marcionite, Valentinian, and Bardesanian psalms and hymns. (See the close 
of the Muratorian Fragment, further my investigations in the Ztschr. f. wissensch. 
TheoL, 1876, p. 109 ff.; Tertull., De Came Chr. 17 ; Hippol., Philos. VI. 37; the 
psalms of Bardesanes in Ephraim ; the Gnostic hymns in the Acts of John and 
Thomas, in the Pistis Sophise, etc.). It is self-evident that these psalms contained 
the characteristic theology of the Gnostics; this also appears from the fragments 
that have been preserved, and is very clearly confirmed by Tertullian, who says of 
Alexander the Valentinian (I.e.): ^'^ sedremisso Alexandra cum suis syllogismis^eiiam 
cum Psalmis Valentini^ quos magna impudentia^ quasi idonei alicuius auctoris 
interserity The scholastic form of the Church was more and more complete in 
the East in the second half of the third century, after one school, that of the 
Alexandrian Catechists, had fiualiy succeeded in partly insinuating its teaching into 
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in the holy Catholic Church from the Apostles. ^ But we possess 
numerous other proofs. Gregory of Nyssa tells us that from the 
days of Gregory Thaumaturgus till his own, the Creed of the 
latter formed the foundation of the instruction given to catechu- 
mens in Neo-Caesarea. But this Creed ^ was neither more nor 
less than a compendium of Origen's theology, ^ which, here, 

the Church. Where Valentine Basilides, etc., had absolutely failed, and Bardesanes 
partly succeeded, the School of Origen had been almost entirely successful. It is 
very characteristic that the ecclesiastical parties which opposed each other in the 
third century applied the term "school" {h$ee<rKx?is7ov) as an opprobrious epithet 
to their antagonists. This term was meant to signify a communion which rested 
on a merely human, instead of a revealed doctrine. But the Church nearly approx- 
imated, in respect of doctrine, to the form of the philosophic schools, at the 
moment when her powerful organisation destroyed every analogy with them, and 
when the possession of the two Testaments marked her off definitely from them. 
Much might be said on "schola" and "ecclesia"; a good beginning has been 
made by Lange, Haus und Halle, 1885, p. 288 ff. See also v. Wilamowitz-MoUen- 
dorff, "Die rechtliche Stellung der Philosophenschulen," 1881. 

1 See also the document in Eusebius, H. E. VIII. 30, 6, where it is said of Paul: 
oiToa-rccQ tov kxv6vo^ Itf) xi^^ij^oe xxi v6Bx hihxyiiocroc /LcgrfAifAffifv. 

2 Caspari, 1. c. IV., p. 10. 27. Hahn, § 114. 

3 It runs: Ele ©eoe, Tccriip ?<6yov ^uvro^, <ro<piaQ v^ea-ruo-yiQ Koct $vv^(X€cuq K»t 
Xotpxarvipo^ eci$iov, rixsto^ reXeiov ysvvijTup, Trxriip viov fiovoysvo^^^ eT*; avpio^^ 
f4,6vo^ €K fzdvovj 0eoc ex ®€oC^ %«paxT»fp Koct stxcav rvi<i dedrtfTOQ, ?^6yo(i evspyd^, a-o^/cc 
rijQ Tc3v (J^cov a-va-r^a-euQ TreptSKTiK^ xoci ^vvotfii^ rvj^ i^A>f$ Kria-eut; 'pronfrtKii^ vioq 
^Aifd/vo^ x^ijdivoV 7rocrp6^t x6potTO(i uopdcrov xxt ii<pOceproi a<pQccpTOv xou Mocvoctoq Mot- 
voirov xoci Mho^ oii^iov. Kxi ''h Trvsvfxoi aytov, hx &€oC rijv \jxocp%iv '^%ov xxt $t^ vioV 
Tecpyivo^ [JjfAaJjf to7(; xv&pcoTToiCily slxo)v roO vtov^ reXsiov rsKiict^ ^wii t^uvrav ocirioc^ 
[TTjfyjf »yix\ oiyidrm ccyiOi<r[zov ^opif-y^e, Iv $ (puvspoCrau ®s6g 6 TrxTyjp 6 STCt ttccvtcov 
xui ev tSco-i, xau ®eb^ 6 vioq 6 hoc rfroivTUv-Tptxi; re^s/oi, ^6%i(i xxi uili6r\jTi xoit 
^eca-i^^sioi i^ii f^spt^ofxsvii i^ij^l uTFuhhorpiOVfievii. OVre oZv xrto-rdv rt If $oV?<ov hv r^ 
rpi^hiy o\jTS eyrs/a-xxrcv^ <uq Trpdrspov i^h ohx vTrxpxov, va-rspov $i eTstos^Qdv oVts 
yap evs/iiTTs Tore vioQ TFxrpi oVrs viia Trvei/jua, «AA' 'drpsTrroQ xoct uvu/iKoidDTO^ m 
xhrvf rpiati otst. It ought to be distinctly noticed that the genuineness of this Creed 
is, in spite of Caspari's brilliant defence, not raised above all doubt. But the 
external and internal evidence in support of its authenticity seem to me over- 
whelming. According to Gregory of Nyssa it was said to have been revealed to 
Gregory Thaumaturgus immediately before entering on his Bishopric, by the 
Virgin Mary and the Apostle John. If this legend is old, and there is nothing to 
show it is not, then we may regard it as proving that this confession of faith could 
only be introduced into the Church by the use of extraordinary means. The abstract, 
unbiblical character of the Creed is noteworthy ; it is admirably suited to a follower of 
Origen like Gregory; but it is less suited to a post-Nicene Bishop. Origen himself 
would hardly have approved of so unbiblical a Creed. It points to a time in which 
there was imminent danger of theological speculation relaxing its connection with 
the Books of Revelation. 
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was thus introduced into the faith and instruction of the 
Church. Further, it is clear from the letter of Alexander of 
Alexandria to Alexander of Constantinople, that the Church of 
Alexandria possessed at that time a Creed which had been 
elaborated theologically. * After the Bishop has quoted extensive 
portions of it, which he describes as " the whole pious Apostolic 
doctrine" {Trxtrx vi oi7ro(TTO>,iyyi svtTs^vi:; ^o^x), he closes with the 
words " these things we teach and preach, that is the Apostolic 
dogmas of the Church" {txvtx ^t^xtncofji^sv^ txvtx y.vipvTT0[j(.6v^ 
TXUTX T>jg £KicX>](rlxg rx x7ro(TToKiy,x ^oyfjt^XTx), But these dogmas 
belong to Origen*s theology. Finally, we perceive from the 
Nicene transactions, that many Churches then possessed Creeds, 
which contained the Biblical theological formulas of Origen. 
We may assert this decidedly of the Churches of Caesarea, 
Jerusalem, and Antioch. ' The entire undertaking of the Fathers 

^ See Theodoret, H. E. I. 4 ; Hahnj 1. c, § 65 : Tlivrevofiev^ uq t^ uvoo-to^ik^ 
€KKXiia-toc $0Ks7, siQ fi.6vov ayivv)jTOv fFetripei^ oh^ivet roG shxi ethr^ rhv eiiriov 
*^Xovrx . . . xai sIq %vx xvpiov 'IifO-oCv Xpto-rdv, rov vfov roC 0«o0 rhv fiovoyev^^ yev- 
vfl&Bvra ovK ex roV i^tij 'Svtoq, ^AA* hx roG '6vT0(i Tctrpdi • • • ^P^C ^^ '^^ sure^st raCrifi 
'JFspi fcotrplt; Koii vtoG ^^|jj, kcc^mq imuQ oil ^$iou ypu^oii hi^a-xova-iv, 'iv 'rvsGiioi oiytov 
SfioKoyoGfiev^ rd xouvivotv tovq re riJQ ^xAxt&Q StxdijKfiQ uy/ov^ MpuTovQ Kxt tovq 
'ryiQ xpifftar/J^ot/o-jfc ksuv^q vouievrk^ Oe/ovQ, fifxv xeu fi6v)jv KX&oAtKijVy rijv utovto- 
KiKviv exK^tia-taVt xxa&afpsrov /uifv asf^ kocv v&q 6 xda-fiOQ xvt^ -proAsfielv ^ovKsC^rxt . . . 
yierk TO^TCov ri^v sk vixp^v iv^o-rxo-tv dl^ufisy, ^i i'focpx^ ysyovtv 6 xvptOQ i\fi&v 
'I. Xp., 0-01101 (popia-otQ iAifdiSc xoti oh loxvivet ex riJQ ^ior6xov (one of the earliest 
passages, of which we are certain, for this expression; yet it was probably already 
used in the middle of the third century; a treatise was also written vtp) TiJQhorS- 
xov by Pierius) Motp/ct^y It/ a-vvrsXstu r&v cttcovoov^ iU uUr^viv ufixpr/ocQt ^t$iifiiia-xQ 
r^ ysvei r&v xvQpuTUVj o-rxvpuhiQ xui iTo&xvuv, ^AA* ov ii^ rxGrx rtii exvroG 
dsdrvfTOQ iJTTUv ysysviifJtivoi^ avxo-rk^ ex vexpSiv^ ivpcXiffi^Oet^ ev obpuvoi^^ xxi^fievoQ 
ev ^e%t& riji fieyxAua-vvfiQ. 

2 The Csesarean Creed in Athanasius, Socrates, Theodoret and Gelasius, see 
Hahn, § 1 16 and Hort, Two Dissertations, pp. 138, 139. It runs: Uio-revofiev eh 
'evx ®ehv xxrepx TxvTOxp&Topx^ rov r&v x^^vrcov Spxr&v re xxt ioparuv voi^rviv. 
Kou etQ 'ivx xvptov 1 Xp., rhv roG ®eoG x6yov, 0ebv ex @eoG, ^St^ ex <Peor6Qy ^eoijv 
ex ^CDvJQt vlh fiovoyevij, Trpurdroxov v£o-vii xrheu^y vpl w4vt«v r&v xwvuv ex roG 
vxrpoi yeyevvtifjtevov, ^/' oZ xxt eyevero rk v&vrx' rov $tx Ttfv fifierepxv a-uriipfxv 
a-xpxeodevTX xxi ev xvdpuToti 'JFoKirevv^fievoVy xxt Tx^dvrx, xxt xvoto-r&vrx r^ rpirifl 
iifiepXy xxt uveMvTx vphQ rov Trxrepx, xxt {{l^ovrx t^Kiv ev ^6%^ xp7vou ^^vrx^ xxt 
vexpov^. Kxt etQ wveGf^x xytov. This Creed is also remarkable from its markedly 
theological character. On the Creeds of Antioch and Jerusalem, which are at any 
rate earlier then A.D. 325, see Hort, (I.e. 73) and Hahn, § 63. We cannot appeal, 
as regards the phrasing, to the so-called Creed of Lucian (Hahn, § 115). Yet it is 
extremely probable that it is based on a Creed by Lucian. 
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of the Nicene Council to set up a theological Creed to be ob- 
served by the whole Church, would have been impossible, had 
not the Churches, or at least the chief Churches, of the East 
already been accustomed to such Symbols. These Churches 
had thus passed, in the generations immediately preceding 
the Nicene, through a Creed-forming period, to which little 
attention has hitherto been paid. In its beginning and its 
course it is wholly obscure, but it laid the foundation for 
the development of theological dogmatics, peculiar to the 
Churchy in the fourth and fifth centuries. It laid the foundation 
— for the following epoch was distinguished from this one by 
the fact that the precise definitions demanded by the doctrine 
of redemption, as contained within the frame- work of Origen*s 
theology, were fixed and made exclusive. Thus the dangers 
were guarded against, which rose out of the circumstance, that 
the philosophical theory of God, and the idea of the Logos 
which belonged to it, had been received into the system of J) 
religion, i.e,^ the Neo-platonic method and circle of ideas had 
been legitimised, without the traditional tenets of the faith having 
been sufficiently protected against them. In the new Creeds of 
the period 260 — 325 we find the conditions to hand for a system 
of religion based on the philosophical doctrine of God, a system 
specifically belonging to the Church, completely expressed in 
fixed and technical terms, and scientific. We find the condi- 
tions ready — but nothing more, or less. But it was also due to 
the Creeds that in after times every controversy of the schools 
necessarily became a conflict that moved and shook the Church 
to its very depths. The men, however, who in the fourth and 
fifth centuries made orthodox dogma, were undoubtedly influenced, 
to a greater degree than their predecessors of from A.D. 260 — 
315, by specifically Church ideas; and their work, if we measure 
it by the mixture of ideas and methods which they received 
from tradition, was eminently a conservative reduction and 
securing of tradition, so far as that was still in their possession. 
It was really a new thing, a first step of immeasurable 
significance, when Athanasius staked his whole life on the re- 
cognition of a single attribute — the consubstantiality — of Christ, 
and rejected all others as being liable to pagan misinterpretation. 
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At the beginning of the fourth century, Rules of Faith and 
theology were differently related to each other in the Churches 
of the East and West. In the latter, the phraseology of the 
primitive Creed was strictly adhered to, and a simple antignostic 
interpretation was thought sufficient, by means of formulas like 
'^Father, Son, and Spirit: one God'' — "Jesus Christ, God and 
man'' — "Jesus Christ, the Logos, wisdom, and power of God " — 
In the former, theological formulas were admitted into the Con- 
fession of Faith itself, which was thus shaped into a theological 
compendium ostensibly coming from the Apostles. But in both 
cases, the personal reality, and, with it, the pre-existence of the 
divinity manifested in Christ, were recognised by the vast 
majority ; * they were included in the instruction given to Cate- 
chumens; they furnished the point of view from which men 
sought to understand the Person of Christ. And, accordingly, 
the accurate definition of the relation of the Deity to that other 
divine nature which appeared on earth necessarily became the 
chief problem of the future. 

* See the interesting passage in Eusebius' letter to his Church, in which he 
( sophistical ly) so defends the rejection of the ouk ^v wpo rov yevvvi'^viveu^ as to fall 
back upon the universally recognised pre-existence of Christ (Theodoret, H. E. 1. 12). 
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rat $i o'xso'tt (ptXtccQ xpcerovfitvx vvspeetvgyrxt, 
Paul of Samosata. 

Ohne Autoritat kann der Mensch nicht exisliren, 
und doch bringt sie ebensoviel Irrthuni als 
Wahrheit mit sich ; sie verewigt im Einzelnen, 
was einzeln voriibergehen sollte, lehnt ab und 
lasst voriibergehen, was festgehalten werden 
soUte, und ist hauptsiichlich Uisache dass die 
Menschheit nicht vom Flecke kommt. 
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BOOK I. 

THE HISTORY OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF DOGMA 

AS THE DOCTRINE OF THE GOD-MAN ON THE 

BASIS OF NATURAL THEOLOGY. 

CHAPTER I. 

HISTORICAL SITUATION. * 

The first main division of the history of dogma closed with 
the adoption of the Logos doctrine as the central dogma of the 
Church, and with the accompanying revision in the East of the old 
formulas of the faith under the influence of philosophical theology. 
The testament of primitive Christianity — the Holy Scriptures — and 
the Testament of Antiquity— Neoplatonic speculation — were in- 
timately and, as it seemed, inseparably connected in the great 
Churches of the East. The system of doctrine established by 
the Church in the third century corresponded to the Church 
whose structure appeared complete in the same period. As the 
political powers of the Roman Empire were conserved in the 
Catholic Church, so also were the spiritual forces of Antiquity 
in its faith. Both required to be invested with divine lustre in 
order to live through storms and amid universal ruin. ^ But 
Christianity was by no means completely Hellenised in Catho- 
licism; that is proved, if we needed proof, by the attacks of 

1 Walch, Entw. einer vollst. Historic der Ketzereien, 1762 ff. Hefele, Koncilien- 
gesch., 2 Rd. I. — IV. Histories of the Roman Empire by Tillemont, Gibbon, Ricliter 
und Rauke (Weltgesch., Bd. IV. und V.). R^ville, Die Religion z. Rom unter den 
Severem (German translation by Kruger, 1888). V. Schultze, Gesch. des Unter- 
gangs des griechisch-romischen Heidenthums, 2 Bde., 1887 f. Boissier, La fin du 
paganisme, 2 Bde. 1891. Dorner, Entw.-Gesch. d. L. v. d. Person Christi, 11., 1853. 
H. Schultz, Die L. v. d. Gottheit Christi, 1881. Gass, Symbolik d. griech. Kirche, 
1872. Kattenbuch, Lehrbuch d. vergleichenden Konfessionskunde. I Bd., 1890. 
Denz'nger, Ritus Orientalium, 2 Bde. 1863 ^• 

2 Tiele, Kompendium der Relig. Gesch. (German transl.), p. 283: "the Catholic 
Church is the secular Roman rule, modified and consecrated by Christian ideas.*' 
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122 HISTORY OF DOGMA [Chap. i. 

Porphyry and Julian. Undoubtedly all the institutions and ideas 
felt to be necessary were included in the '* Apostolic tradition " 
to an increasing extent. But since a place had been given in 
that tradition to the O. T. and the written memorials of primitive 
Christianity, these really furnished aids to the comprehension of 
the Gospel, which had certainly been obscured inthc** Gnosis'' 
as well as in the ^^ New Law'\ The theology of Origen, in 
spite of some very earnest attacks upon it, was held in the 
East to be the pattern and the inexhaustible source of the theology 
of the Church, so far as a scientific system was desired. Even its 
opponents, like Methodius, could not escape its influence. From 
its rich store of formulas were more fully elaborated, in opposi- 
tion to what was called Ebionitism and Sabellianism, those 
confessions which were employed in the cultus and instruction 
of the Church, and which, thus enriched, were then invested 
with some sort of Apostolic authority. * The West did not go 
so far; yet it was perfectly defenceless against the ** advances'* 
made by the Church in the Eastern half of the Empire ; for 
certain theological and Christological conceptions to which it 
also clung, made any counter-movement impossible, though many 
teachers, preachers, and apologists went ways of their own, and 
in their doctrines of . Christ and salvation mixed up obselete 
Christian traditions with the popular philosophy of the West. 
Looking to theological metaphysics as wrapped up in the official 
formulas of the Church, the difference was finally only one of 
degree. It showed itself among those less interested and scholarly, 
who were therefore conservative in their instincts and looked 
with distrust on the theology of Origen; they thought with 
perfect simplicity that their own formulas: ** Father, Son, and 
Spirit; one God", "Christ, the Logos, wisdom, and power of 
God'', '^ducB substantice, una persona '\ '* Jesus Christ, God and 
man", constituted the ** faith" which needed no explanation. 
The element of speculative philosophy was as a rule weak in 
the system of religion of the West. In place of it, the West 
of TertuUian possessed a series of juristic "plans" which were 
destined to have a great future. 

In spite of many far-reaching differences in their practical and 

1 See above p. 47 ff., 113 ff. 
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theoretical ' interests, in spite of the development in ecclesiastical 
affairs, Christians in East and West felt that they belonged to 
one united Church. The Novatian and Samosatian controversies 
ultimately resulted in strengthening the consciousness of 
unity,^ even though a not altogether insignificant part of Chris- 
tendom cast itself adrift. These controversies showed plainly 
that the Western and Eastern communities held substantially 
the same position in the world, and that both required to u^e 
the same means to maintain it. Communities everywhere adopted 
the character of the Church of the world. Their union preserved 
all the features of a political society, and, at the same time, 
of a disciplinary institution, equipped with sacred sanctions and 
dreadful punishments, in which individual independence was lost. ^ 
Of course, in proportion as this confederacy of Christians adapted 
itself to civic, national, and political relationships, in order to 
maintain and strengthen itself, the integrity of the Church was 
most gravely imperilled, when these very relationships lost their 
last shreds of unity in the collapse of the Empire. Above all, 
the great cleavage between the Eastern and Western halves of 
the Empire could not fail to be prejudicial to the Church. But 
about the close of the third century the latter, in spite of 
discontent in its midst, held more firmly together than the 
Empire, and its unity was still maintained after the fourth 
century by great Emperors and influential theologians. ^ 

In addition to the episcopal constitution, uniformly and strictly 
carried out, the common basis of the Churches was due to the 
recognition of the same authorities and designs, the uniform 
appreciation of sacramental rites, and the strong tendency to 
asceticism for the sake of a future life. It was, at first, too 
stable for the different forces which threatened to shatter the 
Empire, and also, in consequence, beat upon the Imperial Church. 
But this basis was nevertheless insufficient. It can be easily 
shown that the elements composing it were as incapable ot 

* See on this the correspondence between the oriental Bishops and Julius of 
Rome; Socr., H. E., II. 15; Ep. Julii ap Athan., Apolog. c. Arian, oh. 21 sq. 

2 See Vol. II., p. 122 f. 

3 Reuter, Augustinische Studien, in the Zeitschr. f. K.-Gesch. V., p. 349 ff., 
VI., p. 155 ff., 190. 
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guaranteeing the unity, as of protecting the Christianity, of the 
Church, through a prolonged period. 

Among the authorities the two Testaments, combined by the 
evidence of prophecy and allegorical explanation, took the first, 
indeed, strictly speaking, a unique place. But not only was their 
extent not absolutely decided, but their interpretation was wholly 
uncertain. In addition to this, the scope to be left to the "Apos- 
tolic tradition ", i,e,, the illusion of" antiquity ", and to the decision 
of episcopal synods, was by no means defined ; for the sufficiency 
of Holy Scripture was placed, theoretically, beyond doubt. 

^ But where elementary wants, felt by the great majority, were 
to be satisfied, where a reassuring sanction was required for the 
advancing secularisation, men did not rack their brains, if no 
inconvenient monitors were in the way, to find precedents 
in Holy Scripture for what was novel. They went right back 
to the Apostles, and deduced from secret traditions what no 
tradition ever possessed. Huge spheres of ecclesiastical activity 
embracing new and extensive institutions — the reception of na- 
tional customs and of the practices of heathen sects — were in 
this way placed under "Apostolic" sanction, without any 
•<_ controversy starting worth mention. This is true, e.g,^ of the 
ritual of worship and ecclesiastical discipline, "The sacred 
canons" or "the apostolic canons" constituted from the close of 
the third century, a court of appeal, which practically held the 
same rank as the sacred writings, and which, especially in the 
East, cast its protection to an increasing extent over national 
customs and traditional morals in the face of attacks of every 
kind. It is obvious that authorities so obtained were likely, in 
the end, to divide the Churches of the different nations. 

r The crudest superstition was thus consecrated by " apostolic " 
decrees, or legitimised, after the event, from the O. T., ^ and 
from the middle of the third century it ascended from the lower 
strata of Christians to the upper, which had lost all spiritual 
stability. And now in the fourth century, when Church and 
State were fused into one, everything was assigned to the former 
which had ever, or anywhere been regarded as venerable or 
holy. As it had submitted to the Church, it demanded indulgent 

1 See my Edition of the Ai^ax^i Prolegg. pp. 222 ff., 239 ff. 
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treatment. The religion of pure reason and of the strictest 
morality, the Christianity which the ancient apologists had once 
portrayed, had long changed into a religion of the most power- 
ful rites, of mysterious means, and an external sanctity. The 
historical tradition of Christ and the founding of Christianity was 
turned into a romance, and this historical romance, which was 
interwoven with the religion, constantly received new chapters.) 
The stream of the history of salvation ended in a waste swamp 
of countless and confused sacred tales, and in its course took 
in heathen fictions and the stories of gods and heroes. Every 
traditional holy rite became the centre of new sacred ceremonies, 
and every falling off in morality was covered by increasing the 
religious apparatus. The idea of forgiveness of sins was to man^ 
a cloak for frivolity and wickedness. Up to the middle of the 
third century, every Catholic Christian was, in all probability, 
a genuine monotheist. That can no longer be said of the 
generations who afterwards pressed into the Church. Polytheism 
had lost its name, indeed, but not its influence in the Church 
of the fourth century. Great masses preserved, in spite of their 
baptism, the piety to which they had been accustomed. Christian 
priests had to respect and adjust superstition, in order to keep 
the leadership in their hands, and theologians had no difficulty 
in finding, in the O. T. and in many views and usages of 
Christian antiquity, means of justifying what was most novel, 
alien, and absurd. Miracles, were of everyday occurrence, and 
they were barbarous and detestable miracles, directed to meet 
the meanest instincts, and offensive to even moderately clear 
heads. ^ The Christian religion threatened to become a new 

1 Compare the criticism by Julian and his friends of the Christian religion and 
the worship paid to saints and relics, or read the writings in which Sulpicius 
Severus attempts to recommend Christianity to the refined society of Aquitania. 
We can study in the works of the historians Socrates and Sozomen the attitude 
of cultured Catholic Christians, after the complete triumph of the Church over 
paganism. Even Sozomen cannot be regarded as having reached the stage of the 
"dry tree," and yet into what a superstition the Christian faith is transformed in 
his pages! We see how paganism thrust itself into worship, in — to quote a well- 
known instance — August. Confess. VI. 2 ff. Let us, above all, remember that from 
the beginning of the fourth century special chapels and churches were built to 
the different saints. The saints took the place of the local deities ; their festivals 
of the old provincial services of the gods. We have just begun to investigate the 
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paganism ; ^ while, at the same time, making shipwreck of its 
own unity and common character. For even if priests and 
theologians were always to be in a position to keep the reins 
in their hands, dissolution threatened the one undivided Church 
which girt the Empire, if the local rites, customs, usages of 
men were consecrated as Christian in every province, and might 
establish themselves without any decided counterpoise. 

But where was such a pounterpoise to be found? In the 
constitution ? That was indeed a firm structure, binding Christendom 
strongly together; but even it presented sides on which the 
centrifugal forces, destructive- of iinity, found entrance. Love of 
rule and ambition were encouraged by the episcopal chair. And 
when the danger of dismemberment into independent bishoprics 
was met by a rigid metropolitan leadership, the way was opened 
up to that lofty ambition which desired the first place and the 
highest influence; in the provinqe, and which sought to domineer 
over the- civil powers knd to master neighbouring provinces. 
The Patriarchs and Metropolitans who — to use an expression of 

transformation of heathen tales of^jgods and heroes into legends of the saints, and 
ancient light literature has contributed its ^quota ia works of. travel ai^d adventure 
by land 'and sea. Thcs'e researches promise, if instituted critically and soberly, to 
give interesting results; yet* I doubt if the state of our materials will admit of 
confident conclusions' Besides the worship of the- saints, the cultus of the^mpcror 
threatened in the. fourth century to intrude itself into the Churchy Philostprgius 
relates (H. E. II. 17) that Christif^ns presented offerings to the picture of Constantine, 
and honoured it with, lantegis and incense; Aey also seem to have offered vo/a' 
to- him tliaf they might l5e, protected from calamiti^.- - - / ' 

, ' 1 Besides the worship of saints, martyrs, and Telics, we have to notice the ne\f * 
forms of faith ^ in- denjons. It would he impossible to believe Inore sincerely; ih 
dejmons^ tfian -Christians did in the .second centPu/y. ' But that age was yet ignorant 
of the fantastic tricks, with tliein, which almost turned .Christendom into a -society 
of deceived^ deceivers, (The expression was first applied" to -Christians by' Plotinus : 
see Vita Plot*, by Porphyrins 16: h^ifT,oiT6oif..Kou otl/rot ^«TJfA*«vo*). When we reflect 
that ih^ Vita Anton ii was- written: by- an Athanasius, nothing *c£fn. again surprise 

.us. Spiritualism- with all its absurdity^ whic^..we are once more conversant with in 
thfe nineteenth century, had .long been familiar ' in/heathen circles, and then, as 
now, it was connected with religious* ideas on the ^ode hand, abd physical ex- 
periments and speculations on the other. It foirced its way into the Church, in spite 
of all pcotests, from the third,- still more, however, from the fourth century, after 
it had long been wide-spread in "Gnostic circles.'.' 'As a- "religious phenomenon it 
Signified a. renaissance of the lowest forms of religion. But even the most enlightened . 
minds could not keep clear of it. Augustine proves this/ 
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Socrates — played at being "hereditary lords" (Dynastai) no 
longer protected, but undermined the unity of the Church. The 
great Bishops of Rome and Alexandria, who sought to rule over 
the Church in order to preserve its unity and independence, 
entangled themselves in an ambitious policy, and produced 
division. The Emperors were really patrons of unity, and the 
supreme means at their disposal, the CEcumenical Synod, was 
their contrivance; in all cases it was a political institution, 
invented by the greatest of politicians, a two- edged sword which 
protected the endangered unity of the Church at the price of 
its independence. 

But was not the bond of unity, the common ground, to be 
found in the common ideal, in the certain hope of a future life, 
and in asceticism? This bond was assuredly a strong one. The 
Church would hardly have succeeded in following out the free 
path opened up to it by Constantine had it not had in its mjdst, 
besides its' transcendent promises, a power to which all, Greek 
and barbarian, polytheist and monotheist, learned and unlearned 
required ultimately, if reluctantly, to bow. And that power was 
the .asceticism which culminated in mbnachism. .The ancient 
world had arrived, by all the routes of its jcpmplicated devel- 
opment,^ at the bitterest' criticism of ^nd disgust at its own 
existence; but in -no otlier faith was religion itself as effectively 
conabined With asceticism, in\npne did the lafter come so power- 
fully to the front, yet in npne did it* submit itself so pliably to 
Church government,, as in Catholicism. A religion cpmpretended' 
in a mere 'sacramental comirulnion could not have gained the , 
allegiance of the more clear-sighted and earnest One that imposed 
on all, as an inalienable duty, the perfect .fulfilment of the positive 
moral^l^iw, could not, have held^Usground. One that cbpinianded- 
; all -alike to renounce the world wo Ul4 have closed the wgrld agaiilst :• 
it. But a religion' which graded its niembers as priests, nxonks,an^^ 
laity, embraced a threefold piety of initiated,' perfect,*and novices, ; 
: and succeeded in the. hardest... task of all, that of reconciling prie3t ■ 
. ^yith nionk, * ' and of. .admitting the laymaii. to' a share in th^ 

1, The order of the monks iiad to pass through crises and Conflicts before it wa& 
.able to establish itself side by side with, and -to influence, a secularised priesthood ;• . 
we possess the key, to this struggle in the- feast in the writings of the forger who 
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blessings of both, was superior to all others, and possessed in its 
organisation, generally established, a strong bond of association. 
Protestants at the present day can hardly form a conception 
of the hold which asceticism possessed over the mind in the 
fourth and fifth centuries, or of the manner in which it influenced 
imagination, thought, and the whole of life. At bottom only a 
single point was dealt with, abstinence from sexual relationships ; 
everything else was secondary ; for he who had renounced these, 
found nothing hard. Renunciation of the servile yoke of sin 
(servile peccati iugum discutere) was the watchword of Christians, 
and an extraordinary unanimity prevailed as to the meaning of 
this watchword, whether we turn to the Coptic porter or the 
learned Greek teacher, to the Bishop of Hippo, or Jerome, the 
Roman presbyter, or the biographer of Saint Martin. Virginity was 
the specifically Christian virtue, and the essence of all virtues: in 
this conviction the meaning of the evangelical law was summed up.* 

composed the Apostolic constitutions and the longer recension of the Ignatian 
Epistles ; in the West in the works, written from the opposite standpoint, of Sul- 
picius, as also in those of Jerome, Augustine, and the Gallican authors of the fifth 
century. Compare Hauck, K.-Gesch. Deutschlands, I., p. 49 ff. The order of the 
monks was imported into the West. It was not till about the middle of the fifth 
century that its opponents, inside and outside the ranks of the clergy, were silenced. 
For a time — at the end of the fourth century — it was in danger of being included 
in the condemnation of the Ascetics who held dualistic views. 

1 The Fathers of the fourth century could not proceed so consistently as Hieracas 
(see above, p. 98, n. 5) since they had to sanction the "lower" morality in the 
Church. The Eustathians who condemned marriage — see the decrees of the Synod 
of Gangra in Hefele, Concil. Gesch., I. 2, p. 777 ff. — were therefore opposed. But 
the numerous tractates " De virginitate " show how near the great Fathers of the 
Church came to the Eustathian view. We can hardly point to one who did not 
write on the subject. And the same thing is, above all, 'proved by Jerome's polemic 
against Jovinian, in spite of its limitation, in the Ep. (48) ad Pammachium. For 
the rest, Augustine did not differ from Jerome. His Confessions are pervaded by 
the thought that he alone can enjoy peace with God who renounces all sexual 
intercourse. Like Hieracas, Ambrose celebrated virginity as the real novelty in Christian 
morality; see De virginibus, I. 3 sq.: "Since the Lord wrapped himself in a bodily 
form, and consummated the marriage of deity with humanity, without the shadow 
of a stain, he has infused poor frail men with heavenly life over the whole globe. 
That is the race which the angels symbolised when they came to serve the Lord 
in the wilderness . . . That is the heavenly host which on that holy Christmas the 
exulting choirs of angels promised to the earth. Wehavethe testimony of antiquity 
therefore from the beginning of time, but complete submission only since the word 
became flesh. This virtue is, in fact, our exclusive possession. The heathens had 
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But not only did the evangelical law culminate in virginity, but 
to it also belonged all promises. Methodius' teaching that it 
prepared the soul to be the bride of Christ, was from the fourth 
century repeated by everyone. Virginity lies at the root of the 
figure of bridegoom (Christ) and bride (the soul) which is con- 
stantly recurring in the greatest teachers of East and West, 
and it is the key to the corresponding exposition of the Song 
of Songs, in which often appear a surprising religious individ- 
ualism and an impassioned love of Christ. * 

it not; it is not practised by the still uncivilised barbarians; there are no other 
living creatures among whom it is to be found. We breathe the same air as they 
dOj we share in all the conditions of an earthly life, we are not distinguished from 
them in birth, and so we only escape from the miseries of a nature otherwise 
similar to theirs through the virgin chastity, which, apparently extolled by the 
heathens, is yet, even if placed under the patronage of religion, outraged by them, 
which is persecuted by the barbarians, and is known to no other creatures." Com- 
pare with this Chrysostom's tractate on the state of virginity. Much thought was 
given after the middle of the fourth century to the relation of priest and monk, 
especially by those who wished to be monks and had to be priests. The virgin 
state (of the monks) was held by the earnest to be the easier and safer, the priestly 
condition the more perilous and responsible; yet in many respects it was regarded 
as also loftier, because the priest consummated the holy sacrifice and had to wield 
authority (Chrysostom de sacerdotio, esp. VI. 6 — 8 and III. 4 — 6, VI. 4). But the 
danger to which priests and bishops were subject of becoming worldly, was felt, 
not only by men like Gregory of Nasianzum and Chrysostom, but by countless 
earnest minded Christians. A combination of the priestly (episcopal) office and 
professional asceticism was therefore early attempted and carried out. 

^ See Vols. II., III., p. 109. The allegory of the soul of the Gnostic as the bride 
received its first lofty treatment in the Valentinian school. Thence Origen got it. 
The sources drawn upon by later writers were Origen 's homilies and commentary 
on the Song of Songs (Lommatzsch. XIV., p. 233 sq.) : the prologue of the latter 
in Rufinus begins with the words: " Epithalamium libellus hie, id est, nuptiale 
carmen, dramatis in modum mihi videtur a Salomone conscriptus, quem cecinit 
instar nubentis sponsae, et erga sponsum suum, qui est sermo dei, coelesti amore 
flagrantis. Adamavit enim eum, sive anima, quae ad imaginem eius facta est, sive 
ecclesia." Jerome, who has translated the book, says that Origen surpassed himself 
in it. Methodius' writing "Convivium" in which the same thought often occurs, 
was also much read. The purest and most attractive form of the conception in the 
East appears in Gregory of Nyssa; see e.g.^ his homilies on the Song of Songs, 
and his description of the life of Macrina (Ed. Oehler, 1858, p. 172 sq.); we read 
p. 210 sq.: A/flj ro^ri iiot $ok€7 tov Qs7ov hKs7vov xai KOc(icepbv 'i puree rov aoparov 

VVfl^tOU. ($V SyKeKpVfJtlJLBVCV g7%6V Iv T07q TVI^ ^fVX^i UTOppijTOl^ rpS^6fJl,6VCVy '^vJjfAov 

•JTomv rdre roi^ woepoVa-t xxi l^fioo'ievetv rjjv Iv Kxp$tct SiaQea-tVj rb IveiyevQui wpoq 
TOV 'TTodo^fiBVCVy uQ Sv $106 T^^ot/c o^tv ccvT^ yivoiTO T&v lecrfi&v SK^.vds7a-x roO 
aQfixTOi. Besides Gregory we have to mention Macarius with his "Spiritual 

9 



Digitized by 



Google 



I 30 HISTORY OF DOGMA [Chap. i. 

But the ascetic ideal did not succeed in establishing itself, 
especially in the West, without severe conflicts, and it con- 
cealed within it dangers to the Church. Asceticism threatened 
to become an end in itself, and to depart from the historical 
foundation of the Christian religion. When the Church authorised 

Homilies" (Migne T. XXXIV.; see Floss, Macarii Aegypt. epp. etc., 1850, 
German translation by Jocham, Kempten, 1878); compare especially the 15th homily 
which contains already the figure, repeated a hundred times afterwards, of the soul 
as the poor maiden who possesses nothing but her own body and whom the 
heavenly bridegroom loves. If she worthily cherishes chastity and love for him, 
then she becomes mistress of all the treasures of her Lord, and her transfigured 
body itself shares in his divinity. Further, Hom. IV., ch. 6 sq., 14 sq. Compare 
also Ep. 2. " A soul which has cast aside the ignominy of its outward form, which 
is no longer ruled by shameful thoughts or violated by evil desires, has manifestly 
become a partner of the heavenly bridegroom; for henceforth it has only one 
requirement. Stung by love to him it demands and, to speak boldly, longs for the 
immediate fulfilment of a spiritual and mysterious union that it may enter the 
indissoluble embrace of communion in sanctification." See Cyril Catech. IN., ch. 16 ; 
KOI yivotro T^vrai vfi&i ufMUfjLco^ r^ vojfT^ vufi^ii^ TFotpxvT&vrotq x.t.A. Before this t 
M yip vpdnpov ^ovhKi '\fvx^ vt/v a^cA^/JoOv ecvrov rov $€a"?r6Tfiv l%syp&^etTOy Sc tjJv 
ivvTT^KptTOv aTo^ex^l^fvOQ wpoottpsa-tv eTTt^covvia-et' ^l$ov s7 xaAt^ m Teh^a-iov fiov^ l$ov 
«T xtfAif- 6$6vTS^ o-ov WQ otysKxi rm KSKxpfiivuv (Cantic. 4, i). ^loc rijv ehwiteihi^TOv 
ifjto^oyiaev. We can point to very few Greek Fathers in whom the figure does not 
occur. All the greater is the contrast presented by the depreciatory verdict of 
Theodore of Mopsuestia on the Song of Songs (Kihn, Theodorv. M. 1880, p. 69 f.). 
It may be expressly noticed, besides, that Clement of Alex, as well as Methodius 
and Macarius had already transferred the figure of the bride to the married woman. 
Indeed, Macarius was conscious that he was acting boldly in doing so. Western 
nuns and monks were distinguished by lavishing those sexual feelings which were 
forbidden them on Christ (and Mary). Ambrose especially taught the West the 
conception of the soul as the bride of Christ; while Augustine was, apart from a 
few passages, more reserved, and Jerome wanted strength in sentiment and language. 
Not only in Ambrose's tractate ''De Isaac et anima", really a commentary on the 
Song of Songs, but in innumerable passages in his works — even when it is least 
expected, as in the consolatory discourse on Valentinian's death (ch. 59 sq.) — the 
idea of a special tie between the virgin soul and Christ comes to the front But 
Ambrose gave it a colouring of his own due to the deep sentiment of a great 
man, and his peculiar faculty of giving a warm expression to his personal love of 
Christ (see also Prudentius); compare passages like De poenit. II. 8. We cannot 
appreciate too highly the important influence exerted on after times, and first on 
Augustine, by Ambrose's expression of his personal religion. The light that dawned 
in Augustine's confessions already shone from the works of Ambrose, and it was 
the latter, not the former, who conducted western piety to the specific love of 
Christ. On the mysticism of Macarius, who was in many respects allied to these 
western Christians, compare also the details in Forster (in the Jahrb. f. deutsche 
Theol. 1873, p. 439 f.). Bigg (the Christian Platonists of Alex., p. 188 f.) has very 
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the Christianity of *the perfect', it really declared the great 
mass of its divine and apostolic institutions to be mere appar- 
atus, meaningless to him who had resolved to renounce the 
world, and to prepare for eternity. Those settlers in Egypt, 
who sought to obtain redemption by torturing themselves, in 
the end imperilled religion not less than the great crowds who 
simply submitted to certain sacramental observances, and with 
the approval of the priests dragged into Christianity whatever 
pleased them. It was possible, and in fact the danger was 
imminent, for the ascetic ideal to lose any assured connection 
with Jesus Christ. Asceticism had also been proclaimed indeed 
by Greek science. But in that case the common character of 
religion disappeared ; for a merely negative ideal of life, which 
at the same time was without a close dependence on history, 
could not form a lasting bond of connection among men. 

Our information is exceptionally bad, and not from accident, 
as to the internal state of the Church, at the time when Con- 
stantine chose it to be the support of the Empire. But what 
we know is enough to establish the fact that the internal solid- 
ity by no means corresponded to the external. We may with 
greater propriety affirm that the Churches of the East were in 
danger of relapsing into worldliness, and that not only in the 
form of worldly modes of action. ^ The peril went deeper. 
Theology, the power which, as matters then were, could alone 

rightly seen that Origen's homilies on the Song of Songs were at the root of 
Christian mysticism : " This book gave welcome expression to what after the triumph 
of Athanasius was the dominant feeling, and redeemed in some degree the name 
of its author, damaged by his supposed inclination to Arianism. And thus Origen, 
the first pioneer in so many fields of Christian thought, the father in one of his 
many aspects of the English Latitudinarians, became also the spiritual ancestor of 
Bernard, the Victorines, and the author of the Delmitatione, of Tauler, and Molinos 
and Mme. de Guyon." 

1 Church history has at this point in its investigations to collect the numerous 
data which prove how deeply members of the Church had become involved in heathen 
polytheistic morals, usages, customs, and conceptions, how strong reliance on sacred 
witchcraft, amulets, and sacramental vehicles had grown, and how far stability and 
peace of heart and mind had been lost. For the latter we can especially compare 
Eusebius (H. E. VIII. i), (further the epitaph of Damasus on Euseb. the Roman 
Bishop, in Duchesne, Le liber Pontificalis, Tom. I., 1885, p. 167) j of a later date, 
Cyril, Catech. 15, ch. 7. As regards syncretism, see the work on the Egyptian 
mysteries (ed. Parthey). 



Digitized by 



Google 



132 HISTORY OF DOGMA . [Chap. I. 

give an energetic protection to the distinctive character of 
religion, was at the point of dissolving it and abandoning it to 
the world. 

We have already described in this volume the state of 
Eastern theology at the beginning of the fourth century. Con- 
ceptions of the faith which began and ended with the historical 
personality of Jesus Christ were equally condemned with the 
attempts, whether unstudied or philosophical, to identify the 
Person of Jesus with the Deity. ^ The realistic and eclectic 
theology of Irenaeus had probably very few defenders in the 
West. The theology of the Apologists had triumphed, and all 
thinkers stood under the influence of Origen. But the genius 
of this great man was too powerful for the Epigoni. The iip- 
portance of his system lay in a threefold direction : first, in the 
sharp distinction between Pistis and Gnosis, which he kept 
apart, and connected only by unity of aim; secondly, in the 
abundant material in his speculations, the conservatism that he 
showed in inweaving all that was valuable, and the balance 
which he knew how to preserve between the different factors 
of his system, relating them all to one uniform aim ; thirdly, in 
the Biblical impress which he gave his theology by strict adhe- 
rence to the text of Holy Scripture. In all these respects the 
Epigoni introduced changes. The most important in its conse- 
quences was the mingling of Pistis and Gnosis, of faith and 
theology. Origen had not published his system, in which the 
faith of the Church was reconciled with science, as Church 
doctrine. To him the distinction between the faith of the Church 
and the science of faith remained fixed. But in the next period 
— following the precedent of Methodius^ and opposing Basil's 
principle — it was thought necessary to identify them. Reactionary 
and progressive tendencies met in these efforts. The Pistis 

1 See the short disclaimers in the fourth Catechism of Cyril of Jerusalem, 
(ch. 7. 8): Oi/Xi «C rivs^ sydixta-xv, 6 vtog fzerot to Tra^o? ffre<^»vtoU)^ Ua"7rep vtto 
roC <dsov $toc tjjv vTroizovijv 'Aa/3e rov gv $s^tx dpdvov, aAA' ci<p^ ouTTsp eo'rtv 'ix^^ '^0 
^ota-ihiMv oc^tufjLcc . . . MjjTg aTaAAorp/wo-jf^ roC TratrpoQ rev vldv, (jLijrs ffvvci\oi<^viv 
gpycco-^fMBvoQ vioTToirptaiv Trta-Teva-^Q. Further, the iith Catechism. So also Athana- 
sius steadily disavows the heresy of the Adoptians as well as of the Sabellians. 

2 See Vol. Ill, p. 103. 
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(faith) was supplied with the formulas of Origen's theology, and 
Gnosis was to stop short at certain tenets of tradition, and to 
receive them without revision. The point was to find a new 
medium which should be at once tradition and speculation, 
Pistis and Gnosis. This endeavour was undoubtedly justified 
by an actual change accomplished before this and promoted 
by Origen himself, viz., the incorporation of the doctrine of 
the Logos in the faith of "the simple.** These simple Christians 
already possessed a dogma which was shaped by exegesis and 
speculation, and confronted them as an external authority, a 
law of faith. This creation had forced its way from the circum- 
ference of the ecclesiastical system into its centre. Besides, the 
sharp distinction between a traditional doctrine of the Church 
and a science of religion contradicted the whole ecclesiastical 
tradition as established in the fight with Gnosticism. But the 
intermingling at first produced a kind of stagnation. It threat- 
ened to make faith lose its certainty, speculation its reasoning 
power, and the Church the unity of its confession. If we review 
the new religious formulas, which were brought into circulation 
about the year 300, and if we compare the theologies of the 
period — which unfortunately we only know in part — the theolo- 
gies, namely, of the Alexandrian teachers, Gregory Thaumatur- 
gus, Lucian, Methodius, Hieracas etc., we see a wealth of forms 
which, if blood-relations, are extremely different. How could 
the unity of the Church continue under their sway ? atid if it 
continued, was it Christianity after all that furnished the common 
element? 

And this has brought us to the second point Origen had 
recognised the full significance of the historical Christ for the 
stage of Pistis; while he directed the Gnostic to the eternal 
Logos. Now uncertainties arose here also. The historical Christ 
threatened to fall entirely into the background. We can ob- 
serve this in the works of two of the Epigoni, which have no 
affinity to each other. Gregory Thaumaturgus has in his 
famous Symbol dealt only with the Logos "apart from the flesh** 
{?^oyog cc<TxpKo<;)y V and Methodius intended to declare the loftiest 

1 See Vol. III., p.115, the words run: cT? KvptoQ, ijl6voq sk (z6vov^ ®soq sk ©soC^ 
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truth when he demanded that Christ should be born in every 
man 'consciously* {voyjTug), and that each must become a Christ 
by participation in Christ. ^ Further, in Origen the cosmological 
and soteriological interests balanced each other. We recognise 
this in his formulas which relate to the Logos. But here also 
a displacement was introduced, one that favoured cosmology. 
The word *0/zoov(nog (consubstantial) was, indeed, retained by 
some, perhaps by many theologians; but as it was in itself 
ambiguous, so also it was no evidence of an interest in soterio- 
logy. The crowd of rhetorical and philosophical predicates 
heaped upon the Logos, did not serve to illustrate and estab- 
lish the significance of the Logos as the principal factor in re- 
demption; it was rather a term for the reason and order reign- 
ing in the universe, and for the spiritual forces with which 
humanity had been gifted. Men indeed held firmly, on all 
hands, to the incarnation; nay, it was regarded, as is proved 
by the great work of Theognostus, as being, next to the doc- 
trine of the creation of matter, the feature that distinguished 
the speculation of the Church from that of the Neo-platonists. 
But the whole stress was laid on the question, what idea was 
to be formed of the constitution of the subject of which incar- 
nation was predicated. A great school, that of Lucian of Antioch, 
distinguished, in the manner of Paul of Samosata, between 
wisdom proper, eternal, existent in God, and a created wisdom 
or Logos ; and identified the latter alone with the incarnate Son — 
* wisdom arose through wisdom according to the will of the 
wise God'. But in drawing this line, not only was the incar- 
nation of the Deity rendered impossible, but every form of His 
personal activity on earth. The theological interest in Christ threat- 
ened to resolve itself entirely into cosmology and morality, or, as 
in Methodius, to be deprived of its meaning by a mystical alloy. 
The liberty which theology enjoyed in the East up to the 
beginning of the fourth century, and the influence which it 
exerted on the Church in the same period, could not but pro- 
duce complete confusion and loss of meaning. All the elements 

^rgpttKTtKfj KM $^VXfZiQ T^C H^ljQ KTiO-gUQ VOttfTtKllj, vf^Q ^AlfJ/V^C X^tl&iVOV VUTpSit 

idpocro^ uop&rov kx) H^Oupro^ i^Q^prov xecl x^^vxto^ xUxvdrov kx) xthoq xiiiou. 
» See Vol. III., p. no. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Chap, l] HISTORICAL SITUATION 1 35 

united by Origen in his vast system sought to establish them 
selves independently. Even tritheistic tendencies were not want- 
ing; but, above all, the idea of a subordinate God and semi-(^- 
divine beings began to be familiar. The idea of the subordinate 
God is indeed as old as the theology of the Christian Church ; 
even the Apologists shared it, and Origen, with all caution, ^ 
adopted and justified it in working out his doctrine of the Son. 
But in the earlier period the simplices et rudes (the simple and 
uncultured) were still startled at the suggestion ; theologians pro- 
vided the idea with strong safe-guards, and Origen himself, who 
in many points bordered on Polytheism, on the other hand 
restored the Logos to the being of God, and united Father and 
Son as closely as possible. But opposition to * Sabellianism * 
evidently rendered a later age much more careless. And it is 
indubitable that the idea of the created God, the God who 
came into being, coalesced with ancient polytheistic inclinations. 
The claims of Monotheism were considered to be satisfied by 
the effort to protect the supreme Deity, as against Modalism, 
from change and plurality; and the Logos and other beings 
entitled to worship were suffered calmly to spring up side by 
side with God ; they could not, it was presumed, endanger 
Monotheism, because they belonged to the domain of the cre- 
ated. Add that theologians dealt in their speculations with a 
plethora of philosophical categories destitute of a fixed impress, 
or fixed value ; ^ further, that this terminology, unsifted and un- 
controlled, everywhere forced its way into the faith of the 
community, and we can form a conception of the danger which 
hovered over the Church. We find a Monotheism which did not 
exclude polytheism, a Logos-Christ, who, as a cosmological 
quantity, was of shifting nature and origin, ideas of the incar- 
nation and redemption as designed to ** enlighten" the human 
race, and to effect an incarnation of God in every individual 
soul. All this, too, was clothed in a rank growth of artificial 
philosophical expressions, identical with that used in contempor- 
ary science. And we may well ask whether such a theology 
was in a condition to protect even the scanty remains of the 

» Se^ Vol. III., p. 102. 
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evangelic tradition, above all, at the moment when the partition 
between State and Church was torn down and the Church was 
brought face to face with its greatest task. A deism — if the 
term may be allowed — was at hand, surrounded by the shifting 
forms of a speculation which had neither a settled boundary 
nor an assured object. It almost seemed as if the special char- 
acteristics of the Christian religion were to be reduced to the 
evidence of antiquity and prophecy, what Porphyry called 
' foreign fables '. Yet even Scriptural proof was no longer every- 
where called for and given with the zeal so noticeable in Origen ; 
although it was just the school of Lucian which neglected it 
least. But what could Scripture avail against the method? If 
a Bishop so capable and learned, and so well versed in tradi- 
tion as Eusebius of Caesarea was satisfied in his Christology 
with the formulas we read there, if he could praise the religious 
edicts and manifestoes of his Emperor, though they substantially 
celebrated "God in nature'', as brilliant specimens of his 
Christian conviction, we must conclude that the Logos doctrine 
settled in the Church was the strongest means of completely 
efifacing the figure of the historical Christ, and of resolving 
everything into mist. ^ Even the rationalist, who in his study 
of the history of religions always follows with sympathy the 
progress to * natural* religion, would require to restrain his 
sympathy here. For the pure religion of humanity could not 
have resulted from this development, but one that was wholly 
indefinite, and therefore capable of being influenced from any 
quarter, one in whose centre was throned that hollow and 
helpless figment of thought, the ov^ the Trpurii ov(rlx (being— 
primal being). And men would have gone on proclaiming this 

1 On Eusebius* Christology see Dorner, Lehre v. d. Person Christi, I. (1845) 
p. 792 ff. Lee, on the Theophan. 1843, Preliminary Dissert. The Christology of 
Euseb. is that of the ancient apologists, approximating in its terms to Neoplatonic 
speculations and richer in its phases on account of the many antitheses. In spite 
of his dependence on Origen, Euseb. was chary of receiving all the ideas and 
predicates which the former applied to the Son and to which orthodoxy afterwards 
appealed. That is of consequence. Euseb. was more convinced than Origen that 
the idea of deity was completely exhausted in that of the strictly one and un- 
changeable '6v the TrpuTii oh<ri» ; he separated the Mrspoq ®e6g much further from 
God than the Apologists 5 see Zahn, Marcell., p. 37 f, 
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religion to be Christianity, simply because they possessed in 
Holy Scripture the means of proving it, and of dating it back 
to the beginning of the world as the universal religion. And 
they would have adopted sacred media, charms, and intermedi- 
ary powers more and more boldly, because they were incapable 
of understanding and applying (either to God or to Jesus Christ 
the tradition that God redeemed men through Jesus Christ. 

The Bishops and theologians in the East about A.D. 320, 
whose views were similar to those of Eusebius, had on their 
side the strongest power to be found in an ecclesiastical com- 
munion — tradition: they were the conservatives. Conservative 
theology, the theology that took its stand on Origen, limited 
the idea of Deity to the primal being ^tt/j^tj^ oif(rix)y inoperative 
and really incapable of being revealed, i.e., to the Father. It 
accordingly ignored the Logos and Christ in determining the 
conception of God. Further, it deduced, like the Neoplatonists, 
a second or third Ousia (being) from the first, and adorned the 
Logos created by the will of the Father with the loftiest, yet 
vacillating, predicates. It taught the incarnation of the Logos, and 
celebrated its result, yet once more in indefinite, in high-sounding 
and meaningless. Biblical phrases. Finally, it subordinated 
everything spiritual and moral to the thought of free-will and 
human independence. Any attempt at precision could not fail, 
on this domain, to be regarded as an innovation. Anything 
might establish itself as long as it did not claim to be exclusive. ^ 
There never did exist in the Church a general tendency to 
form new dogmas — the terms *new' and < dogma* are mutually 
exclusive ; least of all did it exist in the East ; there was either 
indifference to philosophical speculation, or a desire that it 
should have liberty, or it was regarded with suspicion. For the 

1 GwatkiQ says very justly in Studies of Arianism (1882), p. 52: "Id fact 
Christendom as a whole was neither Arian nor Nicene. If the East was not Nicene, 
neither was it Arian, but conservative : and if the West was not Arian, neither was 
it Nicene, but conservative also. Conservatism, however, had different meanings in 
East and West." In the East it was considered conservative to uphold the formulas 
of Origen strengthened against Sabellianism. On the doctrine of the Logos and 
Christ in Origen Bigg says very truly (The Christian Platonists of Alex., p. 182): 
" What struck later ages as the novelty and audacity of Origen's doctrine was in 
truth its archaism and conservatism." 
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rest, men reverenced in the cultus the mystery, ue.y the com- 
plex of formulas whose origin had already become obscure. ' 
Nevertheless, there probably never was a time in the East 
when a reaction did not exist against the development of the 

1 When theology is engaged in forming dogmas, it has never, as is really self- 
evident, enjoyed the sympathy of any large section in the Church. There is nothing 
to support the contention that the Christian Church passed through a period — 
from Origen up to the Synod of Chalcedon or A.D. 431 — during which there 
prevailed universally, or ^ven to a great extent, a supreme interest in the abstract 
form of the contents of Religion, and an effort, with all the means at hand, to 
expound it as exactly as possible. The great mass of Bishops, monks, and laity, 
were then wholly occupied in satisfying themselves with what had been given. 
This was the highest demand of the Catholic religion itself, which presupposed 
the "Apostolic" as its foundation, which called everything else "heresy" (vewrc- 
p/o-/it^5), and as an institution for worship did not permit changes. Undoubtedly, 
the period from Origen, or say, from Athanasius up to the Ephesian Council, 
appears unique ' in the history of the Church. But that was an episode enacted in 
opposition to the great body of Christians, and the theological leaders themselves, 
in proportion to their piety, conceived their task to be compulsory, dangerous, and 
ensnaring them in guilt. To prove the former read Socrates' Church History (see 
my discussion in Herzog R. E., Vol. XIV. p. 408 flF.). This man was, on the one 
hand, orthodox at every point, on the other, an enthusiastic partisan of *EAAjfv/x^ 
7r«/J*/a, full of veneration for the great Origen and his science, which he held 
was to be fostered continually. But the production of dogma by scientific theology 
was repugnant to him in every sense, i.e.^ he accused and execrated dogmatic 
controversies as much in the interest of a dogma fixed once for all as in that of 
science. The Nicene Symbol belonged sufficiently to the past to be accepted by 
him as holy and apostolical; but beyond this every new formula seemed to Socrates 
pernicious, the controversies sometimes fights in the dark (nyktomachies), sometimes 
an outflow of deceptive sophistry and ambitious rivalry: o"/ft>7rj} Trpoa-Kwefa-Qu rb 
UpptfTOVy i.e.^ the mystery of the trinity. Had Socrates lived 100 years earlier, he 
would not have been a Nicene, but a Eusebian Christian. He therefore passes very 
liberal judgments on, -and can make excuses for, the latest ^'heretics ", i.e.^ theologians 
who have been recently refuted by the Church. In this he stood by no means 
alone. Others, even at a later date, went still further. Compare Evagrius (H. E. I. 11) 
whose argument recalls Orig. c. Cels. III. 12. 

Dogma has been created by the small number of theologians who sought for 
precise notions, in the endeavour to make clear the characteristic meaning of the 
Christian religion (Athanasius, ApoUinaris, Cyril). That these notions, separated 
from their underlying thought, fell into the hands of ambitious ecclesiastical 
politicians, that the latter excited the fanaticism of the ignorant in their support, 
and that the final decision was often due to motives which had nothing to do 
with the case, is admittedly undeniable. But the theologians are not therefore to 
blame, who opposed in the Church a lazy contentment with mystery, or an un- 
limited pursuit of scientific speculation. Their effort to make clear the essence of 
Christianity, as they understood it, and at the same time to provide a ^oytKvi 
AccTpetdy was rather, next to the zealous order of monks with whom they were intimately 
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Logos doctrine towards complete separation of the Son from 
the Father. ^ It sprang not only from Modalists, but also from 
disciples of Origen, and it celebrated at Nicaea an amazingly 
rapid triumph. In opposition to a school which had ventured 
too far forward, and had embroidered the doctrines of Paul of 
Samosata with questionable tenets of Origen, the term 'Ofioovcrtog, 
once banned at Antioch, was successfully elevated to the dignity 
of the watchword of faith. 

The importance of this rapid triumph for the history of 
dogma cannot be rated too highly. But procured as it was by 
the Emperor, the victory would have been resultless, had it not 
been for the man whose biography coincides with the history 
of dogma of the fourth century — Athanasius. 

The second division of the history of dogma, the account of 
its development, opens with Athanasius, but his conception of 
the faith also dominated following centuries. Augustine alone 
surpassed him in importance ; for Augustine was an Origen and 
Athanasius in one — and he was still more. ^ However, the 

connected, the sole great feature in the epoch. They set themselves to stem the 
vts inertia of the pious, and with the highest success. When indolence in the end 
held the field, an important result had at any rate been attained. The period from 
Athanasius till about the middle of the fifth century was in many respects the 
brilliant epoch of theology in the Church. Not even the age of Scholasticism can 
compare with it. That the work of the theologians became faith according to the 
Church— a thing Origen never thought of — involved its strength and weakness 
alike. The fanaticism of the masses for dogmatic and philosophical catch-words — 
see the amusing narrative of Gregory of Nyssa, Opp. ed. Paris, 1638, T. III. 
p. 466 — affords no information as to the measure of their comprehension; for the 
dogmatic catch-word is merely a fetish in wide circles. 

1 Origen's doctrine of subordination was felt in the West simply to constitute 
ditheism; see Vol. III., p. 85 ff. 

2 See Ranke, Weltgeschichte Vol. IV. i, p. 307: "Augustine's system is, if l"^ 
mistake not, the second that arose in the Church; it set aside the peculiar charac- 
teristics of the first, that of Origen, and then made good ils position." We can only 
admit that it held its ground in a modified sense. In fact we see here a parallel 
of the highest significance in the history of the world. The Church has produced 
two fundamental systems, Origen's and Augustine's. But the history of theology in 
the East is the history of the setting aside of Origen's system, and the same is to 
be said of the Augustinian in the Catholic West. Only the procedure in the East 
was more thorough-going and open than in the West. In the former Origen was 
condemned, in the latter Augustine was constantly celebrated as the greatest 
Doctor eccUsice. In both cases, however, the rejection of the theological system 
caused the loss of a coherent and uniform Christian conception of the world. y 



Digitized by 



Google 



I40 HISTORY OF DOGMA [Chap. i. 

future course of history has yet to decide whether Athanasius* 
thought will not in the end live longer than the conceptions of 
Augustine. At the present day at least Augustine is given up 
sooner than Athanasius in the Churches. 

But it is really not permissible to compare these great men. 
Augustine was a loftier genius, a man of inexhaustible wealth 
of ideas and sentiment; Athanasius' greatness consisted in re- 
duction^ in the energy with which, from a multitude of diverg- 
ent speculations claiming to rest on tradition, he gave exclusive 
validity to those in which the strength of religion then lay. 
Augustine opened up a new view of the highest blessings and 
of human nature in the Church, he scattered a thousand germs 
for the future ; Athanasius, like every reformer, reduced^ he first 
secured a sphere of its own to the Christian religion on the 
soil, already won, of Greek speculation, and he referred every- 
thing to the thought of redemption. Augustine invented a new 
speculation, and the fascinating language of the deepest religious 
feeling, beyond which changed times and manners seem unable to 
go ; Athanasius was unable to put forward either gifts of specula- 
tion or of eloquence on behalf of the thought in which he 
lived. His strength arose out of his conviction and his office. 

Athanasius was a reformer, though not in the highest sense 
of the word. Behind and beside him existed a speculation 
which led on a shoreless sea, and the ship was in danger of 
losing its helm. ^ He grasped the rudder. We may compare 
the situation with that in which Luther found himself when 
confronting the mediaeval Church and Scholasticism. It was not 
for a word, or a formula, ' that he was concerned, but a crucial 

1 It might seem as if we ought to grant the same credit to Arius of having 
reduced and given fixity to vacillating and divergent speculations. But apart from 
the contents and value of his doctrine, Arius was always disposed to make conces- 
sions, and as semi-opponents defended him, so he unhesitatingly accepted half 
friends for complete allies. This very fact proves, however, that he would never 
have succeeded in clearing up the position. 

2 Athanasius always made a sparing use of the catch-word *0\iooCvio% in his works. 
The formula was not sacred to him, but only the cause which he apprehended 
and established under cover of the formula. His conduct at the Synod of Alexandria 
shows that he laid no stress on words. For his theology he needed no Creed. The 
existence of one in the Nicene was valuable to him, but he was far from wor- 
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thought of his faith, the redemption and raising of humanity 
to divine Kfe through the God-man. It was only from the cer- 
tainty that the divinity manifest in Jesus Christ possessed the 
nature of the Deity (unity of being) and was for this reason 
alone in a position to raise us to divine life, that faith was to 
receive its strength, life its law, and theology its direction. 
But Athanasius in thus giving the chief place to faith in the 
God-man who alone delivers from death and sin, furnished prac- 
tical piety, then almost exclusively to be found in monkish 
asceticism, with its loftiest motive. To speak briefly, this com- 
bined as closely as possible the *Ofj(,oovtTto<; (consubstantial), which 
guaranteed the deification of human nature, with monkish asceti- 
cism, and raised the latter from its still under-ground or, at least, 
insecure realm to the public life of the Church. While fighting 
against the phrase the created Logos {Koyoq-y.ThfJt^x) as heathen 
and as a denial of the power of the Christian religion, he at the 
same time as strenuously opposed worldly pursuits. He sub- 
ordinated Scripture, tradition, and theology to the thought that 
the Redeemer was God by nature, but he also strove to work 
out the Christian life which received its motive from close 
communion with the God-Christ, ^ and the prospect of being 
invested both the divine nature. If we would do justice to 
Athanasius, both these facts must be kept in mind. He became 
the father of Catholic orthodoxy and the patron of ecclesiastical 
monachism, and that he never would have been, had he not 
also set the practical ideal of the piety of the time *on the 
candlestick*. ^ 

There is here nothing new in the common sense of the word ; 
Athanasius had really on his side, the best part of the tradition 
of the Church, to which he also appealed. Irenaeus had already 
given the central place to the object, nature, and accomplish- 

shipping Symbols. While many of his friends sought support in the authority of 
the formula, he sought and found it solely in the cause. 

1 Bigg (I.e., p. 188) has very rightly called attention to the high value attached 
by orthodox Fathers after Athanasius' triumph to the Song of Songs in Origen's 
exposition. 

2 See the Vita Anton, of Athanasius and Gregory of Naz., Orat. 21. It is note- 
worthy that Paul of Samosata and the Eusebians were worldly Christians. On the 
other hand, the puritanism of Arius is, of course, famous. 
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ment of redemption in the categories : Logos, incarnation, God- 
man, deification, and sons of God. Athanasius could refer to 
a series ol ideas in Origen and other Alexandrian catechists in 
support of his distinctive treatment of the Logos doctrine. New 
alone was the facty the energy and exclusiveness of his view 
and action at a time when everything threatened to undergo 
dissolution. 

Athanasius was no scientific theologian in the strict sense of 
the term; from theology he descended to piety, and found the 
exact word required. A man of authority, and attached to the 
tradition of his school, he was not in a position to disentangle 
the problem from the context in which the Apologists and 
Origen had set it. He was a disciple of Origen, but his attitude 
first to Marcellus, and then to the recent defenders of "O[^oov<noq^ 
the Cappadocians, proves that he was as destitute of scientific 
interest in a philosophical theory of life, as of the obstinacy of 
theologians. He had to deal with that which transcended theo- 
logy. He was the first to raise to honour in the Church in all 
its force the old maxim that we must think of Christ as God 
{uq TTsp) hov), 'and therefore he paved the way for the new 
principle, that we must think of God as in Christ (w^ iv Xpia-r^). 

In this he stood aloof from the rational thought of his time. 
While admitting its premises, he added an element, which 
neutral speculation was incapable of assimilating completely. 
Nothing certainly was more unintelligible to it, than the assump- 
tion of an essential unity of the quiescent and the active Deity. 
Athanasius fixed a gulf between the Logos of the philosophers, 
and the Logos whose redeeming work he proclaimed. What 
he said of the latter, declaring the mystery strongly and 
simply, and by no means committing himself to new distinc- 
tions, could not but appear to the Greeks * an offence and folly'. 
But he did not shrink from reproach; with firm hand, though 
in awkward lines, he marked off a sphere of its own for the 
Christian faith. ^ 

1 The Cappadocians, theologians who reconciled the faith of Athanasius with 
the current philosophy, and apprehended it abstractly, did not retain his teaching 
pure and simple. This is especially shown by their doubtful contention that the 
Christian idea of God was the true mean between the Jewish and Greek. They 
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And this man respected science and its free development. 
We can observe this in his criticisms of Origen and the Alex- 
andrian catechists. Undoubtedly it must have been important 
to him to obtain reliable witnesses (testes veritatis) for his 
doctrine, and the effort to do this explains frequently his prac- 
tice of making the best of everything. But it does not entirely 
explain his conduct. Christian faith was in his view exhausted 
in faith in the God-man, the incarnation, and the redemption 
which constituted a divine nature; for this reason he permitted 
liberty in everything else. It would seem that he had no desire 
to abolish Origen's distinction between the Christian science of 
the perfect and the faith of the imperfect. He did not sit as 
a judge of heretics on Origen's doubtful tenets and correct 
them by the regula fidei^ nor did he follow the course first 
taken by Bishop Peter, one of his predecessors, in Alexandria. * 
This is all the more remarkable, as for his own part he could 
hardly find a single point in the Gnostic heterodoxies of Origen 
with which he could agree. 

Athanasius did not see beyond the horizon of his own time. 
He attributed the highest efficacy to the mysteries of the cultus. 
He regarded them as the personal legacy of Christ, immediate 
emanations of his life as God-man, and as containing the means 
of applying salvation. If in succeeding centuries the religious 
interest attached itself more and more closely to ritual, that 
did not imply any contradiction of the conception of the great 
Alexandrian. He also laboured on behalf of the dogma which 
was to obtain its practical and effective presentation in the 

boldly characterised the plurality of Hypostases, e,g.^ as a phase oftruth preserved in 
Greek polytheism. Athanasius, therefore, did not take unmixed pleasure in their 
work. Cf. the K6yo(i xccrtix^'riKdQ of Gregory of Nyssa (ch. 4, ed. Oehler) : "Jewish 
dogma is refuted by adoption of the Word, and by faith in the Spirit, but the 
illusion of the Greeks (EAAjfv/?fovTe$) in worshipping a multiplicity of Gods is 
dispelled by the (doctrine of the) unity of nature which destroys the extravagant 
opinion of a (divine) plurality. We must, in turn, retain the unity of being from 
the Jewish type of faith, and only the distinction of personal (divine) existences 
from the Greek; and by this means godless conceptions are met on the left and 
right in correspondingly salutary ways. For the trinity is a corrective for those 
who err as to unity, just as the doctrine of the unity (of God) is for those who 
have made shipwreck by belief in plurality." 
1 See Vol. III., p. 99 fir. 
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monks on the one hand, and in ritual on the other, until the 
transitory was exalted into the permanent. 
^ Athanasius' importance to posterity consisted in this, that he 
defined Christian faith exclusively as faith in redemption through 
the God-man who was identical in nature with God, and that 
thereby he restored to it fixed boundaries and specific contents, * 
Eastern Christendom has , been able to add nothing up to the 
present day. Even in theory it has hit on no change^ merely 
overloading the idea of Atkanasius; but the Western Church 
also preserved this faith as fundamental. Following on the 
theology of the Apologists and Origen, it zvas the efficient means 
of preventing the complete Hellenising and secularisation of 
Christianity. 

The history of dogma in the East after the Nicene Council 
reveals two interlacing lines of development. First, the idea of 
the God-man from the point of view of the redemption and 
elevation of the human race to divine life, in other words, the 
faith of Athanasius, was elaborated on all sides. In this the 
history of dogma, in the strict sense of the term, exhausted 
itself, for dogma was faith in the God-man. But with this a 
second development was closely connected, one which dealt 

* In the cleverly written introduction to his description of "Western Church 
architecture" (Stuttgart, 1884), Dehio works out the idea that the classical period 
of ancient Christian architecture, the fourth century, was distinguished not by the 
multiplicity of ideas and forms of construction, but rather by the simplification or 
reduction of the forms. The Church, confronted by the number of models in ancient 
architecture, laid hold of one of them, the Basilica, and transmitted it alone to 
the Middle Ages. That, however, meant not a loss, but an advance. "The genius 
of Christianity contributed nothing new to the architectural creations of Rome and 
Alexandria. The great revolution it evoked lay in another direction. It consisted in 
the reduction of the multiplicity of styles to one dominant and sole form, not so much 
by a metamorphosis of artistic feeling, as by making religion once more the central 
motive of life. It thus assigned to the future architecture of the Middle Ages con- 
ditions analogous to those which governed the beginnings of Greek art; and thus 
the birth of Gothic art was possible at the climax of the Middle Ages — for the 
second time in history, a true organic style, like that of the Greek temple." This 
observation is extremely instructive to the historian of dogma. The thought of 
Athanasius corresponds in theology to the meaning of the Basilica in the history 
of architecture in the fourth century. Both were happy simplifications from a wealth 
of ideas — reductions which concealed full and varied contents. 
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with the relations of dogma and theology. Here also one man 
can be named: it was the science that Origen had cultivated 
which formed the centre of interest. However, since his days 
the problem had become more complicated, for theological 
principles that penetrated deeply had been received into faith 
itself, and the great development up to the Council of Chalce- 
don, and still later, consisted in the incorporation of theological 
results and formulas in the general belief of the Church. The 
question, accordingly, was not merely whether a freer and more 
independent theology, like Origen*s in spirit and method, could 
receive an acknowledged position and latitude in the Church; 
whether, in general, the phases of criticism and idealistic spirit- 
ualism, included in Origen's science, were to be tolerated. It 
was a much harder problem that arose, though one that from 
its nature was always half concealed. If the theological dogma, 
at the moment when it became a creed of the Church, received 
the value of an apostolic doctrine which had never been want- 
ing in the Church, how were the theologians to be regarded 
who had really created it, and how were the most venerated 
men of the past to be looked upon who had either been wholly 
ignorant of the dogma, or had incidentally, or avowedly, con- 
tradicted it? The conclusion is clear. The former were to receive 
special honour as witnesses to, but not as creators of, the 
truth. The latter it was necessary to abandon, however real 
and constructive their labours may once have been, or their 
works were to be coloured, corrected, or even amended by the 
insertion of glosses. But how long will a theology receive room 
to work on dogma, if the work is again and again to be disguised 
and how long will theologians be found to continue the dan- 
gerous business? "Theology is the most thankless of sciences. 
It crushes its builders with the very stones which they have 
helped to erect.*' The relation of theology to dogma recalls- 
the myth of Chronos. But here it is not the father who swal- 
lows his children, it is the creature that devours its creators up 
to the third and fourth generations. As, moreover, the age from 
the fourth to the sixth centuries is the classic period of all 
dogma, so in no other period does it so clearly exhibit to the 
historian its characteristic of demanding living sacrifices. 

10 
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Accordingly we observe two phenomena in these centuries. 
First, we have a continuous fight against the free theology of 
Origen, against the heterodoxies which it embraced, its critical 
phase, and its idealistic speculation. At any rate, more than two 
centuries elapsed before it was finally refused all right of citizen- 
ship in the Church, and at the same time *EAAj^i//x^ Trxihsix 
(Greek culture) was deprived of any greater influence on dogma, 
than what the latter required for its correct exposition and 
justification. * But, in the second place, a traditionalism arose 
which looked distrustfully on theology taking any share in the 
work of the Church at the time, which substituted authority 
for science, while it either exalted ancient teachers to heaven 
as saints, or hurled them down to hell as heretics. It was due 
to the secret logic of events that such a tendency gained 
strength and finally triumphed; for if even the most capable 
and independent theologians were compelled to live under the 
delusion that what was new in their teaching could never be 
true, or that the true could not possibly be new, it necessarily 
followed that fewer and fewer would be found to undertake their 
dangerous work. ' Accordingly, after dogma had developed to 

1 The prestige of Origen in the Church was still in the first half of the fifth 
century almost absolute and incomparable in wide circles. As we have above 
remarked, the Church history of Socrates is in this respect particularly instructive. 
The belittlers and enemies of this man were vain and ambitious obscurantists, 
hero-levelling fellows; against them — Methodius, Eustathius, Apollinaris, and 
Theophilus — he appealed to the testimony of Athanasius on behalf of Origen's 
orthodoxy (VI. 13). Even the view that Origen's works and utterances required to 
be sifted, appeared to him folly (VI. 17). He defended everything that the master 
wrote. It was incomprehensible to him how the Arians could study and value 
Origen, without becoming orthodox (VII. 6) — to the Arians the opposite was in- 
comprehensible — and he declares with absolute conviction that Porphyry and Julian 
would not have written what they did if they had read the great teacher (III. 23). 
Further, Origen was once more quoted in the Monophysite controversies. Apart 
from special uses of it, his name represented a great cause, namely, no less than 
the right of science, *EAA)/v/x)i Trxi^siet^ in the Church, a right contested by tradi- 
tionalism in conjunction with the monks. 

2 It was pointed out above, p. 138, note i, that even orthodox theological 
leaders were not comfortable in their dogmatic work, so that the position from 
the middle of the sixth century, the sovereign rule of traditionalism, was really 
the goal desired from the beginning. The works of all prominent theologians 
testify to this. Some deplored the fact that the mystery could not be worshipped 
in silence, that they were compelled to speak; and the rest say explicitly, that the 
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a certain extent, held a certain number of conceptions capable 
of employing the intelligence, and was adapted to scholastic 
treatment, it became so sensitive that it ceased to tolerate a 
theology that would carry it further, even under all possible 
safe-guards. The theology that did independent work, that at 
no time professed to produce dogma, and therefore really had 
not existed, now came actually to an end. The date coincides 
with that at which Origen was condemned (the sixth century). 
The history of this process ran its course very gradually. On 
the other hand, there was no want of important actions in the 
history of the ejection of Origen*s doctrine. We have here to 
mention the * Origenist controversies ', though we must not limit 
them, as has been customary, to a few decades. Along with 
them the opposition to the school of Antioch and its condemn- 
ation come before us. But we must not look at the victory of 
the creed of the Church over theological liberties merely from 
the point of view of a decline of science in the Church. We 
have rather to consider what a more liberal speculative and 
critical science had to offer at the time to the Church. In view 
of the way in which the pursuit of theology and the exposition 
of the faith were intertwined, there were gifts which the Church 
had to decline in order to maintain its tradition, i.e., the stand- 
ard left to it of its Christianity. But the heterodoxies of the 
theologians presented neither an incentive to nor the means for a 
revision of the whole doctrine in its possession. Besides, the 
entire process of expelling the freer theology was carried out 
without crises worth mentioning, as if spontaneously. That is 
the strongest evidence of the weakness of the speculations and 
critical views which sought to hold their ground alongside the 
doctrine of the Church. The condition of affairs at the close, 
when we have (i) dogma (2) a theology of scholastic mysticism, 
and (3) antiquarian and formal science not confused with religion, 

trulh of their propositioQS lay in their negations alone. Hilary expresses himself per- 
haps most strongly (De trinit. II. 2) : " Compellimur haereticorum et blasphemaatium 
vitiis illicita agere, ardua scandere, ineffabilia eloqui, inconcessa prsesumere. Et cum 
sola fide explorari, quae prsecepta sunt, oporteret, adorare scilicet patrem et venerari 
cum eo filium, sancto spiritu abundare, cogimur sermonis nostri humilitatem a4 ea, 
quae inenarrabilia sunt extendere et in vitium vitio coarctamur alieno, ut, quae 
contineri religione mentium oportuisset, nunc in periculumhumanicloquii proferantur." 
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was in many respects an improvement, and the value of the 
product received its strongest attestation in the duration of the 
system. Leaving out of account a few oscillations, that had 
been actually attained, which the 'conservatives', i,e,^ the great 
majority in all phases of violent dogmatic conflicts, had longed 
for, and had therefore always contemplated. A mysterious 
dogma had been arrived at, one elevated above the schools, 
which gave theologians liberty to be antiquarians, philologists, 
or philosophers; for what independent work was left in the 
pursuit of dogma was subject to the jurisdiction of these special- 
ists, so far as it did not come under the review of the experts 
in mysteries and liturgies. But the great loss consisted in 
the fact that men no longer possessed a theological system 
complete in itself. Origen's was the only one that the Greek 
Church had produced. After its rejection there existed, besides 
dogma, a vast sum of incongruous fragments, bound artificially 
together by quotations from Scripture and tradition and from 
Aristotelian scholasticism. The great dogmatic work of John of 
Damascus only appears to be a logically connected system; it 
is in reality far from that. 

As regards the periods, the dividing lines are formed by 
the CEcumenical Synods, namely, the so-called 2nd, then the 
4th, 5th, 6th and 7th. But we can also use the names of 
Theodosius I., Pope Leo L, Justinian, and Pope Agatho. The 
unification of the Churches was rendered possible by the fact 
that they obtained a forum publicum (a public tribunal) in the 
universal Synods. * For the Creeds of the provincial Churches, 
which agreed only in the main points, and not even in all 
these, the Councils substituted a dogmatic confession whose 
proclamation, enactment, and extension excited the most violent 
conflicts. At the same time the confederation of the Churches 

1 But for Constantine the Nicene Council would not have been carried through, 
and but for the Emperor's uniform creeds would not been arrived at. They were 
Athanasius' best coadjutors. Nay, even the Emperors hostile to him helped him ; 
for they used every effort to unite the Church on the basis of a fixed confession. 
It is' therefore absurd to abuse the State Church, and yet to regard the establishment 
of the. orthodox creed as a gain. 
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became a reality through the imperial policy, which sought to 
come into touch with the strongest dogmatic currents, though 
not infrequently it supported trivialities. The last traces of 
independence possessed by individual communities were des- 
troyed; along with unity, uniformity in doctrine, discipline, and 
worship was almost re-established, and the constitution of the 
Church, even in the higher ranks, was gradually so adapted to 
that of the empire that the hierarchical organisation and ad- 
ministration of the Church corresponded to the order of the 
State. But this re-arrangement required, in part, to be carried 
out by force [Tvpxvvlg of the Emperors and a few great Bishops), 
and speaking strictly, was a reality for only a few decades. It 
excited counter-movements; in opposition to it nationalistic feeling 
first really gained strength, especially in the East, and the great 
schisms of the national Churches there were also a consequence 
of the absolutist attempts at unification. ' In the West the State 
collapsed under the storms of the tribal migration at the moment 
when, in the East, the dismemberment of the imperial Church 
into national Churches began. The attempts of the East Roman 

* See Hatch, The Councils and the Unity of the Church, in his Social Constitution 
of the Christian Churches, p. 172 ff.; he has given an excellent account of the 
share of the State in this unity and its limitations; compare also my Analekten, 
p. 253 ff. In the process by which Christendom was united externally and ecclesias- 
tically, we can distinguish in the East three, and in the West four, epochs. The 
first three were common to the Churches of both East and West The first was 
characterised by the recognition of the apostolic rule of faith in opposition to the 
erroneous creeds of heretical associations, after a common ideal and a common 
hope had united Christians up to the middle of the second century. The xavaiv 
Tifc TTiO'TsuQ became the basis of x^s\<p6rm. The second epoch, in which organisa- 
tion became already of supreme importance, was represented in the theory of the 
episcopal office, and in the creation of the metropolitan constitution. While this 
was struggling to establish itself amid violent crises, the State of Constantine 
brought about the third epoch, in which the Church, by becoming completely 
political, was united, and thus arrived at an external and uniform unity, so that 
in it the essential nature of the Empire was continued. The Church became the 
most solid organisation in the Empire, because it rested on the imperial order of 
the ancient kingdom. It got no further than this organisation in the East; indeed, 
several great provincial Churches soon separated from it; for the creation of Con- 
stantine concealed germs of dissolution ; see Zahn, Konstantin d. Or. 1876, p. 31 f. In 
the West, on the contrary, the Roman Bishop began to engage in those enterprises 
which, favoured by circumstances, succeeded in the coiu^e of centuries in sub- 
stituting a new and distinctively ecclesiastical unity for that created by the state. 
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emperors to recover the Western half of the realm, or at least 
parts of it, more than once thwarted the oriental policy imper- 
atively required of them, and are also, from the complications 
to which they led, of great importance for the history of dogma. 
While the Emperors of Byzantium were involved in a double 
task, which constituted an insoluble dilemma, the Roman Bishops 
served themselves heirs to the West Roman kingdom. In the 
revolution in political and social affairs, Christians and Latins 
were compelled to postpone their separate interests and to attach 
themselves closely to the most powerful defender of the old 
institutions. The Germans, who apparently broke up the Empire, 
brought about the internal unity of all that was Catholic and 
Latin, and strengthened the position of ecclesiastical Rome. The 
East, on the contrary, which had been less endangered actually 
did break up. In the Western Catholic Church the ancient 
Roman Empire was preserved after a fashion with its order and 
culture. This Church had no longer beside it a state similar 
in character and closely related to itself and thus its Bishop 
could train the new peoples to his service, and soon undertook 
an independent policy against the Western schemes of the East 
Roman Emperors. The internal separation between East and 
West was complete, when neither understood the language of 
the other. Yet the West still took an active interest in the 
controversy of the * Three Chapters *, and at the same time 
obtained, in the translation of the Antiochene and Persian In- 
stituta regularia divince legis, and in the great works translated 
at the instigation of Cassiodorus, valuable gifts from the East 
which stand comparison with those made by Hilary, Ambrose, 
Rufinus, and Jerome. Even in the seventh century Rome and 
the East were for a time engaged in a lively correspondence. 
But the rule of Byzantium over Rome was felt to be that of 
the foreigner, and conversely the Roman spirit was alien to the 
Orientals. Their relations were forced. Augustine hardly left a 
trace in the Eastern Church. That was its greatest calamity. 
Of course it was less disposed by its past to understand him 
than the Western Church, and it was at no time really inclined 
to accept instruction from its rival. 

The first period of the History of Dogma closes with the 
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Synods of Constantinople (381 — 383). At them faith in the 
complete divinity of the Redeemer was finally settled as the 
creed of the Catholic Church, and his complete humanity was also 
expressly acknowledged. Next to Athanasius the chief part in 
the decision was taken by the Cappadocians on the one hand, 
and by the Roman Bishop and Ambrose on the other. It would 
not have been arrived at, however, so early, if it had not been 
carried through in Constantinople by a powerful ruler who came 
from the West. The theologians, so far as any took part in it, 
were men who were equipped with the full culture of the period, 
and were also devoted to the ideals of monastic piety. The 
Cappadocians were still relatively independent theologians, 
worthy disciples and admirers of Origen, using new forms to 
make the faith of Athanasius intelligible to contemporary thought, 
and thus establishing them, though with modifications, on a 
secure basis. Beside them stood ApoUinaris of Laodicea, a man 
who anticipated the problems of the future, who was their equal 
in scholarship, and surpassed them in many respects in theology. 
But Arianism revealed its weakness by nothing more than its 
rapid decline after it ceased to possess the imperial favour. 
The impression made by it on the German nations, and its 
prolonged popularity with them, must be described as an 
'accident' in history. Catholicism was first made a reality by 
Theodosius I. — *the idea of a communion which should unite 
East and West in the same confession, beyond which no other 
form of confession was recognised.* But Ranke remarks rightly ^ 
that the Christian idea (of Nicene orthodoxy) gained the upper 
hand over Hellenistic and heretical systems, not from the doc- 
trine alone, but from the course of events. The victory of the 
Nicene Council was also decided at the Tigris by the defeat 
of Julian, and at Adrianople by the death of Valens. In this 
first period the Christian Church was still in constant touch with 
Hellenism, and adopted from it whatever it could use. But the 
history of dogma can only give a very meagre view of these 
relations. Its boundaries gradually become altogether more 
restricted. In the first three centuries it can hardly be separated 

1 Weltgeschichte IV. i, p. 305 f. 
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from the universal history of the Church ; in those following the 
general life of the Church is less and less clearly reflected in 
it. He who desires to become acquainted with that life, must 
study the monachism, worship, ethics, and especially the theolo- 
gical science of the age. There is nothing in the history of 
dogma to require us to portray a figure like that of Synesius, 
and, if we define our task strictly, we can make little use of 
the rich epistolary literature of the time. 

The second period extends to the Council of Chalcedon 
(451). Its first and longer half covers the time in which the 
imperial Church, resting on the Nicene basis and directed by 
emperor, priest, and monk, established itself. But after a time 
of comparative peace, ' the question again emerged as to the 
relation of the divine and human in the person of the Redeemer. 
The opposition between the school of Antioch and the new 
Alexandrian theology, which felt itself to be the sole teaching 
of the Church, culminated in this question, and the Alexandrian 
Bishop succeeded in making it the centre of ecclesiastical interest. 
The theologians of the school of Antioch still wrought in free- 
dom ; nay, even among their opponents there were to be found 
men who defined the faith by its aim, and were not overawed 
by traditionalism. Yet traditionalism grew more and more 
powerful. Under the leadership of Epiphanius the great re- 
action against Origen began, ^ and not only the Alexandrian 
Bishop, but the greatest scholar of the age took part in 

* On these decades, which are to be described as in many respects the most 
prosperous period of the Byzantine Church, see Herzog R. E., Vol. XIV., p. 403 ff. 
Heathenism was then first completely overthrown, and the heretics, even finally the 
Novatians, were hard pressed. The regime of Chrysostom seems to have been 
especially signalised by the suppression of heretics in the patriarchate of Constan- 
tinople; see the account of Socrates. We know of other Bishops who were active 
in extirpating heresy in the first half of the fifth century, a work in which Theo- 
doret took part. The reigns of Gratian and Theodosius, on the one hand, the 
indefatigable labours of Epiphanius on the other, laid the foundation. Their 
programme was carried out from the end of the fourth century. But from about 
the middle of the fifth century, when the last traces of the ancient Gnostics, 
Novatians and Manichseans were substantially removed, great schisms began to 
take place on the basis of the Chalcedonian decree. 

2 See before this Demetrius, Peter, Methodius, Eustathius, Marcellus, and 
ApoUinaris. 
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it. * To this was added another fact. The constitution of the 
Patriarchate began to reveal its effect in threatening the unity 
of the Church. The Cappadocian Churches of Asia Minor re- 
ceded into the background simply because they possessed no 
patriarch of their own, dogmatics began to constitute an instru- 
ment of provincial ecclesiastical policy, and the dogmatic for- 
mula to be a mark of the diocese and nationality. In proportion 
as this took place, the state was compelled to intervene. Dog- 
matic questions became vital to it, and the appointment in the 
capital to the Patriarchate, which it had fostered, was now a 
political problem of the first rank ; for the occupant of the chair 
stood at the head of the spiritual affairs of the empire. The 
great controversy was not settled at the two Synods of Ephesus 
(431, 449), but it was, ostensibly, at the Synod of Chalcedon 
(451) by means of a long formula. This formula was proposed 
and dictated by the West in the person of Bishop Leo and 
was approved by the Emperor; it was regarded in the West 
as the simple and unchanged creed of the Fathers, in the East 
as a compromise which was felt by some not to be sufficiently 
orthodox, and by others to require interpretation. Meanwhile 
the East hardly possessed as yet the rudiments of a theology 
capable of interpreting it. Therefore the formula of Chalcedon 
has not unjustifiably been called a 'national misfortune* for 
the Byzantine Empire. But even as regards the Church its 
advantages no more than balanced its disadvantages. During 
this period the monks obtained the mastery over the Church. 
Although their relations with the hierarchy were not infrequently 
strained, they added very greatly to its strength. The clergy 
would have been completely eclipsed in the world and the state, 
if they had not obtained a new support from the *religiosi* 
and * religiosity *. But while monachism became an important 
element in the Church, the prestige of the state declined in the 
minds of men; nothing was left to the Emperors but to adopt 
certain monkish fashions for themselves, and along with the 
state the life of social morality was depreciated in favour of 
'religiosity' and a magical cultus. For monachism merely pro- 

> "Babylon is fallen, fallen," — with these words of triumph did Jerome accom- 
pany the overthrow of Chrysostom in the Origenist controversy (Ep. 88). 



Digitized by 



Google 



154 HISTORY OF DOGMA [Chap. i. 

motes itself and next to that a religion of idol-worship; it 
quits the field where a vigorous morality arises. On the other 
hand, however, the State was delivered at the close of this 
period from its most powerful opponent, the Bishop of Alex- 
andria, though at much too high a cost. 

The third period extends up to the fifth QEcumenical Council 
(Constantinople A.D. 553). The disadvantages of the Chalcedonian 
formula made themselves felt in the first half of this century. 
Great ecclesiastical provinces were in revolt, and threatened to 
secede from the membership of the universal Church. Greek 
piety everywhere showed itself to have been unsettled by the 
decree of Chalcedon. Theology could not follow it; nay, it 
appeared to be stifled by the decision, while in Monophysitism 
life and movement prevailed. The perplexed Emperors were 
at their wits' end, and tried provisionally to recall, or at 
any rate to tone down, the formula, but in doing so they 
prejudiced the union with the West. This was changed under 
Justin L, but above all under Justinian I. As the reign of 
the latter was signalised politically by the restoration of the 
Byzantine supremacy, and the codification of its laws, it was 
ecclesiastically distinguished by the restoration and establish- 
ment of the constitution and dogmatics of the Church. The 
creed of Rome was recognised so far as its wording was con- 
cerned, but Rome itself was humbled ; the Chalcedonian formula 
remained in force, but it was interpreted in terms of Cyril's 
teaching, and its future position was assured by the condemn- 
ation of the writings of the Antiochene schools on the one hand, 
and of Origen on the other. Thus was the theology of the 
past judged: *solitudinem faciunt, pacem appellant '. The Justin- 
ian Church condemned the glorious Fathers, and the fifth (Ecu- 
menical Council blotted out the freer theological science. How- 
ever, this measure was only possible because an orthodox 
Church theology had developed in the first half of the sixth 
century. * It presupposed the Chalcedonian formula, which had 
become more venerable by age, and explained it by means of 
the philosophy of Aristotle, which had then come once more 

1 See Loofs, Leontius von Byzanz in the "Texten und Unters. z. alt-christl. 
Literaturgesch.," Vol. III., parts i and 2, p. 37 ff., 303 if. 
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to the front, in order to reconcile it with the spirit of Cyril's 
theology, and to make * it in some measure comprehensible. 
Here we have the rise of ecclesiastical scholasticism which now 
took its place beside the mystical Neo-platonic theology that 
had been most comprehensively stated by the Pseudo-areopagite, 
and which corrected and defined it, uniting with and balancing 
it. The effect of this development was extremely significant. 
Men now began for the first time to feel themselves at home 
on the ground of the Chalcedonian formula; piety also was 
reconciled to it. Productive dogmatic work ceased entirely; 
its place was taken by the mystical theology of scholasticism 
based on the inheritance from antiquity and the enumeration of 
authorities. Justinian in reality closed not only the school of 
Athens, but also that of Origen, the schools, i.e., of productive 
theological science and criticism. * Henceforth theology only 
existed as a servant to the tradition of Justinian and Chalcedon. 
It was served in turn by the dialectic of Aristotle on the one 
hand, and the Neo-platonic mysticism of the Areopagite on the 
other. It did important work in the way of elaboration and 
adaptation; we are not warranted in passing a sweeping ver- 
dict of stultification and sleep ; ' but it made no further change 
in the creed of the Church and was bound hand and foot. ' 

^ The closing of the school of Athens has been disputed. It was certainly not 
a great, formal action; see Krummacher, Gesch. d. Byzant. Litt., p. 4. 

^ See the works of Gass and Gelzer, especially the latter's interesting lecture: 
"Die politische und kirchliche Stellung von Byzanz. 

3 Noteworthy, but not surprising, is the parallel capable of being drawn between 
the history of theology and that of (heathen) philosophy during the whole period 
from Origen to Justinian. The history of Greek philosophy finds its limits in the 
middle of the fifth century, and again in the age of Justinian; the same is true 
of the science of the Church. In the general history of science Plato comes to be 
supplanted by Aristotle from the close of the fifth century ; in dogmatics the 
influence of the Stagirite makes itself felt to an increased extent from the same 
date. Justinian's epoch-making measures, the codification of the law, the closing of 
the school of Athens, and the restoration of the Byzantine Church and Empire, 
point to an inner connection. This has not escaped Ranke. On account of the 
importance of the matter I give here his excellent discussion (Vol. IV. 2, p. 20 ff.) : 
"Justinian closed the school of Athens . . . An event of importance for the whole 
continued development of the human race; any further development in a direct 
line on the basis laid in classical antiquity was rendered impossible to the Greek 
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As regards the history of dogma the fourth period possesses 
no real independence. The dogmatic activity which charac- 
terised it was exclusively political; but since it created a new 
formula, we may here assume a special period. It ends with 

spirit, while to Roman genius such an advance was left open and was only now 
rendered truly possible for after ages by means of the law-books. The philosophical 
spirit perished in the contentions of religious parties ; the legal found a mode of 
expression which, as it were, concentrated it. The close of Greek philosophy recalls 
its beginning; nearly a thousand years had elapsed during which the greatest 
transformations in the history of the world had taken place. May I be permitted to 
add a general reflection, as to which I merely desire that it may not be rejected 
by the general feeling of scholars. 

The Christian religion had risen upon earth in the conflict of religious opinions 
waged by nations, and had then in opposition to these developed into a Church. 
Christian theology which set itself to appropriate the mysterious and to come to 
terms with the intellect had grown up in constant contact, sometimes of a friendly, 
more often of a hostile kind, with Greek philosophy. That was the business of 
those centuries. Then appeared the great Christian theologians from Origen on- 
wards; as we said in passing, they passed through, without exception, Greek or 
closely related Latin schools, and framed their doctrines accordingly. Greek philo- 
sophy had produced nothing comparable to them; it had, as regards public life, 
been thrust into the background and now it had perished. But it is striking that 
the great Christian theologians also came to an end. Never again do we find in 
later times men like Alhanasius, the Gregories of Cappadocia, Chrysostom, Am- 
brose and Augustine. I mean that along with Greek philosophy the original devel- 
opment of Christian theology also came to a stand-still. The energy of the Church 
doctors, or the importance of the Church assemblies in these centuries cannot be 
parallelled by analogous phenomena belonging to later times. Different as they are 
in themselves we find a certain resemblance in the state of Roman law and of 
Christian theology. The old Roman jurisprudence now appeared as universally 
valid law in a redaction which while historical was yet swayed by the conditions 
of the day. At the same time, limits were set by the triumph of orthodoxy, espe- 
cially of the dogmas declared in the Chalcedonian resolutions, to all the internal 
divisions of theology in which the divergent opinions were also defended with 
ability and thoroughness . . . Justinian who reinstated orthodoxy, and gave the force 
of law to juridical conceptions, takes a high place in the rivalry of the centuries. 
Yet, while he raised his government to such a pinnacle of authority, he felt the 
ground shake momentarily under his feet." Greek science and the monkish view 
of the world, leagued as they were, dominated the spiritual life of the Church 
before as well as after the Justinian age; they were at bottom indeed far from 
being opposed, but possessed a common root. But how differently it was possible 
to combine them, what variations they were capable of! If we compare, ^.^., Gre- 
gory of Nyssa with John of Damascus it is easy to see that the former still really 
thinks independently, while the latter confines himself to editing what is given. 
It is above all clear that the critical elements of theology had been lost. They 
only held their ground in the vagaries of mystical speculation; in all ages they 
are most readily tolerated there. 
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the sixth CEcumenical Council (A.D. 680). * Justinian's policy 
of conquest was in the highest degree unstable, and went far 
beyond the resources of the Empire*. Whether his dogmatic 
policy was correct, which maintained union with the West at 
the cost of losing a large section of the Oriental Churches, is 
a question which may be debated. But whether an open and 
consistently monophysite policy was then still possible in Con- 
stantinople is very doubtful. Egypt, Syria, and Armenia were 
lost, not only to the state, but also to Greek language and 
culture. In order to keep them, or win them back from the 
Persians and Arabians, an energetic Emperor resolved to pub- 
lish a monophysite rallying cry without prejudicing the wording 
of the Chalcedonian Creed. Monothelitism on the basis of the 
doctrine of the two natures is in itself no artificial creation; it 
is founded on the old consideration rising out of the doctrine 
of redemption; but at that time it had its origin in policy. Yet 
this still-born child of politics set the Eastern Church in an 
uproar for more than two generations. To prevent the loss 
not only of the East but of Italy also, the Emperor required 
the help of the Roman Bishop. Justinian's success in curbing 
the latter's authority had only continued for a little under his 
successors. The pontificate of Gregory I. still exerted an in- 
fluence, and, at the sixth Council, Agatho, repairing the fault 
of one of his predecessors, dictated the formula, as Leo had 
done at Chalcedon. This bore the impress of the West, and 
did not correspond perfectly to the eastern conception. It further 
became manifest at the Council that, when it was a question 
of defining dogma, theology had been completely transformed 
into a rehearsal of authorities. Next to the older synodal 
decisions, the decisive precedent was formed by the immense, 
and frequently forged, collection of the dicta patrum. 

After the sixth Council, orthodoxy and Monophysitism were 
definitively separated, though attempts were not wanting to 
harmonise them in the following centuries, in keeping with the 
monophysite tendencies, never wholly destroyed, of eastern 
orthodoxy. The mystery was firmly established, and obtained 
further definition ; for the doctrine taught by John of Damascus 
of the enhypostasis of the human nature in the Logos) 
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had been accepted, even in the age of Justinian, to be 
the correct interpretation of the doctrine of the two natures. 
The movement of thought in the Church passed accordingly to 
a new sphere ; or, more correctly, the old absorbing interest of 
the Church in the mysteries of the cultus ^ now came to light 
undisguised, because the pursuit of theology, converted as it 
was into scholasticism, had become the business of scholars and 
experts in the mysteries, and it was only temporarily that a 
controversy springing out of it agitated the Church. Dogma, 
designed by the Nicene and Chalcedonian Creeds to be looked 
at and treated formally, henceforth revealed this its character 
thoroughly. The philosophy appropriate to it was found, or 
invented — that compound of Neoplatonism and Aristotelianism, 
with which no one could dispense who desired to unfold or 
comment on dogma orthodoxly. ' He who passed over the 
philosophy of the Church stood in danger of becoming a heretic. * 

* It is said of Polycarp in his Vita per Pionium (saec. IV.) : ipfjLifvgCa'xi rs 
ixeivhi fJLvcTvipiXy % to7q to^^oIq Jv ^'T6xpv<peCy oVru <Peev8p&Q xbrk s^Br/Qero^ iivrt 
rov(i iKOvovToti fietprvptiv^ Uri oh ijl6vov Slkovovviv ^AA^ kou dpSSo'tv eeurd. That was 
accordingly the supreme thing; to be able also to see the mystery, the Christian 
possession of salvation. 

' The fight between Platonism and Aristotelianism was accordingly acute among 
theologians in the following centuries; they often indeed made heretics of one 
another. Up till now we only know these disputes in part; they are important for 
the later conflicts in the West, but they do not belong to the history of dogma 

' Even to-day simple-minded Catholic historians of dogma exist who frankly 
admit that he becomes necessarily a heretic who does not, ^.^., use the conceptions 
"nature" and "person" correctly; and they even derive heresy from this starting- 
point. Thus Bertram (Theodoreti, Ep. Cjnrensis, doctrina christologica, 1883) writes 
of Theodore of Mopsuestia : " Manifesto declarat, simile vel idem esse perfectam 
naturam et perfectam personam . . . Naturae vox designat, quid sit aliqua res, vel 
essentiam vel quidditatem ; hypostasis vero modum metaphysicum existendi monstrat. 
Ex quo patet, ad notionem perfectae naturae modum ilium perfectum existendi non 
requiri. //ac in re erravit Mopstiestenus^ et hceresis perniciosa ex hoc errore nata 
est. What a quid pro quo! The ignorance of the terminology, which was yet first 
created ad hoc^ in order to escape Scylla and Charybdis, is held to be the real 
ground of the origin of the heresy. Such a view of things, which is as old as 
scholasticism, undoubtedly needed mysticism as its counterpoise, in order not to 
perish wholly from the religious sphere. Atzberger (Die Logoslehre d. h. Athan., 
1880) has expressed himself still more unsophisticatedly, and therefore more 
instructively, on the relation of philosophy and dogma (p. 8, 29). But see also 
Hagemann (Rom. Kirche, p. 361): "The Patripassians arrived at their doctrines of 
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But dogmatics, undoubtedly the foundation, did not dominate 
the Church as a living power. The conception of the natures 
of Christ found its continuation in that of the sacraments and 
sacramental things by which men became participators in Christ. 
The perceived (xhii^Tov) thereby obtained side by side with the 
conceived (voyjrdv) an ever loftier, and independent significance. 
Symbolism was more and more expunged; the mystery became 
more and more sensuous. But, in proportion as the latter was 
made operative in the cultus, the cultus itself was regarded, in 
all its setting and performance, in the light of the divino- 
human. * All its sensuous side, which was presented for his 
benefit to the worshipper, was regarded as deified and as pro- 
moting deification. Now in so far as the believer derived his 
life entirely from this cultus, a ritual system, to which the 
character of the divino-human attached, took the place of the 
God-man, Christ. Piety threatened to be submerged in a con- 
templation of wonders, the spiritual in the sensuous, and theo- 
logy, in so far as not identified with scholasticism and polemics, 
in a science of mysteries. ' From this point of view we can 
understand the worship of images and the reaction of icono- 

God, his attributes, his creation, and incarnation, because they took their stand on 
Stoic logic and with it cherished the most extreme nomiualism, and because they 
absolutely rejected the objective existence of ideas." 

1 For the history of the development of the Greek liturgy after the fourth century, 
Swainson's The Greek Liturgies, chiefly from original authorities (London 1884), 
is the standard work. For the doctrine of the mysteries cf. Steitz' Abhandlungen 
in the Lehrbb. f. deutsche Theol. 1864 ff. 

2 If we collect the fourth-century evidence of crude sensuous superstition 
intimately combined with Christian piety, we might believe that it could go no 
further. And yet it did go further from century to century, as anyone can easily 
convince himself by reading the tales of saints and relics, among which those of 
the oriental monophysites are the worst. But apart from this increase, we have to 
call attention to the fact that this barbarous superstition ascended into higher and 
more influential circles and was systematically cultivated by the monks, while the 
corrective of a more rational theology grew ever weaker. Theology became more 
defenceless, because it had to adapt itself to sacred ceremony. The worst gift 
bequeathed by moribund antiquity to the Church was the ritual of magic and the 
monstrous number of great and little aids in need and means of atonement. It is 
not the case that this state of matters was produced by the inrush of barbarian 
peoples; on the contrary, the decomposition of ancient culture and religion takes 
the first place in the process, and even the Neo-platonic philosophers are not free 
from blame. In view of this circumstance it is natural to conclude that the reforma- 
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clasm which opened the fifth period. But this explanation is 
not complete ; another factor cooperated. This was the relation 
of Church and State which was also involved in the controversy 
about images. There always were discords between them; but 
these became more and more acute when the priesthood fell 
completely under the sway of the monks. Even from the fifth 
century the practice had begun of transferring monks to episco- 
pal chairs, and it had almost become the rule in the following 
centuries. But the monks both strove zealously to make the 
Church independent and claimed sovereignty among the people, 
and as a rule, though interested on behalf of the nations^ they 
also cherished a strong hostility to the State: in other words 
they endangered the settlement of Church and State established 
in the fifth and sixth centuries. Their most powerful instrument 
was the sensuous cultus which had captivated the people, but 
which undoubtedly, barbarous and mechanical as it was with 
all its appliances and amulets, was yet connected with the ideal 
forces still to be credited to the age, with science, art, and 
especially piety. Here we have the miserable dilemma of the 
period, and of the Church; the worship ofimages was barbarous, 
but iconoclasm threatened to introduce an increased degree of bar- 
barism. For the * enlightened * ( Aufklarung) were at the disposal of 
an iron military despotism, and despised science, art, and religion. 

tion of Athanasius bore little fruit, that it only checked for a time the polytheistic 
under-current, and, in a word, that the Church could not have got into a worse 
state than, in spite of Athanasius, it did, as regards the worship of Mary, angels, 
saints, martyrs, images and relics, and the trickery practised with amulets. But even 
if we were to go further and suggest that the later development ofdogma itself, as 
e.g,^ in the worship of Mary and images, direcdy promoted religious materialism, 
yet we cannot rate too highly the salutary importance of this dogma. For it kept 
the worship of saints, images and the rest at the stage of a Christianity of the 
second order, invested with doubtful authority, and it prevented the monks from 
cutting themselves wholly adrift from the religio publico. Finally, it is to be 
pointed out that superstition has brought with it at all times ideas and conceptions 
extremely questionable from the point of view of dogmatics, ideas which seem to be 
affected by no amount of censure. Overbeck (G6tt. Gel.- Auz. 1883, no. 28, p. 870) 
has rightly described it as a phenomenon requiring explanation that the gnat- 
straining centuries which followed Nicaea, could have swallowed such camels as, 
e.g,^ delighted the readers of the Acts of Thomas (even in the Catholic edition) or 
of the numerous Apocalypses (see the edition of the Apoc. Apocal. by Tischendorf 
and James, Apocrypha anecdota, 1893). 
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The Church of Byzantium was at that time engaged in a life 
and death struggle. Its existence was really at stake, and with 
it the existence of the old form of society and culture, in 
opposition to forces which as yet had no positive policy, but 
at first merely ruled by brute force. The priestly caste was 
arrayed against the military, the hosts of shaven monks against 
the standing army, which from the fourth century had played 
a great role, but now sought to be master in the state. These 
fearful fights ended in the restoration of the status quo ante^ 
in so far as dogma and cultus were concerned, and the old 
order seemed all the more sacred after the attacks that had 
been made upon it. But on the political side, the state sup- 
ported by the army carried off the victory — and this was not 
without consequences for the system and life of the Church. 
The monks were given a free hand in dogma, but their activity 
as ecclesiastical politicians was checked. The Emperor remained 
chief priest, in spite of some patriarchs who, until after the 
eleventh century, attempted to maintain an independent and 
equal position side by side with him. With the support of his 
army he resisted them. The independence of the Church was 
gone, in so far as it sought to rise above the level of an in- 
stitution devoted to ritual and worship. Its activity was com- 
pletely restricted to the mysteries and the preparation for death. 
It became an institution of the state, impressing it only by the 
unchangeableness of its doctrine and ceremonies. To the new 
peoples to whom this Church came, the Slavs, it was far more 
than to the Greeks an unchangeable, heavenly creation. A 
thousand years have passed away since the Slavs were hellen- 
ised ; and they have not yet ventured, like the Germans, to think 
and feel freely and at their ease in the Church, although they 
recognise in it a main defence of their national characteristics 
against the West. From the West these * Greek Slavs' were 
spiritually separated, after Augustine's ideas were admitted 
there. The external cleavage, though only complete in the 
eleventh century, began immediately after the image controversy. 
The states in the territory of the Greek Church stiU really stand 
under a military dictatorship: where this has fallen, as in the 
kingdom of Greece, a final stage has not yet been reached. 

II 
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States like the former support an ecclesiastical department, but 
no Church. 

The path into which Athanasius led the Church has not been 
abandoned ; but the other forces of life completely restricted it. 
Orthodox dogma corresponds on the whole to the conception of 
Athanasius ; but the balance which he held between the religious 
creed and the cultus has been disturbed to the disadvantage of the 
former. The creed still shows life when it is called in question, 
or when the nation it serves requires a flag. In other cases it 
lives in the science of scholastic mysticism, which has already 
become by degrees stereotyped and sacred, and in its presentation 
in pubUc worship. Theology also is bound to the latter; it has 
thus received a standard of which Athanasius knew nothing. * 

Our sources are the works of the Church Fathers and the 
Acts of Councils (Mansi). We still want a history of Greek 
ecclesiastical literature after Eusebius, capable of satisfying the 
most reasonable demands. Of more recent works on the sub- 
ject that of Fessler is the best (Instit. Patrologiae, 1850 — 52), 
Alzog's is the most famihar, and Nirschl's the newest. 

I It is very characteristic as regards this, that while Cyril of Jerusalem described 
the Christian religion as fJtd&ii(Aec r&v BoyfJi^ruv xoti xp^^ttq iyet^eti^ Photius defined 
it as (xSyfO'tQ xeti lAvvretyuyiet. From the fourth century interest was more and more 
transferred from the regulation of the whole life by religior, to its external consecra- 
tion through the mysteries. The distinctions are indeed only gradual, but the 
descent was very significant. The Greek Church ultimately gave up the regulation 
of moral social life, and therewith renounced the power to determine private 
morality so far as the latter was not dominated by fear of death. The ultimate 
reason of this is to be sought in the order of the monks and the constitution of 
the Graeco-Slavic states. 
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CHAPTER II. 

THE FUNDAMENTAL CONCEPTION OF SALVATION AND GENERAL 
OUTLINE OF THE DOCTRINAL SYSTEM. 

I. The dogmatic conflicts in the East from the fourth up 
to the seventh century have this in common, that they centred 
almost entirely in Christology in the narrower sense, as well 
as in the incarnation of the Deity. Since men of all parties 
were meanwhile conscious that they were contending for the 
essence of Christianity, it follows that the conception of the 
salvation offered in the Christian religion is to be deduced from 
the formulas over which they fought, and which then made 
good their ground. This conclusion is, however, made further 
certain from the fact that the oriental Church took no interest 
in dogma, apart from those formulas, at least in the time of 
these conflicts. ^ Anything else, therefore, outside of the formu- 
las, which was either fixed as matter of coursey or maintained 
in ambiguous propositions in opposition to Manichseism, Fatal- 
ism, and Epicureanism, did not possess the value of a dog- 

1 Very instructive in thts respect is the Church History of Socrates. A man^s 
orthodoxy is completely decided for him by his attitude to the dogma of the 
Trinity (see H. E. III. 7, VI. 13, VII. 6, 11). The Cappadocians and the theo- 
logians after Socrates held similar views; see Gregory of Naz. Orat. XXVII. 10: 
"Philosophise about the world and worlds, matter, the soul, rational beings, good 
and bad alike, about resurrection, judgment, and retribution, and the sufferings of 
Christ. For if on these points you hit on the truth it is not without service, but 
if you fail, you can suffer no harm" (cf. UUmann, Gregory of Naz., 1867, p. 2i7f.). 
We have also to consider here the contents of the oriental symbols, creed-decalogues 
etc. The interest taken to an increasing extent from the fifth century in the tenets 
levelled against Origen was biblical and traditional. It only became dogmatic at 
a time when in theology and Christology the influence of "antiquity" had taken 
the place of that of dogma. On the place and importance of the doctrine of the 
Trinity in Gregory, see UUman, p. 232 ff. 
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matic declaration in the strict sense. Remembering this, there 
can be no doubt that the essence of the Christian religion, and 
therefore the contents of its creed, are summed up in the 
following proposition. The salvation presented in Christianity 
consists in the redemption of the human race from the state 
of mortality and the sin involved in it, that men might attain 
divine life, i.e., the everlasting contemplation of God, this re- 
demption having already been consummated in the incarnation 
of the Son of God, and being conferred on men by their close 
union with him: Christianity is the religion which delivers 
from death and leads to the contemplation of God. ^ This pro- 
position can be more precisely defined as follows: the highest 
blessing bestowed in Christianity is adoption into the divine 
sonship, which is assured to the believer, and is completed in 
participation in the divine nature, or more accurately, in the 
deification of man through the gift of immortality. This gift 
includes the perfect knowledge and the lasting vision of God, 
in a blessedness void of suffering, but it does not do away 
with the interval between Christ and the believer. ^ From this 

1 I share fully the view of Kattenbusch (Confessionskunde I., p. 296) that the 
dogma was not merely supported by one idea, and that in the Greek Church of 
to-day the idea of redemption held by the ancient Church no longer rules directly ; 
but this view does not contradict the exposition given in the text. 

2 The fact that the idea of deification was the ultimate and supreme thought 
is not a discovery of recent times, but it is only in recent times that it has been 
appreciated in all its importance. After Theophilus, Irenaeus, Hippolytus, and Origen, 
it is found in all the Fathers of the ancient Church, and that in a primary position. 
We have it in Athanasius, the Cappadocians, ApoUinaris, Ephraem Syrus, Epiphanius 
and others, as also in Cyril, Sophronius, and late Greek and Russian theologians. 
In proof of it Psalm LXXXII. 6 is very often quoted — " I said ye are gods and all 
sons of the most High." Just as often are Uoicoi-^vi^ and ot'^otveto'tot expressly combined. 
Some Fathers feel the boldness of the formula; but that is very rare. I select 
merely a few from my collection of passages: Athanas. de incam. 54: "Avtoc 
evyfvQpM'nia'SVj Yvx iif^slQ ^sofroD^^oifJLSVy xoti xvtoq h^ocvspono'sv ixvrov $t^ o-MfjLxroQy Vvx 
illiei^ rov xop^TOv Txrpb^ 'hvotxv /^^^oof^gv, xxt xvrhQ vTrsfjcstvBv rjjv T«p' Mpuxov 
V^ptv, Vvx Mf^f/c xQxvxa-txv x?\.iipov9fjtiia-oof4,eVt cf. £p. ad Serap. I. 24, Orat. c. Arian. I. 
38, 39, and often; Vita Antonii, c. 74, Ephraem, Comment, in Diatess., init. (ed. 
Moesinger, p. i): "Quare dominus nosier camem induit? Ut ipsa caro victorise 
gaudia gustaret et dona gratise explorata et cognita haberet. Si deus sine came 
vicisset, quae ei tribuerentur laudes ? Secundo, ut dominus noster manifestum faceret, 
se initio creationis nequaquam ex invidia prohibuisse, quominus homo fieret deus, 
quia mains est, quod dominus noster in homine humiliabatur, quam quod in eo, 
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it follows: (i) that redemption, as seen in its final effect^ was 
conceived to be the abrogation of the natural state by a miracu- 
lous transformation of our nature; that accordingly (2) the 
supreme good was definitely distinguished from the morally 
good; and that (3) an atonement was not included in it. For 
atonement can only be thought of where the division between 
God and man is regarded as an opposition of the will. But it 
further follows from this that this theology, in agreement with 
the apologetic and old Catholic doctrine, admitted no indepen- 
dent object to our present life. The work of the Christian consisted 
wholly in preparing for death (to l^yov rov Xpt(rTtccvov cuSfi/ a^^o 

dum magnus et gloriosus erat, habitabat Hinc illud: 'Ego dixijdii estis'." Gregory 
of Nyss.j CoUoq. cum Macrina (ed. Oehler, p. 170); T&v oZv rotoCruv roti^ hkroO 
Tvp^Q JccrpetcciQ exxu^cep&svrcov rs xau ot^ctyvio'^ivTOiv^ liKota-rcv r&v Tp$$ rb Kpeirrov 
voov/jtevuv civrtto'sAtva'sraUt ^ ci<piaspa'tx, ^ ^ooyji fi rifivi^ ^ X^P^^t ^ ^^l^» M Bvvxf^tQ, 
Kou ii rt Ua/^o TOioVrov xurifi rt r^ ®€^ eTtSsupsla-^au siKdi^ofjcsv. Gregory of Naz., 
Orat. 40, c. 45 (Decalogus fidei, ed Caspari, Alte und Neue Quellen, 1879, p. 21): 
TTio'rsvt rov w/ov rov @eoV . . . roa-oCrov ccvipeoTrov $t^ ve^ Ha-ov a-v yh^ h* sx€7vcv @€6(;. 
So also Orat. I. 5: "We become like Christ, since Christ also became like us; we 
become gods on his account, since he also became man for our sake." On the 
other hand, compare Orat. XLII. 1 7 : fisQ^ vifiSiv rh xricrtiet^ r&v oh Ssuv el xrto-fJta 
Bs^ oh ®s6q, and XXXIX. 17:" How should he not be God, fo instrt in passing 
a bold deduction^ by whom thou also dost become God?" ApoUinaris Laod., Kari 
f*g/>o$ fria-ri^ (ed. Lagarde, p. iio): ^uiilv HvSpuTrcv yeyevyia-^eu rov rofJ @6oV ^6yov, 
Yva TJ^v Sf^oiua-iv rofJ STTOvpxvfov ^^^oof^sv xxt QeoTeoiri^&fJLtv. Macar., hom. 39. Pseudo- 
hippolytus, Theophan. (ed. Lagarde, p. 41, 21): tl olv a&^vacroiysyovsv 6 'dv^puTOQ, 
'itrrott xoii (^sSq. Dionys. Areopag., ssepissime, e.g., de cselesti hierar. c. i : »5 MA^wv 
civ^^oyoQ Haxri^. Sophronius, Christmas Sermon (ed. Usener, Rhein. Mus. fur Philo- 
logie, 1886, p. 505): QsuO&f^sv QgfxtQ f^sra^o^alQ xetl izif^^a-eo-tv, Leo, Patriarch of 
Russia (Pawlow, p. 126): eQeMtJizev @€oV rg fjurat/^yiypst. Gennadius, Confess, (ed. 
Kimmel, p. 10) : " dixit deus : Induam me came . . . et erit omnis homo tamquam 
deus non secundum naturam sed secundum participationem." We have, however, to 
notice that this deification, as understood by the Greek Church, did not by any 
mraDS signify roundly "Becoming like God". The Greeks in the main did not 
connect any clear conception with the thought of the possession of salvation (felicity) 
further than the idea of imperishable aess ; and this very fact was their characteristic 
feature. It is the ineffable, the transcendent which may therefore be described as 
the 6gt» ^va-tQj because it is enjoyed for ever. The interval between Christ — who 
was bom, and did not become, Son of God — and the sons by adoption is always 
very strongly emphasised; compare (the precise expositions in Augustine, De remiss, 
pace. II. 24) and above all, Athanasius* third discourse against the Arians ; further, 
Cyril Catech. II., ch. 4 — 7 and 19. Yet the Qiuo't^ of Mary forms a kind of excep- 
tion. The idea of deification is also found in Western writers, especially Augustine. 
But if I am not deceived Augustine himself brought it to an edifying end. 
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fVr/i/ yj fishsT^v ctTroivvitTKsiv), In the present there only existed 
a preliminary possession of salvation. This was represented (i) 
in the knowledge of God and of the accomplished incarnation of 
the Son of God, and therewith in the certain hope of being 
deified; (2) in power over demons; (3) in the call to salvation 
and perfect acquaintance with the conditions of its reception ; 
(4) in certain communications of divine Grace which supported 
believers in fulfilling those conditions — the forgiveness of sin in 
baptism, the power of certain holy rites, and holy vehicles, 
the example of the God-man etc.; and (5) in participation in 
the mysteries — worship and the Lord's supper — and in the en- 
joyment of the consecration they imparted, as also, for ascetics, 
in a foretaste of the future liberation from the senses and 
deification. * 

The certainty of faith in the future deification, however, because 
its possibility and reality, rested exclusively on the fact of the 
incarnation of the Son of God. The divine had already appeared 
on earth and had united itself inseparably with human nature. 

This conception formed the universal foundation for the 
development of dogmas in the fourth to the seventh century, 
though all might not equally understand it or see its conse- 
quences clearly. Only thus can we comprehend how the Church 
could perceive, define, and establish the nature of salvation in 
the constitution of the incarnate Son of God. Faith simply 
embraces the correct perception of the nature of the incarnate 
Logos, because this perception of faith includes the assured 
hope of a change of human nature analogous to the divinity 
of Jesus Christ, and therewith everything worth striving for. 
*We become divine through him, because for our sake he be- 
came man*. But the dogmatic formulas corresponding to this 
conception only established their position after severe fights; 
they never arrived at a perfectly exact expression; and they 
never obtained the exclusive supremacy which they demanded. 

1 Athanasius (Ep. encycl. ad episc. ^gypt. et Lib. ch. I.) mentions as the gifts 
of grace already possessed by Christians: (i) the type of the heavenly mode of 
life, (2) power over demons, (3) adoption to be sons, (4) and what is exalted and 
rises high above every gift — the knowledge of the Father and the Word himself 
and the grant of the Holy Spirit. This list is not quite complete. 
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The reasons for this delay, inexactness, and failure to obtain 
supremacy are numerous and various. The most important 
deserve to be emphasised. 

Firstly, every new formula, however necessary it might appear, 
had the spirit of the Catholic Church against it, simply because 
it Was new; it could only gain acceptance by deceiving as to 
its character of novelty, and as long as the attempt to do so 
was unsuccessful, it was regarded by the pious with suspicion. ^ 
Secondly, the ability of the Catholic Fathers really to explain 
their faith, and to deduce dogmatic consequences, was extremely 
slight. Grown up in the schools of philosophy and rhetoric, 
they never clearly felt it to be their duty to give an abstract 
account of their faith, however they might understand it. Far 
from describing the system of doctrine as a statement of the 
nature and contents of Christian piety, and from evolving the 
latter from its distinctive conditions, they found it difficult even 
to make a simple inference from their conception of salvation 
to the person of Christ and vice versa. Their reasoning was 
always being disturbed by apologetic or other considerations 
foreign to it. Energetic men, to whom the matter of religion 
should be all in all, were accordingly required, if an advance 
were to take place in the work of formulating it. But such 
men have been extremely rare. There have been few in all 
periods of the history of dogma who clearly perceived and duly 
appreciated the final interests which moved themselves. This 
is true of the ancient Church, though then matters were a little 
better than in later centuries. Thirdly, the formulas required 
conflicted with every kind of philosophy; they amounted to an 
offence to the thought of the schools. This circumstance un- 
doubtedly might afterwards prove an advantage ; it was possible 
to show the divinity and sacredness of the formulas by refer- 
ring to their inscrutability and therefore to the mystery that 
surrounded them. But as long as the formula was still new, 
this confirmation encountered doubts, and even afterwards, in 
spite of the 'mystery', it was impossible to do without a philo- 
sophy which should interpret it, and should restore confidence, 

> See above, p. 137, f. 
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as to the contradictions, by new combinations of categories. 
Now, as long as no such philosophy was created, faith was not satis- 
fied, and the formula was not guaranteed permanence. Fourthly, 
it was of the highest importance that by almost all the Fathers 
their conception of the salvation procured by the God-man 
(deification) was appended to, or bolstered up by, the system 
of 'natural theology'. But under this system knowledge and 
virtue were the highest blessings, and God was exclusively the 
judge who rewarded the good and punished the wicked. Now, 
it was undoubtedly possible so to combine these two lines of 
thought that neither was prejudiced, and we will see that such 
a combination alone corresponded to the ideas of those Christ- 
ians, and was actually brought about. But it was impossible to 
prevent natural theology from intruding more and more into 
dogmatics, and from interfering with the success of the mystical 
doctrine of redemption — for so we may well name it. Men were 
not in a position to strike at the roots of those views of Christ- 
ian salvation which did not definitely conceive the latter to be 
distinctive, and which therefore did not sufficiently differentiate 
it from virtue and the natural knowledge of God. 

Fifthly, the complete acceptance of the mystical doctrine of 
redemption was imperilled from another side, and this menace 
also could never be completely averted. The picture of the 
Hfe of Jesus contained in the Gospels, in spite of all the arts 
of exegesis, contradicted in a way it was impossible to dis- 
regard the Christological formulas called for by the doctrine. 
The life even influenced the form given to the dogma of the 
incarnation and its consequences ^ to an extent which, from the 
standpoint of the theory of redemption, was questionable; and 
it subsequently always accompanied the dogmatic formulas, 

1 In the introductory fourth Catechism in which Cyril summarises the main 
points of the faith, he says (ch. IX.): 'jriareve hi c/r/ oZro^ d ^lovoyevvi^ vioq tou 
&6oV $ix TocQ ciiMuprtot^ iiii&v 1% ohpxv&v Ketryj^Uv eTt rvn yyJQ. (ch. X.) : oStoq ea-rav- 
pwfljf vTT^p rav ccfjcaspTtav {ifji&v. Nothing is said of the abolition of death. So also 
in the Homilies of Chrysostom who generally tried to follow Paul, sin comes to 
the front. The saying " Let us not fear death, but only sin," is often repeated with 
variations by Chrysostom. Alexander of Alex, also in his letter to Alexander (Theo- 
doret H. E. I. 4) gives as the only ground of the incarnation of the Son of God, 
that he came stq uQenja-tv ccfjcaspriecQ^ but he is unable to carry out the thought. 
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keeping alive in the Church the remnant of a conception of the 
Redeemer's personality which did not agree with them. The 
Church indeed never lost recollection of the human individu- 
ality of Jesus in its simple loftiness, its heart-winning love, and 
its holy earnestness; it never forgot the revelation of God in 
humanity. Scripture reading and, in part also, preaching pre- 
served the memory, and with and by it thought was ever again 
led to the simplest and highest of facts, the love of God which 
is loftier than all reason, the rendering of service to our neigh- 
bour, sincere humility, and patience. But as the gospel pre- 
vented dogma from obtaining an exclusive supremacy, so also 
Pauline theology, and kindred views found in Holy Scripture, 
exerted an important influence, which maintained its ground 
side by side with the dogma, and often very strongly decided 
its exposition. That the work of Christ consisted in what he 
achieved, culminating in his sacrificial death, and signifying the 
overcoming and removal of guilt; that salvation accordingly 
consisted in the forgiveness, justification and adoption of men, 
are ideas absolutely wanting in none of the Church Fathers, 
and very prominent in a few, while in the majority they find 
their way into the exposition of the dogma of redemption. They 
do not agree with the latter, nay, in this combination can hardly 
be held to have deepened the conception in any point ; for they 
rather menaced the finality of the fundamental dogmatic thought 
in which men lived. In fact they wrought mischief, i,e., they 
led to moral laxity, as in all cases where they are only allowed 
a secondary authority. But their existence must be expressly 
stated if our view is to be complete. New Testament reminis- 
cences and thoughts and in general Biblical theological ideas 
of the most varied kind, always accompanied and impinged on 
dogma growing or full-grown. * They helped to delay its re- 
duction into formulas, and prevented the mystical doctrine of 
redemption and its corresponding dogmas obtaining a completely 
exclusive supremacy in the Eastern Churches. 

Sixthly and finally, the scheme of Christology, distinctive of the 

1 The contradictions and inconsistencies were not felt if it was possible to support 
the separate propositions by an appeal to Holy Scripture; see on this Vol. II., 
p. 331, n. I. 
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West, forced on the Church by the policy of the emperors, brought a 
disturbing and confusing influence into the Eastern history of dogma. 
The Eastern Church, left to itself, could only, if it had simply 
given expression to its own idea of redemption, have raised to 
a dogma the one nature, made flesh, of God, the Logos (filx 
^v(nq isov hiyov o'sa-apKuf^ivy]), and must have left the paradox 
standing that the humanity of Christ was consubstantial (ofiootia-tog) 
with ours, and was yet from the beginning not only without 
sin, but free from any kind of corruption (CpSopi). This dogma 
was condemned as heretical in the process, as we know, of 
forming an exclusive authoritative doctrine, and another was 
set up in its place which it required the most elaborate efforts 
of theologians to connect closely with the idea of redemption. 
Conversely, as regards the doctrine of the Trinity in the fourth 
century, while the correct formula— ■ correct, z,e., when gauged 
by the conception of redemption — triumphed, yet the consider- 
ations springing from natural theology and science were here 
so strong that the Eastern Church could only reconcile itself 
to the doctrine by the aid of a complicated theology, which in 
this case, however, was really heterodox, because it weakened 
the meaning of the formula. In the fourth century the correct 
formula triumphed, but the triumph was procured by a theology 
really heterodox; in the fifth and up to the seventh an incorrect 
formula, if gauged by the idea of redemption, became supreme, 
but theology was able to treat it orthodoxly. In view of these 
incongruities one is almost tempted to believe in the * cunning 
of the idea ' ; for this development alone made possible, or demand- 
ed, the application of the whole apparatus of Platonic and 
Aristotelian philosophy to dogma. Neither the conception of 
the o(ioov7ioq (consubstantial) as given by Athanasius, nor the 
strictly Monophysite form of the incarnation dogma, would have 
conjured philosophy anew to its aid, and to a greater extent 
than was contained in the dogma itself. This happened and 
could not but happen, because men would not understand 
ofioov(Tm as TXVTOucnog (ot the same substance); and because 
they were forced to fit the two natures into their system. Dog- 
matics (the doctrines of the Trinity and the Incarnation) became 
the high school of Philosophy. By them the Middle Ages 
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received all that they ever did of philosophical thought. And 
these facts were due to the circumstance that the idea of re- 
demption was not expressed purely and absolutely in dogma, 
that rather in the doctrine of the Trinity, as well as in the 
Christology, the formula overlapped its support, or the support 
the formula, and therefore necessarily called for endless exertions. 
Where would Plato and Aristotle have been in the Church or 
the Middle Ages if the East had honoured Athanasius and Julian 
of Halicarnassus as the sole authoritative Fathers of the Church, 
and how nearly was this the case with both! How much the 
East owes to the interference of the West, and yet, on the 
other hand, how greatly did the same West disturb ill But it 
is to be described as a gain from another point of view, that 
the correct formulas — those which corresponded to the Greek 
idea of redemption — did not establish their position. The evan- 
gelical conception of Christ was preserved to a greater degree 
in the Byzantine and Nestorian Church, based on the doctrine 
of the two natures, than in the Monophysite Churches. The 
latter only prove that the consistent development of the materi- 
alistic idea of redemption reduces Christianity to barbarism. 
The Arabians taught Aristotle to the Nestorians and not to the 
Monophysites. But those Churches also show that the Christ 
who possessed one incarnate nature — that phantom — reduced 
the historical Christ almost to the vanishing point. All the 
features of the man Christ of history, which the Byzantine and 
Nestorian Church still kept alive in their communities, are so 
many evidences that the old idea of redemption was forced to 
submit to limitations. 

But in spite of this the dogma of the God-man which sprang 
from the doctrine of redemption assumed a unique and pre- 
dominant position and alone constituted dogma in the strict 
sense. Theology = the doctrine of the Trinity, Economy = the 
idea and realisation of the Incarnation. The course of develop- 
ment also shows by its inner logic, which indeed, as already 
pointed out, was not so stringent as more recent scholars would 
have us believe, that it was in this dogma that the strongest 
interest was taken. After Athanasius had proved the necessity 
and realisation of redemption through the incarnation of the 
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Son of God, the consubstantiality (Homoousia) of the Son 
of God with God himself was first established. Then the 
fact was emphasised that the Incarnate was constituted similarly 
with man, and finally, the unity of deity and humanity in the 
incarnate Son of God was settled. The historian of dogma has 
here simply to follow the course of history. It is in this con- 
nection by no means clear how besides this the work of the 
God-man is to be treated. As regards the work of Christ we 
can only deal with * conceptions * which are not firmly allied to the 
dogma. But we have to remark finally, that not only in theory was 
the dogma planned eschatologically, i,e,y with a view to the future 
life, but that also in practice faith in the imminent approach of the 
end of the world still influenced the pious. In a few Fathers this 
faith undoubtedly held a subordinate place; but yet it formed 
the rule, and the storms caused by the invasion of the tribes 
as well as the political revolutions constantly gave it strength. 
II. In relation to the blessing of salvation man is receptive 
and passive. He receives it in this world in the hope of his 
faith, and enjoys it in the other as a transcendently glorious 
gift of grace. God alone can grant it, and no human effort 
can deserve it. As we have already noticed, this religious blessing 
of salvation is wholly different from moral goodness; for moral 
goodness cannot be presented, but must be gained by our own 
actions. On the other hand, Christianity as a religion cannot 
take up a neutral attitude to moral goodness, but must rather 
embrace the loftiest morality. That was also the universal con- 
viction of the Greek Church and its theologians. The problem 
which thus arose was solved without noteworthy vacillations, 
and in the sense of the theology of the apologists and Origen. 
It was assumed that freedom in the moral sphere corresponded 
to receptivity in the domain of religion and the blessings of 
salvation conferred by it; and that God attached the grant of 
the religious blessing of salvation to the achievement of a 
perfectly moral life, whose law, though not new, had first 
found expression in the Christian religion as something perfect 
and capable of being easily recognised. The scheme of nature 
and grace current in the West since Augustine, was not 
entirely unknown in the East, so far as words were concern- 
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ed. * But the latter already found "grace*' in " nature'*, ix,, 
in the inalienable natural disposition to freedom, and, on the 
other hand, conceived " grace*' to be the communication of a 
higher nature. Hence the above scheme was not adapted to 
express Greek thought. Christianity was rather, on the one hand, 
the perfect law of goodness, and, on the other, a promise and sure 
pledge of immortality. ^ It was therefore holy living and correct 
faith. The convictions that God himself is the good; that he is 
the creator of the inalienable reason and freedom of man ; that 
the perfect morality of man represents the only form of his 
similarity to God attainable in the sphere of the temporal and 
created; that the supreme law of goodness, hitherto obscured, 
has been once more revealed to men in the Christian religion, 
and that in the most impressive way imaginable — by the deity 
in a human form; finally, that the religious blessing of salvation 
procured by Christ contains the strongest motive to practise 
morality, ^ while it also includes mysterious forces which promote 
it : these convictions, according to the conception of Greek theo- 
logians, bound religion and morality together as closely as 
possible, and, since only the good man could receive salvation, 
guaranteed the character of Christianity as the moral reUgion. 
The monk Sophronius (seventh century) says in his Christmas 
Sermon: "Therefore the Son of God assumed human poverty, 
that he might make us gods by grace; and the divine father 
David sings in his psalms ... I said, ye are gods and all sons 
of the highest. God is in us; let us become gods by divine 

* It occurs, e.g.^ in the Homilies of Macarius. If elsewhere he speaks of xot^i%^ 
it is as a rule the substantial grace imparted in the sacraments (baptism) that is 
meant. The beginning of Cyril's first Catechism is very instructive: Kouvvj^BtaQiixtiQ 
izcc&iirati xact XptO'roO /Jtvo-rtiptODv xotvavot, vvv f/,lv r^ Kl.^(r8iy fjigr* h?<iyoy ^l xeci r^ 
Xccptrij Kotp$iatv iavrolQ Totijo-asrs kccivviv Kxi TrvsVf^ec xaetvdv^ 7vx ivcppoa-vvriQ viroho't^ 
yiv^o'^s ro7Q ovpxvo^Q. 

2 See Cyril, Catech. 4, c. 2: *0 riJc &so<re^eiai rp^Tro^ ex $^0 roCrm o-t/vgfl-TjfJce, 
^oyfJiXTUv svas^m Kxt Trpx^euv xyx663v. Kxt oVrs rx Idyfixru X^ph '^pyuv xyx^&v 
et/7rp6a-$€xrx r^ 0e^, oVre rk fivi (jlst^ shas^&v loyii^ronv 'ipyx ri^ovtJtevx Trpoo-^e- 
Xsrxt 6 &66i . . . fjceyto-rov rotvvv xr^fix Itrrt to t&v $oyfjc^roov fid^mix. 

3 Cyril begins his 18th Catechism with the words "The root of every good 
action is the hope of the resurrection. For the expectation of obtaining a corres- 
ponding reward is a spur to incite the soul to practise good works." The way to 
morality is made easy by removal of the fear of death. 
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transformations and imitations" (A/i tctvto o vlog rov Bsov dvdpco- 
Trli/yjv TTTUX^ioe^v h^tisTXt 7vx deohg vifiiq i7rap'yi(TyiTXi %<«i5/r/. xx) 
TxvTX fieXcpiuv i deoTTXTup A^/3/J .... 'Ey« sIttx' Bsoi hrs kx) 
vto) vxpifTTOv TTXVTsg. Bsig iv vifjuv' 6sadSo(iev dsixiq fisTX^oXxlq y.xi 
liilivi(Te(Tiv). * In the last phrase the Greek fundamental thought is 
put into a classic form. Only we must not take " (isTx^oXxlq *' 
and ^^ fiifiij<r€(nv'' to be equivalent. The former signifies the actual 
process, the latter its condition and form; not the sufficient 
reason, as is proved by "%4j5/t/.*'' There is, however, a form of 
morality which does not appear to be merely subordinate to 
religious faith and hope, but which anticipates the future blessings, 
or puts man into the condition of being able to receive them 
immediately. This is negative morality, or asceticism. It corresponds 
in a true sense to the characteristic of the religious gift of salva- 
tion ; it is also therefore no longer a mere adjunct to the latter, 
but it is the adequate and essential disposition for the reception 
of salvation. But in so far as ecstasy, intuition, and the power 
of working miracles can be combined with it, it forms the anti- 
cipation of the future state. The ultimate rule of this conception 
of Christianity may accordingly be compressed, perhaps, into the 
saying: "Dost thou desire the supreme good, incorruption 
(xCpixpcrlx), then divest thyself of all that is perishable.'* Side 
by side with this we have the more general rule "Dost thou 

* Ed. Usener, 1. c. Once more we have to compare Cyril of Jerusalem. After 
he has limited the "creed" to the ten sections of the Symbol he continues: f^trk 
$i TJfv yv&o'iv Tvii a-tf^vijQ xott €v^6%ov ravTiiQ xat xetvetyict^ Tr/o-rtuQ Kut osavrhv 
yvSidt ^otTov Ha-TtQ et. Accordingly, faith is that given from without, divine. Moral 
self-knowledge and self-discipline are independent of it. 

' The Greek Fathers speak not infrequently of the new birth in connection 
with N. T. passages, and it is to be admitted that some succeed in reproducing 
the thought satisfactorily, but only — so far as I know — when they adhere closely to 
the sacred texts. At all events we must not let oureelves be misled by the mere 
title. This is shown most clearly by the closing chapters of Gregory of Nyssa's 
Orat. catechet. (ch. 33 sq). By regeneration Gregory understands the mysterious 
birth in us of the divine nature^ which is implanted by baptism. As the natural 
man is bom of moist seed, so the new undying man is bom of water at the 
invocation of the Holy Trinity. The new immortal nature is thus begun in germ 
by baptism and is nourished by the Eucharist. That this conception has nothing 
in common with the new birth of the New Test., since it has a physical process 
in view, needs no proof. According to Cyril, regeneration only takes place after 
man has voluntarily left the service of sin (see Catech. I., ch. 2). 
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desire the supreme good, then first be good and nourish the 
new nature implanted in thee in Baptism by the Eucharist and 
the other mysterious gifts/' The extent to which all this was 
connected with Christ is shown by the saying of Clemens Alex. 
(Protrept. I. 7)— a saying which retained its force in after times : 
" Appearing as a teacher he taught the good life, in order that after- 
wards as God he might grant everlasting life ** (ro fJ^iSfv fS/S^?£i/ 
aTTiCpxvsig ug ^iii(ry.xXo^^ hx to xe) ^ijv iKTTspov ug Qsiq X^P^7^^V)* 
This whole conception of the importance of morality needed, 
however, no doctrinal and specific description, any more than 
the nature of morality and the principles of natural theology in 
general. All that was already settled in its fundamental lines; 
man knew it by his own reason; it formed the self-evident pre- 
supposition of the doctrine of redemption. The very freedom 
used by the Church Fathers in dealing with details shows that 
here they were treating matters generally recognised and only 
called in question by Manichaeans, Fatalists, etc., and that it 
was therefore unnecessary to have recourse to revelation. In 
describing the dogma of the Greek Fathers, therefore, we have 
to consider their views of the nature of salvation, * of God as 

* The fundamental conception of the nature of the blessing secured by salvation 
is yet not wholly unknown to rational theology, since the latter supposed, though 
with some uncertainty, that it could perceive a divine element in the original con- 
stitution of men (see, e^., Gregory of Nyssa). Even for the doctrine of the Trinity 
recourse was had here and there to reason and the philosophers. But we must go 
still farther. If the doctrine of redemption has been characterised above as mystical, 
this does not exclude the fact that faith confers redemption in so far as it confers 
a knowledge which in and by itself includes liberation. As long as men dealt in- 
dependently with dogma, this conception was by no means wanting; indeed it 
was really the hidden mystery in dogma which was clearly expressed by Clement 
and Origen, but only dimly shadowed by later teachers. From this point, however, 
faith and ethics were intimately combined; for ethics was also intellectual. No 
later writer has stated and known the thought so clearly expressed by Clement of 
Alex. (Strom. IV. 23, 149): ^tdvep 6 AijfJiSxpiTOQ sZ ^tytt **^^fi ^va-t^rs Kotth^otx^ 
xotpetie/^^a-tov ia-ri^* . . , x«i yotp m $t$»xti fJtirecppv^iJti^tt t3v ^vflpwTcv, figrappvdfxt- 
t^ova-a ^l (pva-tofrottl xat hvjvgyKgv ov$iv Hj ^vast fr^aa-diiveu roi6v$s \j XP^^V <^ 
fiu^via'si fitrxTWU&iivxf HfJt^u $i 6 xvpio^ ^rxpea-x^foti, rh fJt^ v Kark rifv ^mitovpyiecv^ 
TO II Kotrk fx Tif c hxivjicilQ oiv otter tfftv re Koi avavecoa-tv. The whole matter gradually 
became really mystical, />., indescribable and inconceivable in every sense in the 
Fathers; the intellectual phase and intention almost disappeared. Conversely, the 
reality of the blessing in salvation was thought of from the beginning as something 
supernatural, surprising, and bestowed from without. 
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the Good and the Giver of salvation, of the state and duties of 
man, etc., on the one hand, as a kind of ^/r/W presuppositions 
of the doctrine of redemption ; but, on the other, as individual 
conceptions, framed partly from contemporary philosophy, and 
partly from the Bible. They certainly have a right to a place 
in a description of the complete view taken by the ancient 
Church of Christianity; but as certainly they cannot be called 
dogmas ; for dogmas are as essentially different from self-evident 
presuppositions as from fluctuating conceptions. Our only reason 
for discussing them in the history of dogma is that we may 
guard dogma from misunderstanding and correctly mark off the 
space due to it. * The Greek conception of Christianity has, like 
an ellipse, two centres : the doctrine of liberty, which embraces 
the whole of rational theology, Stoic and Platonic, and the 
doctrine of the actual redemption, which is supranatural. Supra- 
natural as it was it admitted a relationship to natural theology, 
just as, conversely, freedom was regarded as a gift of divine 
grace. We find, indeed, that the two centres were first brought 
into the greatest possible proximity by the negative morality. 
Therefore from this point also the achievements of positive 
morality necessarily appear as a minimum to which the shadow 
of essential imperfection always clings. 

It follows from the above exposition that the doctrines of God, 
the world, and man — with freedom and sin, are to be prefixed, as 
presuppositions and conceptions, to dogma, />., the doctrines 
of the godman, while they are only to be discussed in so far as 

1 One might be disposed to assume that the dogmatic of the ancient Church 
also contained ariiculi puri et mixti^ but this designation would be misleading. 
In the opinion of the Fathers, the gospel must have made everything clear; con- 
versely, there is hardly anything in the dogmatics which able philosophers had 
not foreshadowed. The realisation was the mystery. Socrates says (H. E. III. 1 6): 
IIoAAo/ T&v 'TFup* *'EAAjfO'/ <pi?^oa'o<piia'^vruv ou fAOiKpoev roV yvavxt rov Osbv eyivovrOt 
Kxi yocp Koct TTpoQ roi/Q ^Trpovovjo-facv sia-ccyovroc^t oYrs 'ET/xot/p/ot/c, If 2eAA«$ epta-riKOv^t 
fAsrae rvJQ ^.oyiKvJQ I'TFivrvnim yevvxiw^ xTi^)^riia'acVy r^v ifiot^ixv ocvreSv ivaTpcTCvrfC, 
xau hoe rovreav t^v A^ywv %pf/(W^g/c julv ro7c rijv svaS^stocv oiywTrSia-i Kcerea-nio-ocv 
ou jujfv Tijc Ks^ot?^^^ ToC A.6yov SKp^nia-aVy rov [Mfj yvoHvoct rb xToycpvTrrdiisvoy oiTrb 
r&v ysvs&v text uTrb r&v octuvuv itxroc Xpia-rbv (Jtva-r^ptov Socrates had already in 
view violent opponents of the intrusion of *EAAjfv/xJf %xi^etx into theology; but 
the dispute so passionately conducted never really weakened the confidence placed 
in natural theology. The actual position is correctly described in Eusebius* phrase 
(H. E. IV. 7, 14): VI xx^* vii^xi It/ Uiotf; re xxt <Pi?^oa-6<po(i $6yfji,xa-i Ii^xvkx?^(x. 
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such discussion is required for the comprehension of dogma. 
But this does not complete the list of our tasks; the whole 
presentment of dogma must be prefaced by a chapter treating 
of the sources of our knowledge and our authorities, i.e,y Scrip- 
ture, tradition, and the Church. So also we must at the close 
examine the mysterious application of redemption — the mysteries 
— and all that is connected with it. 

The following arrangement of our material, in which a system- 
atic exposition forms the basis of the historical, because the 
foundations of our view have not changed since the time of 
Origen, will thus be appropriate. 

Ch. III. Of the sources of knowledge and the authorities, 
or of Scripture, tradition, and the Church. 

A. The Presuppositions of the Doctrine of Redemption, 

or Natural Theology. 

Ch. IV. The presuppositions and conceptions of God the 
Creator as bestower of salvation. 

Ch. V. The presuppositions and conceptions of man as re- 
cipient of salvation. 

B. The Doctrine of Redemption in the Person of the 

God-man in its Historical Development. 

Ch. VI. The doctrine of the necessity and realisation of re- 
demption through the incarnation of the Son of God. 

Appendix. The ideas of redemption from the devil and 
atonement through the work of the God-man. 

Ch. VII. The doctrine of the consubstantiality of the Son 
of God with God himself. 

Appendix. The doctrine of the Holy Spirit and the Trinity. 

Ch. VIII. The doctrine of the perfect similarity of constitu- 
tion between the incarnate Son of God and humanity. 

Ch. IX. Continuation. The doctrine of the personal unity 
of the divine and human nature in the incarnate Son of God. 

C. The Foretaste of Redemption. 
Ch. X. The mysteries and the like. 

Ch. XI. Conclusion. Sketch of the history of the genesis 
of the orthodox system. 
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Supplement i. — The Greek conception of Christianity appears 
undoubtedly to be exceedingly compact and clear, as long as 
we do not look too deeply into the heart of it. The freeing 
of dogmatics of all matters which do not fall within the scope 
of the doctrine of redemption is very remarkable. But these 
advantages are purchased, first, by abandoning any attempt to 
establish an inner unity between the supreme notions of " moral 
good** and ** blessedness** (imperishableness) ; secondly, by the 
depreciation of positive morality in favour of asceticism ; thirdly, 
by completely caricaturing the historical Christ. But the know- 
ledge of the Christian faith possessed by the Fathers up to the 
middle of the fifth century was still far from being in the deso- 
late slate in which theology makes no resolute attempt to 
deduce the consequences of a doctrine, while it does not venture 
to abandon it, but contents itself with perceiving **a profound 
element of truth** in any or every theologoumenon brought to 
it by tradition. The idea of the Greek Fathers, to which every- 
thing was subordinate, that Christianity is the religion which 
delivers from perishableness and death, was derived from the 
ancient Catholic Church. It presents itself as a specific limit- 
ation of primitive Christian hopes under the influence of views 
held by the ancients. It is possible to express it in a grand 
and awe-inspiring form, and this the Greek Fathers understood. 
Further, where misery, mortality, and finitude are felt to be 
the heaviest burdens laid upon men, the supreme good can 
be nothing but endless, blessed rest. In so far as the Greek 
Fathers perceived and firmly believed in this gift being confer- 
red by the Christian religion, while they connected its bestowal 
with Jesus Christ, they assigned to Christianity the highest con- 
ceivable significance, and to its founder the highest conceivable 
dignity, within their range of vision. But the mood which 
looked on Christianity from this point of view and regarded it 
as consolatory, was that of the fall and ruin of the ancient 
world, which no longer possessed the power to turn earnestly to 
an energetic life. Without premising this the dogmatic develop- 
ments are not intelligible. But we cannot retain the formulas 
of the Greek faith without self-deception, if we change or refuse 
to admit the validity of its premises. But if we are ready 
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honestly to retain them, then let us clearly understand to 
what Orthodoxy and Monophysitism came in the East. After 
they had piled one monstrosity on the top of the other, they 
were— to use a strong figure of Goethe's— almost choked in 
chewing the cud of moral and religious absurdities. Originally 
their doctrine was good for nothing in the world but for dying ; 
afterwards they became deadly sick on this very doctrine. 

Supplement 2. — If the conception of the supreme good may 
be regarded as a revised version, made by Greek philosophy, of 
the ancient Christian hopes of the future, yet this philosophy 
always rejected the idea of the incarnation of God, and there- 
fore could not, in its definition of the supreme good, attain the 
certainty which was given in the Christian conception. In the 
fourth and fifth centuries, however, there were even Christian 
theologians — Synesius, for example— who would not admit the 
incarnation of God without revision, and yet held by the thought 
of deification ; who accordingly approached, not rationalistic, but 
rather pantheistic views. At any rate, faith in the incarnation of 
God, along with the idea of creation, formed the dividing line 
between Greek philosophy and the dogmatics of the Church. 
"For what," says Athanasius, de incarn. 4 1 ,*' is absurd or ridicu- 
lous in our teaching, except merely our saying that the Logos 
was made manifest in a human body?'* (r/ ykp S^tottov^ vi ri 
%A£y)^^ TTxp" vi[jCiv i^iov^ yj Tdvrug on rov Koyov iv (rccfjcxn TTsCpxv- 
spootrixt AiyCjCtfy ;). ^ On the other hand, the Christian says (Cyril, 
Catech. 4, ch. 9): "If the incarnation was a dream, then salva- 
tion is also a dream." (E/ (pxyTXfT(j(,x yjv vj ivxvipc!)7ni(rt^^ CpxvTX(Tf4,x 
Kx) VI <TooTyjpix), That is the confession which in the Greek 
Church was the equivalent of i Cor. XV. 17 f. 

Stipplement 3. — In order to learn the classical form of Greek 
piety, the strongest root of dogma, it is necessary to study the 
literature of asceticism. For it seldom comes clearly to light 
in the dogmatic, apologetic, and polemical works, with the ex- 
ception of the writings of Athanasius, and in the homiletic 

* Compare Gregory Nyss., Orat. catech. 5: To /it^v il^xi K6yov ®eoG Koii TveVfjcac 
$1^ re rcSv koiv&v hvvotuv 6 "EAAjjv xxt Btot ruv 'ypoc(pixc3v 6 ^lovleitoi 'huq ohtc Stvri' 
Ag|g/, Tjjv ^l xocrk rbv HvOpoo'Trov otKovofJiixv roV @€oC ?i6yov xotrx rh 'hov ixtkrepo^ 
xvruv u'JToioKtfjL^o'St &Q ^T/d^viv re xect otiFpsfrvi Trspl OeoV A.syso'Qxt. 
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literature, apart from Chrysostom, it is always greatly disguised 
by rhetoric. But a distinction must be made even in ascetic 
literature: The descriptions of the piety of monkish heroes lose 
themselves as a rule in extravagance and eccentricity, and are 
not typical because the writers set out to prove the already 
supramundane character of those heroes. We have especially 
to examine numerous writings on **the resurrection,*' "virginity,** 
"perfection,** and similar subjects, and also the practical homi- 
lies. We obtain perhaps the clearest and truest impression of 
the piety of the Greek Church from reading the biography 
of sister Macrina, by Gregory of Nyssa (Oehler, Biblioth. d. 
KVV. I. I, 1858, p. 172 ff.). The dying prayer put in her 
lips (p. 213 f.) is given here because it expresses inimitably 
the hopes and consolation of Greek Christianity, yet without 
omitting the characteristic warmth of feeling which belonged to 
its very essence. 

"Her prayer was such that one could not doubt that she 
was with God, and heard his voice. She said: Thou, Lord, 
hast for us destroyed the fear of death. Thou hast made the end 
of this earthly life the beginning of the true life. Thou makest 
our bodies rest for a time ia sleep, and dost awaken them again 
with the last trumpet. Thou givest our clay, which Thou didst 
fashion with Thy hands, to the earth to keep it, and Thou 
takest again what Thou didst give, and dost transform into im- 
perishableness and beauty that which was mortal and unseemly. 
Thou hast snatched us from the curse and sin, having Thy- 
self become both for us. Thou hast crushed the heads of the 
dragon, which had grasped man with its jaw in the abyss of 
disobedience. Thou hast paved the way of the resurrection 
for us, having shattered the gate of Hades, and destroyed him 
who had the power of death. Thou has given those who fear 
Thee the image of Thy holy cross for a sign for the destruc- 
tion of the adversary and the safety of our life. Eternal God, 
to Whom I was dedicated from the womb. Whom my soul has 
loved with all its power, to Whom I have consecrated my flesh 
and my soul from my youth and till now I Place Thou an angel 
of light by my side to lead me to the place of quickening 
where is the source of rest in the bosom of the Holy Fathers. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Chap. II.] SUPPLEMENTARY l8l 

Oh Thou who didst break the flaming sword, and didst restore 
to Paradise the man crucified with Thee who begged Thy 
mercy. Remember me, too, in Thy kingdom, because I also 
am crucified with Thee, piercing my flesh with nails from fear 
of Thee, and fainting in dread of Thy judgments I May the 
awful abyss not divide me from Thine elect, nor the calumni- 
ator block my way; may my sin not be found before Thine 
eyes, if I, having failed through the weakness of our nature, 
should have sinned in word, or deed, or thought! Thou who 
hast power on earth to forgive sins, grant me forgiveness, that 
I may be quickened, and when I put off* my body may I be 
found by Thee without stain in my soul, so that my soul, 
spotless and blameless, may be received into Thy hands like 
a sacrifice before Thy presence.'* 

Supplement 4. — For centuries after the great work of Theog- 
nostus, which we only know very imperfectly, no complete system 
of scientific theology was written in the East. The idea of a 
system was in itself a philosophical one, and for its execution 
all that was in existence were examples whose authority was 
already shaken. Platonism only contributed to form a hetero- 
dox system. Aristotelianism with its formal logic, which triumphed 
over all difficulties, first succeeded in creating an orthodox sys- 
tem. Systematic works, in the period up to Johannes Damas- 
cenus, fall into the following lists. 

(i) On the incarnation of the Logos — or Son of God. In these 
works the central question of Greek dogma is discussed. The title 
varies, or is more precise, according to the standpoint of each: 
**On the two natures'*, "On not confounding the natures '*, etc. 
Under this head come also the polemical, dogmatic tractates — 
against Arius, Marcellus, Eunomius, ApoUinaris, Nestorius, etc. — 
as well as dogmatic monographs — on the Holy Ghost, the Trinity, 
etc. We have to notice finally the Expositiones veritatis at the close 
of the writings against the heretics, like those found, after the 
precedent of Hippolytus, in, e.g,, Epiphanius and Theodoret. 

(2) Exposition of Christian doctrines in catechetical form. 
Here Cyril's catechisms are especially important. * The catechism 

* The plan of Cyril's catechisms is very instructive. First, there is in the preface 
an inquiry as to the aim and nature of the instruction. It begins with the words 
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was always bound by the Symbol, but the Symbol necessitated 
the treatment of the main points of Jesus' history as points of 
doctrine, and the expiscation of their exact value for faith. Thus 
dogma gained an important supplement from the exposition of 
the Symbol. The decalogue of the creed by Gregory of Nazianzus 
also falls to be mentioned here. In the great catechism of Gre- 
gory of Nyssa catechetic treatment is combined with apologetic. 
Instructions how to pursue theological science came from the 
Antiochene school and thence penetrated into the West — ^Junilius 
— where Augustine had already written his work De doctrina 
Christiana. So far as I know, the older Byzantine Church pos- 
sessed no such instructions. 

(3) Apologetic works in reference to heathens and Jews, In these, 
natural theology — the monotheistic faith and doctrine of freedom 
— is unfolded, and the Christian view of history, as well as the 
proof of its antiquity, presented in opposition to polytheism and 
ceremonial religions; so in several works by Eusebius, Apol- 
linaris, Cyril of Alexandria, etc. 

''H^jf IMOCJCxpidrfiroQ ha-fiy, Tpo^ vfji,ScQ. Compare also ch. VI: B^stts f^ot TjfA/xjfv a-ot 
u%tacv 6 ^liio-oV^ ;^«p/5'«T«/ ... jtt^ voiMia-ifiQ Urt fAiKpov Tep&yttx PiOCfjL^^vBt^' Hv^pu^oQ 
&v otKrp^iy OeoC ?<x(i^ccvsii %pov^yopiotv . . . rofiro 7rpo^?<syrcov 6 "VuKftoii^hi 'iXeysv ex. 
TTpoa-uTTOv rou OsoC, STrst^if /tis/i^^ova-iv 'dvdpooTrot OsoO Tepov^yopiuv ?^a[z^acv6tv 'Eyft» 
sJttoCj Qeot ho-rs xott viot v^icttov TdevrsQ^ c. 12: I4v as xaeriixo^l^svoi €%eroiv% rt 
eip^xoca-iv of h^^a-xovrs^^ iAii$h ?^eys rtfi H^w fAva-ryjptov yoip a-oi 7rotpot$t$oix,8v xoti 
eA.7rt$ac iJi,sA?iOVTOQ ul&vo^' T^p\^(rov to fivcrrviptov r^ iMia-Qx7ro$6ry. Then follow three 
Catechisms which impart information concerning sin, baptism, and penitence in 
general, and are meant to awaken the right disposition. In the fourth a sketch is 
given of the system of faith according to the Symbol. Ten systems are distinguished, 
whose numbering, however, can no longer be established with certainty. The 
exposition contained in Catechisms 5 — 18 do not agree with the sketch, seeing that 
to the latter is appended a didactic section on the soul, the body, food, and clothing, 
a section which is wanting in the exposition; the latter rather in the last catechism 
deals with the Church, which is not mentioned in the sketch. The whole is con- 
cluded by five catechisms which explain the secret rites of the mysteries to the 
baptised. The decalogue of the faith by Gregory contains, in the first commandment, 
the doctrine of the Trinity ; in the second, the creation out of nothing and the 
providence of God; in the third, the origin of evil from freedom, not from an evil 
matter or God; in the fourth, the doctrine of the incarnation and constitution of the 
Redeemer; in the fifth, the crucifixion and burial ; in the sixth, the resurrection and 
ascension ; in the seventh, the return of Christ in glory to act as judge ; in the 
eight and ninth, the general resurrection and retributive judgment; the tenth runs: 
Aixarov hpydc^ov rb uyocdbv It/ rovrta rtSt 6siJi6?ii(p reHv ^oy^JLuroiv^ gTTSt^if Tr/a-rtQ 
X^ph 'ipy&iv vBxp^j wc 'ipyx $ix^ TTia-rsuQ. 
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(4) Monographs on the work of the six days^ on the human 
soul, the body, the immortality of the soul, etc. In these, also, 
natural theology is developed and the scientific cosmology and 
psychology in the oldest sources of the Bible stated. 

(5) Monographs on virginity^ monachisniy perfection, the 
virtues, the resurrection. Here the ultimate and supreme practical 
interests of piety and faith find expression. 

(6) Monographs on the mysteries, cultus and priesthood. 
These are not numerous in the earlier period — yet instruction 
in the sacraments and their ritual was regularly attached to the 
training in the Symbol ; see the Catechisms of Cyril which form 
a guide to the mysteries. Their number, however, increased from 
the sixth century. 

Copious, often intentionally elaborated, dogmatic material, finally, 
is also contained in scientific commentaries on the Biblical books 
and in the Homilies. 

The right use for the history of dogma of these different 
kinds of sources is an art of method for which rules can hardly 
be given. The rhetorical, exegetical, philosophical, and strictly 
dogmatic expositions must be recognised as such and distinguished. 
At the same time we have to remember that this was an age 
of rhetoric which did not shrink from artifices and untruths of 
every kind. Jerome admits that in the works of the most celebrated 
Fathers one must always distinguish between what they wrote 
argumentatively (S/^A£;ct/xw^), and what they set down as truth. 
Basilius also (Ep. 210) was at once prepared to explain a 
heterodox passage in Gregory Thaumaturgus, by supposing that 
he had been speaking not dogmatically (^o'/f/^XTiJcui;), but for the 
sake of argument (cc^yccvio-Tiicug), So also Athanasius excuses 
Origen on the ground that he wrote much for the sake of 
practice and investigation (De decretis synod. Nic. 27, cf. ad 
Scrap. IV. 9); and while completely defending the Christology 
of Dionysius Alex., he remarks that the latter in many details 
spoke from policy (kxt^ ohovo(j(,locv). The same stock excuse was 
seized upon by the Fathers at Sardica in the case of Marcellus. 
According to this, how often must the great writers of the fourth 
and fifth centuries themselves have written for the sake of 
argument {pcyoovKTTiy^ooq) \ Moreover, Gregory of Nazianzus speaks 
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of a necessary and salutary ohovof/^yjdijvxi rijv d^rjistxv, i.e., of 
the politic and prudent disguise and the gradual communication 
of the truth; and he appeals in support of this to God himself 
who only revealed the truth at the fitting time, ohovofiiKug 
(Orat. 41. 6, Ep. 26). Cyrus declares, in the monothelite 
controversy, that one must assume kxt^ ohovofilxv a not altogether 
correct dogma, in order to attain something of importance. 
Some, however, went much farther in this matter. As they did 
not hold themselves bound to stick to the truth in dealing with 
an opponent, and thus had forgotten the command of the gospel, 
so they went on in theology to impute untruthfulness to the 
Apostles, citing the dispute between Paul and Peter, and to 
Christ (he concealed his omniscience, etc.). They even charged 
God with falsehood in dealing with his enemy, the devil, as is 
proved by the views held by Origen, Gregory of Nyssa, and 
most of the later Fathers, of redemption from the power of the 
devil. But if God himself deceived his enemy by stratagem 
(/fta fraus\ then so also might men. Under such circumstances 
it cannot be wondered at that forgeries were the order of the 
day. And this was the case. We read even in the second cen- 
tury of numerous falsifications and interpolations made under 
their very eyes on the works of still living authors. Think of 
the grievances of the Church Fathers against the Gnostics, and 
the complaints of Dionysius of Corinth and Irenaeus. But what 
did these often naive and subjectively innocent falsifications 
signify compared with that spirit of lying which was powerfully 
at work even in oflScial compositions in the third and fourth 
centuries? Read Rufinus' De adulterat. libr. Origenis, and weigh 
Rufinus* principles in translating the works of Origen. And 
the same spirit prevailed in the Church in the fifth and sixth 
centuries; see a collection of the means employed to deceive 
in my altchrist. Litt.-Gesch. I., p. xlii fi*. In these centuries 
no one continued to put any trust in a documentary authority, 
a record of proceedings, or protocol. The letters by Bishops of 
this period throng with complaints of forgeries ; the defeated 
party at a Synod almost regularly raises the charge that the 
acts of Synod are falsified; Cyril and the great letter- writers 
complain that their letters are circulated in a corrupt form ; the 
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epistles of dead Fathers — e,g,y that of Athanasius to Epictetus — 
were falsified, and foreign matter was inserted into them ; the fol- 
lowers of ApoUinaris and Monophysites, e.g.y systematically corrupt- 
ed the tradition. See the investigations of Caspari and Draseke. 
Conversely, the simplest method of defending an ancient Church 
Father who was cited by the opposition, or on whose orthodoxy 
suspicion was cast, was to say that the hereties had corrected 
his works to suit themselves and had sown weeds among his 
wheat. The official literature of the Nestorian and Monophysite 
controversy is a swamp of mendacity and knavery, above which 
only a few spots rise on which it is possible to find a firm 
footing. Gregory I. (Ep. VI. 14) at once recalls in a given case 
the forging of the acts of the Ephesian Synod. What was not 
published as Nicene in later times, and to some extent very 
soon I Much indeed was even then dismissed as mendacity and 
deceit, much has been laid bare by the scholars of the seven- 
teenth century. But if one considers the verdicts, anxieties, 
and assertions of suspicion of contemporaries of those conflicts, 
he cannot avoid the fear that present-day historians are still 
much too confiding in dealing with this whole literature. The 
uncertainties which remain in the study precisely of the most 
important alterations of the history of dogma, and of the Church 
of the Byzantine period, necessarily awaken the suspicion that 
we are almost throughout more or less helpless in face of the 
systematically corrupted tradition. All the same I would not 
recommend so bold a handling of the sources as that formerly 
practised by the Jesuits, and to-day by Vincenzi (Ketzertaufstreit, 
Acten des 5 Concils, Honoriusfrage). 

Supplement 5. — The form assumed by the substance of the 
faith in the Greek Church shows very clearly the characteristic 
point of view. First, namely, it was conceived — though, so far 
as I know, seldom — as law ; indeed Gregory of Nazianzus sketched 
a decalogue of faith. This form must not be misunderstood. 
The faith appears as law only in so far as its contents consti- 
tute a revealed ordinance of God to which man has to submit ; 
we must not let it suggest to us a parallel to the moral law. 
Secondly, however, the creed is regarded in its formulas as a 
mystery to be kept secret. Men were initiated into the faith 
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as they were initiated into the sacred rites. * Secrecy was, 
according to ancient ideas, the necessary nimbus of all conse- 
cration. The conceptions of the creed as law and as mystery 
have this in common, that in them the content of the faitfi 
appears as something strictly objective, something given from 
without. ^ But in so far as the authority of any formula what- 
ever conflicts with original Christianity as much as this secrecy, 
the dependence of the Greek Church on the practice of the 
ancient mysteries and schools of philosophy is here manifest. 

Supplement 6. — Ideas of the realisation of the supreme good 
in the world beyond had to attach themselves to the phrases 
of the creed known in the Symbols, and were not permitted to 
disregard the numerous and diversified statements of Holy 
Scripture. The motley and manifold conceptions which resulted 
were owing to harmonising with primitive Christian eschatology 
on the one hand, and Origen*s doctrine of the consummation 
on the other, subject to due regard for the sacred writings. 
Origen*s doctrine was more and more regarded as heretical from 
the end of the fourth century, while previously recognised 
theologians, like Gregory of Nyssa, had reproduced it in all its 
main points. Its rejection marks the first decisive victory of 
traditionalism — itself indeed impregnated with speculation — over 
spiritualising speculation. In the fifth century, there were counted 
as heretical, (i) the doctrine of apokatastasis (universalism) and 
the possibility of redemption for the devil ; ' (2) the doctrine of 
the complete annihilation of evil; (3) the conception of the 
penalties of hell as tortures of conscience ; (4) the spiritualising 
version of the resuscitation of the body ; and (5) the idea of 

^ See the investigations into the so-called Arcan-Disciplin, by Rothe, Th. Har- 
nack, Bonwetsch, and Von Zezschwitz. 

- Constantine delighted in applying the name "law" to the whole of the 

Christian religion. This is western (nostra lex zz nostra religio); it is rare in the 

East. On the other hand, the whole Bible was not infrequently " the law *' in the 
one Church as well as in the other. 

3 Gregory of Nyssa still defended it, appealing to i Cor. XV. 28; see the 
second half of his writing Ttp/ ypvx^i xoct ivoca-rcia-suQj and Orat. catech. 8, 35. 
So also — for a time — Jerome and the older Antiochenes; even in the fifth century 
it had numerous defenders in both East and West. It was definitively condemned 
with the condemnation of Origen under Justinian. See under, ch. XI. 
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the continued creation of new worlds. On the other hand, the 
doctrines of Christ's reign on earth for a thousand years, and 
the double resurrection, etc., were in the East in part shelved, 
in part absolutely characterised as Jewish heresies. ' The return 
of Christ, which was still described as imminent, though for 
many theologians it had lost its essential significance, the judg- 
ment of the world, the resurrection of the body, ' the eternal 
misery {ixvxrog iv oUxvocfri^ — undying death) of the wicked, were 
maintained, and even the conception of a transfiguration of 
heaven and this earth was not everywhere rejected. Retained 
accordingly were only those points enumerated in the symbols, 
and therefore no longer to be passed over. To these were 
added the expectation of Antichrist, which, however, only 
emerged, as a rule, during exceptional distress, as in the times 
of Arian emperors, Julian, barbarous nations, Mohammed, etc., 
and by no means now belonged to the solid substance of 
theological eschatology; (yet see Cyril, Catech. 15, ch. 11 f., the 
pseudo-hippolytan work irsp) (TuvrsXeUq^ and the late apocalyp- 
ses of from the fourth to the seventh century). Blessedness was 
regarded as a state of freedom from suffering, of the perfect 
knowledge, and the intuitive and entrancing enjoyment, of God. 
Yet the majority recognised different degrees and stages of 

1 The last important theological representative of Chiliasm in the East was 
ApoUinaris of Laodicea; see Epiph. H. 77, ch. 37, Jerome de vir. inl. 18. Jerome 
labours to prove (Ep. 1 29) that the terra promissionis was not Palestine, but a 
heavenly place. The Apocalypse was, as a rule, not included in the Canon in the East 
(in older times). With this state of malters is contrasted very strongly the fact that 
in the lower ranks of priests, monks, and laity apocalypses continued to be eagerly 
read, and new ones were ever being produced on the basis of the old. 

2 The doctrine of the resurrection of man in spirit and body still always formed 
a main point in Apologetic evidences, and was, as formerly, proved from the 
omnipotence of God, from various analogical inferences, and from the essential 
importance of the body for human personality. The Cappadocians and some later 
Greek theologians still held, though in a much weakened form, to the spiritualistic 
version of the doctrine attempted by Origen. But, following Methodius, Epiphanius 
(H. 64, ch. 1 2 ff.) especially insisted that there was the most perfect identity between 
the resurrection body and our material body, and this faith, enforced in the West 
by Jerome, soon established itself as alone orthodox. There now arose many problems 
concerning the limbs and members of the future body, and even Augustine seriously 
considered these. He experimented on the flesh of a peacock, and confirmed his 
faith in the resurrection by the discovery of its preservation from decay. 
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blessedness, a conception in which we perceive the moralist 
encroach upon the ground of religion, ^ since it put a high value 
on special earthly achievements, such as asceticism and martyr- 
dom. As regards the blessed dead, it was supposed in wide 
circles that their souls waited in Hades, a subterranean place,, 
for the return of Christ; * there Christ had also preached the 
gospel to the good who had died before him. ' Not a few Fathers 
of the fourth century maintained, following Origen, that the 
souls of the pious at once enter Paradise, or come to Christ, * 
and this opinion gained ground more and more. It was uni- 
versal in regard to saints and martyrs. Besides, the conceptions 
of the intermediate state, like everything else in this connection, 
were altogether vague, since Greek theologians were only inter- 

* The assumption of various degrees of blessedness (and damnation) must have 
been almost universal ; for the divergent opinion of Jovinian was felt to be heret- 
ical; see Jerome adv. Jovin. I. 3, II. 18 — 34. Still it excited more real interest in 
the West than in the East (Augustine, De civitate, XXII., ch. 30). As regards the 
idea of future existence, some Fathers supposed that men would positively become 
angels, others that they would be like the angels. 

2 The different conceptions as to the relations of Hades, Hell, Paradise, the 
bosom of Abraham, etc., do not come in here. According to Gregory of Nyssa, 
Hades is not to be held a place, but an invisible and incorporeal state of the life 
of the soul. 

3 This old theologoumenon (see Vol. I., p. 203) occurs in western and eastern 
theologians. Those who would have become Christians if they had lived later, i.e., 
after Christ's appearance, were redeemed. The phrase descendit ad inferna came 
into the Symbols from the fourth century. We find it in the West first, in the 
Symbol of Aquileia, in the East in the formula of the fourth Synod at Sirmium 
(359 *'5 '■^ Karax^ovia KacTS?<66vrcc). It is at least questionable whether it was 
already in the Jerusalemite Symbol at the same date. Compare Hahn, Bibliothek 
d. Symbole, 2 Aufl. §§ 24, 27, 34, 36, 37, 39— 4ij 43? 45j 46—60, 93, 94, 96, 
108; Caspari, Ueber das Jems. Taufbekenntniss in Cyrillus' Katechesen, with an 
excursus: Hat das Jerus. Taufbekenntniss den descensus ad inferos enthalten, in 
the norweg. Theol. Ztschr. Vol. I. 

* With this it ccmld be and, as a rule, was understood that their felicity up to 
the last judgment was only preliminary. Two interests met here: those of a 
spiritualising religion and of primitive Christian eschatology; see Vol. I., p. 129 f. 
The latter required that blessedness should be attached to the return of Christ and 
the last judgment; the former demanded that it should be complete as soon as the 
believing soul had parted from the mortal body. Therefore, in spite of Jerome's 
polemic against Vigilantius and Augustine's against Pelagius, no fixed Church 
doctrine could be arrived at here, however much piety desired an absolute decision. 
See for details Petavius and Schwane D. Gesch. d. patrist Zeit, p. 749 ff. 
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ested ultimately in the hope of deification. * In the West, on 
the contrary, the entire primitive Christian eschatology was up- 
held pretty nearly intact during the fourth century, and even 
the idea of Nero returning as Antichrist had numerous support- 
ers. The reason of this lies in the fact that Neoplatonic specu- 
lation, and speculation generally, obtained at first no footing 
here, and the specific import of Christianity at the same time 
was still always expressed in the dramatically conceived eschat- 
ology. But the distinction between West and East goes at this 
point much deeper. Strongly eschatological as was the aim of 
the whole dogmatics of the East, it cannot be overlooked that 
the heart of the matter — the thought of the judgment — had 
been torn away from the eschatology since Origen. This thought 
which expresses the fearful responsibility of every soul to the 
God of holiness, and without which the forgiveness of sins 
must remain an enigma and an empty word, dominated the gos- 
pel, and determined ancient Christianity. But "scientific** 
theology had shelved it. ' The name is not wanting in Origen's 
system, but the thing had disappeared. In spite of all the em- 
phasis laid on freedom, nothing exists but a cosmic process, in 
which the many issues from the one, in order to return into 
the one. In such a scheme the Judgment has been deprived 
of its meaning. In subsequent times apokatastasis — univers- 
alism — was indeed condemned in the East, and Origen's system 
was rejected; but any one who studies closely Greek Byzantine 
dogmatics will see how profound was the attachment to this 
most important point in Origenism and Neoplatonism. The 
problems to which the creed gave birth in the fourth to the 
seventh century, and which men laboured to solve, discounten- 
ance any effective reference to the judgment. Again and again 
we have deification as a hyperphysical and therefore physical 

1 Clement and Origen had assumed a purgatory in the shape of a cleansing fire 
(see Vol. II.j p. 377, n. 5); the Greek Fathers, however, have, so far as I know, dropped 
the idea, with the exception of Gregory of Nyssa {Trtpi ^^t/%^$ Kxi xvxa-r^o-su^^ 
Oehler, Vol. I., p. 98 f.). From Origen and Gregory the conception passed to 
Ambrose who established it in the West, after the way had been prepared for it 
by TertuUian. The Scriptural proof was I Cor. III. 13 f. J compare Augustine De 
civitate dei, XXI. 23 sq. Enchir. 68 sq. (ignis purgatorius). 

* It still lived in the popular views of Christianity held by the Orientals. 
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process, but dogmatics tell us little of the tenet that it is 
appointed unto man to die and after that the judgment. For this 
reason also the strict connection with morality was lost, and there- 
fore in some regions even Islam was a deliverer. It was different 

<fin the West. What has been named the "Chiliasm" of the 
West, possessed its essential significance in the prospect of the 
judgment. If we compare West and East in the Middle Ages — 
the theologians, not the laity — no impression is stronger than 
that the former knew the fear of the judge to which the latter 
had become indifferent. It was the restless element in the life 
of faith of the West; it sustained the thought of forgiveness of 
sins ; it accordingly made the reformation of Catholicism possible. 
And any reformation, if it should ever take place in the Greek 
Church, will begin by restoring the conviction of the respons- 
ibility of every individual soul, emphasising the judgment, and 
thus gaining the fixed point from which to cast down the walls 

Lof dogmatics. 

Literature, — Hermann, Gregorii Nysseni sententiae de salute 
adipiscenda, 1875. H. Schultz, Die Lehre von der Gottheit 
Christi, 1 88 1. Kattenbusch, Kritische Studien der Symbolik, in 
the Studien und Kritiken, 1878, p. 94 ff. Ritschl, Die Christi. 
Lehre v. d. Rechtfertigung und Versohnung, 2 Ed., Vol. I., 
pp. 3 — 21. Kattenbusch, Konfessionskunde I., p. 296 ff. On 
Monachism, especially in Russia, see Frank, Russ. Kirche, p. 190 ff. 
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CHAPTER III. 

SOURCES OF KNOWLEDGE AND AUTHORITIES; OR, SCRIPTURE, 
TRADITION, AND THE CHURCH. 

The extent and authority of the Catholic authorities were 
already substantially fixed at the beginning of the fourth century, 
though their mutual relations and the manner of using them in 
detail were not. * Among the parties which contended over the 
correct definition of the dogma of redemption, they had to a 
certain degree become undoubtedly subjects of controversy. 
The great opposition between a more liberal theology and pure 
traditionalism was based upon a difference in the way of looking 
at the authorities. But this opposition never culminated in a 
clear contrast of principles. Consequently, theologians had no 
occasion to frame a special doctrine of the Church and the 
authorities — Scripture and tradition. The need was not, as in 
the case of the dogma of redemption, so pressing as to lead 
men to adopt the perilous and obnoxious course of formulating 
laws of faith anew. The petty skirmishes, however, with more 
or less obscure theologians and reformers, who point-blank ob- 
jected to this or that portion of the traditional basis, did not 
come before the great tribunal of the Church, and the conflict 
with Manichaeans, Paulicians, Euchites, and Bogomilians, has 
left no trace in the history of dogma. ^ 

1 See the account given in Vol. II., pp. i8 — 127, and elsewhere. 

2 The opposition to the Eustathians and Andians (see the Acts of the Synod of 
Gangra and Epiph. H. 70) does not belong to this section; for it arose from a 
different conception of the obligatoriness of the monk's life on Christians. On the 
contrary, it is noteworthy that Aerius, once a friend of Eustathius (Epiph. H. 75) 
not only maintained the original identity of bishops and presbyters — that had also 
been done, and supported from the N. T., by Jerome and the theologians of Antioch — 
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Still, changes took place in the period between Eusebius and 
Johannes Damascenus. They followed simply the altered re- 
quirements of the Church. They gave utterance to the increased 
traditionalism. Necessity became a virtue, ?>., every new point 
which was felt to be needed in order to preserve the unity of 
the Church, or to adapt its institutions to the taste of the time, 
was inserted in the list of authorities. This method was in 
vogue even in the third century. It was now only further and 
further extended. But it is hard to fix its results, since at that 
time there was no fixity and there could be none, from the 
nature of the principle that the state of the Church at any time 
was to be declared as in every respect the traditional one. ' 

I. Holy Scripture,^ 

To the two Testaments a unique authority was ascribed. 
They were the Holy Scriptures y.olt' i^ox^v; every doctrine had 

but he made the question an articulus stantis et cadentis ecclesia. We cannot now 
determine what motive influenced him. The attack of Marcellus of Ancjrra on the 
foundations of the prevalent theology, and his argument that the dogma was 
essentially iv3p«T/v»fC ^ovKyiq rs kou yvufinQ^ are of incomparably greater significance 
in principle. But his arguments were not understood, and produced no effect. Mean- 
while, the basis of the whole structure of the Catholic Church in the East was at 
no time left unassailed. The Church has never embraced everything which was, 
and might be, named Christian. After the Marcionites and the older sects had 
retired from the stage, or had fused with the Manichaeans, Paulicians, Euchites, and 
Bogomilians, etc., came upon the scene. These Churches contested the Catholic 
foundations as the Marcionites and Manichaeans had done; they accepted neither 
the Catholic Canon, nor the hierarchical order and tradition. They succeeded, in 
part, in creating lasting, comprehensive, and exclusive systems, and afforded work 
to Byzantine theologians and politicians for centuries. But important as it is to 
assert their existence, they have no place in the history of dogma; for at no time 
had they any influence whatever on the formation of dogma in the East; they have 
left no effect on the Church. Therefore general Church history has alone to deal 
with them. 

* The view held of the apostolate of the twelve first fully reached its Catholic 
level in the fourth and fifth centuries. The Apostles were (i) missionaries who had 
traversed the whole world and performed unheard of miracles, (2) the rulers of the 
Churches, (3) teachers and law-givers in succession to Christ, having given in speech 
and writing to the least detail all the regulations necessary to the. Church for faith 
and morals, (4) the authors of the order of worship, the liturgy, (5) heroic ascetics 
and fathers of monachism, (6) though hesitatingly, the mediators of salvation. 

2 See histories of the Canon by Holtzmann, Schmiedel (in Ersch and Gruber 
*^Kanon"); Weiss, Westcott, and especially Zahn. Overbeck, Z. Gesch. des Kanons, 
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to be proved out of them, in other words, opinions that held 
something necessary to faith which did not occur in Scripture, 
had no absolute validity. Any one who declared that he took 
his stand on Scripture alone did not assume an uncatholic 
attitude. This view of the Holy Scriptures presupposed that 
their extent was strictly defined, and placed beyond all doubt. 
But this supposition was for centuries contradicted by the ac- 
tual facts, which, however, were concealed, partly because men 
neither would nor dared look at them, partly because they really 
did not see them. The theologians of Antioch, and especially 
Theodore, criticised on internal and external grounds the contents 
of the Canon, as these were gradually being fixed ; but in doing so 
even they were guided by an ecclesiastical tradition. Their criti- 
cism still had its supporters in the sixth century, and its influence 
extended not only to Persia, but even, through Junilius, to the 
West. But neither the spirit of the criticism nor its results ever 
made any impression whatever on the great Church. * 

As regards the O. T., the oldest and most revered of the 
Greek Fathers followed Melito and Origen, and only recognised 
the 22 — 24 books of the Hebrew Canon, ^ according to the 
others in the Alexandrian Canon only a secondary validity, or 
none at all. While there was some hesitation about the Book 
of Esther, and that not only in Antioch, this decision obtained 

1880. The controversy with the Jews as to the possession and exposition of the 
O. T. still continued in the Byzantine period; see on this McGiffert, Dialogue 
between a Christian and a Jew, entitled 'Avtz/SoA^ Uxv/a-Kov Kcii ^/Xwvoq x.r.K . . . 
together with a discussion of Christian polemics against the Jews. New York, 1889. 

1 On the attitude of Theodore and his disciples to the Canon, see the thorough 
investigations of Kihn (Theodorus von Mopsuestia und Junilius Africanus, 1880). 
Theodore rejected from the O. T., Job, the Song of Songs, Chronicles, Ezra and 
Nehemiah, Esther, and the inscriptions of the Psalms; see Leontius Byz. Contra 
Nestor, et Eutych. L. III., ch. 13—17, Migne T. ^6^ p. 1365 sq. The fifth Synod 
expressly condemned Theodore's criticism and interpretation of Job and the Song 
of Songs, as well as his idea of inspiration in reference to Solomon's writings, and 
his exposition of some of the Psalms. On Theodore's prestige in Nisibis, see Kihn, 
P- 333 ^' j ^^ Junilius' dependence on him, 1. c, 350 — 382. For the dependence of 
the Nestorian Canon on Theodore's, see Noeldeke in the Gott. Gel. Anz. 1868, 
St. 46, p. 1826 and Kihn, 1. c, 336. 

2 Authoritative were especially the views of Athanasius, Cyril of Jerus. and 
Gregory of Nazianzus, who reckoned only 22 Books; see also the sixtieth Canon 
of the Council of Laodicea (363 ? inauthentic ?). 

13 
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in the Greek Churches, though divergences were not wanting 
in provincial communities. But it was always in danger of 
being disregarded, for the sacred books were continually tran- 
scribed from the LXX. ; and so, as a rule, those writings, ex- 
cluded in theory, were copied along with the others. The legend 
of the genesis of the LXX., again, was always highly valued, 
and it seemed to imply the sacredness of the whole translation. 
Yet it was only in consequence of the attempts at union with 
the Roman Church in the Middle Ages, and still more after 
the ill-fated enterprise of Cyrillus Lucaris (17th century), 
that the Greek Church was persuaded to give up the Hebrew 
and adopt the Alexandrian and Roman Canon. But a binding, 
official declaration never followed; the passiveness and thought- 
lessness with which it changed, or upturned its position in so 
important a question, is extraordinarily characteristic of the 
modern Graeco-Slavic Church. The question is not even yet 
decided, and there are distinguished Russian theologians, who 
regard the books of the Hebrew Canon as being alone strictly 
canonical. They are, however, growing ever fewer. * In the 
Western Church a state of complete uncertainty still prevailed 
in the fourth century as to the extent of the O. T. But the 
Latin Bible, complete copies of which may not have been very 
common, was a translation of the LXX. This fact was more 
potent than the historical views which found their way into the 
West from the East, in a disjointed form, and for whose 
triumph Jerome had laboured. Augustine, who was ignorant of 
Biblical criticism, held to the current Latin collection (see, e,g., 
his list in De doct. christ. II., 8), and at the Synods of Hippo, 
A.D. 393 (can. 36), and Carthage, A.D. 397 (can. 47), the Alex- 
andrian Canon was adopted. The decision that the Roman 
Church was to be asked for a confirmation of this conclusion 
does not seem to have been carried out. From that date the 
Hebrew Canon was departed from in the West, though the 
view of Athanasius, conveyed to It by Rufinus, and the decision 
of Jerome, exerted a quiet influence, and even apart from this 

* See Gass, Symbolik der griechischen Kirche, p. 97 ff.; Strack, Kanon des 
A. T. in Prot. R..E., Vol. VII. 2, p. 412 ff. The reader is referred to this article and 
to Introductions to the O. T. for details. Kattenbusch, Confessionskunde I., p 292. 
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some uncertainty — e,g,, in the case of 4 Esra, the Pastor of 
Hermas, etc., — still remained.* Cassiodorus seems to have taken 
a very important part in finally shaping the Latin Bible. But 
we cannot by any means describe the attitude of the West as 
uncritical. It only avoided the inconsistency into which scholars 
had fallen in extolling the LXX. as a divinely composed and 
authentic work, while they ranked the Hebrew Bible above it. 
As regards the N. T., the Alexandrian Church accepted the 
Western collection in the time of Origen, and in the course of 
the third century most of the others, though not yet all, ^ seem 
to have followed its example. In so far as any reflection 
was given to their historical characteristics, the Scriptures were 
regarded as Apostolic-catholic, and were acknowledged to con- 
tain the real sources of evidence for Christian doctrine. But 
the principle of apostolicity could not be strictly carried out. 
In many national Churches apostolic writings were known and 
revered which were not found in the Western collection, and 
conversely, it was not always possible to perceive the Apostolic 
origin and Catholic recognition of a received book. Origen 
already therefore adopted the idea, consonant to the spirit of 
antiquity, that the collection embraced those books about whose 
title a general agreement had prevailed from the earliest times. 
Canonicity was decided by unanimous testimony. But even 
this principle did not meet the whole case; Origen himself 
violated it in forming the group of seven Catholic Epistles. 
Yet it became the established rule, and put an end to any 
consideration of the question based on criticism of the facts. 

1 Gregory I. (Moral XIX. 13) thought it necessary to excuse himself for arguing 
from Maccabees. 

2 Thus Syrian Churches still used Tatian's Diatessaron in the fourth century ; and in 
a few circles among them there were retained in the Canon, the apocryphal correspon- 
dence of the Corinthians and Paul, the two Epp. of Clement, nay, even the Ep. of 
Clement de virginitate. On the other hand, some books were wanting. Not a few 
apocryphal writings held an undefined rank in the Syrian Patriarchate. In a word, 
the old Roman Canon, expanded in the course of the third century in Alexandria, 
did not get the length of being acknowledged in vast territories of the East 
proper. In spite of the association of the Apostolic Epistles with the Gospels, the 
higher rank peculiar to the latter was not done away with as late as the fourth 
century. Alexander of Alexandria (in Theodoret H. E. I. 4) describes the contents 
of Holy Scripture briefly as 'Law, Prophets, and Gospels/ 
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Eusebius, who was a very important authority, and who — if we 
are to understand the passage so — had been commissioned by 
the Emperor to prepare standard Bibles, followed the view of 
Origen ; yet in the case of one book, the Apocalypse, he expressed 
his dislike in a way that ran counter to the principle of the 
Canon. The three, or four, categories, in which he required to 
arrange the books, show that men were struggling wjth a diffi- 
culty not to be solved in this way, which could only be solved 
by time with its power to hallow all inconsistencies. * If we 
collected statistically all the Eastern information we possess 
concerning the extent of the N. T. from the date of Eusebius 
up to the destruction of Constantinople— direct and indirect 
statements by Church Fathers, Synodal decisions, Bible manu- 
scripts and indices from the Churches of various provinces, and 
especially Syria — we would be forced to the conclusion that 
complete confusion and uncertainty prevailed.* But this view 
would be erroneous. We have to multiply by hundreds the 
lists which enumerate 26 (27) books, ?>., the Acknowledged and 
the Disputed melioris notce of Eusebius. — Athanasius' Festival 
Epistle, A.D. 367, was of paramount importance in settling the 
complete equality of these two classes in the Patriarchates of 
Alexandria and Constantinople and in the West. — On the other 
hand, apart from the Syrian Churches, ' the lists which diverge 

* On the efforts of Eusebius to fix the extent of the N. T., see Texte und 
Untersuch. zur altchristl. Litteratur-Geschichte, Vol. II. i, 2, p. 5 ff. 

2 Almost everything which was esteemed in quite different circumstances in the 
earliest period, is to be again found somewhere or other in the Byzantine age. Most 
instructive is the history of Clement's Epistles and Ilermas. Conversely, the old 
doubts also remain and even new ones emerge (Philemon, see Jerome in his preface 
to the Epistle). 

3 The N. T. had a peculiar history in the Syrian Churches, which has not yet 
been written ; see Nestle, ' Syrische Bibelubersetzungen ' in the Prot. R.-E. Vol. XV. ; 
Bathgen's work on the Syrus Cureton. 1885, and my 'das N. T. um dasJahr20o' 
(1888). It is more than questionable whether Theodore of Mopsuestia did any 
independent criticism on the extent of the N. T. He, probably, simply adhered to 
the Canon of his Church, which then of the Catholic Epistles only admitted 
I Peter and i John, and rejected the Apocalypse; see Kihn, 1. c, 65 ff. and the 
Canon of Chrysostom. While the whole Church was substantially agreed about the 
extent of the N. T., from the end of the fourth century, wide districts in the Pa- 
triarchate of Antioch retained their separate traditions. . Only we must not forget 
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from the above owe their existence either to a badly applied 
scholarship, or to individual reminiscences, in rare cases to a 
divergent usage on the part of provincial Churches. From the 
end of the fourth century real unanimity prevailed, in the main, 
as to the contents of the N. T. and the authorship of the 
separate books, in Constantinople, Asia Minor, Alexandria, and 
the West. Apart from doubts of long standing, yet ineffectual 
and isolated, about the Catholic Epistles (and Philemon?), the 
one exception was John's Revelation, for which Eusebius* ver- 
dict was momentous. ' But even in this case attempts to come 
to a decision were given up : the book was shelved, and re- 
emerged, from the circles in which it had maintained its ground, 
without exciting any controversy worth mentioning. The dis- 
quieting distinction between Acknowledged and Disputed books, 
abolished by Athanasius, was but very seldom of any conse- 
quence in practice; but scholars still recalled it here and there. 
When the collection was limited to 26 (27) books, the reading 
of others in the Church was, from the end of the fourth cen- 
tury, more strictly prohibited. But even at the beginning of 
the fifth, men in a position to know, like Jerome and Sozomen, 
can tell us that the prohibition was here and there unknown 
or disregarded. Some primitive Christian writings were thus in 
use in the Churches down to the fifth century and later ; but the 
Monophysite Churches preserved, as a monkish protest against 
the spiritualism of Origen, Jewish Apocalypses revised by 
Christians and belonging to the earliest period, and the barbar- 
ism into which they fell spread a protective covering over 
these writings. ^ 

The details are obscure of the way in which the Western 

that the vast majority even of these had accepted the Roman Canon of undisputed 
books in the second half of the third century. But the agreement went no further; 
for from the fourth century they would take no more instruction from Alexandria. 

' For the rest, Weiss has rightly shown (Einleitung in das N. T., p. 98) that 
the extent to which the Apocalypse was rejected, has been somewhat exaggerated. 
Extremely noteworthy is the view of Didymus on 2 Peter (Enarrat. in epp. cathol.) : 
"Non est ignorandum praesentem epistolam esse falsatam, quae licet publicetur non 
tamen in canone est." 

2 In the Byzantine Church also Apocalypses continued to be read, and new 
ones were constantly being produced. 
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Church obtained the Epistle of James, second Peter, and third 
John. The Epistle to the Hebrews, not unknown to it from 
the first, it received in the fourth century as a Pauline com- 
position, from the East, through the famous intermediaries. 
Those same men did away with all uncertainty at the close of 
the fourth century on the ground of the decisions given by 
Eusebius and Atlianasius. The 27 books, Le.y the Canon of 
Athanasius, were alone recognised at the Synods of Hippo and 
Carthage (397), and this result was confirmed by Augustine's 
authority (see, e.g.., De doctr. christ. II. 8) without any general 
declaration having been made. * But the sharper the line drawn 
between the collection and all other writings, the more suspi- 
cious must those have appeared whose title could lead, or had 
once admittedly led, to a claim for recognition as Catholic sftld 
Apostolic. The category of "apocryphal*' in which they had 
formerly been placed, solely in order to mark the alleged or 
real absence of general testimony in their favour, now obtained 
more and more an additional meaning; they were of unknown 
origin, or * fabricated', and this was often supplemented by the 
charge of being * heretical*. But however great the gulf between 
the canonical and uncanonical books, it is impossible to con- 

1 See also under this head the verdict, freer because dependent on Theodore, 
which Junilius passed on the Catholic Epislles. Critical investigations have not yet 
arrived at a final result regarding the Decretum Gelasii. Augustine himself has not 
failed, besides, to notice the doubts that existed in his time; see Retractat. II. 4, 2. 
In his De pecc. mer. I. 27, he still leaves the Ep. to the Hebrews unassigned. In 
De doctr. christ. II. 8, he writes : " In canonicis autem scripturis ecclesiarum catho- 
licarum quam plurimum auctoritatem sequatur, inter quas sane illae sint, quae 
apostolicas sedes habere et epistolas accipere meruerunt." Accordingly, this principle 
still holds. "Tenebit igitur hunc modum in scripturis canonicis, ut eas quae ab 
omnibus accipiuntur ecclesiis catholicis, praeponat eis quas quaedam non accipiunt; 
in iis vero quae non accipiuntur ab omnibus, praeponat eas, quas plures gravioresque 
accipiunt eis, quas pauciores minorisque auctoritatis ecclesiae tenent. Si autem alias 
invenerit a pluribus, alias a gravioribus haberi, quamquam hoc facile inveniri non 
possit, aequalis tamen auctoritatis eas habendas puto." Since the older copies of 
the Bible continued to be transcribed, uniformity had not been secured. It is true 
we no longer possess western Bibles whose contents are limited to the earliest 
Roman Canon— Gospels, Acts, 13 Pauline Ep., i and 2 John, i Peter, Jude, Reve- 
lation — but we have them with an Ep. to the Laodiceans, the Pastor (though in 
the O. T.), and even with the apocryphal correspondence of the Corinthians and 
Paul. 
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ceal the fact that the Church never published a general decision, 
excluding all doubt, on the extent of the Canon in ancient 
times. The Canon of Augustine was adopted by Pope Innocent I. 
(Ep. 6, ch. 7, ad Exsuperium). 

With the complete elaboration of the conception of canonical 
books, every other description applied to them gave way to 
the idea of their divinity. * What could any predicate signify 
compared with the conviction that they had been composed 
by the Holy Ghost himself? Therefore the categories of canon- 
ical and inspired writings coincided, nay, inspiration in its 
highest sense was limited to the canonical books. The belief 
in inspiration was necessarily attended by the duty of pneu- 
matic or allegorical exegesis. This sacred art was then prac- 
tised by all, who were able thus to disregard the results of 
any other kind of exposition. The problems which pneumatic 
exegesis, praised even by cultured Hellenists, * had to solve, 
were mainly the following. It had (i) to demonstrate the agree- 
ment between the two Testaments, in other words; to christi- 
anise the O. T. completely, to discover prophecy every- 
where, to get rid of the literal meaning where it was ob- 
noxious, and to repel Jewish claims ; ' (2) to harmonise the 
statements of Holy Scripture with the prevailing dogmatics ; (3) 
to furnish every text with a profound meaning, one valuable 
for the time. Exegesis became a kind of black art, and Augus- 
tine was not the only man who was delivered from Manichaean, 
by Biblical, Alchemy. 

But while these tasks were generally fixed, a sure and un- 
varying method was still wanting. * Even the principles of 

* The conception that the canonical books were solemnly set apart, occurs first 
in Athanasius; the Alexandrians, however, including Origen, had the idea and 
even the word before him (Orig. Prolog, in Cantic). Athanasius writes in his 
Festival Ep. roc Kotvovt^Sf^evx Kott TxpaSoQivrot TTto'Tsv&svrx re &67ot shxt ^i^hix. 

' The Neoplatonic opponents oftheChurch were not quite honest, they were rather 
talking $txXeKTt)c£j^^ when they objected to the allegorical method of interpreting 
Holy Scripture. They treated their own sacred writings in exactly the same way. 

* Sozomen says (H. E. V. 22) that the Jews were more readily seduced to 
heathenism, because they only interpreted Holy Scripture ^rpoQ ptirdv^ and not ^rpoQ 
Qeuptxv, 

* Thus Arians and Orthodox sometimes appealed to the same texts. But the 
impossibility of drawing up a rule deciding how far the letter of Scripture was 
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Origen were not strictly retained. * On the other hand, the 
historical antiquarian interest, which he had awakened, in Holy 
Scripture, continued to exert its influence. It not only lasted 
up to the fifth century, ^ but it also exerted a critical and re- 
authoritative, caused more anxiety. Had God a human form, eyes, or voice; was 
Paradise situated on the earth; did the dead rise with all their bodily members, 
even with their hair, etc. ? — to all these and a hundred similar questions there was 
no sure answer, and consequently disputes arose between adherents of one and 
the same confession. All had to allegorise, and, in turn, all had to take certain 
texts literally. But what a difference existed between an Epiphanius and a Gregory 
of Nyssa, and how many shades of belief there were between the crude anthro- 
pomorphists and the spiritualists! The latter, as a rule, had reason to dread the 
arguments, and frequently the fists, of the former; they could not but be anxious about 
their own orthodoxy, for the old regula was on the side of their opponents, and 
the most absurd opinion had the prejudice that it was the most pious in its favour. 
Ultimately, in the course of the fifth century, a sort of common sense established 
itself, which could be taken as forming, with regard to the anthropomorphists, a 
middle line between the exegetic methods of Chrysostom and Cyril of Alexandria, 
and which had been anticipated by a few Fathers of the fourth century. Yet not 
many concessions were made to the anthropomorphists. Even Antiochians like 
Theodore had become suspected of an anthropomorphism incompatible with the 
honour of God (see Johannes Philoponus, De creat. mundi, I. 22. in Gallandi XH., 
p. 496). He who did not rise from the turpitudo liitera ad decorem intelligentUB 
spiritalis (Jerome ad Amos. 2) might come under suspicion of heresy. But, on the 
other hand, the Cappadocians themselves opposed those who allegorised "too 
much", and thus approximated too closely to heathen philosophers; and after a 
part of Origen's expositions had passed into the traditional possessions of the 
Church, the rest was declared heretical. Even before this Epiphanius had written 
(H. 61, ch. 6): n^vTflf rh Wiot. piji^arx ovk u?^Xyiy opioid ^ttrxty oiXXot *$ 'ix^t^ '^%*'i 
6gei)p/aQ $i leirou Koti eucd^a-guQ. Origen's thorough-going principle that "God can 
say and do nothing, which is not good and just", by which he criticised and 
occasionally set aside the letter of Scripture, was too bold for the Epigoni with 
their faith in authority. God had done what Scripture said of him, and what God 
did was good. This principle not only ruined all lucid science, but also deprived 
the Church of the intrinsic completeness of her creed. Yet we must not minimise 
the result of the compromise made in the fourth and fifth centuries, between the 
literal, allegorical, and typical methods of interpreting Scripture; for it has held 
its ground up to the present day in a way really identical in all Churches, and 
it seems to possess no small power to convince. 

1 For Origen's principles see Vol. 11. , p. 346. 

2 Origen, Eusebius, and Jerome are links in a chain of scholarly tradition and 
work. The succession, however, marked a descent not only in point of time. The 
attitude of Jerome and the conflicts in which he was involved show at the same 
time that the age no longer tolerated independent scholarship in historical criticism. 
Therefore it ceased after Jerome; such work was confined to registering antiquarian 
notices, even doubtful ones, which were accepted without reflection, since, having 
entered into the stock of tradition, they no longer roused criticism. 
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strictive influence on pneumatic exegesis. ^ This was the case 
among the scholars of Antioch. Diodorus and Theodore tried, 
following the precedent set by Lucian and Dorotheus, to form 
an inner connection between the pneumatic and the grammatico- 
historical exegesis. It cannot be held that this gave rise to a 
more rational method, or one more tenable from the critical 
standpoint. Yet in detail they followed sound principles. These 
again had been already pared down by Chrysostom and Theo- 
doret in favour of the dominant method, but they lasted in the 
Nestorian Church and its schools as long as science existed 
there at all, and their influence extended into the West through 
Junilius. ^ 

1 Besides, when driven by necessity, /.^., when brought face to face with in- 
convenient passages of Scripture, a way was found out of the difficulty in the 
demand that the historical occasion of the text must be carefully weighed. Thus 
Athanasius writes (Orat. c. Arian. I. 54), when setting himself to refute the Scrip- 
tural proofs of the Arians, and finding that he is in considerable straits: 6si $s, 
^Q gTri TToio'iiQ riiQ $st»Q ypx^iii Tpoo'tiKef TFOittv Koti civayKoifSv ho'Ttv, oVru kxi 
evT»Odoty KaS* iv sIttsv 6 uTedo'roh.o^ Kutpbv kki rh 'prpdo'UTrov Kxt ro Tep&yfiot^ $t67rsp 
%ypu^St TTta-rSii ex^otfifixvetv^ Yvx jtAJf Trxp^ rxOrx If Koci Tap' lirspdv rt toCtuv 3tyvo&v 
S oivotytyvua-Kuv %%oi rijQ &?^iiQtviiQ $txvotocQ yiv^rou. The same contention was often 
upheld in earlier times by TertuUian when driven into a comer by the exegesis of 
the Marcionites (see De praescr. adv. Marc. II. — V.). The exegetical "principle" of 
the Fathers gradually became the complexus oppositorum ; i.e.^ when the literal 
meaning was liisturbing, then it was, in the words of Gregory of Nazianzus, (Orat. 
XXXI. 3): 'h$vi^x r^c xa-gfisfUQ ea-rtv vi ^tKi» roC ypxfZfjLocroQ: or men spoke of the 
turpitudo littera^ the Jewish understanding of Scripture, the necessity of considering 
historical circumstances or the like. But if " advanced" theologians produced suspected 
allegorical explanations, then the cry was raised wc '^%€/, '^%e/, Holy Scripture is 
not to be understood according to Plato, etc. 

2 The distinction between Alexandrian — Origenistic — and Antiochene exegesis 
does not consist in the representatives of the latter having rejected wholesale the 
spiritual meaning. They rather recognised it, but they tried to determine it typi- 
cally from the literal meaning. While the Alexandrians avowedly set aside the 
literal meaning in many passages, and attached the pneumatic sense to texts by 
some sort of device, the Antiochenes started from the literal meaning, seeking to 
discover it by all the means of a sound exegesis, and then showed that the nar- 
rative concerned was a tnuh r&v iJLih>^6vraiv^ a type created by God, which had 
been fulfilled by Jesus Christ. They set up definite rules for the discovery of the 
literal meaning as well as for that of the typical and allegorical sense {6e<upix, not 
&Kh^yopix)^ which lay not in the words, but the realities, persons, and events de- 
signated by the words. The rules are strikingly like those of the Federal theolo- 
gians — Cocceius — and the school of Hofmann; the method of the author of the 
Hebrews furnished their model. This procedure had various results. First, the 
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The West received through Hilary, Ambrose, Jerome, and 
Rufinus, the erudite pneumatic method of the Greeks, as prac- 
tised especially by the Cappadocians. Before this, and for a 
few decades afterwards, the exegesis of the West was mainly 

method of Philo and Origen followed by the Alexandrians was strenuously opposed 
both in independent treatises, and in connection with exegesis. Secondly, an effort 
was made to give the literal meaning in all cases its due; thus Diodorus says in 
the Catena of Nicephorus (Leipz. 1772, I. p. 524): roO ihh^yopiKoiJ ro to-roptxov 
TrXslo-Tov Ua-ov TeporifiSifiev. Thirdly, a real covenant was accordingly recognised 
between God and the Jewish people, and that nation was accorded its significant 
place in the history of salvation: the " history of salvation" which thus originated 
differed essentially from that of Irenaeus (see Vol. II., p. 305). Fourthly and finally, 
the number of directly Messianic passages in the O. T. became extraordinarily 
limited; while, according to pneumatic exegesis, everything in the O. T. was in a 
sense directly Messianic, i.e.^ Christian, the Antiochenes only retained a few such 
passages. The horizon of O. T. authors was more correctly defined. Theodore 
decidedly disputed the presence of anything in the O. T. about the Son of God 
or the Trinity. Further, the Antiochenes distinguished grades of inspiration, namely, 
the spirit of prophecy, and that of wisdom, and they placed the former far above 
the latter. Although the advance of this exegesis on the Alexandrian is obvious, 
yet it is seriously defective in completeness and consistency in method. First, the 
Antiochenes, in spite of their polemic against the older expositors — Hippolytus, Origen, 
Eusebius, Apollinaris, Didymus, and Jerome — could not altogether divest them- 
selves of the old principle of the authoritative interpretation of Scripture; "they 
regarded the old traditional doctrine, the exposition given by the Fathers, and the 
definitions of Synods, as the standard and touch-stone of agreement with the creed 
of the Church, and they made of this rule what use they pleased " ; from this source 
their attitude became somewhat uncertain. Secondly, they only rarely succeeded in 
criticising the literal meaning historically; where they did, they employed rational- 
istic interpretations, and accordingly their procedure approximated to Origen's 
speculative exegesis, yet without following any fixed principle. Thirdly, their typolo- 
gical exegesis also often bordered very closely on the allegorical, and since they assumed 
a double sense in Scripture, they did not remove, but only disguised, the fundamental 
error of current exegesis. Fourthly, they could not make clear the difference between the 
O. T. and the N. T., because, in spite of their assumption of different degrees of 
inspiration, they placed the O. T. prophets on a level with the Apostles; see 
Theodore, Comment, on Neh. I. in Migne, T. LXVI., p. 402 : riJc echrviQ rov otyiov 
we^fJtecroQ %4p/T05 oY re Tr&heci f4,6rs7xov xxi 0! t25 tjJc KXivvii hot&^xiiQ vTnfpero^fJtevot 
fiva-rtipitji. Finally, by assuming directly Messianic passages in the O. T. they gave 
up their own position, and placed themselves at the mercy of their opponents. 

See later for the history of the school of Antioch, especially its relation to 
Aristotle. Diestel, Gesch. des A. T. in der christl. Kirche, p. 126 ff. Fritzsche, de 
Theod. Mops, vita et scriptis, Halae, 1836. Above all, the works of Kihn, Die 
Bedeutung der Antioch. Schule a. d. exeget. Gebiete (1866), and Theodor von 
Mopsuestia und Junilius als Exegeten (1880), where the older literature is given. 
Swete, Theodori ep. Mops, in epp. Pauli Comment. Cambridge, 1880, 1881. 
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characterised by absence of system; along with reverence for 
the letter we find all sorts of allegorical explanations, and in 
turn a predilection for a dramatic close to earthly history. 
Jerome was far from having fixed exegetic principles, since he 
allegorised against his better knowledge wherever the orthodox, 
confession required it. In his time Tychonius, a Donatist, drew 
up for the interpretation of Holy Scripture seven rules which 
were to remove all difficulties (Augustine, De doctr. christ. III. 
30 sq.). ^ These were adopted by Augustine in his work * On 
Christian Science*, which, subject as it is to the errors of the 
age, is a glorious memorial of the great Bishop's love of truth, 
and evangelical feeling. Of evangelical feeling, in so far as 
Augustine, in opposition to all biblicism, declared the study of 
Holy Scripture to be merely the path towards love; he who 
possessed love, no longer needed the Scripture, he lived with 
Christ and God ; accordingly he had ceased to require separate 
'saving truths*, for he lived in truth and love.' 



1 These rules are of material importance (for theology). The first treats of the 
Lord and his body: /.^., we must and may apply the truth concerning the Lord 
to the Church, and vice versa^ since they form one person ; only in this way do 
we frequently get a correct sense. The second deals with the bi-partite body of 
the Lord: we must carefully consider whether the true or the empirical Church is 
meant. The third takes up the promises and the law, i.e.^ the spirit and letter; 
the fourth treats of genus and species: we must observe the extent to which texts 
apply; the fifth, of the dates: we must harmonise contradictory dates by a fixed 
method, and understand certain stereotyped numbers as symbolical. The sixth 
discusses repetition : i.e.^ we have frequently to refrain from assuming a chronolo- 
gical order, where such an order appears to exist, and the seventh deals with the 
devil and his body, /.^., the devil and the godless, many things referring to the 
latter which are said of the devil and vice versa ^ see the first rule. 

2 The thought wavers between that of Origen, who also elevates himself above 
the historical Christ, and the genuinely evangelical idea that the Christian must 
stop short at " means of salvation " ; see De doctr. I. 34 : " Nulla res in via (ad 
deum) tenere nos debet, quando nee ipse dominus, in quantum via nostra esse 
dignatus est, tenere nos voluerit, sed transire ; ne rebus temporalibus, quamvis ab 
illo pro salute nostra susceptis et gestis, haereamus infirmiter, sed per eas potius 
curramus alacriter etc." In ch. 35 love is held up as the exclusive goal: ch. 36 
teaches that no one has understood Scripture who has not been led by it to love 
God and his neighbour; but if he has been led to this love, then he loses nothing 
by failing to hit on the correct sense of detached texts: in that case he is deceived, 
but without guilt: "Quisquis in scripturis (I. 37) aliud sentit quam ille quiscripsit, 
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But this thought of the book does not give its prevailing 
colour; this is furnished, on the contrary, by the other ideas 
that Scripture is the only way by which to come to God and 
Christ, that it is to be interpreted by the rule of faith, that 
obscure passages are to be explained by clear ones, and that 
the literal meaning, where offensive, must yield to the deeper 
sense. The numerous hermeneutic rules set up by Augustine, * 
which are so many expedients and very like Origen's methodic 
principles, determined the nature of exegesis in later periods in the 
West. In connection with whatever else was derived from the East, 
the view that there was a triple and fourfold meaning in Scripture 
became a fixed doctrine. ' The little book by Junilius which 

illis non mentientibus fallUur; sed tamen, ut dicere coeperam, si ea sententia faUi- 
lur, qua sedificet caritatem, quae finis praecepti est, ita fallitur ac si quisquam errore 
deserens viam, eo tamen per agrum pergat, quo etiam via ilia perducit." Augustine 
says indeed (1. c): ."titubabit fides, si divinarum scripturarum vacillat auctoritas," 
but, on the other hand (I. 39): "Homo, fide, spe et caritate subnixus eaqueincon- 
cusse retinens, non tndiget scripturis nisi ad alios instruendos, Itaque multi per 
haec tria etiam in solitudine sine codicibus vivunt . . . Quibus tamen quasi machinis 
tanta fidei, spei et caritatis in eis surrexit instructio, ut perfectum aliquid tenentes, 
ea quae sunt ex parte non quaerant; perfectum sane, quantum iq hac vita potest." 
This forcible way of assigning a practical purpose to the reading of Scripture and 
the understanding at the root of it, viz., that it was the whole that was of im- 
portance, is the opposite of the conception that Scripture embraces innumerable 
mysteries; but an affinity exists far down between them, inasmuch as Augustine 
seems to reserve to the monks the state in which Scripture is not required, and 
he borders on the belief of Origen (I. 34) that the Christ of history belongs to 
the past for him who lives in love. The whole conception is first found, besides, 
in the description by the Valentinian school of the perfect Gnostic; see Excerpta 
ex Theodoto, ch. 27: 1:0^ $i 'in ypx^viz xoti fjLotdtia'tuQ Kar6p&a)fjLot ry 4^vxv easlvifi 
r^ Kocdxpf yevofAsviiiy \i7e0v aott u%ioOrui irp6a'OiTOV TrphQ Trpdo'uirov 0f ov 6p&v ; besides 
Augustine expressly argued against those who supposed they could dispense with 
Scripture from the start, and appealed to an inner revelation (see the Praefat. to 
De doctr. christ.). He puts it beyond doubt that he who uses Scripture must bow 
to its authority even where he does not understand it. 

1 See the second and especially the third book of the work quoted. The second 
contains a short and precise review of all branches of knowledge which are 
collectively perceived to spring from heathenism, and it states which may and must be 
used by the Christian, and to what extent. The third book contains the hermeneutics 
proper. 

2 See Eucherius of Lyons, liber formularum spiritalis intelligentiae adVeranium 
filium, in Migne, Ser. lat. T. 50, p. 727. In later times the mnemonic formula was 
composed: Litter a gesta docet, quid credas alUgoria^ 

Moralis quid agas, quo tendas anagogia. 
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contained the Antiochene system of hermeneutics as handed 
down at Nisibis, although much read, made few changes. But 
it was exceedingly significant that Augustine, in spite of his 
view that it was only a means, had placed the Bible on such 
a pinnacle that all theologians who afterwards took their stand 
upon it alone as against tradition, were able to appeal to him. 
As a matter of fact Scripture held quite a different place in the 
Church life of the West from that in the East: it came more 
into the foreground. That also is to be explained, above all, 
by the influence of Augustine, * and the deficiency of the 
West in speculative ability.^ 

As the Church had never published a general decree, ex- 
clusive of all doubt, on the extent of Scripture, it had also 
failed to publish one concerning its characteristics. Freedom 
from error was generally deduced from inspiration, and it was, 
as a rule, referred to the very words. But on the other hand, 
an attempt was made here and there to leave room for the 
individuality and historical limitation of the authors ; minor in- 
consistencies were not wholly denied (see even Aug., De con- 
sensu evang.) ; and exegesis was often practised as if the strict 
dogma of inspiration did not exist. ' A clear idea of the suffi- 

1 The work "On Christian Science" points to Scripture as its sole object, and 
does not discuss tradition at all. However, the latter receives its due inasmuch as 
Augustine regards the propositions of ihe rule of faith — based on the Symbol — as 
the matters^ which constituted the essential contents of Scripture. In this definition 
we find the reason why dogmatics never ceased to waver between Scripture and 
the rule of faith. Yet we know that Augustine was by no means the first to hold 
this view. Even the writer of the Muratorian fragment and Irenaeus knew no better. 

2 Origen taught that Christian science was the science of Scripture; Augustine 
stands upon his shoulders. But afterwards, in the East, the interest in dogmatic 
formulas became uppermost, while in the West, the Bible remained pre-eminently 
the direct source of knowledge of the faith. 

3 Even the men of Antioch, by whom, Chrysostom not excepted, human elements 
were aknowledged to exist in the Bible, maintained the inspiration of other passages 
quoad Htteram^ just like Origen and the Cappadocians. Augustine accepted this 
freedom from error in its strictest sense; see Ep. 82. 3 (ad Hieron.): "Ego fateor 
caritali tuse, solis eis scriptuarum libris, qui iam canonici a^pellantur, didici hunc 
timorem honoremque deferre, ut nullum eorum auctorem scribendo aliquid errasse 
firmissime credam. Ac si aliquid in eis offendero litteris, quod videatur contrarium 
veritati, nihil aliud quam vel mendosum esse codicem, vel interpretem nonassecu- 
tum esse quod dictum est, vel me minime intellexisse non ambigam." In his 
work De consensu evang.^ which is particularly instructive as regards his whole 
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ciency of Scripture was certainly not reached ; it was maintained 
in general phrases, and was violated in generalities and in details. * 
Finally, as regards the relation of the two Testaments to each 
other, three views existed side by side. The Old Testament 
was a Christian book as well as the New: it was throughout 
the record of prophecy: it contained the true creed under cer- 
tain limitations and imperfections, and led and still leads educa- 
tionally to Christ. These points of view were adopted alter- 
nately as the occasion required. It was recognised that the 
Jewish nation had possessed a covenant with God, yet the 
consequences of this were far from being admitted. The same 
method of employing the Bible was still upheld in apologetic 
arguments as was followed by the Apologists of the second 
century. ^ For the rest, even Cyril of Alexandria still brought 
"heathen prophecy** to bear in this matter, while in other re- 
spects — speaking generally — the assumption of heathen 'prophets* 
and inspired philosophers excited suspicion. 

attitude to Holy Writ, he declares that the Apostles' writings make up sufficiently 
for the absence of any by our Lord ; for the Apostles were the Lord's hands, and 
had written what he commanded. It is extremely surprising that this being the 
view taken of the Bible — and even the translation of the LXX. was held to be 
inspired — yet no one ever ex professo reflected on how the Canon was formed. 
No miracle was assumed. Even Augustine quite naively stated, sancti et docti 
homines had formed the N. T. (c. Faustum XXII. 79). Here the authority of the 
Church comes in. 

* The early Catholic Fathers had already maintained the sufficiency of Holy 
Scripture, as well as the necessity of proving everything out of it; see for the 
latter point Orig. in Jerem., Horn. I. c. 7 (Lomm. XV. p. 115): MapTwpac567Aa/3g7v 
TOLii ypcc^^Q. ^Afi&prvpoi yocp act lT//3oAa/ vifjLcSv xxt at s^tiyiiretQ icTrt^roi st^tv. Cyril 
of Jerusalem has expressed himself similarly (Cat. 4, 17: AeT ykp Trept rwv dsim 
xoet ocytuv ri^q tti^tsuq fiva-r^piwv fi^H ro ruxov icvsv ro3v detcnv 'X'cepce$i$ordcu ypot- 
<poSv Kcet fiij a7r?iS)Q 7rt6osv6Tvio-t xott /idyoov Kotroto'Kevouq TFotpot^ipecr&oti. M»j5^ ifAoi 
r^ rxGroc o-ot ^^iyovri, afr}<aiQ 'Xto-rsvo'iflQ' eocv TJfv 0L7F6lei%iv rwv KoeTotyye?ihOfievuv 
UTTO r&v 6e/aiv fjivj A^|3}j$ ypu^&v *H a-urijptot ykp ccVrvi rijQ Trio'rsuq iifJL&v ovk I? 
svpe<rt?^oy/ceQ, a?</^oc e% u7ro^si%euq rSiv 6eiuv eo-rt ypce^Sv) ; cf. Athanasius (Orat. adv. 
gentes init. : Avr^pxsK; fiiv slo-tv otl Uyioci xxt QsdTvev^roi ypos^at %ph(; r^v riJQ 
«Ajfflf/ac ^TFoiyye^totv). So also the Antiochenes, moreover Augustine De doctr. II. 9 : 
"In iis quae aperte in*scriptura posita sunt, inveniuntur ilia omnia, quae continent 
fidem moresque vivendi, spem scilicet et caritatera." Vincent., Commonit. 2. 

' All the more did the use made of the O. T. for the constitution of the Church 
differ from the apologetic view. Very many of the regulations of the O. T. 
ceremonial law came once more to be highly valued by the Church, not as spir- 
itually understood, but as directly applied to ecclesiastical institutions of every sort. 
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2. Tradition. 

The authority of Holy Scripture frequently appears in the 
Fathers as something wholly abstract and despotic. It con- 
tained, in fact, a latent tendency to assert its independence of the 
conditions out of which it had arisen. But the revolution which 
was characterised by the isolation of the Bible,, its deliverance 
from the authority of ecclesiastical tradition, and the annihilation 
of the latter, only took place in the sixteenth century, and even 
then it was, we know, not completely successful. In ecclesias- 
tical antiquity, on the contrary, the bond was by no means sever- 
ed which connected Scripture with the maternal organism of 
the Church. The Church, its doctrine, institutions, and consti- 
tution, were held, in and by themselves, to constitute the source 
of knowledge and the authoritative guarantee of truth. As the 
holy. Apostolic, and Catholic institution, it possessed nothing 
whatever untrue or capable of amendment either in its found- 
ations or its development. Everything in it, rather, was apo- 
stolic, and the guidance of the Church by the Holy Ghost 
had preserved this apostolic fabric from any change. This 
thought was necessarily emphasised more and more strongly in 
consequence of the development undergone by Church affairs 
in the fourth and following centuries. Since at the same time, 
however, the independent authority and the sufficiency of the 
Bible were also emphasised, there arose difficulties, in part even 
manifest inconsistencies, which were never removed. * But they 
were not clearly felt, because men always possessed the power, 
when confronted by inconvenient monitors, to carry through 
ultimately, whether in the form of dogma, or in that of order, 
whatever was required. In face of traditions become obsolete 
an appeal was made to other traditions, or to the Bible ; where 
written testimony was uncertain or awanting, recourse was had 
to tradition; /.^., that was declared to be tradition which was 

1 The Orientals, especially the Antiochenes, but Cyril of Jems, also, adhered 
more exclusively to Scripture; the Alexandrians, and even the Cappadocians relied 
more strongly on tradition. Yet the differences are only in degree. At any rate, 
the difference comes out more strongly on a comparison of Theodoret and Cyril 
of Alexandria. 
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not to be justified under another title. Hence it is already clear 
that tradition never was and never could be systematised and 
catalogued, that an authentic declaration never was and never 
could be published as to its extent and scope. There was no 
single deliverance on the application of tradition, which would 
not, if consistently carried out, have thrown the Church into 
confusion. If Augustine therefore (De bapt. c. Donat. II. 3, 4) 
declared — certainly against his better knowledge — that * canonical 
Scripture was contained within fixed limits of its own * (scriptura 
canonica certis suis terminis continetur), yet it never occurred 
to him or any one else to maintain as much about tradition. 
The latter was in antiquity a wholly elastic category, as we see 
when we look at its use in individual cases; in summa it was, 
however, an extremely rigid and clear notion: meaning simply 
that the Church was determined, in spite of all changes, to 
regard itself as the unchangeable creation of the Apostles. It 
derived its claim to this view partly from the divine promises, 
partly from the organisation instituted for it, yet without alleg- 
ing confidently any empirical factor within the Church which 
should be the bearer of its infallibility. ^ The most important 
consequences of this view held by the Church regarding itself 
have been already stated in the second volume; but others 
came to be added in the post-Constantinian period. 

A. The creed of the Church was always held to be the 
most important part of its tradition. The anti-gnostic formulas 
which the creed had preserved passed over in the East, along 
with theorems, half biblical half speculative, and here and there 
with purely philosophical or polemical discussions, into the 
Symbols. ' These Symbols, which had been adopted for use 

* Reuter's excellent explanation of Augustine's position (Ztschrft. fiir K.-Gesch., 
Vol. VIII.j pp. 181 f., 186 f.) was then true of very wide circles: " The Episcopate 
and the Roman sedes apostoHca^ the whole relatively coordinated sedes apostolic a ^ 
the relative and the absolute plenary councils were held to be representations of 
the (infallible) Church; but not one of these factors, not all of them combined, 
formed the (infallible) representation of the (infallible) Church. The latter possessed 
no indubitably sure institution or organs indubitably representative of it." The 
decrees of councils were only placed on a complete equality with Scripture in the 
East, after councils had ceased to be held, and when the latter therefore were 
seen, like Scriptiu-e, in a nimbus of hoary antiquity. 

3 See Vol. II., p. 20 f. and III., pp. 48 ff., in ff. 
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in the Church, were regarded as apostolic testimonies. Their 
phrasing was not considered in the East to be due to the 
Apostles, but the honour paid them was justified from the 
Apostles* preaching. ^ These Symbols of the provincial Churches 
were supplanted in the period between the first and third (fourth) 
CEcumenical Councils by the Nicene, or soon thereafter by the 
so-called Constantinopolitan Symbol.' This confession^ had 
already been held at Chalcedon to be the creed pure and simple, 
and it never lost this place of honour. If it had already been 
constantly assumed that the doctrine of the Church was the 
theme, or the matter, constituting the real contents of Scripture, 
then this assumption was now definitely transferred to the 
Nicene or the Constantinopolitan Symbol. All subsequent 
dogmatic conclusions were accordingly regarded solely as ex- 
planations of this Symbol,* which was not maintained, how- 
ever, to be of Apostolic origin — in its language. Traditiotiy in 
the strictest sense of the term^ consisted in the contents of the 
Symbol for the time being. Cyril says of this (Cat. V. 1 2) : 
*In these few paragraphs the whole dogma pf the faith (is) 
comprised* (iy hxiyoiq ToTg (ttIxok; to ttxv ^dyf^x T>jg Triarsooq 

1 The Symbol of Gregory Thaumaturgus was derived from a special revelation ; 
see Vol. III., p. 115. 

2 There were two symbol -constructing periods in the East before a universal 
Confession was framed. The former of these embraced A.D. 250 — 325, the second, 
A.D. 325 up to the beginning or the middle of the fifth century. In the latter 
period the attempt was made either to transform the Nicene Creed into a baptismal 
Confession, or to displace it by parallel formulas ; sometimes the leading words of 
the Nicene Symbol were inserted in those of the provincial Churches. See on the 
history of this, the part played by the Bishops of Asia Minor in these develop- 
ments, and the history of the so-called Constantinop. Symbol, my art. " Konstantinop, 
Symbol" in Herzog's R.-E. 2, Vol. VIII.; Caspari's works, Hort's investigations. 
Two Dissertations, Cambridge, 1876, and Kattenbusch, Confessionskunde I., p. 252 ff. 

3 It was originally the Baptismal Confession of the Church of Jerusalem, revised 
soon after the middle of the fourth century, and furnished with a regula fidei 
concerning the Holy Spirit; it came thus to be honoured first through the authority 
of Epiphanius, and then through the energy of the Bishop of Constantinople, which 
also led to its supplanting the Nicene Symbol. 

* Monophysites and orthodox believers always professed to be able to read their 
Christological formulas word for word in the Symbol. The Greek Church maintains 
to the present day that the Nicene-Constantinopolitan Symbol contains everything 
we require to believe. 

14 
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7r6ptKx[JL^xv6[j(.6vov). As the Church had obtained in the Nicene 
Creed a complete and uniform Symbol, the view was transfer- 
red to it. There were two sides meanwhile to the relations of 
Scripture and Symbol. You might not believe the contents of 
the Symbol unless you could convince yourself of their truth 
from Scripture ; * but on the other hand, your interpretation of 
Scripture had to be regulated by the creed laid down in the 
Symbol. ^ In the West a unique dignity was retained by the 
old Roman Symbol (or its parallel forms in the provincial 
Churches) which was regarded as being composed of twelve 
articles. From the fourth century at least it was held to be 
the Apostolic Creed in the strict sense of the term. ' Its brevity 
and simplicity long preserved the Roman Church from extrav- 
agant theological speculations, but they could not barricade it 
against the theological development of the East. An industri- 
ous attempt was made, or at least professed, to derive the 
decision of dogmatic questions, as they emerged, from this 
Apostolic Symbol, and to rest upon it the whole of the ever 
increasing material of dogmatics. ^ It was only after the begin- 

1 So, above all, Cyril and the Antiochenes. 

2 No hesitation prevailed in the Church on this point; yet Synods simply for- 
bade certain expositions of Scriptural texts as heretical. The Church alone furnished 
the gubernacubitn inter pretationis (see Vincent., Commonit. 2, 41) and that in its 
concise guide to faith, the Symbol. After the Constantinopolitan Symbol had been 
placed on an inaccessible height, we no longer find the blunt assertion that the 
creed is compiled from the Holy Scriptures. But this contention was also historically 
false. (For it see Cyril, Cat. V. 12): oh y^p uq 'i^o^ev MpuTotg a-vvsrsdii rx tmc 
Uia-reui' ci/,^^ Ik 'je^c^^ ypoc^ilQ rk xxtptooroeroe o-v^^sx^^vros fiiotv avocTK^poi r\jv 
ri^i Uta-reaQ h$oc(rxa}<tocv. *' Canon" was originally the rule of faith; the Scripture 
had in truth intervened, yet so that its authority had a support placed still further 
back, namely, the O. T. and the Lord's sayings. 

3 See my art. " Apostolisches Symbol " in Herzog's R.-E. 2 B. I. The opinion that 
the Apostles had composed the Symbol jointly (Rufinus) cannot be traced earlier 
than the middle of the fourth century, but it may be much older. Yet we must 
not date it too soon; for if the Churches of the western provinces had received 
the Symbol with this legend attached, they would hardly have ventured to propose 
changes on it. It was certainly not extolled even in Rome in the third century, 
so exuberantly as it was afterwards by Ambrose. 

4 This point falls to be discussed in the next book. Augustine had to rest his 
distinctive theology on the Symbol, though the latter was only imperfectly adapted 
for the purpose. 
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ning of the fifth century that the Constantinopolitan Symbol 
supplanted the apostolic in Church use in Rome and the West, ^ 
yet without the latter losing its prestige. This was of course 
transferred in part to the new Symbol, but the old remained, 
though latent, in force. " The twelve articles of the Apostolic 
Symbol^ to be explained by the Constantinopolitan, constituted 
in the West the ecclesiastical tradition kxt' i^ox^v. Justinian's 
legislation confirmed this conception, though, indeed, that was 
not needed. ' 

B. At the beginning of the fourth century there already 
entered into the composition of the Church, not only its creed, 
but a cultus fixed in its main features; there were further 
disciplinary and ceremonial provisions — still differing, indeed, in 
part in the various provincial Churches* — and finally, a settled 
constitution. It was only in a very late period that the notion 
of apostolicity was applied, in the strict sense, to the whole of 
these elements ; ^ but not only did the foundations of these 
ordinances come to be characterised as apostolic, but as a rule, 
and to an increasing extent, everything which there was a desire 
to assure of permanence. Different methods were adopted, 
however, of establishing the apostolic character of these institu- 
tions. First, it was maintained that regulations observed by the 
whole Church required no proof that they were Apostolic. * 

* See my art. on the Constantinop. Symbol, 1. c. 

3 The history of the Apostolic Symbol between the fifth and sixth centuries 
urgently requires investigation. 

' Justinian's law-book is headed by the art. " De summa trinitate et de fide catholica 
et ut nemo de ea publice contendere audeat " ; but see also the famous decree of 
the Emperors, Gratian, Valentinian and Theodosius, A.D. 380, with which the 
law-book begins. 

* See, e.g.^ Socrates, H. E. V. 22. 

5 When this occurred a very exact distinction had already been made between 
faith and disciplinary law. Apostolic faith was something different from and higher 
than apostolic laws {hxr^^st^^ v6fJtot^ xocv6vsq ixx/^iia-toca-rtxoi hk rSiv XToa-rS^uv). 
This corrected the equality apparently attributed to the two branches of tradition 
by the common predicate "apostolic." 

« See August., De bapt. c. Donat. II. 7, 12: "Multa, quae non inveniuntur in 
litteris apostolorum neque in conciliis posteriorum, et tamen quia per universam 
custodiuntur ecclesiam, non nisi ab ipsis tradita et commendata creduntur." IV. 
24. 31: "Quod universa tenet ecclesia, nee conciliis institutum sed semper retentum 
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Secondly, advantage was taken in the East, of the numerous 
legends of the Apostles current in the Churches; they began 
to be used in connection with the government and cultus of 
the Churches in such a way that definite detailed regulations 
were attributed to the Apostles, individually or collectively, 
whenever they were required for the discipline or cultus of the 
time. * Thirdly, men began in the fourth century— not un- 
influenced by Clement and Origen — to introduce the notion of 
a TTxpoL^otTiq ccypa<pog (unwritten tradition), in whose wholly un- 
defined contents were even included dogmatic theories which 
it was not everyone's business to understand; yet it dealt 
extremely seldom with the trinitarian and Christological catch- 
words. This idea of an * unwritten tradition * crept in in a very 
real sense; for it conflicted with more than one main point in 
the fundamental positions of the Church. But it attained high 
honour, and its existence absolutely became a dogma. But 

est, non nisi auctoritate apostolica traditum rectissime creditur." V. 23. 31 : " Multa, 
quae universa tenet ecclesia et ob hoc ab apostolis prsecepta bene creduntur, quam- 
quam scripta non reperiantur." 

* The Apologists had exhibited Christianity as the worship of God in Spirit and 
in truth, and as an alliance regulated by equality and fraternity. But there had grad- 
ually developed a complicated cultus round the mysteries, and a comprehensive and 
detailed code of discipline had become necessary. For both of these appeal was 
made to an increasing extent to apostolic authority. Compare the Apostolic Con- 
stitutions, the KuvSvsQ 6KK?iiio-toea-rtKoij the Apostolic Canons, in general the mass of 
material, partly published, partly discussed, by Bickell, Pitra, and Lagarde ; further, 
the designation of the Liturgies of the provincial Churches as by Mark, James, etc. 
The history, still partly unwritten, of these Eastern forgeries under apostolic names 
is closely connected with the general history of the legends of the Apostles (see 
Lipsius, Die apokryphen Apostelgesch.). The O. T. commandments were again 
introduced into the Church by means of apostolic fictions, until the ancient awe of 
Moses, the law-giver, was surmounted. After apostolic commandments of this sort 
had been allowed to spring up luxuriantly for a time, the Church had no little 
trouble to exorcise the spirits it had conjured. A sifting process began from the 
sixth century — at least in the Byzantine Church — to which, e.g.^ the Constitutions fell 
a victim. In the law books of the Monophysite and Nestorian Churches, much more 
comprehensive matter had been preserved, under apostolic names, as possessed of 
the value of law. Yet it did not receive the same honour as the Holy Scriptures. 
In order to realise the possibility of such an unabashed invention of regulations 
cloaked with the authority and name of the Apostles, we must remember that, from 
the second century, writings bearing on discipline were in existence, called $t$acxoei 
or $tccr^^stQ r^v iToo-r^Awv, and that these, having no individual impress, were 
thoroughly adapted for constant remodelling and expansion. 
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because it really made all else unnecessary and was a dangerous 
drastic expedient, it was not defined, nor was its extent ever 
determined. And it did not banish Scriptural proof or the 
appeal to familiar and demonstrable tradition. The existence 
was maintained of a tradition which dispensed with all criteria 
— and that was what the Trocpxhoaiq ccypixCpog was; but a prudent 
use was made of it. Unwritten tradition was preferentially 
applied to the development of ritual and the sacramental per- 
formance of the mysteries, while the secret truths of the creed 
were based exclusively on Scripture and the Councils. * But 

1 The assumption of a secret apostolic tradition — that is, the 7roep^$oa-ii icypoKpo^ 
— ^first appeared among the Gnostics, /.^., among the first theologians, who had to 
legitimise as apostolic a world of notions alien to primitive Christianity. It then 
was found quite logically among the Alexandrians, and from them passed to Euse- 
bius, who not only accepted it (H. E. II. i, 4), but also vindicated it against Mar- 
cellus (lib. I. c. i) : IxxAjfo-Zac t^q octto r&v Qe/wv ypoc^SSv ficcprvpfocQ 1% &yp^^ov 
7rccpcc$6^sui o-^posyt^ofjLsvijQ. But the Cappadocians first established it in their conflict 
with the Eunomians and Pneumatomachoi, yet the bold use made of it by them in 
defence of the dogma of the Trinity, was not afterwards parallelled. Basil (De 
spiritu sancto, 27) referred the orthodox doctrine of the Holy Ghost to the un- 
written tradition, placing the latter on an equality with the public tradition; but 
he endeavoured at the same time to retain the old Alexandrian distinction between 
Kvipvyfiot and i6yfioc^ ^dyfj^oc being meant to embrace the theological formulation of 
the faith (rSSv sv riji SMK^tfo-tcc '7r6(\>vhocyfiivtav ioyfi^rwv kou KijpvyfiArm rh fzh Ik 
TJfC iyyp^^ov $t$oco-Ka^fxi 5^%o/ufv, roc $^ sk rviq r&y ot'Ko<Tr6Kw^ frospxSSa-su^ $toe$o- 
Hvroc iifuv h fivo'rrjpta 'jexpe^e%dfieQoc, Sivrep &fi^6repoc t^v cchr^v Icx^v *ixsi frpoQ 
rifv sva-€^€tocv . . . ^AAo y^p ^6yfict, hoc) ^AAo Kvipvyfix, rh fjiev ykp ^Syixaros a-iu- 
TT&Tcu, rk ^1 K^pvy^iocroc h^tioa-tsyerxt). The latter distinction was opposed to the 
tendency of the age, and remained without effect. (With that which Basil named 
dogma, the izvo-rtnii Tcep^^oa-tc was identical, of which Pamphilus and Eusebius 
speak, and by the aid of which they defended the orthodoxy of Origen; see 
Socrates III. 7.) But it is important that in order to prove the existence of a 
^ccpx^oa-tQ icypoKpoQj Basil appeals merely to matters of ritual — signs of the Cross, 
prayers of consecration, and baptismal rites. To these the unwritten tradition was in 
later times almost exclusively applied. Gregory of Nazianzus advanced in a different 
direction from Basil: he admitted to his opponents (Orat. 37) that tradition was 
defective in reference to the doctrine of the Spirit, but he believed he could 
assume a progressive development of the truth of revelation. But, as far as I know, 
he only once expressed himself so imprudently, and he found absolutely no imitators. 
His attempt only proves the difficulty caused by the defence of the dogma of the Trinity 
in the fourth century. In Cyril of Jerusalem (see his view so divergent from that of the 
Cappadocians, Cat. 16, ch. 2) and the older Antiochenes the ^rap^^oo-/^ 2^yp«4>oc does 
not occur, but it does in Epiphanius (H. 61, ch. 6: $s7 kou ^oepoe$6o-tt Ksxp^o-^oct. 
oh ykp T^VTX ^Tb rviQ 6stosq ypoe^vji ^vvecrost ^otfi^dvso'&otr $tb roc fikv h ypct^cti^^ 
rh ^"k h Totpx^So'eo'tv 7rxpi$6fKxv 0/ Uyiot aT^o-roAo/). It is also found in Chrysostom, 
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this distinction was not sufficient, nor was it firmly held to be 
unalterable. 

C. All conceptions of the authority of tradition, of which 
many Fathers — e.g., Cyprian — described Scripture to be the 
main element, * were based ultimately on the conviction that 
the Church had been invested with authority through its con- 
nection with the Holy Spirit himself. ' At this point two pro- 
blems arose, which, though hardly ever clearly formulated, were 
yet felt, and which attempts were made to solve. I. — By 
whom and when did the Church speak? II. — How were novel- 
ties to be explained in the Church, especially in the sphere of 
doctrine, if the authority of the Church had its root exclusively 
in its apostolic character, that is, its ability to preserve the 
legacy of the Apostles? 

As to I. It was a settled doctrine from the third cen- 
tury, that the representation of the Church was vested in the 

Cyril of Alexandria, and others down to John of Damascus, who says plainly (De 
fide orthod. IV. ch. 12): *ikypx^6^ ta-rtv ^ Txp^^oa-iQ aVrtf rcSv «to»-t^A«v, ^oAAi 
ykp iyp^^oi^ vifiiv 7racp€$oa-xv (see details in Langen, Joh. von Damaskus, 1879, 
p. 271 ff.)' So also the Greek Church of to-day teaches : hwpslrxt rh ds7ov (vjfjiai 
$tQ rt rh ypuTTOv Koci 'dcypoc^ov (see Gass, Symbolik der griech. Kirche, p. 107 ff.) 
Quotations are especially taken from Pauline texts in which %upa^6(rsi^ occur, and 
thus a sort of Scriptural proof is led in support of what does not occur in Scripture. 
The unwritten tradition is hardly again applied to the creed, since it was thought 
to be sufficiently supported by Scripture and the Symbol. In the West, Augustine 
was in the same doubtful position, with regard to certain theses which he defended 
against Donatists and Pelagians, as the Cappadocians were in reference to the 
orthodox doctrine of the Holy Ghost Hence he derived, ^.^., the doctrine of original 
sin, which could not be otherwise proved out of tradition, from the rite of ex- 
orcism, declaring this to have been an apostolic tradition; (see c. Julian. VI. 5, 11): 
"Sed etsi nulla ratione indagetur, nuUo sermone explicetur, verum tamen est quod 
antiquitus veraci fide catholica praedicatur et creditur per ecclesiam totam; quae 
filios fidelium nee exorcizaret, nee exsufflaret, si non eos de potestate tenebrarum 
et a principe mortis erueret, etc ). So also he appealed against the Donatists in 
the controversy as to Baptism by Heretics (against Cyprian's authority) to ihe un- 
written testimony of the whole Church (see note 6, p. 211). 

1 Cyprian calls Scripture '^divina traditionis caput et origo*'' (Ep. 74, ch. 10). 
This designation is not common. 

3 The universal conviction is expressed in the famous sentence of Augustine 
(C. ep. Manich. 6) which he has given in various forms in the Confessions and 
elsewhere : Ego vero evangelio non crederem^ nisi me catholica ecclesice cotnmoveret 
auctoritas. Even Cyril of Jerusalem, who has emphasised most strongly the authority 
of Scripture, could not pass over that of the Church (Cat. IV., ch. 33). 
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Episcopate, though the strict conception of the latter, as first 
taught by Cyprian, that it was the main support of the Church, 
was for a long time not universally held. * We find, meanwhile, 
even, e.g,^ from the plan of Eusebius' Church History, that the 
Bishops, the successors of the Apostles, were regarded as guar- 
antors of the legitimacy of the Church. The conception never 
emerged that the Bishop was infallible as an individual ; ' but 
a certain inspiration was already — though not without differences 
of opinion — attributed to the provincial Synods. ' Constantine 
was the first to form the idea of a universal Synod, * and he 

1 In his studies on Augustine, Reuter has shown that Augustine fell short of 
Cyprian (see his theses in the Ztschr. f. K.-Gesch., Vol. VIII., p. 184, and the 
relative discussions in Vol. VII.). In the East the compiler of Apostolic Constitu- 
tions took substantially the view of the Episcopate held by Ignatius, but not by 
Irenaeus and Cyprian. Even Chrysostom^s work, icifi h^oitruyvi^^ tends in the same 
direction as the Constitutions. It is very remarkable that Cyril of Jerusalem 
(Cat. XVIII., ch. 27) makes no mention of the hierarchy, but only of the Apostles, 
prophets, teachers and other office-bearers enumerated in the well-known passage 
in the Ep. to the Corinthians. That is a memorable archaism ; yet see even Vincentius, 
Commonit. 40. He also says very little about Bishops, and nothing at all about 
the apostolic succession. 

2 On the contrary, the fallibility of individual bishops was always admitted 
from Irenaeus down (III. 3, i) : " Valde perfectos et irreprehensibiles in omnibus eos 
valebant esse (apostoli)^ quos et successores relinquebani^ suum ipsorum locum 
magisterii tradentes^ quibus emendate agentibus Jieret magna utilitas^ lapsis autem 
summa calamitasy 

' Cyprian (Ep. LVII., ch. 5) introduces the decreeof the provincial Council of Carthage 
with the words, ^'-Placuit nobis spiritu sancto suggerente.''^ Acts XV. 28 certainly 
influenced this phrase. On the other hand, we must not allow it too much weight, 
for Cyprian often appeals to Instructions given to him p€T^onally by the Holy 
Ghost. See also the Votum of Bishop Lucius of Ausafa, No. 73 of the sentent. 
cpiscoporum LXXXVII. at the Carthaginian Council : " Secundum motum animi mei 
et spiritus Sanctis The Synod of Aries, A.D. 314, also used the formula, " /*A7rw/V 
ergo^ prtEsente spiritu sancto et angelis eius " (see Mansi, Collect. Concil. II. p. 469, 
and Hefele, Conciliengescli. I. 2, p. 204); and Constantine wished to have its 
decision regarded as " caleste iudicium " : this judgment by priests was to have the 
same honour as if it had been pronounced by the Lord himself (Mansi, I.e. p. 478). 
For the rest, we may here recall the fact that jj /Vpi <tCvo^o% had long been a 
technical term in common use among the Greeks (see also '^holy senate" in 
Justin). On the origin of the ecclesiastical Synods see Sohm's excellent discussions 
in Kirchenrecht. I. p. 247 if. 

4 This is now almost universally admitted; yet the idea was introduced by the 
great Oriental Synods in the cases of Novatian and Paul of Samosata, as well as 
by the Synod of Aries already indeed summoned by Constantine. The latter has 
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also supposed such a body to be under the special guidance 
of the Holy Spirit, and therefore incapable of error. * In the 
course of the fourth century the idea that the Nicene Synod 
possessed an infallible authority became slowly established ; ' 
it was transferred in the following centuries to the CEcumen- 
ical Synods generally, yet so that one — the second— was 
only subsequently stamped as CEcumenical. ^ From the sixth 

been looked on in the West as a General Council for more than a century, and can 
also be regarded as such in many respects. On the Councils see Hatch's fine lecture 
in his book "The Social Constitution of Christian Churches," p. 172 f. 

1 See Constantine's letter to the Bishops after the Council of Nicaea (in Theodoret 
H. E. I. 9 fin) : "Whatever is determined in the holy assemblies of the Bishops, 
may be attributed to the divine will." Further, Socrates H. E. I. 9, who contrasts 
the recognition by the Emperor of the divine character of the Synod, with the 
aspersions of Sabinus the Macedonian. 

2 The orthodox party made use of the advantage presented by the decision of 
a Synod which none could refuse to recognise as a wholly extraordinary event. 
On the other hand, nothing but such an event could atone for the unusual forms 
given to the creed, and thus attest a new theory. For in spite of everything 
which it had been hitherto possible to relate of Synods being under divine leader- 
ship, it was a novelty to raise the decision of a Synod to the level of an author- 
ity above discussion. Of such a thing even Bishop Julius of Rome, e.g.^ knew 
nothing. And it was all the more startling when the decision was supported 
neither by the letter of Scripture, nor a clear tradition, nor even an analogy of 
any sort. But this very fact promoted the assumption of an absolute authority, — 
though not yet in the case of Athanasius (see Gwatkin, Stud, of Arianism, p. 50) ; 
a virtue was made of necessity. With the first victory over Arianism, the view 
arose that the dogma of the Trinity was a certain truth because it had been af- 
firmed at Nicsea by 318 Bishops inspired by the Holy Ghost — thus the Cappado- 
cians, Cyril of Alex. etc. It is, however, extremely paradoxical, that even up to 
the middle of the fdurth century the Eusebians laid greater stress on the author- 
ity of Synodical decisions than the orthodox party. In order to get the West to 
accept the deposition of Athanasius, they continued to appeal to their Antiochene 
Synod, and declared its decisions to be irreversible. Although their tactics com- 
pelled them also to admit the validity of the Nicene Creed, they did so in the 
hope that after the removal of Athanasius they would be able to carry an inter- 
pretation of it suitable to their own views. 

3 The latter fact is admitted also by Hefele (1. c. Vol. I., p. 3). Besides, nothing 
could be more incorrect than the opinion that the distinction between CEcumenical 
and other Synods, as regards dogmatics, was established soon after the Nicene 
Council. The greatest variety of opinion prevailed till past the middle of the fifth 
century as to what Synods were oecumenical and might be ranked along with the 
Nicene. Gregory of Nazianzus we know, e,g,^ to have spoken very contemptuously 
of the Constantinopolitan Synod, and, indeed, of Synods in general. Conversely, 
a certain authority was still ascribed to Provincial Synods in dogmatic questions. 
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century there gradually ceased to be any doubt that the 
resolutions of CEcumenical Synods possessed an absolute author- 
ity. * Whoever rebelled against them refused to admit that the 
Synods in question were regular, but did not dispute the 

Further, there is a passage in Augustine which infers not only a relatively bind- 
ing authority on the part of Provincial Councils, but also uncertainty as to the 
absolute authority of General Councils. The passage is extraordinarily character- 
istic of the unsteadiness of the whole structure of tradition. Meanwhile Renter 
(Zeitschr. f. K.-Gesch. VIII. p. 167, 173, 176, 186) has rightly decided that we 
must keep steadily in view the special circumstances under which Augustine has 
here written ; De bap. c. Donat. II. 3, 4 : " Quis nesciat sanctam scripturam canon- 
icam tam veteris quam novi testament! certis suis terminis contineri, eamque om- 
nibus posterioribus episcoporum litteris ita prseponi, ut de ilia omnino dubitari et 
disceptari non possit, utrum verum vel utrum rectum sit, quidquid in ea scriptum 
esse constiterit: episcoporum autem litteras quae post confirmalum canonem vel 
scriptse sunt vel scribuntur, et per sermonem forte sapientiorem cuiuslibet in ea re 
peritioris, et per aliorum episcoporum gi-aviorem auctoritatem doctioremque pruden- 
tiam et per concilia licere reprehendi, si quid in eis forte a veritate deviatum est: 
et ipsa concilia quae per singulas regiones vel provincias fiunt, plenariorum concili- 
orum auctoritati quae fiunt ex uni verso orbe Christiano, sine uUis ambagibus cedere: 
ipsaque plenaria saepe priora posterioribus emendari, cum aliquo experimento rerum 
aperitur quod clausum erat, et cognoscitur quod latebat." Emendari can only 
mean here actual emendation — not merely explanation, as Catholic historians of 
dogma have to assume. It is also wprthy of note, that Augustine assigned 
CEcumenical rank to several Synods— ^.^., that of Aries — which afterwards were 
not held to be CEcumenical. On the other hand, it is instructive that he himself 
did not, like the Orientals, regard the Nicene decree as the foundation of the 
doctrine of the Trinity ; see Reuter's arguments on the relation of the work " De 
trinitate" to the Nicene Symbol, (Ztschr. f. K.-Gesch. V. p. 375 ff.). The Council 
of Chalcedon first put an end to dubiety as to the number, and the author- 
ity, of CEcumenical Councils in the East (even at the Robber Synod, A.D. 449, 
only two had been recognised). Up till then the Nicene stood alone on an in- 
accessible height ; moreover, in after times the uniqueness of this Council was still 
remembered, though others were added beside it. For the rest, Roman Bishops 
spoke very depreciatorily of, or even refused to recognise, many canons of later 
councils; so Leo I. of the third of Constantinople (Ep. 106 [al. 80]), to say nothing 
of the twenty-eighth of Chalcedon. But Leo did not recognise the second Council 
as legitimate. Even Felix III. and Gelasius knew only of three CEcumenical Coun- 
cils. General Synods Leo I. declared to be inspired (see Ep. 114, 2, to the Bishops 
assembled at Chalcedon); but it is more than questionable whether he therefore 
held all their resolutions to be absolutely irreversible. 

1 After the Council of Chalcedon, it was, above all,Justinian's legislation which 
confirmed and popularised, even in the West, the view that there had been four 
CEcumenical Councils: see his edict on the Three Chapters, 131 : Otvicl r&v rsa-a-^puv 
cvvd^uv^ rSSv h 'StKOcia xxt Kuva-ravrtvov7r6/,sit iv '£^^0-^ Kxt ev Xx^xti$6vt rt&ivrtQ 
\ipoi v6f4,nv r£^tv l;i;6r«>o-«v Kxi rh ^6yiiXTX xvr&v ^i xl U6ftytvvroi rtyL^v^uvctv 
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authority of regular Synods in general. After the seventh 
Synod it was a settled principle in the orthodox Church of the 
East that Scripture and the decisions of the seven CEcumenical 
Councils formed the sources of the knowledge of Christian 
truth. * They were characterised simply as the tradition, nay, 
men spoke, and not infrequently speak and act up to the present 
day, as if the Church possessed and required no other sources 
of knowledge or authorities. As a rule, the Trxpx^otriq iypxcpog 
is not included when Holy Scripture and the seven Councils 
are spoken of. 

This apparently simple, consistent development, seemingly 
corresponding to all requirements, did not, however, solve all 
difficulties, either after it had come to an end, or still less 
during its course. But it had further to reckon with authorities, 
some of which were of long standing, while others emerged in 
the contemporary organisation of the Church. What position 
was to be taken up in doctrinal controversies in which an CEcu- 
menical Synod had not pronounced its decision? Must there not 

ypec<pxi\ Accordingly, this development was inaugurated by Constantine and closed 
by Justinian. After him Gregory I. (Ep. L. I. 25) wrote: ^*Sicut sancti evangelii 
quattuor libros, sic quattuor concilia suscipere et venerari me fateor.*' But this very 
utterance proves that the West only slowly accepted this whole development; for 
Gregory leaves out of account the fifth CEcumenical Council held meanwhile. Again, 
the attitude of the North African Church in the sixth century proves that there the 
dubiety felt by Augustine had not yet been wholly overcome. But the attempts of 
the papal theologian Vincenzi to dispute the independent authority of the councils 
generally — even for the above date — are thoroughly biassed, and carried out with 
the most daring indifference to historical fact. See his "In St. Gregorii Nyss. et 
Origenis scripta et doctrinam nova defensio", 5 T., 1865 f. and "De processione 
spiritus s. ex patre et filio", 1878. 

1 This is taught without any variation by the later so-called Symbols of the 
Greek Church and the most distinguished theologians up to the present day; see, 
^.^., Damalas, 'H dpOd^o^o^ TTi^rtQy Athens, 1877, p. 3 ff.: ov$siq xia-rsvei sIq fiiotv 
iKK/^rjO'ioty 6 /uif SfjLO^oy&v Urt rotQ exTrpoa-eoTov^ceQ rosvniv oiKOVfxsvtKXQ ^vvd^ov^ rd 
TTveCfjLoc TO Uytov o^iiyel st^ ttZo-ocv uhvi^etatv. xost Zrt i5 SKx?i}ia-tos ulini $}v ^vvoerau 
vh 5 ^AAjf 7rocp}t Tjfv €'jetaKO^ofJL\jfJLiy^v stf} rijQ t^6vviQ ivovotoV dipx^Q '^^^ oiKOVfzsvtKcSv 
a-vv6$CQv' hdrt ^ ^px*i '^^^ fiepixSiv vToxpseortK&v 6fio?^oyim^ ^v KOsOtepcQ^ocv cti ?<ot7rou 
BKK^iia'txtt s^rh ii fi^rijp rviq ^toetpio-suQ . . . jj 7rpofjLViifiovsvde7a-a xvosyvupt^iQ r&y stt^ 
otxovfjLevtx^v o-vv6$wv so-rt ytyov^Q io'Topixdv, fni^sfz^oev T/^iov exx^^a-iccffrix^v ctvx- 
ij/jf A^^jfo-zv eTTt^sx^l^evov. According to present Greek ideas, the whole period of the 
Councils belongs to the classical antiquity of the Church; this period has long run 
its course. 
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be forthcoming in the Church at any moment a clear testimony 
to the truth, solving all doubtful questions, and giving forth no 
uncertain sound? What importance was due to the occupants 
of the great episcopal chairs, the Bishops of the apostolic com- 
munities, and especially of Rome? Decisions were not reached 
in all these questions, but a certain common sense arose. First, 
the Church speaks also by a unanimous testimony, audible from 
the earliest days, and this testimony never has been and never 
for a moment is, lacking. What has been always, everywhere, 
and by all, believed is inerrant tradition, even if it has not 
been solemnly and formally attested, or laid down in primitive 
authorities. This leads to a procedure similar to that followed 
by Eusebius in settling the N. T., viz., that the antiquity, 
unanimous attestation, and catholicity of a doctrine are to be 
expiscated in order that it may be certified a doctrine of the 
Church. The notion of 'antiquity* had now been extended 
and shifted with the advance of the Church. In the fourth 
century all the teachers held orthodox before Origen had been 
regarded as ancient, or vicini apostolorum (neighbours of the 
Apostles); the latter predicate especially had gradually been 
extended to the beginning of the third century : men like Ire- 
naeus, ApoUinaris of Hierapolis and Hippolytus even were called 
yviipiyt^Qi rm oi'7ro<TT6Xcov (friends of the Apostles). * Then the 
whole period of the martyrs came to be considered sacred as the 
ancient time. But the Church was compelled to recognise to 
an increasing extent, that not much was to be gained for its 
purposes from its theological * witnesses* before Athanasius, 
from those before as well as after Origen. Their names were 
still held in sacred memory — with the exception of those who 
seemed too greatly compromised, or had even fallen into bad 
odour with their own contemporaries ; but their works disappeared 
more and more, or gave place to forgeries. Accordingly, from 
the fifth century, Athanasius and orthodox teachers of similar 
views of the fourth century, appeared as the "Fathers'* proper. ' 

1 See as to this the Introduction to my History of Ancient Christian Literature 
up to Eusebius, Vol. I. 1893. 

5 Athanasius was not indeed so frequently quoted as one would believe. His 
works have been comparatively eclipsed by those of the Cappadocians, and the 
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When controversies arose, and soon even at Synods, the votes 
of these men were counted. Doctrines were looked on as armed 
with the testimony of antiquity, when they could be supported 
from the Fathers from Athanasius to Cyril. Nor were forgeries 
wanting here. The disciples of Apollinaris of Laodicea practised 
these frauds to a vast extent, in order to rediscover their mas- 
ter's teaching in antiquity; they were afterwards imitated by 
others. In any case, the tribunal of the 'Fathers* remained 
an uncertain one; great as was the scope assigned to it, its 
place and value were not dogmatically detailed. It was not 
even really decided what relation the inspiration of the Councils 
held to the consensus patrum, * (see under). Such a consensus 
had often enough to be first restored; this was done by exe- 
gesis, or even by fabrications, because it was necessary to pre- 
suppose it. References of an opposite character remained of 
no effect; but when needs must a want of accuracy (akribeia) 
and detached errors were admitted in the case of individual 
Fathers, without the general conception being modified by these 
concessions. The Fathers were just read backwards — so to 
speak — z.e.y from the standpoint of the dogma of the time being, 
and their undeveloped or divergent doctrines were interpreted 
in accordance with the principle of making the best of every- 
thing. ' 

final statement arrived at in the East, A.D. 381, of the dogma of the Trinity was 
more favourable to them than to Athanasius. The Synod of Constantinople, A.D. 
383, (see in loco) furnishes the first example of the authority of the Fathers being 
made decisive, and of the Scriptures themselves being ignored. But the attempt 
miscarried at the time. 

1 To the "teachers" the predicate " ©s^Tvewo-TOc " was also applied. Thus 
Athanasius writes (De incam. verbi 56): A/ ypot^ocl filv ykp $tce 6so?^6yuv div$pwv 
Txpk GeoO s^iOt/^ijOiia-oev xcct lyp^^^o'xv. vifiei^ ^"k Totp^ r&v xhrott^ svruyx^vdvrcQv 
QgoTrvsva-roov hSotrK^^coVt o't xat fi&prvpt^ r^Q Xpta-roV Qsdnirog ysy6voca't, fjLccddvrsQ 
fiirot^ihofiev Koti r^ tr^ <pt^o(JLX^toL. Similarly, though very rhetorically, Arius in his 
Thalia (Athanas. Orat. c. Arian I. 5) : Kxrk xhriv IxAexrftJv ©coi/, (rvvsr&v @€oV, 
Tact$m xyiuv, hp&0T6fim^ ayiov @€oC TveCfzoe Aa/3^vT«v, rdc$8 'ifiot^ov %yuye vxhr&v 
a'0(pivi(; /uffr«;^<^vr«v, a^T«/(WV, dsoh^^Kreov, xocric tt^vtcc a-o^&v re. 

2 It would take us too far to give detailed instances of the points discussed 
under this head. We only emphasise the following, (i) The attestation of a doctrine 
by the Councils was often set side by side with that given by the "Fathers*', the 
"ancient" or "holy doctors", in such a way that the former seemed often to be 
merely a special case of the latter. And this was quite natural. The Church 
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Secondly, a peculiar reverence was inherited from the past 
for Apostolic Churches or their bishops, entwined with the 
evidence based on history and dogmatics. Although the theory 
of Cyprian, which allowed no special importance to the Bishops 

possessed no continuous testimony in the Councils; from its distinctive character, 
however, it required one. And this could only be furnished by the unbroken chorus 
of orthodox doctors. Even taken historically this court of appeal was the older. 
Ireoaeus and especially Clemens Alex, had already referred to deceased presbyters 
as authoritative teachers; and Eusebius' conception of Church History embraced 
the idea — see preface and outline — that side by side with ^<t svccessio episcoporum 
there stood a series of witnesses who, in uninterrupted succession, had declared the 
true doctrine orally and in writing. (2) No definitions were arrived at of the manner 
in which the authority of the Bishops was related to that of the doctors. It was 
possible to shut one's eyes to this question, because in most cases the teachers 
were also bishops. As a rule, the Greeks spoke not of bishops, but the ancient 
doctors, when appealing to the witnesses to the truth. It was otherwise with the 
majority of the Latins after Cyprian (see p. 214). (3) As the usual procedure at 
the Councils was to set up no doctrinal tenet unless it was believed to have the 
support of the doctors, and as the claim was made that this course should always 
be adopted, the idea that the Councils were inspired was already abolished, and 
they were subordinated to the continuous testimony of the Church (see under). 
(4) The practice of consulting authorities began at the Ephesian Council ; it played 
a more prominent part in every succeeding Synod. Athanasius and the Arianshad 
undoubtedly disputed before .this over passages in the Fathers, but their disputes 
were of slight importance compared with those that took place afterwards. (5) The 
notion of ecclesiastical antiquity gradually became more and more comprehensive; 
meanwhile the real ancient period of Christianity became more obscure, and bit by 
bit came to be forgotten. After the seventh the whole period of the Councils was 
looked on as the classical antiquity of the Church. If even in the fourth, nay, up 
to the middle of the fifth century. Councils were held to be an innovation, their 
absence was now considered a characteristic of the age of the Epigoni ; indeed they 
were thought to be unnecessary, because everything was already settled. (6) The 
opinion held by faith that the "Fathers" had decided every disputed point before- 
hand, was a strong challenge to produce forgeries, and resulted in objective and 
and subjective falsehood. Caspari (Alte und neue Quellen, etc., 1879) has shown 
that the followers of Apollinaris were the fii*st to forge on a large scale; but the 
Acts of Councils, and the examination of writings circulated under the names of 
celebrated Fathers, show that they had numerous imitators in the ranks of all parties. 
The practice of compiling collections of extracts, which was so much favoured 
after the middle of the fifth century, was, besides, especially adapted to conceal 
forgeries or inaccuracies. (7) But the limits, authority, and character of the Court 
of Appeal of the "Fathers" were never determined. It was taught that the orthodox 
Fathers agreed in all matters, nay, this theory was treated as a dogma. Stephen 
Gobarus' attempt (Photius, Cod. 232) to demonstrate the contradictions of the 
Fathers was felt to be profane, just as Eusebius had condemned as unchurchmanlike 
the attitude of Marcellus of Ancyra, who had censured the consultation, without 
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of Apostolic communities within the general authority of the 
Episcopate, had weakened this prestige, it still held its ground. 
Augustine still recalled it in the question of the extent of the 
Holy Scriptures. ' But there now grew up, in consequence of 

independent examination, of the "wisest" Fathers. But even John of Damascus had 
to admit that Fathers — otherwise orthodox — held divergent opinions on single 
points (De imag. I. 25), and Photius actually was more than once compelled, in 
the course of his learned studies, to notice mistakes committed by them (see his 
Bibliotheca). Therefore the question was never decided who constituted the ortho- 
dox Fathers. It became the custom to prefer (Athanasius), Gregory of Nazianzus, 
Chrysostom, Cyril, and afterwards also John of Damascus. In the fourth century 
the orthodox were much troubled by the fact that the Synod of Antioch (A.D. 268) 
rejected, while that of Nicaea accepted, the term 'Ofioova-io^. The treatment of this 
difficulty in Athanasius, "De synod." 43 sq., shows that no one had hit on the idea that 
the later decision made the earlier obsolete. It was rather held on the contrary: 
0/ wpoA«/3rfvT£C ei^ecvi^ova-tv rovq fierx raVrot yevofJLsvovQ. Therefore Athanasius 
sought and found evidences of the word 'Oiioova-io^ before the Samosatian con- 
troversy. Ultimately, however, he had to adopt a different treatment of the whole 
question, />., to show that 'Ofzoova-io^ had only been rejected at Antioch as against 
Paul, in order not to admit a contradiction in the chorus of the Fathers. The 
same difficulty was caused about the middle of the fifth century by the term "5«/o 
4>t/o-«/c", for it was hard to find an instance of that in antiquity. Of Eutyches the 
following expression is recorded (Mansi VI., p. 700): t^ sk $vo (P^o-buv ivu&sia-eSv 
xot&^ V7e6a'r»a'tv yeysvv^o'^oti rbv Kvptov vifi&v 'Ijfo-o0v Xpto-rbv fjLvJTS f4,ef4,oc&iiKevxt Iv 
rec7Q sx&ia-sa-i r&v uyiuv vocrspoav fi^re Kecrec^exs^^otiy f ' rvxot ri etvr^ rotoVro vap^ 
rtvoQ vvetvecyivua-Kea-QaUy $ia ro rk^ detect ypa^k^ afishovoiQ etvoti r^c '''^^ vecrepuv 
$t$oca-KCt?,tctQ. He afterwards disowned this expression as being distorted, his advocate 
corrected it in his name thus: "The Fathers have spoken in different ways, and 
I accept everything they say, but not as a rule of faith" {etQ Kotv6vec ^l v/a-reuq 
oh Ssxot^oci). That is very instructive. The words excited the greatest consternation 
in the assembly in which they were uttered, and the speaker felt himself compelled 
at once to excuse them on the ground of a momentary confusion. 

' See above. Note i, p. 198, and compare "De peccator. mer. et remiss." I., 50. 
Here the auctoritas ecclesiarum orientalhtm is mentioned (in reference to the Ep. 
to the Hebrews), and to Augustine this auctoritas was exalted, because Christianity 
had come from the Apostolic Churches, from the communities to which John and 
Paul had written, above ally from yerusalem {unde ipsum evangelmm coepit pradi- 
cart). The fact that the Donatists had been separated from Apostolic Churches 
proved to him that they were wrong; see especially the Liber ad Donat. post 
collat. c. 4, c. 29; also Ep. 52, c. 3 and c. Lib. Petil. 1. II., c. 51 (Renter in the 
Ztschr. f. K.-Gesch. V., p. 361 ff.). Optatus had already held the same view as 
Augustine; see the important details "De schism. Donat." II., 6, VI., 3. But even 
after the middle of the sixth century a Roman Pope, Pelagius I., singled out the 
fact in praise of Augustine, that he, "mindful of the divine teaching which founded the 
Church on the Apostolic Chairs^ taught that those were schismatics who seceded 
from the doctrine and communion of these Apostolic Chairs''"' (Mansi, Concil. IX., 
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the Metropolitan and Patriarchate form of government, a new 
aristocracy among the Bishops, which received its importance 
from the size and influence of the episcopal cities. Rome, Alex- 
andria — the founding of whose Church by Mark was undisputed 
about A.D. 300 — and Antioch were not affected by the rivalry 
involved in this new principle; for in these cases the special 
connection with the Apostles coincided with the greatness of the 
city. But the political factor prevailed so strongly that the 
Chairs of Corinth, Thessalonica, etc., and finally, even that of 
Ephesus, * lost all peculiar prestige — only that of Jerusalem, in 
spite of the political insignificance of the city, was ranked with 
those more distinguished *— but Constantinople was added to 
the list of the outstanding episcopates. In the East this was 
frankly justified by the political position of the city ; ' but this 
justification was so far insufficient as the chair, by its co-ordin- 
ation with the Apostolic sees, participated in the attributes 

p. 716). Pelagius even declared that when doubts as to the faith arose it was 
necessary to conform to the Apostolic Chairs (1. c. p. 732). This form of expres- 
sion is all the more remarkable since the Roman Bishops of the fifth century spoke, 
as a rule, as if the designation sedes apostolica belonged peculiarly to their Chair. 

* At the transition from the fourth to the fifth century; see Hefele II., pp. 77 ff., 
495 *•, 528 ff. 

2 See the 7th Canon of Nicsea, and inaddition, Hefele'sdetails, Vol. I., p. 403 f.; 
II., p. 213. Jerusalem was first raised to a Patriarchate at Chalcedon, see Hefele 
II., pp. 477, 502. Jerusalem became once more the '•holy city' in the fourth cen- 
tury; see Epiphanius and others, 

3 See the 3rd Canon of Constantinople, Hefele, II., p. 17 f. and the 28th of Chal- 
cedon, Hefele, II., p. 527 f.; t^ flprfv^ rifC wpf^/SwWpac *P«ftJfc ^'^ t^ ^ottriMvetv 
Tvfv T^Aiv tKStvvfVy oi TeotripsQ sJkStuq x'jro$s$uxcca-i rk Te^sv^siecy xoci rip avr^ o-kott^ 
KtvovfjLSVot oi eKOcrbv iFsvT^KOvrec Qso<pi^sa-Tarot IvtvKOTroi rx 'ia-ct vfiBo-^sla &7rivsnioiv 
T^ T^C vi«C 'P«/!*»fC uymr&rca &p6v(^y th^Syu^ KptvxvrsQy t^v /3««-/Af/^ km a-vyx^^rtft 
rii4,tt&s7a-ocv vSh.tv kou t&v '/a-atv xtto^ocvovo- ant wp««-/3f/«v t^ 'xpBa-^vripx ^xa-t^,t$i 
*P«/!*}j, Kxl sv toIq sKK^tia-toco-riKol^y UQ Ixe/vjfv, fieyxhvvso'&xi vfi^yfji,aa-iy isvripxv 
fisr'' Ixf/vjfv vrxfixova-xv. Constantinople was factitiously promoted to the place of 
Ephesus by reason of this unexampled act of legitimation. At the Robber Synod, 
nevertheless, it still held the fifth place. As regards the historical interpretation of 
the sixth Canon of Nicjea and the third of Constantinople, I agree substantially with 
the excellent arguments of Kattenbusch (I.e. I., p. 81 if.); only it must be still 
more strongly emphasised that the Canons of A.D. 381 bore a clearly marked 
hostility to Alexandria. Even then it was considered necessary to suppress the 
authority of the Alexandrian Church, which was on the point of developing into 
the premier Church of the East. 



Digitized by 



Google 



224 HISTORY OF DOGMA [Chap. in. 

which the latter possessed in virtue of their apostolic character. * 
Such attributes continued to be ascribed to those chairs without 
it being stated, however, in what they really consisted. They 
were nothing tangible, and yet they were held to exist. ' But 
even in the view of Orientals they belonged in a preeminent 
degree to Rome. The works of the only western author before 
Jerome who was also read in the East — /.^., Cyprian — could 
not fail to heighten the prestige of Rome. ' But that was 
already great enough in itself. As the ancient capital of the 
Empire, as the city of the two chief Apostles, of the Cathedra 
Petriy as the only apostolic community of the West, that which 
had done more for the whole Church than any other, Rome 
even in the East enjoyed a unique prestige.* But as early as 
the fourth century, and certainly from the fifth onwards, Rome 
meant the Roman Bishop, with whose spiritual dignity were 
fused the memories of the ancient city that had ruled the world. 
These memories overhung the place, after the Emperor had 
left, and the most of them clung to the Bishop. In the 
momentous Arian conflict the great Eastern sees, except Alex- 
andria, became compromised or dishonoured; the orthodox 
Orientals sought and found their support in Rome. * The Emperor 

^ An energetic protest was admittedly raised, especially by Leo I. and his suc- 
cessors. Leo at the same time also advocated the rights of the Apostolic Churches 
in general (Ep. io6). We cannot here follow out the controversy, although it 
reflects the revivification of the Byzantine Church and State, and the attitude of 
the Roman Bishops, which was purely ecclesiastical, though it did rest on fictions : 
see Hefele II., pp. 408, 539 ff., 549 ff., and Sohm 1. c. I., pp. 377 — 440. It was not 
until the fourth Lateran Synod (Can. 5), when a Latin Patriachate existed at Con- 
stantinople (121 5), that Rome recognised the 28th Canon of Chalcedon. 

2 Although all Bishops were held to be successors of the Apostles, yet Leo I. 
singles out very distinctly those who had inherited the chairs of the Apostles; see 
his letter to the Emperor Marcian (Ep. 104). 

3 Not only Eusebius, but also Theodore of Mopsuestia had read Cyprian's 
Epistles. At the Council of Ephesus evidence taken from him was read; see Vin- 
cent, Commonit. 42. Of the Westerns, after Cyprian, Ambrose was especially 
esteemed in the East. Augustine also possessed a certain authority. 

4 See Vol. II., p. 149 f. 

*» On the authority of the Roman Bishop in the fourth century, see Hauck, Der 
romische Bischop in 4 Jahrh., 1881 ; Rade, Damasus, 1881; Langen, Gesch. der 
romischen Kirche, 2 Vols., 1881, 1885; Sohm, 1. c. In what follows we only discuss 
Rome's prestige in the East. Even Hefele (1. c. I., p. 8) admits that the first eight 
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in Constantinople who brought the great controversy to an end 
was a Western, full of veneration for Rome. The promotion 
which he afterwards assigned to Constantinople was no equi- 
valent — at first, at least, — for the advance in political power 
secured to Rome by the Arian controversy. ^ The role of 

Synods were not appointed and convoked by the Roman Bishops. His arguments 
as to the presidency at the Synods are, however, biassed (pp. 29 — 44). It was at 
Chalcedon that the legates of the Roman Bishop first occupied a special position. 
The sixth Canon of Nicsea, when correctly interpreted, gives no preference to Rome, 
but refers merely to the fact that it was the ecclesiastical metropolis for the Churches 
of several provinces. It is credible that Julius I. uttered the principle (Socrates 
H. E. II. 17): fivj Je7y 'jretpsi 'yvufzijv rov eTrio'xd'Trov *P«/^>f$ xxvovtXetvT^Q exK^tia'tocQ. 
The peculiar authority of the Roman Chair showed itself in the fourth century in 
the following facts. First, Constantine transferred to the Roman Bishop the duty 
of presiding over the commission to examine the case of the Donatists. Secondly, 
the oppressed adherents of the Nicene Symbol in the East turned to him for 
protection (see even Langen, 1. c. I., p. 425 f.). Thirdly, we have the request of 
the Eusebians that Julius should decide the dogmatic question 5 it is true that very 
soon — when they foresaw their defeat in Rome — they changed their tone. They 
still conceded a peculiar dignity to Rome; it does not seem to me possible to 
translate cpt^oTtfjLicev (Sozom. III. 8) with Langen by "ambition." Yet they pointed 
out that Rome. had received its Christianity from the East, and that it was as little 
entitled to review the decision of a dogmatic question given in the East, as the 
Oriental Bishops would have been to take up the Novatian affair after Rome had 
spoken. (The letter is to be reconstructed from Sozom. III. 8, and Athanas. apolog. 
c. Arian. 25 — 35.) Fourthly, we have evidence of Rome's position also in Julius' 
epistle to the Orientals (Athanas. 1. c); fifthly, in Canons 3 and 5 of the Synod 
of Sardica; and sixthly, in the request of the Antiochenes, or Jerome, toDamasus, 
for a decision in the Antiochene schism (Ep. 16). 

* Damasus' policy did not at once succeed in raising the prestige of the Roman 
Chair in the East (see Rade, 1. c, p, 137 f.), but the manner in which Theodosius I. 
at first decided the Arian controversy there, did. " Cuncios populos^ quos chmentics 
nostrce regit temper amentum^ in tali volumus religione versari^ quam divinum 
Petrum apostolum tradidisse Romanis religio usque ad nunc ab ipso insinuata 
declarat^'' etc. Besides, the new style adopted by Damasus in his letter to the 
Oriental Bishops (Theodoret H. E. V. 10) was not without effect in the East. He 
calls them my " sons " instead of my " brethren," and he no longer speaks, like 
other Bishops, as commissioned by the Synod — though the question at issue was 
a decision of the Synod — or as representing the Western Church. On the contrary, 
he addresses them in virtue of the authority of his " Apostolic Chair," which he 
connects solely with Peter and without any reference to Paul. "The first rank is 
due to the Holy Church, in which the Holy Apostle had his seat, and taught 
how we should fitly guide the helm which we have undertaken to control." Rade 
has, besides, here rightly conjectured (p. 136) that Jerome had a share in this letter, 
which did a great deal to raise the influence of the Roman Chair in the East. 

15 
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observer and arbiter, which the Roman Bishop was able to play 
in the Christological controversies, made it possible for him to 
maintain for a time the lofty position he had won. * (On the 
aspirations of the Alexandrian Bishops, Athanasius, Peter, etc., 
and the successful opposition to them by Leo, see chap. IX.) 
There can be no doubt that even in the eyes of the Orientals 
there attached to the Roman Bishop a special something, which 
was wanting to all the rest, a nimbus which conferred upon 
him a peculiar authority. ' Yet this nimbus was not sufficiently 

* From and after Siricius I., the Roman Bishops maintained that it was their 
province to care for all Churches (Constant, p. 659. Ep. 6, ch. i). On the relation 
of Leo T. to the East, and to the fourth Council, see Langen, 1. c. II., pp. 10 f., 50 fF. 
The phrase "our fatherly solicitude" occurs frequently even in the letters of his 
predecessors to the East. The appeal of Cyril to Coelestine is very important in 
its bearing on the dignity of the Roman Chair; compare the language of the 
Roman legate at the Council of Ephesus (Mansi III., p. 1279 sq.). 

2 In the work "Der Papst und das Concil von Janus" (1869), p. 93, we find 
this passage. "In the writings of the doctors of the Greek Church, Eusebius, 
Athanasius, Basil the Great, the two Gregorys, and Epiphanius, not a word is to 
be found of peculiar pregrogatives being assigned to a Roman Bishop. Chrysostom, 
the most prolific of the Greek Fathers, is absolutely silent on the point, and so also 
are the two Cyrils. Basil (Opp. ed. Bened. III. 301, Ep. 239 and 214) has expressed 
his contempt for the writings of the Popes in the strongest terms [in the affairs of 
Marcellus] : ' these proud and conceited westerns, who would only fortify heresy ' ; 
even if their letters descended from heaven, he would not accept them." It is true 
that, seeing the now wide-spread view of the apostolic succession of all Bishops, 
the prestige of the Roman Bi.shop is hardly perceptible in the East at the be- 
ginning of the fourth century, and that he had to fight, /.^., to wrest for himself 
the position which had formerly belonged to the Roman Church. Therefore the 
testimonies to a special dignity being possessed by the Roman Bishops in the East 
in the fourth century are in fact comparatively scanty. But they are not wanting — 
see, e.g..^ Greg. Naz., Carmen de vita sua T. II., p. 9, and Chrysostom, Ep. ad 
Innocent I. — and from A.D. 380 this dignity bulked more largely in the eyes of 
Orientals, though indeed, without receiving a definite and fixed meaning. Very 
characteristic in this respect are the Church Histories of Socrates and Sozomen, 
who on this point are free from partiality, and reflect the universal opinion. But 
it does not occur to them to doubt that the Roman Bishop had a special authority 
and a unique relation to the whole Church (see, e.g.^ Socrat. II. 8, 15, 17; Soz. 
III. 8; also Theodoret's letter to Leo I.). Instructive here are the collections of Leo 
Allatius and in the Innsbrucker Theol. Ztschr., 1877, p. 662 f.; see also three 
treatises by the Abb^ Martin : " Saint Pierre, sa venue et son martyre ^ Rome," 
in the Rev. des quest, historiq., 1873 (principally from oriental sources); "S.Pierre 
et S. Paul dans I'^glise Nestorienne," Paris, 1875; "S. Pierre et le Rationalisme 
devant les eglises orientales," Amiens, 1876. These discussions, though in part un- 
critical, are very full of matter. Matt. XVI. 18, John XXI, 18, were undoubtedly 
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bright and luminous to bestow upon its possessor an unimpeach- 
able authority; it was rather so nebulous that it was possible 
to disregard it without running counter to the spirit of the 
universal Church. And it gradually became fainter. The more 
completely, after the middle of the fifth century, the internal 
relations of West and East ceased, and the more strongly the 
distinctively Byzantine spirit could assert itself in the diminished 
Church of the East, so the more rapidly declined the prestige 
of the Roman Bishop. Constantinople put an end to it in its 
own midst, when the Roman Bishop set up claims which in the 
fourth and fifth centuries had been palliated by actual circum- 
stances and the necessities of the time, but which 500 years 
afterwards could not fail to be felt as the intrusion of an alien 
spirit. * Yet, in spite of this, the idea of the unity of the Church 
still held its ground for a long time. After Synods ceased to 
be held, the influence of the great Patriarchates throughout the 
whole Church in the East increased^— though, indeed, the 
orthodox Patriarchs of Alexandria, Antioch, and Jerusalem, had 
lost their real importance ; and theoretically the dignity of the 

never referred in the East to the primacy of Rome (see Janus, p. 97). Still in any 
case it is saying too little— even for the period about the year A.D. 380 — to 
remark as Rade does (I.e., p. 137). To the Orientals the Bishop of Rome was like 
the rest, only, thanks to his situation, the natural representative of the Churches of 
the western half of the Empire, acting, as it were, as correspondent in the name 
of the Christians of the West. 

* The prestige of the Roman Bishop in the East was accordingly on the in- 
crease from the beginning of the fourth till the middle of the fifth century, re- 
mained at its height till about the time of Justinian, when, however, it lost its 
practical importance, and then, apart from the events about A.D. 680 and the next 
decades, slowly declined, yet without ever being wholly destroyed. The Roman 
Chair was now held to be schismatic; if not that, it would still have been the 
first. Undoubtedly there was a strong inclination in later times to oppose it by 
advancing the see of Jerusalem, the seat of James, but it was not possible to gain 
any confidence in the claim of the latter to the first place. See on the criticism 
of the papacy by the Greeks, Pichler, Gesch. der kirchl. Trennung zwischen Or. 
u. Occ, 1864; Hergenrother, Photius, 3 Vols. 1867 ff ; Gass, Symbolik, p. 216 if.; 
Kattenbusch, 1. c, pp. 79 — 124. It was a settled doctrine of the Church in the East, 
that the Church has no visible head. 

3 The terms rvpctvvtQ and $vvcca-rsiec are first used, so far as I know, in reference 
to Antioch, /.^., against Paul of Samos. (Eus. H. E. VII. 30), after Origen had already 
complained of the ambition of the Great Bishops. Socrates has expressed himself 
very frankly about this matter. 
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Roman Bishop as primus inter pares, though not unassailed, 
was embraced in that of the great Eastern sees. But it was 
never made clear how far the Patriarchs in their collective cap- 
acity really constituted an authority in dogma: there is not 
even an explicit statement that they did form such an authority. 
There was an uncertainty of opinion as to their position along- 
side of and in the OEcumenical Synods. ' Here also there was 
an absence of fixed definitions. The Church as it is, with its 
graduated orders, crowned by the Patriarchs, constituted the 
tradition and the authority. But the authority of no factor in 
this system possessed, when isolated, any significance whatever. 
It might not assert itself at the expense of the rest. Its dignity 
was founded on its being a part of antiquity. 

As to II. This at once involves the answer to the second 
question (see p. 214). The assumption that the Councils were 
inspired did not imply any power on their part to deliver new 
revelations to the Church. On the contrary, they proved their 
peculiar possession of the Holy Spirit by their unfailing testi- 
mony to the ancient doctrinal tradition. ^ But in that case the 
new formulas created by the Councils could not but cause 

1 The importance of the four Patriarchs — of Constantinople, Alexandria, Antiochj 
and Jerusalem — was celebrated here and there in lofty expressions ; it was especially 
prominent in the later Symbols, so-called, of the Greek Church (see Gass, 1. c, 
p. 222 f.). Their presence or that of their representative was even held to be 
absolutely necessary at an (Ecumenical Synod ; but not only was the extent of their 
authority never defined, but the essential equality of all Bishops was steadily main- 
tained in the East ; and the latest development of the Greek Church, i.e.^ its dis- 
ruption into perfectly independent National Churches, has thrown overboard the 
whole '•Constitution of the Patriarchate', which in all ages was more a matter of 
assertion than reality. The Bishop of Alexandria, undoubtedly, nearly succeeded 
in becoming in the fifth century supreme Bishop of the East, but Leo and Pul- 
cheria overthrew him. Kattenbusch (1. c. p. 357 if.) furnishes further details as 
to the "five Patriarchs as symbolical figures." Has the Patriarchate of Rome come 
to an end in the view of the Greek Church? In the abstract, no; in the concrete, 
yes. 

2 See above, p. 215 f. Augustine gives utterance to a very remarkable statement 
in De bapt. c. Donat. II., 4, 5 : " Quomodo potuit ista res (the baptism by heretics) 
tantis altercationum nebulis involuta, ad plenarii concilii luculentam illustrationem 
confirmationemque perduci, nisi primo diutius per orbis terrarum regiones multis 
hinc atque hinc disputationibus et coUationibus episcoporum pertractata constaret?" 
Accordingly, only a matter which had already become ripe for decision through 
frequent deliberations could be submitted to and decided by a Council. 
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oflfence. How far they did is shown by the history of the dog- 
matic controversies. Above all, the unbiblical catch- word *con- 
substantiar ('Ofioova-iog), for a time directly rejected by the 
Church, only won acceptance under great difficulties, even 
among those who had little or no objection to the cause it 
represented. These formulas had to be proved in some way or 
- other to have been anciently held. For "Ofji^oovtrioq it was of the 

highest importance that a Council had made it an accomplished 
fact. As the word gradually made good its ground, the Coun- 
cil lay far enough in the past to be itself regarded as belong- 
ing to antiquity. The evidence was got by reasoning in a 
^ circle; the authority of the Council supported the word which 

was anything but old, but the authority of any Council was 
dependent on its rejection of all innovations. Numerous pas- 
sages in the Fathers furnished material in confirmation of the 
later formulas— which were never, so far as I know, bluntly 
l^. deduced from unwritten tradition (7rxpxio(ng &ypx(poq)\ but a 

strong preference was shown for understanding them as a repe- 
, tition of the Nicene Symbol, the explication being disregarded, 

just as Irenaeus in his time had passed off the Symbol unfolded 
in an antignostic sense, the regula fidei^ for the Symbol itself, 
i i,e,y for the ancient repository of the truth. In spite of all novel- 

^' ties, it was thus contended that novelties were not forthcoming 

j;; in the Church. Nay, even the power of the Councils to unfold 

i'> doctrines authoritatively was not plainly asserted in the East; 

y- on the other hand, a Western, Vincentius of Lerinum, did 

". maintain it, and essayed to furnish a theory on the subject. 

\^ After the uncertainties of the Greeks over the conception of 

icce^' tradition, we really breathe freely when we study the attempt 

i^^'' of this man to introduce light and certainty into the question. 

^^jj However, even in the East, the younger generation now and 

^p then gave the older Fathers the benefit of looking at their 

words as having been uttered at a time when dogma was 
tjies* not yet explained, or sharply formulated. Strictly speaking, 

•■^j this expedient was not tenable on Greek ground. Only a 

,^^ very sparing use therefore was made of it there, ^ while the 

'^' 1 The more common way of putting it in the East was that the writer in 

.^ question had failed in the necessary "Akribeia" (exactness), i.e,^ he could, and 



Digitized by 



Google 



230 HISTORY OF DOGMA [Chap. hi. 

Catholic West employs it to a great extent up to the present 
day.' 

The conception of tradition is accordingly quite obscure. 
The hierarchical element does not in theory play the leading 

should, have done it better (see, above all, the views of Photius). But it was 
rarely admitted that the Church at the time referred to did not yet possess complete 
akriheia in dogma. But we have further to notice here that a distinction was 
still drawn both in East and West between questions of faith, in the strict sense 
of the term, and theological doctrines, and that unity in the former was alone 
demanded. But as this distinction was in itself obscure, since in fact questions of 
faith had been transformed into theological and scientific ones, so in the East it became 
more and more restricted, though it was never wholly effaced. Augustine, besides, 
still laid great stress on this distinction, and accepted a whole group of theolo- 
gical doctrines in which differences did not endanger unity; the passages are given 
in Renter, Ztschr. f. K.-Gesch. V., p. 363 ff. But if " faith " is itself a doctrine, 
where does it cease and the doctrine begin? Besides the excuse of want of ac- 
curacy, which, indeed, involves censure, that of aTAoj/^-Tspovyfypa^fvaw was asserted. 
It involved no fault Thus Athanasius writes (De Synod. 45) of the Fathers who 
in A.D. 268 rejected the term 'Of^oova-ioQ at Antioch : frtpt tviq roC vioC flf ^Tjfxoc 
eifT^ovvTSpov ypA^vTSQ oh xeersysvovro vefii rHj^ roV it^ova-tov aKpt^tixQ. Precisely 
in the same way the Homoiousians at Nice excused the Nicene Fathers. Unique, 
so far as I know, is the statement of Gregory of Naz. (Orat. 31.28), which is only 
explicable from the still wholly confused state of the doctrine of the Holy Ghost in his 
time. " As the O. T. declared the Father clearly, but the Son more vaguely, so the 
N. T. has revealed the Son, but only suggested the divinity of the Spirit" [compare 
the contentions of the Montanists]. "Now, however, the Spirit reigns among us, and 
makes himself more clearly known to us ; for it was not advisable to proclaim the 
divinity of the Son, so long as that of the Father was not recognised, or to impose 
upon the former — if we may use such a bold expression — that of the Spirit, while 
it (viz., the divinity of the Son) was not accepted." We may in this passage study 
the distinction between Gregory the theologian and Athanasius. 

1 So, above all, Augustine, who excused Cyprian in this way, and further, set 
up the general rule that as long as no unequivocal decisions had been given in a 
question, the bond of unity was to be maintained among the dissentient Bishops 
(De bapt. c. Donat. II. 4, 5). Augustine thus admitted that ecclesiastical tradition 
did not at every moment solve all questions pending in the Church. The Donatist 
and Pelagian controversy roused Western theologians to reflect on tradition. One 
fruit of this reflection was the Commonitorium of Vincentius of Lerinum, unique, 
because it deals professedly with the question of tradition. The arguments are 
decisive of Western views, but the book did not extend its influence into the East; 
there the ideas about tradition remained characteristically indefinite. A short analy- 
sis of the Commonitorium is necessary. Let it be noticed that it is ultimately 
aimed at Augustine's doctrine of grace and predestination, but that a large part 
of the rules are taken from that theologian. 

After a preface, in which Vincentius remarks that he is only sketching out what 
he had received from the past, he sets side by side the two foundations of the 
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part in it. The apostolical succession has in theory had no such 
thorough-going importance even in the West for the proof of 
tradition as one would expect. After the time of the Councils 
the authority of the Bishops as bearers of tradition was wholly 

faith, the divine law (Holy Scripture) and the tradition of the Catholic Church (i). 
The former is sufficient by itself, but it requires the latter for its correct explana- 
tion (2). The latter embraces what had been believed everywhere^ at all times ^2xA 
by all^ox^ at least, by almost all priests and doctors (3). Accordingly, the following 
criteria were to be applied: (a) When a section of the Church renounced the 
communion of the Catholic faith, the Christian followed the great communion; 
(b) when a heresy threatened danger to the whole Church, he held by antiquity, 
"which, certainly, could not now be seduced"; (c) when he came upon heresy in 
antiquity itself, in a few men, or in a city or province, he followed the decision 
of a General Council; (d) if no such Council had spoken, he examined and compared 
the orthodox doctors and retained what — not two, or three — but all, had alike 
taught clearly, frequently, and persistently, in one and the same sense (4). These 
rules are illustrated by reference to the dangers, which had threatened the Church 
from Donatism, Arianism, and the Anabaptists (5 — 10). At this point, however, 
it is conceded that orthodox teachers might have and had fallen into error on 
one point; nevertheless they were blessed, but hell received the Epigoni, who, in 
order to start a heresy, took hold of the writings of one or other of the ancients 
(as the Donatists did of Cyprian's) which were composed in obscure language, 
and which, owing to the obscurity prevailing in them, seemed to coincide with 
their teaching, so that the views brought forward by these heretics bore not to 
have been maintained for the first time and exclusively by them. Such people 
were like Ham in uncovering the shame of their father (11). After this excursus 
the author adduces proofs from Paul's Epistles, that changes in the creed, in short, 
any kind of innovation, constituted the worst evil (12 — 14). In order to prove and 
tempt his own, God had permitted teachers belonging to the Church, and there- 
fore not foisted in from without, to essay the setting up of new tenets in the 
Church; examples are taken from Nestorius, Photinus, and Apollinaris; their heresy 
is described, and contrasted with the true faith (15 — 22). But the greatest tempt- 
ation of the Church was due to the innovations of Origen, who was so famous 
(23), and of the no less distinguished TertuUian (24). Here follows a detailed 
practical application; those who have been seduced by the great heretics should 
unlearn to their salvation, what they have learned to their destruction; they must 
apprehend as much of the doctrine of the Church as can be grasped by the 
mind, and believe what they cannot understand; all novelty is wickedness and 
folly; in making innovations ignorance cloaks itself under the 'scientific spirit', 
imbecility under 'enlightenment', darkness under 'light'. The pure science of the 
worship of God is only given in the Catholic, ancient, and harmonious tradition 
(25 — 27). Antiquity is really the thorough-going criterion of the truth. 

This is followed by the second part, which contains the most original matter. 
It opens with the question whether there is any progress in the Church of Christ 
in religion. This is answered in the affirmative ; the progress is ' very great ' ; 
but it consists in deepening, not in altering. It is organic growth of knowledge 
both on the part of individuals and the Church (28). In order to illustrate this, 
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Spent on that proof. Yet even that is perhaps saying too much. 
Everything was really obscure. So far, however, as the Greek 
Church has not changed since John of Damascus, the Greek has at 
present a perfectly definite sense of the foundation of religion. 

use is made figuratively of the growth of the child and plants ; religion is fortified 
with years, expanded with time, and developed more subtly with age; yet every- 
thing remains really what it was, no innovation takes place, for a single novelty 
would destroy everything (29 — 31). The Church is intent only on clearness, light, 
a more subtle differentiation and invigoration of doctrine. What then did it ever 
seek to attain by the decrees of Councils, except that simple belief should become 
more definite, supine preaching be rendered more urgent, and that a wholly in- 
dolent conduct of affairs should give place to a correspondingly anxious perform- 
ance of duty ? " Hoc inquam semper neque quidquam praeterea, hsereticorum novitati - 
bus excitata [that then is admitted], conciliorum suorum decretis catholica p>erfecit 
ecclesia, nisi ut quod prius a majoribus sola traditione susceperat, hoc deinde pos- 
teris etiam per scripturae chirographum consignaret, magnam rerum summam paucis 
litteris comprehendendo et plerumque propter intelligeniicB lucem non novum Jidei 
sensum novce appellationis proprietate signando *' (32). As compared with this ad- 
mission, the author attacks all the more vigorously the 'wicked verbal innovations' 
practised by all heretics (33, 34). But it was still more necessary to be on one's 
guard when heretics appealed to Scripture — as e.g.^ the Arians did to predicates 
taken from the Bible against the term ' OfjLOOva-toQ — for they were the real wolves 
in sheeps' clothing, sons of the devil, for the devil also quoted the Bible (35 — 37). 
All that was necessary to meet their exposition and obtain the correct sense, was 
simply to apply the criteria given in ch. 4. (38). The last of these was the search 
for the concordant views of many and great teachers, when a Council had not 
yet decided the question concerned. Then follows a particular instruction which 
betrays very clearly the uncertainty of that citerion. It was to be applied, not to 
every unimportant question, but only, at least for the most part only, in the case 
of the rule of faith; it was, further, only to be used when heresies had just arisen, 
"before they had time to falsify the standards of the ancient creed, before they 
could by a wider diffusion of the poison adulterate the writings of the forefathers. 
Heresies already circulated and deeply rooted were not to be attacked in this 
way, because in the long lapse of time they had had sufficient opportunity to pur- 
loin the truth" ( ! ! ). Christians must try to refute these ancient heresies by the 
authority of Scripture alone — accordingly the principle of tradition is declared in- 
solvent; or they must simply be avoided as having been already condemned. But 
even the principle of the consensus of the teachers is to be used with the greatest 
caution; it is strictly guarded; it is only of weight when, as it were, a whole 
Council of doctors can be cited (39). But in that case no one is entitled to dis~ 
regard it, for the ancient doctors are the 'prophets and teachers' ranked by Paul 
next to the Apostles, and described by him as presented to the Church by God. 
He who despises them despises God. We must cling to the agreement of the holy 
Churches, which are holy because they continue in the communion of the faith (40) . 
In the so-called second Commonitorium (ch. 41 — 43) there is first a recapitulation 
in which the sufficiency of Scripture as source of truth is once more emphasised. 
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Besides Holy Scripture, tradition is the source of knowledge of, 
the authority for, the truth; and tradition is the Church itself, 
not, as in the West, governed by Rome, as a sovereign, living 
power, but in its immovable, thousand-year-old doctrines and 
orders. Even Scripture is to be explained by the tradition 
which transmits it, although Scripture is itself to some extent 
the caput et origo traditionis. But tradition still really presents 
itself in two forms as it did among the earliest Alexandrians: 
there is a perfectly official form — ^^now that of the Councils, 
and one more profound and indefinite— corresponding to the 
* scientific tradition* (Trxpd^oa-ig yvcca-rtjcri) of the ancient Alex- 
andrians. 

3. TAe Church. * 

Cyril of Jerusalem in his Catechisms portrays the Church 
to his disciples as a spiritual communion. But in explaining the 
predicate * catholic" he completely identifies this spiritual com- 
munion with the empirical Church. It is called 'E;c;cAjf(r/X be- 
cause it summons all men together, and unites them with one 
another. This it does at God*s command; for after God had 
rejected the first community as the * synagogue of the wicked ', 

It is then shown that, at the Council of Ephesus held three years before, no 
novelty was proposed, but decisions were based on the sayings of the Fathers. 
The Fathers are named singly whose works were publicly read there (42). Vin- 
centius therefore considered that the authority of the Council consisted wholly in 
its strict adherence to the testimony of tradition. In the last chapter statements 
follow to the same effect by the two last Roman Bishops. The authority of the 
Roman Chair is appended 'that nothing may seem wanting to completeness \ 
Perhaps the most notable feature in the whole of Vincentius' exposition is that 
the Bishops as such— apart from the Council — play absolutely no part, and that, 
in particular, no reference is made to their Apostolic succession as sharing in the 
proof of doctrine. The ancient "teachers" are the court of appeal. We see that 
Cyprian's influence was not so far-reaching, even in the West, as one should have 
supposed. The proof of tradition was not really based on the hierarchy. 

1 Compare the statements of Kattenbusch, 1. c, p. 330 ff. The East never arrived 
at a definite theory of the nature and features of the Church. 

* On this attribute see Vol. II., p, 75, n. i. From the middle of the fourth 
century the clause ''^Koti [fic] y-iot* diytecv KOcQo^tidjv exx^tia-tocv^^ must have stood in 
the Symbols of by far the most of the provincial Churches in the East. The tU 
is to be referred also to the Church. 
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because they had crucified the Saviour, he built out of the heathen 
a second Church, on which his favour rests ; that is the Church 
of the living God, pillar and foundation of the truth. To 
it alone belong the predicates one, holy, and cathoUc; the 
communities of the Marcionites, Manichaeans, and other heretics 
are societies of godlessness. The Church, which was formerly 
barren, is the mother of us all; she is the Bride of Christ. In 
this second Church God has appointed Apostles, Prophets, and 
teachers, and miraculous gifts of every kind; he has adorned 
it with all virtues, proved it to be unconquerable in persecution, 
and made it an object of veneration even to kings, since its 
boundaries are wider than those of any secular kingdom. It is 
called Catholic because it extends over the whole globe, teaches 
all necessary dogmas to men universally and unceasingly, com- 
prehends and leads to the true worship of God all men with- 
out respect of class, is able to cure all sins in soul and body, 
and possesses in its midst all virtues and all conceivable gifts 
of grace. * 

These utterances of Cyril concerning the Church contain the 
quintessence of all that has ever been said of it by the Greeks. ' 
They have adorned it with all conceivable attributes, applying 
to it all the O. T. passages descriptive of the people of Israel. * 
They glorified it as the communion of faith and virtue, and as 
a rule clung to this description of it in their catechetical and 

1 Cyril, Cat. XVIII., ch. 22—27. 

' For Western doctrines of the Church see the next book. But they are not so 
different in theory from those of the East as some suppose. 

' The Greeks spoke not infrequently of the "state" or "city" of God; Origen 
had already used the term, and it is common in Eusebius. On the other hand, the 
fine combination "Christ and the Church (as bride)" or "the Church as the body 
of Christ", which had been at a very early date reduced to the levelofahomilet- 
ical or rhetorical view, was either thrust into the background, or superseded by 
the phrase "Christ and the individual soul." At a later date, the proposition, that 
Christ is the head of the Church, was often asserted against the Latins; but it 
was not very effective; for, seeing that the Greeks granted that the Church was a 
visible body in the common sense of the term, their thesis that this visible Church 
had none but an invisible head was beset with difficulties. Besides, Origen had been 
attacked as early as about A.D. 300, because he had explained Adam and Eve as 
referring to Christ and the Church (Socrates H. E. III. 7), though this allegory 
was supported by a very ancient tradition. Tychonius repeated it. 
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homiletical teaching. * Indeed, their position was here so far 
archaic, that they either did not mention the organisatidn ot 
the Church at all, or — what was even more significant — they 
named in this connection the Apostles, Prophets, teachers and 
the rest, in brief, the possessors and gifts of the Spirit (see 
above in Cyril). We find the same teaching even in John ot 
Damascus, who in his great work on dogma has given no 
place at all to the Church, " and in the later so-called Symbols 
of the Greek Church.^ The difficult question, which Origen 
first discussed, and which Augustine considered so thoroughly 
in his fight with Donatism — the question about the Church as 
corpus verum (the true body) and corpus permixtum (the mixed 
body) — was hardly touched on in the East. * When we read 
Greek statements as to the Church — statements, besides, which 
are altogether few in number — we not infrequently believe that 
we are living in the second century, nay, before the Gnostic 
controversy. We must not perceive in this attitude of the Greek 
Fathers any sign of exceptional maturity. It was prescribed to 
them, on the one hand, by natural theology, on the other, by 
the narrowness of their view of the task of the Church. Re- 
demption through Christ applied in intention to the whole 
human race, which meanwhile was always simply conceived as 
the sum of all individuals. In its result, it was limited by the 
liberty of man to resist salvation through sin. The Church was 
really, therefore, nothing but the sum of all individual believers 
in heaven and upon earth. The view that the Church was the 
mother of believers, a divine creation, the body of Christ, was 
not properly carried out in dogma. Even the thought that 
Christ had so assumed human nature that all it experienced in 
him benefited mankind, was only applied— not to the Church — 

* There are very numerous instances of this, and most of all in the influential 
Chrysostom. Epiphanius' contention in the Expos, fid. cathol., ch. 3 is worthy of 
notice: *0 0*^5, 6 ev} wivTWv, Mf*7v &sbQ vx^px^* '^^Iq ex rHJQ otyix^ exxAif^/«$ 
ysv^^eia-iv. This Jewish Christian regarded the Church as Israel, and its God as 
the God of Israel 5 see what follows. 

2 Langen, Joh. Damascenus, p. 299 f. 

' Gass, 1. c, p. 205 f. 

4 It is treated in the later Symbols; see Gass, p. 206 f. 
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but to mankind as it existed, and the Eucharist itself did not 
help the Church to a special place in dogmatics. * In spite of 
the 'belief in one holy Catholic Church' {TrKrTsvsiv siq filxv 
iyixv }cxioXixijv hKX^trixv) the Church was no dogmatic concep- 
tion in the strict sense of the term. It did not form a link in 
the chain of the doctrines of redemption. And that is not 
surprising. Seeing the form given to the blessing of salvation, 
a religious conception of the Church could not be obtained. 
All was contained in the factors, God, mankind, Christ, the 
mysteries, and the individual. 

But occasion was given to draw up definitions of the Church 
by (i) the O. T. and the spurious Jewish Church, (2) heresy 
and the actual organisation of the Church, (3) the administration 
of the mysteries, (4) and the fight against the Roman claims to 
the primacy. As regards the first point, all that was necessary 
had been said in the second and third centuries ; there was no- 
thing to add ; it was repeated with greater or less animosity to 
Judaism, whose history appeared sometimes as the mysterious 
type of the Church, sometimes as its antitype. As to the second 
and third, there was no doubt that the Church was the true 
teacher of the truth ' and the legitimate administrator of the 
mysteries. ^ It transmitted the yt^Mvitriq (learning) and it possessed 
the mysteries. Therefore— and of this there was no doubt — it 
was essential to her to have the organisation, which was crowned 
by Bishops and Councils, and priests who should present the 
sacrifices and judge in God's stead. Bishops and Councils we 
have spoken of above, the priests and their duties will be 
discussed in Chap. X. ^ It is remarkable, however, that the latter 

1 Cyril of Alexandria frequently connects the Church with the incarnation and 
the Eucharist; but even he has not gone beyond the homiletic and edifying point 
of view. 

2 Religious truth, however, really embraced all philosophy, see Anastasius Sin., 
Viae dux (Migne, Patrol., Vol. 89, p. 76 sq.): 'Opdo^o|/a Ivrh k^£vlvi% 'TFspt @soG 
xcet xr/a-swQ v'X'6?^yiyptq if 'iwotac TBpt tt^vtuv ^At^^if^, If $6^cc r&v '6vtuv Kct^^xep eia-iv, 

3 Damalas has given a very pregnaul summary of the old Patristic conception 
*H 6p&6$o^OQ Tia-Tiii (1877) p. 3: »f ^^ Trta-Tt^ ot^rij €iq tjJv f/.foev uyiotv xdcJoA/xifv Koi 
diTroa-TO/.tKijv exx^ifa-iccv ea-rt TrsTotQiia-tq, ISri ocVni ea-rtv 6 ^opeiiq rJfC dfi/a; x^P*'''^^ 
TvJQ ev$6ixvvfzevyfQ slq $vo rivx^ xpurov Zri xVrvi eo'Ttv 6 uP^^v^aca-roQ StS^a-KX/iOq rif^ 
Xpta-TiotinKviq x?i^hioi^ xcct Sevrspov 6 yv^a-toQ r&v iivvr^piuv otKOvdf^o^. 

* See Kattenbusch, 1. c, pp. 346 ff., 357 ff., 393 ff. 
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is brought more to the front than the former. The Pseudo- 
areopagite was not the first to make his view of the Church 
depend essentially on the mysteries, and to regard the hierarchy 
primarily as performers of the sacred rites; he only completed 
what Ignatius, Clement, the first draft of the Apostolic Consti- 
tutions, Chrysostom de sacerdotio^ * and many others had developed 
before or contemporaneously with him. The Church had been 
entrusted to the Bishops, because they constituted the living 
representation of God on earth, the vicars of Christ, participators 
in the activity of the Holy Spirit, and therefore the source of 
all sacraments. They were much less thought of as successors 
of the Apostles ; the Church was the legacy not of the Apostles, 
but of Christ, and the dwelling place of the Holy Spirit. ^ 

In the polemic against the Roman claims to supremacy, the 
view was strongly emphasised that Christ is the foundation and 
sole head of the Church, and this principle was opposed even 
to an exaggerated estimate of the Apostles in general and Peter 
in particular. 

" He who secedes from the Church, withdraws himself at the 
same time from the influences of the^ Holy Spirit, and it is not 
easy to find a wise man among the heretics'*;' but on what 

1 See Vol. III. 4 — 6, VI. 4; also the Homily on the day of his ordination as 
priest, Montfaucon I., p. 436 sq. 

* Of course the Church was conscious of being, and called itself "apostolic." 
But it is perhaps not a mere accident that this predicate is not so stereotyped 
in the Symbols and other official manifestoes as the rest — unity, holiness and 
catholicity. The otherwise substantially identical expositions by the Greek Fathers 
of the word "catholic" have been collected by Soder, Der BegrifF der Katholicitat 
der Kirche und des Glaubens (1881), pp. 95 ff., no if., 113 f., 115 f. "Catholic" 
was equivalent to orthodox even before Eusebius, as is shown by the interpolations 
of the word into the Martyrium Polycarpi. That this word was interpolated I have 
tried to prove in "The Expositor," 1885, Dec, p. 410 sq. It may be in place here 
to remark generally that the copyists are least to be trusted in the case of such 
predicates as were current at a later date — e,g.^ as regards words like "bearer of 
God" " Homoousios ", "Catholic" etc. The Monophysites especially made great 
efforts to introduce their catch-words into older writers. Even to-day the Armenians 
are not to be trusted. 

3 Heretics and Schismatics were more and more identified; see the so-called 
6th Canon of Constantinople, A.D. 381 (it really dates from A.D. 382) : xlptrtKovQ 
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points the unity of the Church was based has not been made 
clear. It first appears as if faith and virtue were sufficient, but 
participation in the mysteries of the Church, and submission 
to its organisation and tradition were added; indeed these in 
practice took the first place. Yet the organisation of the Church 
was not really carried higher than the Bishops, in spite of all 
the empty words used about the Patriarchs: the Church was 
orthodox and perfect, because it offered a security in its episcopal 
and priestly constitution \h3Lt it vid^ihcaficient institution founded 
by Christ. In this conviction — we can hardly call it a doctrine — 
the Church became more and more narrow; it made itself 
a holy piece of antiquity. * 

But after the close of the fifth century it ceased to be the 
one Church. Tradition, which had been created to maintain the 
unity of the Church, served in the end to split it up, because 
national and local traditions, views, and customs had been 
received into it to an increasing extent. The great cleavage into 
Catholic and Novatian Catholic was not yet determined, or 
supported by national considerations. The division into Graeco- 
Roman Catholicism and Germanic Arianism did owe its dura- 
tion to opposite national tendencies. On the other hand, the 
disruption of the Eastern Church into the Byzantine (Roman) 
and the Oriental (Nestorian-Syrian, Jacobitish- Syrian, Coptic, and 
Armenian) rested entirely on national antitheses, and, preserved 
mainly by the monks who, in spite of all their renunciation of 
the world, have always adopted a National Church attitude, has 
continued up to the present day. Now, after the schism had 
further taken place between the Byzantine (Neo-Roman) and the 
Roman branches, the Church was divided into three (four) gjreat 
territories distinguished by their nationality : the Germano-Roman 

niiOv a¥ac6tfjLecTia'6fifT»^. ^po^ $^ tovtoiq tutt tovq t^v Tta-m fclv r^v vynj 'jrpov- 

1 The question whether the holiness ofChristians was founded on being members 
in the Church — initiation into it — or depended on personal virtue was not decided 
in the E^t, but it was never even definitely put Thecauseofthis vagueness existed 
ultimately in the obscurity which prevailed among the Greeks in reference to the 
relation of natural theology and dogma in general; see on this the following 
chapters. 
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West (Rome), the countries on the -^gean sea (Constantinople), 
and the East split into Nestorianism and Monophysitism. Each 
had its own peculiar traditions and authorities. The Orientals, 
though rent asunder and quarrelling with each other, felt that 
they formed a unity compared with the two other sections, Le., 
the ** Romans,*' and could, in reply to the " bragging of the 
Romans," point to a hundred marks which revealed the superi- 
ority of their Churches. They regarded their land as the cradle 
of the human race, their Church as the primitive home of religion ; 
and if Jerusalem was no longer in their possession, yet they 
still had the ancient site of Paradise. * The Neo-Romans boasted 
of their Patriarchate, their unchanged faith, and their nation, 
which took no part in the crucifixion of Christ, in which 
the Romans and Barbarians had made common cause. The 
Romans, finally, had the chiefs of the Apostles, Peter and 
Paul, and the Pope, Peter's successor, with the secular power 
committed to him by Christ and Constantine. The common 
foundation of these Churches was not solid enough to resist the 
elements that were dissolving it. Nationality was stronger than 
religion. 

Literature. — Jacobi, Die kirchliche Lehre von der Tradition u. 
heil. Schrift, Part I., 1847. Holtzmann, Kanon u. Tradition, 
1859 (does not discuss to any extent the Church in antiquity). 
Soder, Der Begriff der Katholicitat der Kirche, 188 1. Seeberg, 
Studien zur Geschichte des BegrifTs der Kirche, 1885. Katten- 
busch, 1. c. There is much material in Schwane, also in the 
writings which passed between Old Catholics and Roman 
Catholics after A.D. 1869. 

1 See, e,g,^ Elias of Nisibis, Proof of the truth of the faith (Ed.by Horst, 1886, 
p. 112 ff.). 
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A. — Presuppositions of the Doctrine of Redemption, 
or Natural Theology. 

** Natural Theology" did not pass through any very thorough- 
going development in the Greek Church; but it reveals differ- 
ences, according as Aristotelianism or Neoplatonism prevailed. 
By Natural Theology we are to understand the complex of 
conceptions that, according to the view then held, formed the 
self-evident and certain contents of the human mind, which was 
only held to be more or less darkened (see Chap. IL). These 
conceptions, however, arose in fact historically, and corresponded 
to the degree of culture at which the ancient world had arrived, 
especially through the work of the Greek Philosophers. We 
can divide them appropriately into doctrines concerning God 
and concerning man. But changes also took place in pro- 
portion to the growing influence exerted on these conceptions 
by the words of the Bible literally understood. Nevertheless 
the fundamental features remained in force; yet they were dis- 
placed and confused by foreign material during the period 
from Origen to John of Damascus. 
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-PRESUPPOSITION OF DOCTRINE OF REDEMP- 
TION OR NATURAL THEOLOGY. 



CHAPTER IV. 

PRESUPPOSITIONS AND CONCEPTIONS REGARDING GOD, 
THE CREATOR, AS DISPENSER OF SALVATION. 

§ I. The Doctrine of God, Its Method. 

The main features of the doctrine of God were those familiar 
from the theology of the Apologists, as they were partly fixed and 
partly supplemented by the fight with Gnosticism. Specula- 
tions on the Deity as a Trinity {rpixq) modified but little the 
general doctrine of God (yet see attempts in Augustine, De 
trinitate); for the unity, simplicity, indivisibility, and unchange- 
ableness of God were at the same time maintained most defin- 
itely: in other words, the Father alone was almost always 
regarded as **root of the Deity'* (p/^^ rij^ Ssory^Tog), where the 
Deity, in its essential being, was described in comparison with 
the world. The ultimate reason of this was that theology 
counted on a general intelligence for its general doctrine 
of God, and therefore had recourse to natural religion and 
theology, /. e., to the results of Greek philosophy. It was 
indeed admitted by many Fathers (see esp. Athanasius, De 
incarn.) that men could know the Deity from creation only 
dimly, if at all ; and that therefore the manifestation of God in 
Christ alone made it possible to recognise the nature of God 
as the undivided, spiritual and good Lord of the World. But, 
in fact, it was only a question of more or less as regards the 
natural knowledge of the spiritual and good God, the Creator. 
Other Fathers, especially those influenced by Aristotle, declared 
the knowledge of God in its whole extent to be innate (see 
Arnobius), or, a knowledge to be constantly tested by the 

i6 
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observation of nature. No difference is here caused by the fact 
that some Fathers have described the existence of God and his 
distinctive nature as capable of proof, others, as incapable; for 
the latter only rejected the proof in so far as God could not 
be discovered by means of deduction from a prius. The 
psychological, cosmological, * and natural theological proofs were 
not despised by them in meeting Atheism, Polytheism, Mani- 
chaeism, etc. We already find in Augustine suggestions of an 
ontological proof. ' All these evidences were, indeed, given 
subject to the proviso, that all knowledge of God must be 
traced back to God himself, that it became indistinct in pro- 
portion to man's alienation from God, and that the revelation 
of Scripture first rendered everything clear and certain. 

Further, it was expressly contended that God, as the infinite 
one, was, strictly speaking, incapable of being known, because 
his nature could not be described by any predicate. But this 
inscrutability, so far as represented in the avowal "whatever 
the creature is, that God is not,*' was held — and with this 
the Neoplatonists were agreed — to be the valuable and true 
knowledge (Athan. ad monach. 2: **even if it is not possible 
to comprehend what God is, it is possible to say what he is 
not:" y,o^i si fii^ ivvxrov kxtxKx^s(t6xi t/ fVr/ 0fJ^, ciXXx ivvxrov 
sIttsTv^ r! ovk hriv), ^ The revelation through the Logos only 

> The influence of Aristotle is first conspicuous in Diodore of Tarsus, who re- 
produced independently the cosmological proof of Aristotle (see Photius, Biblioth. 
223). From the sixth century it is evident in the majority of the Fathers, and 
especially John of Damascus. See De fide orthod. I. 3 (12): Everything perceptible 
by the senses, as also the higher world of spirits, is subject to change; therefore 
it must have had a beginning, and been created. There must accordingly exist a 
being who created it, and that is God. Two other proofs* are found in John of Dam. 

2 Augustine's line of argument was first to demonstrate rules of human thought, 
which accordingly transcended it. These rules — logical and ethical — he stated to 
be truths^ their sum being the truth. This truth was a living power, accordingly 
it existed. Thus the way to the existence of God was given ; see esp. De lib. arbitr. II. 
3 — 15, but the thought is also suggested elsewhere in his writings, e.g.^ the Confessions. 

3 In this the great majority of the Fathers were agreed. Augustine describes (De 
doctr. I. 6) the impossibility of declaring God, in a way that coincides word for 
word with the tenets of the Basilidians (Hippol., Philos. VII. 20). Augustine writes : 
"Diximusne aliquid et sonuimus aliquid dignum deo? Immo vero nihil me aliud 
quam dicere voluisse sentio; si autem dixi, non hoc est quod dicere volui. Hoc 
unde scio, nisi quia deus ineffabilis est, quod autem a me dictum est, si ineffabile 
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went beyond this in that it established this knowledge regarding 
the infinite Spirit and his inexpressible nature, and made it 
possible to perceive him in his likeness. ^ The Fathers influenced 
by Neoplatonism, however, assumed further that the contempla- 
tive ascetic, who was on the way to deification, could gain a 
direct vision of God in all his splendour, a conception which the 
Areopagite has combined with a scholastic theory of the know- 
ableness of God by negation, eminence, causality. ^ 

esset, dictum Don esset? Ac per hoc ne ineflfabilis quidem dicendus est deus, quia 
et hoc cum dicitur, aliquid dicitur. Et fit nescio quae pugna verborum, quoniam 
si illud est ineflfabile, quod dici non potest, non est ineflfabile, quod vel ineffabile 
dici potest." Basilides: ^'Ea-rt yicp, ^ijo-tVy SKtlvo ovx oi'KK&Q HcppifTOv, "B dvof^^^sracr 
'dppviTOV yoGv avr^ KxKoviisv^ IkbIvo H ov$i UppijTOV' Koti yotp rd ovi'' Uppy/rov ovk 
'uppflTOv ivof^^^erxty ^AA^ 'ia-rt^ (pijo-tVf vTrsp^vu 'X'oevroQ dvdf^acroQ hvoiio^onevov. Men 
were therefore at the point already reached by Basilides* followers in the second 
century. Even Catechumens were taught this; see C)rril, Cat. VI., ch. 2: oh t3 t/ 
IcTt ®s^Q s^iiyo^fjLsQx . . . Iv ToTg Tepi @toC /i^gy^Aif yv&a-iQ ro r\jv xyvua-iav JftoAoyfTv. 
Similar teaching is very frequent in Plotinus. In the Vita Plot, of Porphyry jch. 23, 
the supreme God is thus defined: 6 @shQ 6 i^nrB iiop^^v h^ts rtvk tSsacv '^%«v, 
vT^p $^ voVv Kou x&v TO voifrhv ^pv/Jtsvo^, 

1 The Dogmatics of John of Damascus begin with John I. 18, Matt. XI. 17, 
and I Cor. II. 11. 

' The striking contention of some disciples of Lucian (according to Philostor- 
gius), and the most extreme Arians, Eunomius and Aetius, but not Arius himself, 
that men could know the nature of God as well as God himself did, and as well 
as they knew themselves, is most closely connected with their Christology and 
their Aristotelianism. When the orthodox Fathers argued that the indescribable God 
could only be perceived in the Logos and through his work, and that God therefore 
would have been unknowable had not the Logos been his image, possessed of a 
like nature, those Arians had to meet the objection by emphasising even in the 
course of the christological controversy, the possibility of knowing God directly. 
In taking up this position they had of course to leave the nature of God out 
of the question, and to confine themselves to his will, as it had been clearly 
manifested in creation, and the preaching of the truth by the Logos. But this to 
them was no limitation; for they only attached importance in the first place to 
the knowledge of the divine will, and secondly to the renewed submission of men 
to the sovereignty of the divine will: (not to participation in the divine nature, 
unless in so far as that was already involved in the original equipment of man; 
see Socrates IV. 7; Epiph. H. LXXVI. 4, and the counter-observations of the 
Cappadocians). Their expositions are exceded by the Areopagite's completely Neo- 
platonic theology, from which, meanwhile, Augustine in one of his lines of thought 
was not far removed. The Areopagite already adopted the position that ruled for 
more than a thousand years, in which the contention that God — by reason of his 
splendour— was absolutely unknowable, was balanced by the mystical assumption 
of a sensuous, suprasensuous knowableness in virtue of the fusion of the mind of 
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§ 2. TAe Doctrine of God's Nature and Attributes. 

The Being of God was immortal substance and was primarily 
defined — as already results from the method of knowing God — 
by affirming that he was without beginning or end, that he 
was a spirit and the supreme First Cause, all which predicates 
were proved in connection with the proofs of his existence. 
The deity is the pneumatic "Ov which, because it is not the 
world, is supramundane, simply governing the world, the one, 
indivisible, imperishable, unchangeable, supremely good and 
impassive being, to which, in the strict sense, a real existence 
alone belongs: the Fathers influenced by Aristotelianism 
emphasised especially the spiritual power which determined its 
own aims and the causality of the deity. God is the intelligible 
reality and infinite reason. So far as it is maintained of this 
being (secundum hominem) that he is good, the predicate 
affirms nothing but that he is perfect, /. e., is completely self- 
sufficienf and possesses blessedness in himself and therefore is 
not envious — see esp. Athanasius adv. pagan., also the 
Catechisms of Cyril. But the goodness of the Deity was also 
established from the fact of the revelation of God, first from 
creation, and here meant that God, since he is the gracious 
one, willed that creatures should participate in his blessedness, 
and carried out his intention under all circumstances. 

Augustine broke through this natural conception of the 
goodness of God ; for he understands by the Deity as sum^nunt 
bonum the power of love which takes hold of man, and leads 
him fron^ worldliness and selfishness to peace and felicity. But 
even in Augustine this idea is intimately connected with the 
natural view. 

As regards the divine attributes, the Fathers sought, while 
speaking of such, to keep clear of the idea of a plurality in 

God with the mind of man. To him also we trace back the theology of affinnation 
and negation (kataphatic and apophatic) — the thing had, indeed, been very long 
in existence — />., the method of making statements about God via eminentUB and 
via negationis ; see his Letters, the work, De divinis nominibus, and the beginning 
of the tractate, De mystica theologia. The importance of John of Damascus consists 
for posterity in his having united the Neoplatonic and Aristotelian elements in his 
doctrine of God; see De fide orthod. I. i — 4. 
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God, or conceptions of anything accidental. It is only for 
human thought that the absolute, perfect, homogeneous Being 
has attributes assigned to him, as varied representations of 
him in relation to the finite. The elevation above time and 
space presented itself as eternity and omnipresence ; the latter 
attribute at the same time was the root of omniscience and 
omnipotence. Omnipotence was limited by the Fathers by two 
thoughts: it was circumscribed by the good will of God, and 
it left scope for human liberty. * Origen*s thesis of the limitation 
of omniscience found no supporters in later times. 

From the goodness (perfection) of God ^ all conceivable 
ethical qualities were deduced. But they did not obtain their 
due significance, because the abstract idea that God was the 
requiter, i, e,, rewarded the good and punished the wicked, 
formed, in spite of all Neoplatonic philosophy, the foundation 
of the whole conceptions of God, in so far as ethics were taken 
into account at all. This view, however, which was considered 
the "natural'* one, readily became indifferent to the thought 
that men as God*s creatures are dependent on him, that they 
are meant to form an inner unity, and that their life is con- 
ducted to a definite goal; in other words, it endangered 
the religious view of Christianity. It gave man complete in- 
dependence in presence of God, and broke mankind up into a 
group of disconnected individuals. It descended from Judaism 
and the ancient world — the gods are just, because they reward 
and punish, the two facts being conceived in coordination. 
This view, further, was entitled to its place within the narrow 

1 Along with all fatalism and astrology the Greek Fathers also unanimously 
rejected the idea that God's prescience acted as fate and was the first cause of 
human actions, or that prophecy controlled the course of events. It was rather 
taught that prescience was consequent to the event perceived beforehand. But 
Augustine was not perfectly satisfied with this idea. He deepened it through the 
thought that the sum of all that happened was before God in an eternal now. 

2 But of this the saying of Gregory of Nyssa is true (^rep/ ifvx- x. avxa-rxa- 
Oehler, p. 92): JlavrdQ ccyaQov eTrexsivx ii Qeta (pva-t^^ rb $^ ayotdov aycc&ui (pf?^cv 
TTavTW^, hoc rovro iocvrviv ^Xs'ttovo-x kx) (5 'ix^^ Qs?<ei xxt S Os/^ei '^%e/ ov$h rSiv '^^00- 
6sv sti exvrbv $sxof^svyi. "E|w ^^ xvrvi(; ov$eVj ^rt /u^ it xxxfx fiSvii^ ^V/^, xxv 
TrxpxSo^ov 5, Iv TM fjLvj sJvxt TO sTvxi '^x^^' 0^ 7^P ^AAjf r/c ea-Tt xxxixQ yevsa-t^, st 
jitjf >i roV '6vT0Q a-rifiyfo-iQ. To Jl xvpiu^ ""bv »f roV xyxQov (^va-it; so-rtv <5 oZv ev rtjt 
'^vrt ovK 'ia-Ttv, sv rla f^ij $lvxi T^vroo^ ea-Ttv, 
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horizon of the citizens of ancient communities, ^ but while it 
could not be omitted from Christianity, it required to be sub- 
ordinated to a higher thought. Accordingly, significant ten- 
dencies to correct the prevalent system of thought were not 
wanting on the part of the Fathers. Origen had already tried 
to regard the righteousness of God as a form of his loving 
discipline; the conception that suffering is always bound up 
with penal justice, had undoubtedly something to do with this 
attempt. The continued fight with dualism— Manichaeism — con- 
stantly made it necessary to demonstrate that power, goodness, 
wisdom, and justice were combined in the Deity. ^ But in al- 
most all the Fathers the attributes of goodness and justice 
stood asunder. We can see the reason of this in the fact that 
up to Augustine no serious effort was made to understand the 
goodness of God as moral holiness, and this failure was in turn 
due to the characteristic method of obtaining a knowledge of 
God, the attempt to rise to the Deity from the notion of the 
finite by means of sublimations. ' The theory of God was beset 
at this most important point with uncertainties, nay, inconsist- 
encies. He was at once the impassive Being ("Ov) and the 
Judge who requited actions ^ — the latter conception, further, not 
only including the coordination of goodness and justice, but 
also the superiority of the former to the latter. The Alex- 
andrians had grasped at the expedient, following Philo, * of 
representing God as absolutely benevolent, but the Logos as the 
Just; this, however, was to confess despair of solving the pro- 
blem, showing once more very clearly that men could not think 
without compunction (affectiones humance) of the (penal) justice 

1 See Leopold Schmidt, Die Ethik der alten Griechen, 2 Vols., 1882; further, 
Ritschl in the Th. L. Z. 1883, Col. 6 f. 

2 These four attributes Gregory of Nyssa has particularised and sought to 
harmonise in his great Catechism. 

' This method, however, was by no means despised by Augustine himself. 

* The doctrine of God came in this form to the theologians of the middle 
ages. The nuances and inconsistencies of scholastic theology were caused by the 
necessity of alternating between the two ideas of God as the intelligible ''Ov and 
the Requiter. Some emphasised the one, others the other, more strongly. In certain 
doctrines only the former, in others only the latter conception, could be used. 

5 See Bigg, The Christian Platonists of Alex. (1886), p. 12 f. 
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of which at most the Logos was capable; and it is interesting 
as a counterpart to the opposite idea adopted in later times. * 
But we see even here, why the doctrine of redemption could 
not become one of atonement in the ancient Church. If the 
distinctive form in which redemption was accomplished was to 
be justified, and its intrinsic necessity to be proved, then there 
must not only exist, but speculation must be founded on, the 
conviction that God's saving purpose transcended the thought 
of requital, and that he was morally holy. But that is out of 
the question where the Fathers are concerned. " 

§ 3. The Cosmology. 

The Cosmological and allied anthropological problems were 
treated by the Fathers — who formally used Gen. I. — III. as their 
text — with the whole apparatus of contemporary philosophy, in 
this way satisfying their scientific craving for a rational con- 
ception of the world. The systems are therefore very different 
in details; but on the whole they existed peaceably side by 
side, showing that the differences presupposed a measure of 
agreement, sufficient for the solidarity of the doctrinal structure. 

1 In this view — in the Middle Ages — God appears rather as the strictly Just, 
Christ as the "good"; but the idea of goodness had changed. 

2 In the lower ranks of the communities, and among a few Oriental sects 
(Audians), anthropomorphic conceptions of God, the belief that he had a human 
shape, a body etc., held their ground. But they were retained also in some circles 
of monks (^.^., those of the Scetian Desert), and even by a few Bishops. From 
the close of the fourth century, with the hostility to Origen's spiritualism was 
combined active resistance to this opposite view (Sozom. VIII. 11). The Stoic 
notion of God's corporeality had scarcely a defender after TertuUian ; for Lactan- 
tius' view of the "figura" and "affectus" of God is not Stoic, but belongs to 
popular realism. In general, much that was anthropomorphic was retained in 
Western theology along with the realistic eschatology, and that by theologians who 
cherished a colourless eclectic moralism. Very instructive is Augustine's confession 
(Confess. N, fin.\ VI. 3) that it was the sermons of Ambrose that first delivered him 
from the prejudice that the Catholic Church taught that the Deity was fashioned 
like man. If we reflect how much Augustine had mingled with Catholic Christians 
before his conversion, and how much he had heard of the Church, we cannot 
suppose he was the only one guilty of this prejudice. We need only recall the 
" apocryphal " writings of the Byzantine age, which were read to an extraordinary 
extent, to see how strong were anthropomorphism and the conceptions of a magic 
God, 



Digitized by 



Google 



248 HISTORY OF DOGMA [Chap. iv. 

These differences were slightest in the Cosmology proper. The 
task set the theologians of the fourth century was to bring 
Origen*s cosmology more into harmony with the demands of 
the rule of faith, to adapt it more closely to the account given 
in Gen. I., and to defeat the Manichaean Cosmology. After 
the last decades of the fourth century, the slow course of develop- 
ment was hastened by violent opposition to Origen*s cosmology, 
and the view of the Church, held before Origen, was substantially 
restored, though now as a scientific theory. ^ Yet the con- 
ception of an upper world of spirits, related to the present 
world as its ideal and type, continued to exist, and ever threw 
its shadow on the latter. * On the other hand, the Trinitarian 

* See Justinian's edict against Origen, and the fifth Synod of Constantinople, 
Hefele, Concil. CJesch. II. 2, p. 780 — 797 ; at an earlier date, the attacks of Theo- 
philus and Jerome on Origen. 

2 Origen held that the present world was only a place of punishment and 
purification. This view, which approximated very closely to the old Gnostic idea, 
was rejected 5 but the conception remained of an upper world of spirits, of which 
our world was the materialised copy. Where this conception was potent, a con- 
siderable part of the feeling which possessed Origen (after Plato) as he looked at 
our world must have endured. It was never wanting among the orthodox Fathers, 
and the Greeks of to-day have not lost it. "The world is a whole, but divided 
into two spheres of which the higher is the necessary prius and type of the lower": 
that is still the Greek view (see Gass, Symbolik, p. 143 f.). "God first and by 
his mere thought evoked out of non-existence all heavenly powers to exhibit his 
glory, and this intelligible world {Kda-fjLOQ vospdg) is the expression of undisturbed 
harmony and obedient service." Man belongs to both worlds. The conception, 
as expounded by the Areopagite and established by John of Damascus (De fide 
orthod. II 2 — 12), that the world was created in successive stages, has not the 
importance of a dogma, but it has that of a wide-spread theologoumenon. It is 
Neoplatonic and Gnostic, and its publication and recognition show that the dis- 
satisfaction felt by Origen with the account of the creation in Gen. I. was con- 
stantly shared by others. Men felt a living interest, not in the way plants, fishes, 
and birds came into being, but in the emanation of the spiritual from the Deity 
at the head of creation down to man. Therefore we have the xSa-fJioq voep6Qj the 
intelligible world, whose most characteristic feature consisted in its (3) gradations 
{hocKO(r(/,ij(retq)j which again fell into (three) orders, down to archangels and angels. 
(See Dionys. De divina hierarch. 6 sq., and John of Damascus. l.c., ch. Ill: wSa-x ^ 
OeoPioyioc txq olpavtovq ova-tocQ hvveoc xsK?^iiK6. ravTocQ 6 &€7oq tepore?<ea-r^Q el^ rps7Q 
a<popt^€i rptoc^iK^Q StocKotriJLija-etQ^ Seraphim, Cherubim, thrones, dominions, powers, 
forces, principalities, archangels, and angels. We find a step in this direction as 
early as the App. Constit. VII. 35). In the creation, the system of spiritual powers 
was built from above downwards; while in sanctification by the mysteries, it was 
necessary to ascend the same series. The significant point was the union of the 
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conflicts led to a precise distinction being drawn between 
creating, making, begetting, and emanating, and thus the notion 
of creation out of nothing now first received its strict impress. 
But Neoplatonic ideas of the origin of the world lasted till 
after the beginning of the fifth century, even in the case of 
some Bishops, and side by side with it the Manichaean con- 
ception of the world spread secretly and found adherents among 
the clergy themselves up to the middle of it. The following 
proposition may be regarded as containing the quintessence of 
the orthodox Fathers from the fifth century, and at the same 
time as the presupposition that gave scope to all their further 
speculations. It can be stated thus: God from eternity bore 
in his own mind the idea of the world. In free self-determin- 
ation he, in order to prove his goodness, created by the Logos, 
who embraces all ideas, this world, which has had a beginning 
and will have an end, in six days out of nothing, in accordance 
with the pattern of an upper world created by him. 

The justification of divine providence and the production of 
Theodicies were called for by Manichaeism and fatalism on the 
one hand, and the great political catastrophes and calamities 
on the other. It was taught that God constantly remained 
close to his creation, preserving and governing it. With this, 
rational beings were looked upon in their numerical sum total 
as the peculiar objects of divine providence. Providence was 
also defended in opposition to the loose and unstable form in 
which earlier and contemporary monotheistic philosophers had 
avowed it; it was recognised in principle to be a power pro- 

conceptioQ of creation with the system of the cultus, or, better, the scheme which 
embodied the idea of creation in accordance with the line of progress laid down 
for asceticism and sanctification. This was retained by Greek theology in spite 
of all its disavowal of Origen, Neoplatonism, and Gnosticism. But even in the 
region of the material, incomparably greater interest was taken in warmth, cold, 
moisture, drought, in fire, air, earth, and water, in the four vital humours, than in 
the childish elements which the O. T. narrative of creation takes into account. 
Yet the whole was included under the title of the 'work of the six days', and the 
allegories of Origen were, in theory, rejected. The exegesis of Gen. I. became the 
doctoral problem proper among the Greek Fathers. The most important wrote 
works on the Hexaemeron ; among them that of Johannes Philoponus is scientific- 
ally the most advanced {'rspi Koa-fjtoTottoci)'^ it is dependent, not on Platonism, but 
on Aristotle, though it also opposes the latter. 
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tecting also the individual creature. Yet here Christian theolo- 
gians themselves did not arrive at complete certainty. It was 
admitted that providence was above human freedom in so far 
as it was maintained that neither that freedom nor the evil 
proceeding from it could hinder the divine intentions. But the 
belief in providence was not definitely connected with redemp- 
tion by Christ or with the Church, for it was considered a self- 
evident presupposition of redemption and a piece of Natural 
Theology. Therefore it was also destitute of any strict object. 
The uncertainty of the ancient world as to the extent and 
method of providence had left its influence, * and empirical 
reflections on the objectlessness of certain institutions, or 
phenomena in the world — e, g,, of vermin — could not be 
defeated by a view which had itself a naturalistic basis. Yet 
in proportion as the sure and real knowledge of God was only 
derived from the Christian religion, it was also recognised that 
faith in providence was first made certain through Christ, and 
tl^t Christians were under the particular providence of God.' 
The problem of the theodicy was solved (i) by proving that the 
freedom of the creature was something appropriate and good, 
the possibility of wickedness and evil, however, being neces- 
sarily combined with it; (2) by denying to wickedness any 
reality in the higher sense of the term, since wickedness as it 
was separated from God, the principle of all being, was held 
to be not — being;* (3) by defending the mala poence or evil as 
fitting means of purification; and finally, (4) by representing 
temporal sufferings as indifferent to the soul. Some older 
Fathers, e.g., Lactantius, emphasised, besides, even the neces- 
sity of wickedness in the interest of moralism: without it 
virtue would be impossible. * But such opinions died out in the 
fight with Manichaeism. * 

1 For this reason a startling casuistry is to be noticed here and there, and 
exceptions are laid down. 

2 Degrees of providence were generally distinguished. 

3 After Origen this Platonic proposition enjoyed the widest circulation; see esp. 
Athanasius and the Cappadocians ; but the Antiochians held no other view. Augustine 
made use of it in a peculiar and characteristic way. 

< Lactant. Instit. div. II., ch. 8, 12; V., ch. 7. 

* See Vol. v., for the extent and form in which Augustine held such views. 
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In reference to the heavenly spirits which belonged to, and 
indeed formed, the upper world, the recognised Fathers were 
convinced of the following points, (i) They were created by 
God (see the Symb. Nic). (2) They were endowed with free- 
dom, but had no material bodies {eyyvTOcroc rov xa-oof^^drov). (3) 
They had passed through a crisis after which a section had 
remained true to the good, while another had revolted. (4) 
The good spirits were instruments of the divine government of 
the world, their activity being useful and beneficial to men, 
even entering into the sacramental system by which grace was 
imparted. (5) The reality of wickedness in the world was to be 
attributed to the bad spirits, and especially to their head, the 
devil; they exercised an almost unbounded power on earth, 
not being able indeed to compel man, but only to induce him, 
to sin ; they could also be scared away without fail by the name of 
Christ, the sign of the cross, and the Sacraments. * As regards the 
relation of the good angels to men, their superiority to men — in the 

I No doubt existed of the necessity of believing in heavenly spiritual beings. 
Origen counted this belief a doctrine of the Church (De princip. praef. 10). The 
points numbered in the text may be regarded as the quintessence of what obtained 
generally. But such an agreement only made its appearance in the sixth century. 
Until then this point was a centre of contention between a form of Biblical 
"realism," and the Origenistic, t.e.^ the Greek philosophical, view as to the world 
of spirits. The treatment of the question by the Areopagite, and its approval by 
the Church, constituted a triumph of Neoplatonic mysticism over Biblicism. But 
that tendencies which went still farther in this direction had not been wholly 
destroyed, was shown by the Hesychastic controversy of the fourteenth century, or 
the assumption of an uncreated divine light, which was not the nature of God, but 
a specific energy, different from himself, and which could be seen. (See Engelhardt 
in nigen's Ztschr., 1838, Part I., p. 68 ff.; Gass, Die Mystik des Nik. Kabasilas, 
1849, p. I if., and in Herzog's R.-E., 2nd Ed.). The Logos, accordingly, no 
longer satisfied, or rather, as Scholasticism had placed the Logos under an embargo, 
piety sought for a new mediator. He was to accomplish what the Logos no longer 
did: he was to be a visible revelation of God, himself and yet not himself; for 
God himself was simply quiescent being; accordingly he himself was conceived 
and realised in the form of an energy that could be traced. The theory of the 
Areopagite was, however, not satisfactory in this respect; for while the spirits 
might doctrinally be regarded as created beings, they were perceived as divine 
forces,- emanations, rays of the perfect light, conceivable by degrees by man, and 
bringing him nearer to the deity. We have here a great difference from the western 
conception; in the East the Platonic and Gnostic doctrine of JEons had never 
been entirely abolished. In the West, while the gradation of angelic powers had 
been accepted, the pious impulse from which it originated had not. 
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present condition of the latter — was emphasised, but it was also 
taught on the other hand, that man after he was made perfect would 
be at least equal to them. The former position gave rise to a sort of 
angel-worship, which nevertheless in earlier times was no proper 
. part of religion. The Synod of Laodicea, about A.D. 360, 
declared it in its thirty-fifth Canon to be idolatry. ^ And it was 
kept in check by the idea that Christ's work possessed also a 
mysterious significance for the upper world. But the polythe- 
istic cravings of man constantly influenced religious ideas, and 
as the Deity was farther and farther removed from ordinary 
Christian people by speculation, there gradually arose, along 
with the thought of the intercession of the angels, ' a worship- 
ping of them, which was indeed only settled ecclesiastically at 
the seventh CEcumenical Synod (A.D. 7S7), There it was defined 
as adoration (7rpo7)cvvy}7ig) in distinction from service (^ccrpsla), ^ 
Even Gregory I. had assigned the service of angels to the pre- 
christian stage of religion. The points of doctrine which we 
have above grouped together became the bases of a great 
number of very different conceptions, which grew up in oppo- 
sition to Origen's doctrine, or under its influence, or in depen- 
dence on exegesis (esp. of Gen. VL), or, lastly, as a result of 
reminiscences of Greek folk-lore and philosophy. Men specu- 
lated on the date of the creation of angels, and the method 
by which they were created, on their spirituality or higher 
corporeality, their functions — as guardian angels and genii, 
the manner in which the wicked angels fell, * the orders and 

* There undoubtedly existed, even in the earliest time, a view which conjoined 
the angels with God, and thus made them also objects of worship, or, included 
them in ^^ fides ^ qua creditur. We may here perhaps recall even i Tim. V. 21: 
$ieeixotprvpoiJLOit evayrtov toO ®sov xcci Xpta-rov Ivitrov xcci r&v gxAfXTWv uyyeXav. We 
can at any rate refer to Justin., Apol I. 6 : (We worship God) x,oti rbv 'Kotp* xvroV 
vtbv . . . Kcct Tov rm 'oiXXav iTrofJLSvcov xcei e^O{jLOiov[xevci)v uyoc^&v xyys^uv o'rpotTdv. 
Athenag. Suppl. 10, 24. 

2 This thought is undcmbtedly extremely ancient, but at the earlier date it only 
existed in the outer circle of the faith. 

3 It had long — as early as the fourth century — been on the way ; see the mirac- 
ulous oratories of St. Michael; Sozom. II. 3, Theodoret on Coloss. T. III., p. 355 if. 

* On the devil, "the prince of the ranks encircling the earth,'* see the exposi- 
tion by John of Dam., De fide orthod. II. 4. The devil and the demons of their 
own free will turned away unnaturally from God, 
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divisions of angels, and much else. Here also the doctrine of 
Origen, which culminated in the restoration of the revolted 
spirits, was in the end expressly disowned. On the other hand, 
the Neoplatonic conception of spirits and their orders, or the 
Gnostic idea of the iEons as interpreters of the divine, was 
more and more legitimised in the Church doctrine of angels, 
and was combined by the Areopagite with the mystic system 
of the illumination of the world, and the communication of the 
divine to the creaturely. It was a very old idea — see Hebrews 
and First Clement — that Christ was in Heaven the High Priest 
and head [7rpO(rTXTvii;) of believers in the presence of God. 
Clement of Alex, had already worked out this conception, 
following Philo's model, to the effect that Christ, in conjunction 
with the angelic powers subject to him, conveyed to men the 
energies of the heavenly sphere; that he ever offered himself 
for men to the Father as a sacrifice without fire [iv[j(,x ci7rvpov)\ 
that the Holy Spirit along with the angels kept the heavenly 
and the earthly Church in constant contact. In short, the thought 
of a graded hierarchy in heaven, with heavenly sacrifices, 
intercessions, etc., as it also occurs among the Valentinians, 
lay on the confines of the Alexandrian's speculation. These 
thoughts are more fully matured in Origen: the sacrifice of 
Christ applied also to the celestials, and the upper world, 
brought into harmony, contributed to the redemption of the 
lower. They were confirmed by the Neoplatonic philosophy of 
religion. On the other hand, Ignatius conceived the govern- 
ing body of the Church on earth as a hierarchy which repre- 
sented the heavenly order, and put it in operation. The two 
ideas— the Son, the Holy Ghost and the angelic hosts on the 
one hand, and the earthly priesthood, on the other — only needed 
to be combined, and a new stage of ecclesiastical theosophy 
was reached. The Pseudo-areopagite was the first to gain it — 
after, indeed, it had been already suggested clearly enough by 
Clement of Alex.; see Strom. VI. 13, 107, and other passages. 
Clement makes three dwellings in heaven correspond on one side to 
the divisions of angels, and, again, to the threefold hierarchy on 
earth. On the spread of this form of theosophy among the Syrian 
Monophysite monks, see Frothingham, Stephen bar Sudaili, 1886. 
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This whole conception was after all, indeed, nothing but a 
timid expression of the thought that the plan of creation itself, 
extending down from the deity to man, included the means of 
redemption, and that, as alienation from the deity was due to 
the existence of graduated creations, so, at the same time, was 
the restoration to God. This conception, which contrasts 
abruptly with that of the Old Testament and Christianity, was 
compatible in principle neither with the idea of the creation, 
nor with the one historical redemption that took place once for 
all. It was Gnostic and Neoplatonic, ue., pagan. This its 
character was simply disguised by the retention of the creation 
so far as words went, and by the substitution for the iEons of 
Jesus Christ, the Holy Ghost, and angelic powers with Biblical 
names ; and, further, of sacraments, sacrifices, and priests, whose 
existence and operations were derived from the work of Christ. 

The root of this whole conception is ultimately found in the 
notion that the Logos, who was identified with the Son of 
God, continued to be conceived as the abode and bearer of 
all the ideas from which the world was evolved. Even Athan- 
asius was not in a position thoroughly to correct this view, — 
see Atzberger, Die Logoslehre des heiligen Athanasius, 1880, 
p. 1388". Consequently, even the most clear-sighted of the 
Fathers were helpless against speculations which deduced 
redemption from the Cosmology. And thus a new Church 
Theosophy arose. A fantastic pantheism was introduced which 
had been created by the barbarous theosophy of expiring 
antiquity. It harmonised excellently with the religious barbarism 
which satisfied itself in the crudest and most daring myths and 
legends; nay, it kindled into fresh life with it. The living 
God, apart from whom the Soul possesses nothing, and the 
fervour of the saint threatened meanwhile to disappear. And 
side by side, nay, in cordial agreement, with these fantastic 
speculations, there existed a prosaic worship of the letter. 

Literature. — See Nitzsch's account, here especially thorough, 
Dogmengesch. I. pp. 268 — 287, 328 — 347, and Schwane, Vol. II. 
pp. IS — 108, 272—328. 
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CHAPTER V. 

PRESUPPOSITIONS AND CONCEPTIONS REGARDING MAN AS THE 
RECIPIENT OF SALVATION. 

§ I. Introductory, 

According to the ideas of the Fathers, the doctrines of the 
condition and destiny of man belonged to Natural Theology. 
This appears from the fact that, starting from their Cosmology, 
they all strove to ascertain, from the original state of man, the 
nature of Christian redemption, in other words, the state of 
perfection. At the same time the reservation held good, that 
we should receive more than we could think or expect, and, 
in fact, that which was expected, and was deduced from the 
religious and ethical value which man had come to put upon 
himself in the course of history, was only carried back into 
his original state. The following propositions contain every- 
thing that can be stated as embodying a common conviction 
and common presupposition of all further conceptions, which 
in this matter turned out very different, in accordance with the 
speculative and empirical studies of the Fathers, and the object 
of their investigations for the time. Man made in the image 
of God is a free self-determining being. He was endowed with 
reason by God, that he might decide for the goody and enjoy im- 
mortality. He has fallen short of this destiny by having 
voluntarily yielded and continuing to yield himself— under 
temptation^ but not under compulsion— to sin, yet without having 
lost the possibility and power of a virtuous life, or the capacity 
for immortality. The possibility was strengthened and immor- 
tality restored and offered by the Christian revelation which 
came to the aid of the darkened reason with complete know- 
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ledge of God, Accordingly, knowledge decides between g-ood and 
evil. Strictly taken, the will is morally nothing. On this basis very 
different views were possible. It was asked, first, what was 
original endowment, and what destiny, in the case of man; 
secondly, in connection with this, how much was to be claimed 
as human nature, and how much as a gift of grace orig^ally 
bestowed; and thirdly, in keeping with the above, how far 
and how deep the consequences of sin extended. The question 
was put, in the fourth place, whether bare freedom constituted 
man's character, or whether it did not correspond to his nature 
to be good. Fifthly, the philosophical question as to the consti- 
tution of man was here introduced and answered in various 
ways [dichotomically, trichotomically, the extent and scope of 
the flesh (o-^p?) in human nature, in its relation to the spirit 
{TTvevyLoi) and to sin]. Sixthly, the relation of the creaturely 
spirit (Tj/fDjC*^) to the divine, in other words, the origin of the 
human spirit, was discussed. Seventhly, lastly, and above all, 
men possessed two sources of knowledge: the account in 
Genesis with a realistic exposition, which seemed to pour scorn 
on all ** spiritual** conceptions, but had nevertheless to be 
respected; and the relative section from Origen*s theology, 
which was felt to an increasing extent to be intolerable to the 
Church, and which yet expressed the scientific, religious con- 
viction of the Fathers, in so far as their thought was scientific. 
Under such circumstances different conceptions, compromises of 
all sorts, necessarily arose; but hardly anywhere was an 
advance made in the end on the views already presented by 
Irenaeus. In the latest results, as they are to be found in the 
Dogmatics of John of Damascus, there is much that is more 
realistic than in Irenaeus, but on the whole a type of doctrine 
is obtained which is more inadequate and confused, and less 
valuable. In what follows we intend to enter in detail only 
into the most important points. 

§ 2. The Anthropology. 

Since the end of the creation of the world was held to 
consist in the creation of rational beings, who could exhibit 
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the image of God and share in his blessedness, it followed that 
the power of free self-determination and the capacity for im- 
mortality belonged to the notion of man, and that they were 
therefore regarded as inalienable. AH the doctors of the Church, 
however, comprehended, in the idea of innate freedom, the 
conceptions of the rational and moral plan of man's nature as 
a whole, and they defined this natural disposition to be the 
power to know God*s will accurately, to follow it, and thus to 
rise above nature. While it was left in doubt whether this 
whole natural plan implied that man possessed bare freedom or 
freedom directed to the good, it certainly characterised man as 
a spiritual being, and for that very reason as an image of God. 
Being such, man was independent as regards God. In other 
words, the fact that he was an "image" did not directly 
establish a lasting dependence on God, nor did it find expres- 
sion in such a dependence. On the contrary, it established his 
freedom in relation to God, so that man, being independent, 
was now only subject to the law of God^ i.e., to that dispen- 
sation in virtue of which he was either rewarded or punished 
according as he behaved. The connection with God was thus 
exhausted in the noble constitution of man fixed once for all, 
but was supremely valued and acutely felt as a gift of divine 
grace, in the comparison with irrational animals. Meanwhile, 
the Fathers differed from one another. Some — like Athanasius, 
see even Tatian — assigned to human nature, in the strictest 
sense of the term, only the creaturely and sensuous state of 
being, in respect of which man is perishable, and they de- 
scribed everything else as a gift of divine grace inherent in 
human nature. Others embraced in this nature the moral cap- 
acity, endowment of reason, and knowledge of God; — so the 
majority; and very strenuously John of Damascus who repeat- 
edly characterises the good as the natural: see De fide orthod. 
II. 30, III. 14. The third class, finally, included even immor- 
tality, as a possession and not merely as a destiny, among the 
natural attributes of the human soul. These distinctions, which, 
however, are not particularly important for dogmatics, since all 
ultimately held nature to be a gift of grace, and the gift of 
grace to be a natural provision, were due partly to the differ- 

17 
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ent psychological conceptions of the Fathers, partly to the 
standpoint from which they investigated the problems ; they might 
— as e.g., Athanasius — start from the doctrine of redemption 
or depend on moral, or empirical philosophical considerations. 
In psychology, the only point settled was that the fundamental 
form of human nature was twofold, spiritual and corporeal. 
This conception existed even where the soul itself was repre- 
sented as something corporeal, or as only "as nearly as pos- 
sible incorporeal*' {lyyxiTix^Tix, rou ifrufixTov). Very many Greek 
Fathers, however, followed the view of Plato and Origen, accord- 
ing to which man consists of spirit, body, and soul — the soul 
uniting the other two. Consistently carried out, this opinion 
constantly led them back to the conception of Origen (Philo) 
that the spirit in man alone constituted his true nature, that it 
had its own, even a pretemporal, history, that in itself it be- 
longed to the supernatural and divine sphere, and that the 
body was only a prison which had to be stripped off before 
the spirit could present itself in its true being. In order to 
escape these consequences, which were already discredited in 
the controversy with Neoplatonism and Manichaeism, different 
methods were adopted. Among these occurred that already 
alluded to above, the conception of the spirit solely as a " super- 
added gift** (donum superadditum), a religious principle, to be 
found exclusively in the pious. But this expedient was seldom 
chosen ; the whole question, so important and crucial, was rather 
stifled in a hundred questions of detail, tortured out of, or read 
into, the account in Genesis. The ever increasing restriction of 
the allegorical and spiritualising method of interpreting Gen. I. ff., 
led the Fathers nolens-volens to opinions remote from their 
scientific thought on religion. The only passage in that account, 
moreover, which seemed to support the spiritualistic conception 
— "God breathed his own breath into man** — proved too much, 
and had therefore to be let alone. ^ Origen*s idea, that the 

* Augustine's exposition in Ep. CCV. 19, was ultimately the opinion of most 
of the Greek Fathers, so far as they were not completely devoted to Neoplatonism. 
" Vis etiam per me scire, utrum dei flatus ille in Adam idem ipse sit anima. Bre- 
viter respondeo, aut ipse est aut ipso anima facta est. Sed si ipse est^ f actus est,.. 
In hac enim qusestione maxime cavendum est, ne anima non a deo facta natura, 
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body was a prison of the soul, was contrasted with the other, 
also ancient, that man was rather a microcosm, having received 
parts from the two created worlds, the upper and under. * But 
this conception, the only one which contained a coherent theory 
of equal value formally with the doctrine of Origen, could not 
fail to remain a mere theory, for the ethics corresponding to 
it, or its ethical ideal, were not supported by the final aims of 
the dominant theology. When anthropological questions or the 
Biblical narrative were not directly taken into account, it be- 
comes everywhere obvious, that the old Platonic antithesis of 
spirit and body was regarded by the Fathers as the antithesis 
between that which was precious and that which was to be 
mortified, and that the earthly and creaturely in man was felt 
to be a hampering barrier which was to be surmounted. Mona- 
chism and the eschatological prospect of deification are examples 
which show how thoroughly practical ideas and hopes were 
determined by the dualistic view, though its point had been 
blunted by the tenet of the resurrection of the body. Mean- 
while the theoretical doctrines as to the nature of man con- 
tinued to be beset by a profound inconsistency, and ultimately, 
in consequence of Biblicism, became aimless and barren. ' 

Supplement — The different psychological views of the 
Fathers are reflected in the various theories as to the origin 
of individual souls. The oldest of these was the traducian 
theory of TertuUian, which was also represented by a few 
Greeks— Gregory of Nyssa, Anastasius Sinaita. According to 

sed ipsius dei substantia tamquam unigenitus filius, quod est verbum eius, aut aliqua 
eius particula esse credatur, tamquam ilia natura atque substantia, qua deus est 
quidquid est, commutabilis esse possit: quod esse animam nemo non sentit, qui 
se animam habere sentit." But the thought which underlay the last saying of the 
dying Plotinus (Porphyr., Vita Plot., ch. 2): leu^&^LOti tI hv vifuv dg7ov ^vdystvrpoQ 
t3 Iv T§1 T«vr/ hlovy was not entirely surmounted by many Greek Fathers. 

1 Therefore the great controversy lasting for centuries, whether the skins with 
which God clothed Adam and Eve were real skins, or bodies. He who agreed with 
Origen taught the latter; he who looked on man as a microcosm, the former. Yet 
here also there were composite forms: ^.^., the skin meant only the fleshly body. 

2 Scriptural proofs in support of the pre-existence of souls were not wanting: 
see John IX. 2. Jerome held to the doctrine for a time. Even Augustine was un- 
certain, and up to the time of Gregory the Great its flat rejection had not been 
determined on in the West (see Ep. VII. 53), 
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it the soul was begotten along with the body. Its extreme 
opposite was Origen's idea of pre-existence which had still many 
adherents in the fourth century, but fell more and more into 
discredit, until, finally, it was expressly condemned at the 
Synod of Constantinople, A. D. 553. According to this doctrine, 
all souls were created at once by God along with the upper 
world, and fell successively into the lower world, and into their 
bodies. The middle view — an expedient of perplexity — was the 
creatian which gradually gained ground all through the fourth 
century, and can be characterised as the most wide-spread, at 
least in the West, from the beginning of the fifth. It taught 
that God was ever creating souls and planting them in the 
embryos. The East contented itself with disowning Origen's 
theory. Augustine, the greatest theologian of the West, was 
unable to come to any fixed view regarding the origin of the soul. 
The different views of the Fathers are further reflected in 
the different conceptions of the image of God in man. Religious 
and moral speculation were to be harmonised at this point; 
for the former was, indeed, never wholly wanting. Apart from 
such theologians as saw the image of God, somehow or other, 
even in the human figure, almost all were convinced that it 
consisted in reason and freedom. But with this it was impossible 
to remain perfectly satisfied, since man was still able to break 
away from God, so as in fact to become unlike him, and to die. 
On the other hand, theologians were certain that goodness and 
moral purity never could be innate. In order to solve the 
problem, different methods were adopted. Some abandoned 
the premise that the possession of the divine image was 
inalienable, and maintained that as it resided in the spirit that 
had been bestowed it could be completely lost through sinful 
sensuousness. The spirit returned to God, and the man relapsed 
to the level of the beasts. But this solution seemed unsatis- 
factory, because it was necessary, in spite of it, to retain the 
freedom that still, under all circumstances, existed to choose 
the good. Accordingly, it was impossible to treat this theory 
with any real seriousness. Others saw the possession of the 
Divine image, resting on reason and freedom, in the destiny 
of man to virtue and immortality, yet without stating what 
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change in that case was actually made by falling short of this 
destiny. The third section, finally, distinguished, after the 
example of Origen, between "image" (ehdv) and *' likeness*' 
(b[Aoioi}(Tiq), and saw the former in the inalienable spiritual plan 
of man, the latter in moral similarity to God, which was, 
indeed, one always to be gained on the basis of natural 
endowments. The Fathers were unwilling, as this review shows, 
to rest content with the thought that the inalienable spiritual 
natural endowment of man constituted the divine image, but 
they found no means of getting beyond it. Their conception 
of moral goodness as the product of human freedom hindered 
them. All the more strongly did they emphasise and praise, 
as a kind of set-off, the goodness of God as Creator revealed 
in the natural constitution of man. 

The different views of the Fathers are finally reflected in 
their conception of the primitive state. Christianity restores 
man to his state of ideal perfection. This state must, however, 
have already existed in some form at the beginning, since 
God's creation is perfect, and Genesis teaches, that man when 
created was good, and in a condition of blessedness (Paradise). 
On the other hand, it could not have been perfect, since man's 
perfection could not be attained except through freedom. The 
problem resolves itself into a complete contradiction, which, 
indeed, was already clearly to be found in Irenaeus : the original 
condition of man must coincide with the state of perfection, 
and yet it must only have been preliminary. The Fathers 
tried various ways of solving this crucial and insoluble diffi- 
culty, in which again the empirical and moral philosophical 
conception combined with a religious one. An attempt was 
made by very many Fathers to limit somewhat the blessedness 
of the Paradisaical state, or to give a form to their conceptions 
of it different in quality — fanciful and material — from that of 
their ideas of the final perfection ; accordingly, it was explained 
— by Gregory of Nyssa— that God himself, looking to the Fall, 
had not ordained the Paradisaical state to be perfect. By some, 
again, the inconsistencies were glossed over, while others deter- 
mined, following Origen, wholly to abandon the historical 
interpretation of the state in Paradise, and to construct indepen- 
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dently a primitive state for themselves. The last method had 
the advantage, in combination with the assumption of the pre- 
existence of souls, that it could transfer all men mystically 
into the original state. However, this radical solution conflicted 
too strongly with the letter of revelation, and the spirit of the 
Church tradition. It was rejected, and thus the problem 
remained in its obscurity. Therefore men contented themselves 
more and more with disregarding the main question: they set 
down incongruities side by side, and extracted separate points 
from the account in Genesis. To the latter belonged especially 
those which were believed to recommend virginity and as- 
ceticism, and to prove that these formed the mode of life 
(habitus) which corresponded to the true nature of man. Nor 
were opinions wanting that characterised asceticism as a salutary 
means of correcting the deterioration of the human state. 
"Asceticism and its toils were not invented to procure the 
virtue that comes from without, but to remove superinduced 
and unnatural vileness, just as we restore the natural brightness 
of iron by carefully removing the rust, which is not natural, 
but has come to it through negligence *' (John of Damascus, 
De fide orth. III. 14). 

The principles of ethics were, as a rule, discussed in con- 
nection with the original state of man. But even in reference 
to the blessedness enjoyed in that state no clear conception 
was reached ; for if man's distinctive nature was based on bare 
freedom, what sort of blessedness could there be for him? 
What could be bestowed on him which he did not possess 
already, or which, if bestowed, did not once more call in 
question the original possession? What could fall to his lot 
except an arbitrarily chosen reward? Again, as regards ethics, 
nothing certain could be established. While negative morality, 
asceticism, was conceived, as a rule, to be the natural and 
destined condition of man, yet an effort was made to construct 
an ideal of positive morality, in which the virtues of philoso- 
phy appeared in a rather superficial connection with those of 
religion. * Negative and positive morality each looked up, afler 

* See here even the Latins. Ambrosius learned the combination, as carried out by 
him in his De officiis, from the Cappadocians j see also the remarkable opening 
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all, to a different supreme good, in the one case immortality, 
in the other the loftiest virtue. Therefore they could not be 
combined. The assumption of works of supererogation, which 
the Christian could accomplish while remaining in the world, 
formed the bridge between the two ethical ideals, but one 
which it must be admitted, contributed to flight from the one 
sphere to the other, rather than their connection. All attacks 
on the theory that ascetic achievements were especially valu- 
able and meritorious were regarded as the outcome of moral 
laxity, and it is certain that in many cases they actually were. 

§ 3. Ethics. Sin. 

It was recognised by all the Fathers that the human race 
had turned from the good and thus degenerated from its origin, 
i.e,, — according to the view of the majority — from Adam. This 
universality of sin was throughout explained, not from an innate 
wicked power in man impelling him necessarily to sin, nor from 
matter in itself, still less from complicity on the part of the 
Deity. ^ Nor, on the other hand, was it as a rule ascribed to 
a direct inheritance of Adam's sin, for inherited sin is a contra- 
diction in itself; Adam was the type, but not the ancestor, of 
sinners. The true explanation was found in the misuse of free- 
dom, caused by the seductions of wicked demons, and the trans- 
mission of wicked customs. Along with this, the majority un- 
doubtedly cherished the secret idea, which was not surmounted, 
that the incentive to revolt from God ' came to a certain extent 

of his work De poenit. I. i : " If the final and supreme aim of all virtue is to 
minister as far as possible to the spiritual benefit of our fellow-man, we may 
characterise benevolent moderation as one of the finest virtues." For the popular 
conceptions of Greek Christians, see Socr. H. E. III. 16, in connection with Rom. I. 
On the other hand, Augustine attempted to derive the philosophic virtues from 
man^s dependence on God, from love 5 see, above all, the splendid exposition, Ep. 
CLV., ch. 12. 

1 Even the subtle way in which Origen justified evil as an element in the best 
possible world (see Vol. II., p. 343 f.) was seldom repeated. Yet see Augustine, De 
ordine II. 11 sq. (one of his oldest writings): "mala in ordinem redacta faciunl 
decorem universi." 

* Sin was described as something negative not only by Augustine, but by all 
thinking Greeks before him. Their conception was undoubtedly based on aphilo- 
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necessarily from the sensuous nature and creaturely infirmity 
of man, and resulted from his composite constitution, and his 
liability to death, whether that was acquired naturally or by 
transgression, or inherited. Decay and death were especially 
held to constitute an inducement to and cause of continuance in 
sin. With natural sensuousness the fate of death was conjoined. 
Both drove man from God. But in spite of this view the 
assumption was retained of unaltered freedom. If on the one 
hand stress was laid on sensuousness being a natural endow- 
ment of man, the unnaturalness of wickedness was emphasised 
on the other, and thus bare freedom received a closer relation 
to goodness, which, of course, was conceived as repressed by 
sin. The good was the natural, but, again, in view of man's 
sensuousness, unnatural evil was also natural to him. The essence 
of sin, since wickedness was held to be something purely nega- 
tive, was universally seen in alienation from God, being and 
goodness; but all that this meant positively was that man had 
subordinated his will to his sensuousness, and thereby lost the 
feeling, desire, and knowledge of the divine. The consequences 
of sin were held to be the following: First, by the majority, 
the universal mortality which had prevailed from Adam, or the 
loss of the true life ; * secondly, the obscuration of the know- 
ledge of God, and with it of religion in general. This darken- 
ing made it possible for the demons to seduce man from the 
true God, to gain him to their own service, and the idolatry of 
the creature, in the form of polytheism, and so even to exercise 
an almost complete dominion over him, and the earth associated 
with humanity. A third consequence of sin was found in a 
certain weakening of freedom, which, though still existing, yet 
only in rare cases succeeded, without new divine influences, 
in reaching a morally good, perfect life. 

sophical view that God was not only the originator of being, but really the sole 
being. On the other hand, a distinction was made between the eternal being and 
the creaturely, which came from God. 

1 The Antiochenes thought differently (see under), and so did the author of the 
App. Const, who is exceedingly lax in his views; see, e.g.^ V. 7, p. 132 (Ed. 
Lagarde). The latter regards death as an original divine institution, which makes 
it possible for God to punish or reward. The resurrection was due to the rational 
soul from God. 
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Supplement. — The view taken by Irenaeus and TertuUian of 
the fundamental importance of the first Fall for the whole future 
race, was imperilled by Origen*s theory of a fall on the part 
of spirits in their preexistent state. It once more gradually 
won acceptance as an authoritative Biblical doctrine, but it 
never obtained the same certainty, clearness, or importance 
among the Greek Fathers as among the Latin (Z.^., after Am- 
brose) ; see Book II. of our description. The explanation which 
the theory of original sin furnished for the phenomenon of 
\ universal sinfulness was in form similar to Origen's, but was 

inferior to it in intelligibility, and was never unreservedly 
accepted by the Orientals. The later Greeks indeed, doubtless 
under the influence of the West, recognised original sin, but 
this only resulted in a contradiction; for the thought that each 
* man was born in puris naturalibus^ was, while no longer strictly 

^ formulated, never actually condemned. The old dilemma re- 

-^ mained, that each man sinned either from a necessity of his 

^ nature or in virtue of his freedom; and the former opinion 

was at all times held in the East to be Manichaean. Inherited 
r death, due to Adam, was taught as a rule; yet even in this 

-' matter certain views were never wholly obliterated which are 

1.^ only intelligible if death was regarded as something natural. 

e^ From the point of view of the doctrine of redemption espe- 

(i cially, it could seem more pertinent to hold death to be the 

¥' natural destiny of man, from which, however, redemption delivered 
3>^ him. Accordingly, after Origen*s theory had been abandoned 
^' on account of its want of Biblical support, all that was got in 
^ exchange for it was a contradiction: death was something 
uiiJ' natural and again unnatural. We cannot wonder at this contra- 
,ti3f diction; in the same way, no one really held the immortality 

'^ assigned to the primitive state to be something indisputably 
natural, but neither was it regarded as absolutely supernatural. 



)^ 



Ibefii' 



§ 4. The Fall and Original Sin* Doctrine of Redemption. 



i#' This is the place to define more precisely the influence which 

p'^^ this Natural Theology gained on Dogmatics, i.e., on the con- 
\^ ceptions of redemption through Jesus Christ. In so doing we 
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must keep firmly in mind, that, in spite of this influence, the 
feeling remained uppermost that redemption was something 
superlatively exalted, something unmerited, a pure gift of Grod 
to humanity. This feeling was, however, more and more en- 
couraged also by the fact that the simple tenets of Natural 
Theology fell into confusion and became less impressive through 
the enjoined and ever increasing attention to Biblical texts re- 
alistically interpreted, and the necessity of repelling the system 
of Origen. To this was added the constantly growing reluctance 
to reflect independently at all, as well as the grand impressions 
made by the divine dispensation which culminated in the in- 
carnation of the Son of God, and was brought to view in the 
mysteries. 

In the first place, the conviction of the lofi:y and, at bottom, 
inalienable dignity of man roused the idea that man receives 
through redemption that which corresponds to his nature. If 
adoption to the sonship of God and participation in the divine 
nature appeared on the one hand as a gift above all reason 
and expectation, yet it was looked at on the other as corre- 
sponding to the nature of man already fixed in his creation. 
For man is God's image, and exalted as he is above the lower 
animals by his constitution, rises as a spiritual being into the 
heavenly sphere. 

Secondly, the last word that Natural Theology has to say 
of man is that he is a free and rational being, introduced into 
the opposition of good and evil. Such a being has really to 
do with God only in his capacity of creator and rewarder. 
All other points of contact must necessarily always resolve into 
that. Again, for such a being there can only exist one good, 
that is knowledge, which includes virtue, and besides this cer- 
tain rewards alone find a place; for his nature requires that he 
should be independent in all his movements, nay, these only 
possess any value through such independence. The Deity stands 
at the beginning and the close of the history of free men as 
the power that creates and rewards. But the intervening space 
is not occupied by the Deity himself in order to govern man, 
and to preserve his allegiance. On the contrary, man has to 
deal solely with divine knowledge and rules in accordance with 
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which his freedom is meant to evince itself; for this freedom, 
while in itself a liberty of choice, was given to him that he 
might achieve, in a zealous pursuit of virtue based on rational 
knowledge, the moral perfection possessed by the Deity Himself. 
This whole view, which is familiar to us from the Apologists, 
was never completely lost by the Greek Fathers. Its first 
consequence was that henceforth the whole of religion could 
be, — as already in the case o^ the Apologists — and was, looked 
at from the point of view of knowledge and law. It appeared 
as a morality based on pure knowledge of God and the world, 
one to which nothing could be added. Along with freedom, 
the natural moral law was implanted in man, that is, the sure 
consciousness of the rules, by which he had to prove what 
was in him. The rules corresponded ultimately to the laws of 
the universe set in operation and maintained by God as su- 
preme First Cause. This natural law, when it had been obscured 
in the mind of man, was repeated in the Decalogue by an 
external legislation, and, on account of the hard-heartedness of 
the Jews, was supplemented with burdens, temporary command- 
ments; and it was finally reduced by Jesus Christ to the sim- 
plest of formulas, set in operation by the impressive preaching 
of rewards and punishments, and perfectly fulfilled by Jesus. 
He revealed the perfect knowledge of God, and restored the 
natural moral law — these two statements being really identical, 
for in both God appears as the supreme cause. * In this state- 

^ We perceive the Greek conception most clearly from the law in Apost. Const. 
VI. 19 — 24. The section begins with the words: yvdyrs^ykp Qsov $tx*lifa-oV Xpta-roG 
Koci T^v ff^iJLxaa'oiv at/roC olKOvofiiccv ipx^^ev ysysviifjtevtiv, Urt $€$a)xs v6fiov aw^oOv 
stQ ^oijdstocv roC ^va-tKoC xaQccpdv^ ffarviptov, ccytov^ h $ Koi rh '/$tov '6vofJta eyKuriQero. 
The Decalogue is meant; it was given to the nation before its revolt, and God 
had no intention of adding sacrificial regulations, but tolerated sacrifices. After the 
revolt (of the golden calf) he himself, however, gave the ceremonial law: "He 
bound the people with irremovable fetters, and imposed heavy burdens and a 
hard yoke upon them, that they might abandon idolatry and turn again to that 
law which God had implanted by nature in all men" (ch. XX.). These "branding 
irons, lancets, and medicines" were, however, only for the sick. Christians who 
voluntarily believed in one God were delivered by him, above all, from the sacri- 
ficial service. Christ has fulfilled {Kvpua-a^) the law, but removed the additions, 
"if not all, yet the more irksome"; this is the opposite of Tertullian's opinion. 
He restored man's right of self-determination, and in doing so confirmed the 
natural law {rov ^vatxh v6f40v s^s^cciwa-ev). More rigorous conditions are only 
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ment we have already mentioned the second consequence of the 
speculation : all grace can only possess the character of a sup- 
port, of a rectification of knowledge. The whole of the oper- 
ations of God*s grace are in the end, crutches offered to feeble 
man. In offering them, God reveals a goodness which, after 
what he has already done in creation, is without any fixed 
limit. Grace is therefore not absolutely necessary for every man. * 
God, again, by no means reveals himself in it even as the 
blessing which man requires, but he simply imparts complete 
knowledge, and thus explains, and strengthens the motives for 
observing, the rules of conduct which man had long possessed. 
But in the third place, it follows from the speculation, that sin 
is nothing but the transgression, induced by imperfect knowledge, 
of those rules, whose observance does not exhibit man's depen- 
dence on God, but his independence and freedom. Sin subjects 
man to the judgment of God. Punishment is the gravest result 
of sin. But God would not be just, if he were not an indul- 
gent judge. His goodness which supports man, has its counter- 
part in the indulgence which overlooks the time of ignorance 
of the individual, and leaves unpunished the sins of men when- 
ever they feel penitent. ' Since it is impossible in this whole 

apparent. Just vengeance is even yet permitted, toleration is only better: ou x« 
^va-iKa w^dij 8KK6TTitv svofjtodgnio'sv «AA^ rtfv rovrotv ifjtsrpfav (This is not the 
usual Greek view, but a conception peculiar to this lax author). But Christ himself 
abolished what had been "added" solely by fulfilling it first in his life and death, 
or by transforming the ceremonies into spiritual rites. The respect which Irenseus, 
as distinguished from the older teachers, had already entertained for the ceremonial 
law is shown even more clearly here. 

* Yet see what is said below on Macarius. 

' Forgiveness of sins was a conception which in this connection could hardly 
be carried out by the Fathers. The passing over of the time of ignorance and the 
acceptance of the reparation involved in penitence constituted forgiveness. Hardly 
another teacher from and after the fourth century, has expressed it so clearly as 
Clemens Alex.: rSiv •Kpoysytv^fi.ivwv 0ed$ ^iiwa-tv H^sa-iVt rSiv H STi6vTtn eeifrbQ 
%K»<rroi iotvrffi (Quis div. salv. 40, cf Strom. II. 14, 58, and elsewhere); but the 
statement as to Christ in Paedag. I. 3, 7 : rk fikv ifixprvit^eiTU u^ Oedc u^tstQ^ gtQ 
H TO fjtfj e^»fjt»pr^v8iv tem^uyoiy&v uq 'MpctTOQ^ formed a part of the fundamental 
view of the following age. We cannot wonder at this. Between mechanical ex- 
piations and penitence there is in fact no third term, as soon as the forgiveness 
of sins is applied to individual cases. Only where faith in forgiveness is fAe faith 
itself, is it more than a word, and yet not magical. 
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question that there can be any suggestion of a restoration of 
man to that communion with God which he had forsaken, 
since on the contrary, the sole point was that man, to whom 
it was always possible to return, should not be impeded while 
striving and yet stumbling, the view was, in fact, inevitable 
that God remits punishment to every penitent. God would not 
appear just, but harsh and unloving, if he did not accept sincere 
penitence as an equivalent for transgressions. It was accord- 
ingly agreed that, although men are sinners, they become just 
in the sight of God through virtue and penitence, and redemp- 
tion to eternal life through Christ can only benefit such as have 
acquired this righteousness through their independent efforts. 
The sacraments initiated men into this effort to obtain virtue, 
and they had also an indescribable influence upon it. But 
personal fulfilment of the law was still something thoroughly 
independent. Finally, it followed from this moral view, that it 
was impossible to gain a clear idea of the state of perfection. 
A state of freedom and a perfect virtue based on perfect 
knowledge cannot be raised higher than they are, and that 
which is given to reward the latter can never be intrinsically 
connected with it. The complete vacuity of the conceptions 
held of the final state, apart from the effect of the hope of an 
ever increasing knowledge, i.e., vision of God, was accordingly 
also the natural consequence of the conviction that man, 
because he is free, is dependent on no one, and that he is 
always at the goal when he fulfils the law of God. 

Thirdly, the rationalistic exposition of the doctrine of God 
and creation could not fail to impel apologists to expound the 
reasonableness of the doctrines of the Trinity, the resurrection 
of the body, etc. As a matter of fact the attempt was 
even made to prove the existence of a general agreement, 
a "common sense", as to the doctrine of the Trinity, and 
references were especially made to heathen philosophers, 
though, on the other hand, when it seemed expedient, the 
Greeks were denied any knowledge of the Trinity. Such 
references were all the more natural, since Neoplatonic philo- 
sophers, and at an earlier date Numenius, had constructed 
a kind of trinity. Cyril, again, in his Catechisms, supported 
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the resurrection of the body to a very large extent on rational 
grounds, and others followed his example. For the extent to 
which even the doctrine of the Incarnation was included in 
Natural Theology, see following chapter. 

Fourthly, from all this it followed, that man could ultimately 
receive nothing from history which he could not, nay, had not 
to, wrest for himself. But the Logos in the flesh (>,6yog hcrccpxog) 
belonged to history. Accordingly, it was impossible wholly to 
get rid of the view that there was a standpoint for which the 
historical Christ, since he was merely the edifying teacher, 
meant nothing. This view was, as we know, expressed per- 
fectly plainly by Origen (see Vol. IL, p. 342, n. i); and in 
this he by no means stood alone. It was not only repeated 
by half-heathen theologians, like Synesius, but it runs like a 
hidden thread through the conceptions of all Greek theologians, 
as long as they continued to think independently. It is the 
negative complement of the idea that the knowledge accom- 
panied by virtue, which transcends all that is visible, and there- 
fore all that is historical, includes blessedness in itself, and 
moreover, that it can be achieved from our own resources 
through a direct afflatus divinus. But still further: even in 
Augustine this view was not wholly surmounted. The man, 
who perceived the Deity, and had gained faith, love, and hope, 
stood beside the throne of God, and was with the Father of 
light and his essential Word; the historical Christ lay beneath 
him. ^ Further, even opponents of Origen, like Methodius and 
his successors, the mystics, had arrived at the same conception 
(see Vol. III., p. no). For the ascetic mystic history passed 
away along with the world; he might cast aside all crutches, 
traversing independently the long, mysterious path from the 
extreme outside to the inmost recess of the spiritual. At the 
end of this path there stood, not Jesus Christ, but the unem- 
bodied Logos {hoyoq xtrxpKoq), since he was pure truth and pure 
life. An incarnate Christ (htrxpycog) was born in each who tra- 
versed this path. He in whom Christ was bom, however, no 
longer needed the historical Christ. ^ 

* Augustine, De doctr. I. 34. 

2 See even Augustine, on John, tract. 21, n. 8: "Gratulemur et gratias agamus 
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Rationalism, or Christianity as the moral law which is freely 
fulfilled, and mysticism are regarded as opposites, and so they 
are before the tribunal of philosophy. But before that of positive 
religion they are not, they are rather akin, at least in the form 
in which they confront us in antiquity. ^ Mysticism of course 
embraces germs which when unfolded will resist rationalism. 
But at first it is nothing but rationalism applied to a sphere 
above reason (ratio). The admission that there was such a 
sphere formed the difference. It was mysticism as much as 
rationalistic moralism which secretly formed an opposition to the 
Christianity proclaimed by Jesus Christ to be the way and the 
truth for all men and for every grade. The most vital piety 
of the Greek Fathers, and the strenuous effort to make them- 
selves at home in religion, insured them at least against losing 
the historical Christ. 

But it was only a danger that here threatened. We may 
not say more. The Deity had come down to earth, God had 
become man, and that in the historical Jesus — faith in this 
stupendous fact, "the newest of the new, nay, the only new 
thing under the sun," limited all rationalism. It imperatively 
demanded the investigation, on the one hand, of the ground 
and cause, on the other, of the fruit and blessing, of this divine 
dispensation. It was necessary to find the relation of the 
latter to the mystery and horror of death. It was indeed 
impossible to make the "naturalness'' of death credible; for 
all nature, higher and lower, rebelled against it. And the 
consciousness of a capacity for perfect knowledge and goodness 
underlay in practical life the sense of incapacity. Hence the 
conviction that man must be redeemed, and through Jesus 
Christ is redeemed. The doctrines of innate freedom, the law, 
and the independent achievement of virtue were not abandoned ; 

noD solum nos Christianos factos esse, sed Christum... admiramini gaudete: 
Christus facti sumus." 

» Bigg (The Chiistian Platonists of Alex., 1886, p. 51 f.) has also correctly 
perceived this; he is speaking of the attitude of Clement and of the Alexandrians 
generally; «On one side Rationalist, on another Mystic." " Though there is in them 
a strong vein of Common Sense or Rationalism, they were not less sensible of the 
mystic supernatural side of the religious life than Irenseus. The difference is that 
with them the mystical grows out of the rational,''^ 
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but they were counterbalanced by faith in the necessity and 
reality of redemption. And this combination, unsatisfactory as 
it seems to us, was yet capable of forming men of Christian 
character. Such men were never wanting in any century of the 
older Greek Church after Athanasius and Chrysostom, although 
their theology lacked the confession of the Psalmist : •* It is 
good for me to cleave to God " (Mihi adhaerere deo bonum est). * 



Instead of multiplying details we may here give the views on 
freedom, sin, and grace, of four eminent Greek Fathers, Athanasius, 
Gregory of Nyssa, Theodore of Mopsuestia, and John of Damascus. 

(i) Athanasius. — The conceptions formed by Athanasius of the 
original state of man, of sin and grace, show especially his 
inability to distinguish between nature and grace. In his work 
" De incarnatione *' ' he strove to prove that the incarnation 
was a necessity on the part of God. Therefore he emphasises 
strongly the destiny of man, and distinguishes it sharply from 
his empirical condition ; for this destiny sets God a task which 
he must carry out under all circumstances, if his goodness 
(xyxioTiig) is to remain in force. Therefore, in many of the 
arguments of this work, human nature appears as the creaturely 
and sensuous constitution, while everything else, including the 
endowment of reason, takes the form of a donum superadditum, 
potentially given in the original state, and binding on God 
himself, a gift of grace, which was meant to rise to complete 

1 The text is indeed quoted by Macarius (Ep. I. fin) as the sum of all know- 
ledge. But even to this theologian, who came nearest Western thought in some 
paraenetic remarks, and frequently drew the sharpest contrast between nature and 
grace (see Hom. I. lo, IV. 7—9), the "cleaving to God" meant nothing but the 
independent decision for God. The following passage (Hom. IV. 5) proves how 
remote Macarius was from Augustine : " How should God treat a man who, in the 
exercise of free will, devotes himself to the world, lets himself be seduced by its 
pleasures, or revels in dissipations? God only sends his help to him who renounces 
worldly pleasures, and preserves himself completely from the snares and traps of 
the sensuous world," etc. Here we see that the contrast between nature and grace 
was not so seriously meant. The same is the case with "law and gospel." No 
Greek Father was able to regard these as contrasted in the same way as we see 
them in the writings of Paul and Augustine. 

2 On its authenticity, see the next chapter. 
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knowledge of God through the free moral development of man 
— for that was the goal. [Athanasius uses very different ex- 
pressions for this in his writings: (pxvTxo-lx Trsp) Ssov (power 
of conceiving God), yvutrtg (knowledge) KXTXvoyfo-ig (perception) 
zxTxXvj^iq (comprehension) ieapix roov ieiuv (theory of divine 
things) deoopix tcov vovitoov ( — of the intelligible) deoopix Trsp) tow 
(deov (science of God) hvoix rijg sU TrxTspx yvutrsug (concept 
of knowledge as to the Father)]. The change which took place 
in man through sin, or through death, is accordingly conceived 
as a loss of the divine. God is at the same time supremely 
interested in preventing man, once destined to obtain perfect 
divine knowledge, from becoming a prey to his lower nature, 
and being destroyed. * 

But even in the De incarn., and to a still greater extent 
in his later anti-Arian writings, Athanasius defends the idea that 
the rational spirit {^pv^h y^oyiKvi — Athanasius being a dichotomist) 
belongs to man's constitution, is immortal, and at bottom also 
inalienable. This ^vxh ^oyijcii can gradually recognise the Logos 
and God from creation; it is, accordingly, not only an inalien- 
able religious talenty but also an inalienable religious factor. 
Its power extends so far that there have been holy men in all 
ages (c. gent. 2; c. Arian. III. 33: ttoXXo) yxp ovv ciytot ysyivxtri 
Kxdxpo) TTxa-yjg ifjLxprictq), The reconciliation of the two contra- 
dictory statements, that the higher endowment appears first as 
grace, then as nature, is to be found in the following points, 
(i) The iivxh y^oyiKvi is only rational (logical) because it parti- 
cipates in the Logos, is his image, possesses a shadow of him 
(De incarn. 3), and retains its power only when steadfastly con- 
nected with him. For this reason it can be termed, although a 
natural provision, an ** external " (c. Arian. II. 68 : " Adam was 
outside before his transgression, having received grace and not 
having had it adapted to his body"; *o 'ASoj^ Trpo rijg Trxpx- 
(2a(r€ag s^uisv ^v, Xx^m rijv %^/)/v kx) [avi (rvvyipfjLO(T(Jihviv exoov 
xvTViv r^ (rdfixTi). (2) It is only in the apologetic arguments 
of the treatise De incarn. that Adam's fall and its consequence 
appear as forming a tremendous cleavage, and the state before 

^ De incarn. IV. : jj vxp^^ua-tq tUc svto^^q uq t3 Kocrh ^^a-tv ctvrovQ s-jria-rps^ffv. 
Accordingly, everything is supernatural which raises man above the level of nature. 

18 
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and after the fall as a contrast. That was not the characteristic 
view of Athanasius, ^ as is shown by other arguments in the 
same writing, and the rest of the tractates. He contemplates 
not a loss once for all, but a gradual enfeeblement. Mankind 
has more and more lost, from generation to generation, the 
consciousness of God, z,e., through the darkening of his mind. 
That which above all burdened humanity, however, was not sin, 
but the sentence of death pronounced by God on the sinner — 
see next chapter. The faculties for knowing God, and thus for 
attaining the goal, remained, but there was no corresponding 
power actually to reach the goal. A Catholic investigator has ex- 
pressed this as follows : ^ " Sinful man gradually lost, according 
to Athanasius, what was supernatural in his prerogatives, and 
retained only what was natural. Supernatural were moral good- 
ness on the one hand, the correct consciousness and due use 
of rationality and immortality on the other; while ration- 
ality and immortality generally were natural.'' The intrusion 
here of the modern Catholic categories of "natural and 
"supernatural" is incorrect; for the spiritual nature of man 
was held by all the Fathers to be supernatural. But the 
idea is correct. But we must go further. The difference here 
is exclusively quantitative; it is only qualitative from the fact 
that what remains of higher powers is as a rule of less than its 
initial value, z.e.y is no longer capable of reaching the goal. 
The same Catholic scholar is therefore perfectly correct, when 
— expressing himself with due caution — he finds (p. 159 f.) that 
Athanasius " does not seem to treat " the punishment of sin — better, 
sin — " with sufficient gravity ". " He teaches, indeed, that the spirit- 
ual gifts of man were lost through sin, but he conceives this 
ruin as gradual in time and degree, depending on the extent 
to which men had turned from the contemplation of the spirit- 
ual and to the sensuous"; ^>., Athanasius simply follows an 
empirical and natural line of thought, in virtue of which he finds 
in mankind very different grades of moral and intellectual 
position. That this was a consequence of human freedom con- 

* Against Wendt, Die christl. Lehre von der menschlichen Volkommenheit 
(1880), p. 47 f. . 
2 Atzberger, Die Logoslehre des h. Athanasius. (1880), p. 156. 
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stituted a sufficient explanation in itself and freed the Deity of 
all blame. But it did not explain the universality of death, 
and left out of account Gen. I. — III. The above empirical view, 
which ultimately, indeed, cast a certain shadow on the Deity, 
and these chapters of the Bible compelled him to secure, some- 
how or other, a historical beginning for the present condition 
and therewith an original state of man. But the relations of 
the present to that beginning are really exhausted in the con- 
tinuance of the once pronounced sentence of death ; ^ and the 
primitive state, which is clearly enough described (c. gentes 2, 
De incarn. 3, 4) as a destiny — Adam himself having not yet 
attained what his endowments fitted him for, continued in this 
sense ; nay, it ultimately embraced the idea that God was under 
the necessity of bringing the sentence of death to an end. 

However, Athanasius did arrive at positive conclusions as to 
the specific grace bestowed in the Christian redemption, in his 
polemic against the Arians. It is not to be wondered at that 
the discussion of grace in connection with creation and the 
natural endowments of man only resulted, on the premises 
stated by the Fathers, in tautologies. But against the Arians, 
where Athanasius was not interested in cosmology, he shows 
that we have received from grace what was by nature peculiar 
to the Son, and he definitely distinguishes between grace in 
creation and in redemption. Deut. XXXII. 6, 7, 18, where it 
is said that God created and begot men, he interprets as follows : 
" By creating, Moses describes the natural state of men, for 
they are works and beings made; by begetting, he lets us see 
the love of God to them after their creation" (c. Arian. II. 58). 
Similarly on John I. 12, 13: "John makes use of the words 
*to become' because they are called sons, not by nature, but 
by adoption; but he has employed the word 'begotten', because 
they in any case have received the name of son . . . The good- 
ness of God consists in this, that he afterwards becomes, by 
grace, the father of those whose creator he already is. He 
becomes their father, however, when — as the Apostle says — 
the men who have been created receive into their hearts the 
Spirit of his Son, which calls, *Abba, Father.' But the latter 

* All men were lost in Adam*s transgression," c. Arian. II. 61. 
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consist of all who have received the Word and have obtained 
power from him to become children of God. For since by 
nature they are creatures, they can only become sons by receiv- 
ing the spirit of the natural and true Son. In order that this 
may happen the Word became flesh, that men might be made 
capable of receiving the Deity. This conception can also be 
found in the Prophet Malachi, who says: *Did not one God 
create you? Have you not all one Father?* For here again he 
says in the first place 'created*, and in the second 'father*, 
in order similarly to show that we are first, and by nature, 
creatures, but afterwards are adopted as sons, God the creator 
becoming also our father,** etc. (c. Arian. II. 59). These ex- 
positions are certainly worth noting, but we must not over- 
estimate them; for in the same discourses against the Arians 
they are modified to the effect that our sonship depends on the 
Logos dwelling in us, Le,, it receives a cosmological basis (see 
c. Arian. III. 10). In some passages it indeed looks as if the 
Logos only dwelt in us in consequence of the incarnation (see 
above and 1. c. IV. 22) ; but it is quite clear in others that 
Athanasius thought of an indwelling before the incarnation, an 
indwelling wholly independent of it. With the recollection that 
there were sons of God in the O. T., Athanasius proves that 
the Logos was eternal. Accordingly, it is with him as with 
Clement of Alexandria : when the Fathers are not dealing with 
apologetic theology, and disregard the O. T., they are able 
to comprehend and describe the grace due to the historical 
Christ in its specific significance ; but when they reason connect- 
edly everything ultimately resolves into the natural endowment 
fixed once for all. 

Literature, — See, besides the works quoted of Atzberger and 
Wendt, Mohler, Athanasius, I. p. 136 ff". Voigt, Athanasius, 
p. 104 ff"., and Ritschl, Rechtfertigung und Versohnung, 2 Ed. 
Vol. I. p. 8 ff*. 

(2) Gregory of Nyssa. — Gregory's theories also appear to be 
hampered by a contradiction because they are sketched from 
two different points of view. On the one hand he regards the 
nature of man in spirit and body as constituting his true being. 
To him, as opposed to Origen, the whole earthly world is 
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• 
good, a mirror of divine wisdom and power, a place meant to 
be pervaded by the divine. Before this could be possible "it 
was necessary that a union should be effected between its 
essential elements and the higher spiritual and divine nature, 
whereby first the divine shone as through a glass into the earthly 
world, after which the earthly, elevated with the divine, could 
be freed from liability to decay, and be transfigured. This cen- 
tral significance, this part of constituting a bond between two 
worlds in themselves opposed, was assigned to man, who stood 
at the head of the ascending scale of earthly creatures, which 
he comprehended like a microcosm, while he also as XoyiKov 
Xooov (a rational being) projected into the invisible world, in 
virtue of his nature made in the image of God, i.e., spiritual 
and moral, and, especially, ethically free. This nature of man, 
besides, being created, possessed nothing of itself, but only like 
the sun-loving eye turned ever of its own accord to the eternal 
light, living on it, and interpreting it to the earthly world 
to which it essentially belonged.'* ^ But on the other hand, 
though Gregory rejected Origen's theories of the pre-existence 
of souls, the pre-temporal fall, and the world as a place of 
punishment {Trep) xxT»(r)C€vri(; xvdpumcVy ch. 28, 29), regarding 
them as Hellenic dogmas and therefore mythological, yet he 
was dominated by the fundamental thought which led Origen 
to the above view. The spiritual and the earthly and sen- 
suous resisted each other. If man was, as Scripture says, 
created in the image of God, ^ then he was a spiritual being, 
and his being so constituted his nature (see I.e. ch. 16 — 18). 
Man was a self-determining, but, because created, a change- 
able spirit, meant to share in all the blessings of God. So far 
as he had a sensuous side, and was mortal, he was not an 

1 See Catech. mag. 5, 6, and the work, wspt ypvx- *• ivota-TocQ.^ as also ^epi 
Kccrcta-K. ivflpwT. 2 ff. 16. MoUer in Herzog R.-E., 2 Ed. Vol. V., p. 401, and his work, 
Gregorii Nyss. de natura hom. doctr. illustr. et cum Origeniana comparata, 1854. 

2 Orat. I. T. I., p. 150: Kar' €tK6vei 'ix^ "^^ ^oytK^^ slvat Ka6^ 6f40tua-tv $i ytvoiieit 
Iv T^ Xpia-Ttctvdi yevia-dcct. The " image " cannot consist in the bodily. The latter 
is at most a copy of the " image," see wspi xxraa-K. ^vdpwT. 8, 12. But the " image " 
itself implies that it can only really be completely produced by free self-determination 
on the part of man. "If any compulsion obtained, the image would not be realised," 
(Catech. mag. 5). 
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image of God. Gregory now laid stress on man (homo) — as 
he conceived it, humanity — having been first created, and then 
having been fashioned into male and female. He concluded 
from this that the earthly and sensuous side of man was 
iTTtyswyifixriKri, a subsequent creation, that, accordingly, the 
spiritual in man was conceptually the primary, and his sensuous 
and bodily nature the secondary, part of him. ^ He further 
concluded that man was originally designed to live a sexless 
life like the angels, that God would have multiplied men as 
he did the angels by his power "in a noble fashion" (Trsp) 
jcxTxo-jc., 17), and that the proper and natural dwelling-place of 
men was the pure and incorporeal future state. 

But near as he was to consequences drawn by Origen, ^ 
Gregory rejected them. The destiny of man sketched above 
was an ideal one. In other words, God, looking to the Fall, 
at once created and added the earthly and sensuous nature of 
man; nay, this was not merely due to the Fall, but, as is 
shown by the first line of thought given above, the earthly 
nature of man had also, since it was possessed by divine energies 
and transfigured, a lasting significance. But the Paradisaical 
state in which men lived before the Fall, was not the highest; 
for the body was not transfigured, though it had not yet been 
stained by sexual intercourse. The highest state, in so far as 
it was brought about by the resurrection (slg to ipx^'iov rijg 
Cpv(T£oo(; ^fiuv cc7roKXTii(TTXo-tg)y was that which notionally preceded 
the life in Paradise, but had never till now been concretely 
realised. It was life in its incorporeal abode after the fashion 
of the angels. ^ The incarnation of God had procured this state 

1 We have, however, to make a distinction here. As a creaturely spirit man 
necessarily has a body, just as every picture has a material foundation, and every 
mirror a back. This body, therefore, belonged, according to Gregory, to the notion 
of man*s nature; it was the phenomenon of the soul as the latter was the noumenon 
of the body. But Gregory distinguishes this body from the sensuous and sexually 
differentiated one. 

2 Gregory borders very closely upon them, not only in Tgp/ Karao-x,, but also 
in other writings. The fall does not, indeed, take the form of an event in the 
experience of individual men actually to be found in a pre-existent state, but of a 
kind of "intelligible collective deed of all humanity." 

3 See vspi KOtrcco-K. avdpwTr. 16 — 18. 
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for all who, in virtue of their freedom, led a holy life, i.e., 
who lived as man did in Paradise before the Fall; for that 
was possible to man even when on earth. In all this we must 
remember that Gregory's hold on the traditional dependence on 
Gen. I. — III. was very loose : he does not speak of Adam, but always 
of us. All men had the same freedom as Adam. ^ All souls 
really passed through Adam's history. Above all, no trans- 
ference of sin took place, although Gregory is a Traducian 
(see ;r£/j/ x^r. ^j/tf/?. ch. 29); every man sinned, because in 
virtue of his freedom he could sin, and by his sensuous nature 
{ttx^^ was induced to sin. By this means a state of depravity 
and death was introduced — sin also being death — from which 
man in fact could not deliver himself. Nothing but the union 
of God with humanity procured redemption. Redemption was, 
in harmony with the speculations as to Adam, strictly objective, 
and the question as to its appropriation was therefore, at bot- 
tom, no question. A new condition was revealed for all men 
without any co-operation on their part, but it became real only 
to those who led a holy life, i.e., who abstained entirely 
from sin. 

Literature, — See, besides Holler's work, Wendt, I.e., p. 49 f. ; 
Herrmann, Gregorii Nyss. sententiae de salute adipiscenda, 1875; 
Bergades, De universo et de anima hominis doctrina Gregorii 
Nyss., Thessalonich, 1876; Stigler, Die Psychologic des hi. 
Gregor von Nyssa, Regensburg, 1857; Ritschl., I.e. Vol. I. 
p. 1 2 ff. ; Hilt, Des hi. Gregor von Nyssa Lehre vom Menschen, 
Koln, 1890. 

(3) Theodore. — Even in Irenaeus^ two inconsistent conceptions 
of the result of redemption stood side by side. It was held, 
on the one hand, to restore man to the original state from 
which he had fallen, and, on the other, to raise him from the 
primitive natural state of childhood to a higher stage. The 

I Gregory here carries his speculation still further: God did not first create a 
single man, but the whole race in a previously fixed number; these collectively 
composed only one nature. They were really one man, divided into a multiplicity. 
Adam— that means all (xsp/ KuruffK. 16, 17, 22). In God's prescience the whol^of 
humanity was comprised in the first preparation, 

3 See Vol. II., p. 267 flf. 
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majority of the Greek Fathers were not in a position to decide 
bluntly for either of these ideas; yet the former, under the 
influence of Origen, prevailed. It was only in the school of 
Antioch that it was really rejected, that the other view was 
emphatically avowed, and thus the most decided attitude 
adopted of opposition to Origen*s theology. * The view of the 
Antiochenes was teleological — but there was an entire absence of 
any religious view of sin. In this respect it was directly opposed 
to Augustine's system. 

According to Theodore, ^ God*s plan included from the 
beginning two epochs ("KxTXtrrxtrstg""), the present and future 
states of the world. The former was characterised by change- 
ableness, temptation, and mortality, the latter by perfection, 
immutability, and immortality. The new age only began with 
the resurrection of the dead, its original starting-point being 
the incarnation of the Son of God. Further, there was a 
spiritual and a sensuous. Man was composed of both, the 
body having been created first, and the soul having then been 
breathed into it. This is the opposite of Gregory of Nyssa's 
view. Man was the connecting link between the two spheres; 
he was designed to reveal the image of God in this world. 
"Like a king, who, after building a great city and adorning 
it with works of every kind, causes, when the whole is com- 
pleted, a fine statue of himself to be erected, in which all the 
inhabitants may gratefully revere the constructor, so the Creator 
of the world, after he had elaborated his work, finally produced 
man to be his own image, and all creatures find in him their 
centre, and thus contribute to the due glorification of God." Now 
although man is equipped with all the powers of reason and 
of will, yet, from the very nature of his present condition, he 
is changeable, is defeated in the conflict, and is mortal. Not till 
the new principle of life was imparted by means of Christ 

1 It is instructive that Marcellus also thinks of a glory presented through 
redemption, which is v'Trlp 'Mpwirov. 

2 See Kihn, Theodor von Mops., p. 171 ff. Also the examples partly taken 
from Theodore's commentaries on Genesis, Job, and Paul's epistles (see Swete, Theodori 
in epp. Pauli comment. 1880, 1881), partly from fragments of other writings of 
Theodore; cf. also Domer, Theodori de imagine dei doctrina, 1844, 
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could the changeable nature be raised to immutability. Till 
then, accordingly, man was exposed to temptation, and as a 
being made up of spirit and body was necessarily mortal. The 
threat of death in Paradise did not mean that death was the 
consequence of sin — it was rather natural; but it was designed 
to inspire man with as great a hatred of sin, as if the latter 
were punished by death. Death, natural in itself, was a divine 
means of education, and accordingly salutary. "God knew 
that mortality would be beneficial to Adam, for if they had 
been invested with immortality, men, when they sinned, would 
have been exposed to eternal destruction.** But even the per- 
mission of sin was salutary, and formed part of the divine 
plan of education. God gave a command, and thereby elicited 
sin, in order that he might, like a loving Father, teach man 
his freedom of choice and weakness. ** Man was to learn that 
while he was in a state of moral changeableness, he would not 
be capable of sustaining an immortal existence. Therefore 
death was announced to him as the penalty of disobedience, 
although mortality was from the beginning an attribute of 
human nature.** * No sin without a command, but also no 
knowledge of good and evil, of the possession of spiritual 
faculties, finally, no conflict. Accordingly, God gave the com- 
mand in order to raise Adam above the stage of childhood, 
and it necessarily provoked conflict and defeat. 

Adam is, however, to be thought of here, not as the 
ancestor, but as the type, of the human race. The law was 
given with the same object to all his descendants, to teach 
them to distinguish between good and evil, and to know their 
own powers and weakness. In the history of Adam we become 
acquainted with our own natural disposition. "In keeping with 
this we are under the necessity in our present life of rendering 
obedience to laws by which our natural power of making dis- 
tinctions is awakened, we, meanwhile, being taught from what 
we ought to abstain and what to do, that the principles of 
reason may be active in us. Only when we find ourselves in 
the future state (Katastasis) will we be able with slight effort 
to perform what we recognise as good. Without law, therefore, 

1 Kihn,l. c, p. 174. 
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we would have had no distinction between good and evil, and 
no knowledge of sin, and like irrational animals we would 
have done whatever occurred to us.** In this state knowledge 
and fighting are required to obtain the victory, but we are 
constantly hampered by the body, the source of temptations. 
Christ first gave us redemption from death, an immortal nature, 
which, therefore, will obtain the victory without effort (on 
Rom. V. 1 8). 

Theodore was able to explain away the Pauline passages 
which support a transmission of the death worked by sin, just 
as he ignored the life of the first man in Paradise before the 
Fall. All men died because of their own sinful actions; but 
even this was meant figuratively. They died because of their 
natural constitution, in which sin was latent. He opposed 
Augustine's and Jerome's doctrine of original sin in an indepen- 
dent work, fragments of which have been preserved by Marius 
Mercator. **Adam was created mortal whether he sinned or 
not. For God did not say, *Ye will be mortal,' but *Ye 
will die.'" Theodore quoted Ps. CIII. 15, and Rome. II. 6. 
Against original sin he appealed to the case of saints like 
Noah, Abraham, and Moses. If God had passed sentence of 
death on all as the punishment of sin, he would not have made 
Enoch immortal. Accordingly, Baptism did not, according to 
Theodore, remove inherited sin, but initiated the believer into 
sinless discipleship of Christ, and at the same time blotted out 
the sins he had himself committed. In the former sense it had 
its use even for children; for Baptism, like all grace emanating 
from the incarnation, raised man to a new stage, elevated him 
above his present nature, and prepared him for the future state 
(Katastasis). This is most strongly emphasised by Theodore, 
and here his teaching is distinguished from the doctrines of 
Pelagius and Julian of Eclanum, ^ who subordinated redemption 
through Christ completely to the rationalistic theory. That 
Theodore did not do. While he was thoroughly convinced, 
with Pelagius, that in the present state everything turned on 
men's own actions which rested on knowledge, freedom, effort, and 
heroic fighting, yet he was equally certain on the other hand, 

I See Kihrij 1. c, p. 179 f. 
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that human nature did not attain immutability, immortality, and 
sinlessness through this conflict — it was merely a condition — but 
only through redemption. For this reason Christ came. He 
did not restore, but produced a new, a higher state. He did 
not heal, but transfigured. ^ 

Theodore's doctrine of man was strictly rationalistic and 
Aristotelian ; it surpassed the theories of all the rest of the 
Greek Fathers in intelligibility and consistency. But for that 
very reason it did not correspond to all the ideas and desires 
embraced in the tradition of the Church. 

(4) John of Damascus. — The doctrines taught by this dog- 
matist became final in the Greek Church, the later Symbols 
being substantially at one with them, ^ because he combined the 
conceptions of the Cappadocians with the Antiochene tradition, 
in the modified form assumed by the latter in Chrysostom, 
and at the same time did justice to the constantly increasing 
tendency to refrain as much as possible from allegorising Gen. 
I. ff. Briefly, John taught as follows : ' — 

Since God, " overflowing with goodness ", was not satisfied with 
the contemplation of himself, but desired to have some one to 
whom he could do good, he created the universe, angels, and 
men. Even the angels were immortal, not by nature, but by 
grace; for everything which has a beginning has necessarily 
an end. But immortality being a gift became natural to spirit- 
ual beings, and therefore also to men. Men were created by 
God from nature, visible and invisible, in his own image, to be 
kings and rulers of the whole earth. Before their creation God 
had prepared Paradise for them to be as it were a royal castle, 
" set by his hands in Eden, a store-house of all joy and delight, 
situated to the East, and higher than the whole earth, but 

1 Chrysostom agrees entirely with Theodore in the opinion that man's freewill 
takes the first step, which is then seconded by God with his power, in the appro- 
priation of the good; see his notes on Rom. IX. 16, in Hom. 16; in ep. adHeb., 
Hom. 12; in Ev. Joh., Hom. 17, etc. The passages are reproduced in Munscher, 
Lehrbuch der Dogmengeschichte (1832), p. 363 ff. 

2 See Gass, Symbolik d. griech. Kirche, p. 150 ff. 

3 De fide orthod. II. 2 ff., 1 1 ff. 24—30; III. i, 14, 20; IV. 4, ii, 19 — 22, 
and the Homily in " ficum arefactum," as also the Dialogue against the Manichseans. 
Langen, 1. c, p. 289 ff.; Wendt, 1, c, p. 59 ff. 
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tempered and illumined by the finest and purest air, planted 
with ever blossoming flowers, filled with perfume, full of light, 
surpassing every idea of earthly grace and beauty, a truly 
divine place.** * But it was only with his body that man was 
supposed to live in this material Paradise; he inhabited with 
his spirit at the same time the "spiritual*- Paradise, which is 
indicated by the tree of life. ^ Of the tree of knowledge he 
was not at first to eat; for knowledge, while good for the 
perfect, is bad for the imperfect. The result of knowledge in 
the case of the imperfect was to make man, instead of devot- 
ing himself to the contemplation and praise of God, think of 
himself: Adam, immediately after eating, noticed that he was 
naked. "God intended that we should be free from desire and 
care, and occupied solely with luxuriating in the contemplation 
of himself.** The eating "of all the trees** denoted the know- 
ledge of God from the works of nature. In created man — the 
union of visible and invisible nature— the image of God con- 
sisted in power of thought and freedom of will, likeness to him 
in similarity in virtue, so far as that was possible. Soul and 
body (as against Origen) were created together. Man was 
originally innocent, upright, and adorned with all virtues;' his 
being so was a gift of grace; but so also was the fact that he 
was spiritual. He was spiritual that he might endure and 
praise his benefactor ; corporeal, that he might be disciplined 
by suffering and the recollection of suffering ; he was too proud 
of his greatness. Man was created a being who ruled in this 
present life, and was transferred to another.* He was finally 
to be made divine by submission to God: his deification 

^ Accordingly we have here a recrudescence to some extent of what the older 
Greek Fathers called "Judaism" or "earthly conceptions," cf. Peter's Apocalypse. 

2 Two traditional, inconsistent ideas are combined here: John was not quite 
clear as to the tree of life. He gives different explanations of it in De fide II. 11 
and IV. II. 

3 This is strongly emphasised by John (LI. 12, IV. 4); but he has carefully 
avoided stating how God could on his part adorn men with virtues. It cannot be 
proved that this is to be attributed to the influence of the West. Such an assump- 
tion is not necessary, for we also find in the older Greek Fathers rhetorical 
glorifications of the primitive state which do not harmonise with the system of 
doctrine. 

^ These are the two states (katastaseis) of the Antiochenes, 
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consisting in participation in the divine glory, not in a trans- 
formation into the divine essence. 

Actually, i.e., according to the logical development of the 
system, the innocence of primitive man consisted in his power 
to be innocent, and, with the support of divine grace, to abide 
by and advance in goodness. A necessary converse of this was 
the power to revolt; "for it is no virtue which is done under com- 
pulsion**. Man, "that little world '*, retained, however, along with 
his spiritual attributes, those of irrational nature ; even in his soul 
there was an irrational part, which was partly capable of sub- 
mitting to the rational, but was partly independent of it (the 
vital functions). The former embraced the desires, some of which 
were within limits permitted, while the others were not. But, 
the vital functions apart, over all was placed free will. It is in 
our power to choose, and man decides on his own actions. 
His origin alone is God's affair. "But error was produced by 
our wickedness for our punishment and benefit For God did 
not make death, nor did he delight in the ruin of the living; on 
the contrary, death was due to man, i.e., to Adam's transgres- 
sion, and so also were the other penalties." * It was not right 
to attribute everything to divine providence; "for that which 
is in our power is not the affair of providence, but of our own 
free will." God, certainly, in virtue of his omniscience, knows 
everything from all eternity; he therefore assists by his grace 
those who, he knows, will avail themselves of it. They alone 
are also predestinated; their decision to be and do good is 
known to God. Those are damned to whom all the supports 
of grace are in vain. ^ With all this it remains true that all 
virtue comes from God ; for by him it was implanted in nature, 
and by his support alone it is maintained. Accordingly, we 
have once more the principle that nature, rational and free, is 
a gift of grace ; to be natural is to be virtuous, and conversion 
is the return from the unnatural. ' 

1 The significance of Adam's fall for his posterity is recognised (II. 28), but it 
is noteworthy, only cursorily. John has no separate chapter on the Fall in his 
great work. Even II. 30, only discusses it under a more general heading. 

2 See, 1. c, II. 29, 30; IV. 22. 

8 n. 30. 
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Man was created male. Woman was formed merely because God 
foresaw the Fall, and in order that the race might be preserved 
in spite of death. * Man did not allow reason to triumph ; he 
mistook the path of honour, and preferred his lusts. Conse- 
quently, instead of living for ever, he fell a prey to death and 
became subject to tribulation and a miserable life. For it was 
not good that he should enjoy immortality untempted and 
unproved, lest he should share the pride and condemnation of 
the devil. ** Accordingly, man was first to attest himself, and, 
made perfect by observance of the commandment when tempted, 
was then to obtain immortality as the reward of virtue. For, 
placed between God and matter, he was to acquire steadfast- 
ness in goodness, after he had abandoned his natural relation 
to things, and become habitually united to God.** But, seduced 
by the devil who enviously grudged man the possession which 
he had himself lost, man turned to matter, and so, severed 
from God, his First Cause, became subject to suffering, and 
mortal, and required sexual intercourse. (The fig-leaves denote 
the tribulations of life, and the skins the mortal body). Death, 
come into the world through sin, henceforth, like a hideous 
wild beast, made havoc of human life, although the liberty to 
choose good as well as evil was never destroyed. ' But God 
did not leave himself without a witness, and at last sent his 
own Son, who was to strengthen nature, and to renew and 
show and teach by his action the way of virtue which led from 
destruction to eternal life. The union of Deity with humanity 
was **the newest of the new, the only new thing under the 
sun." ^ It applied, moreover, to the whole of human nature in 
order to bestow salvation on the whole. * This union resulted 
in the restitutio to the original state, which was perfect in so 
far as man, though not yet tested, was adorned with virtues. 
Christ participated in the worst part of our nature in order, by 
and in himself, to restore the form of the image and likeness, 
and to teach us further by virtuous conduct, which by his aid 

1 L. c, see Gregory of Nyssa. 

2 II. 26 ff. 
8 III. I. 

< III. 6. 
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he made light for us. Then he overcame death, becoming the 
first-fruits of our resurrection, and renewing the worn-out and 
cast-off vessel. * 

It has been pointed out above (p. 240) that natural theology^ 
underwent no development in the Greek Church. We must 
premise, however, that the course of the history of philosophy 
is of greater moment for the development of the system, or 
for systematic monographs. Without anticipating we may here 
make the following remark. The Fathers of orthodox dogma 
in the fourth and fifth centuries were Platonists. Aristotelianism 
always led in this period to a heterodox form of dogma — 
Lucian, the Arians, the Antiochenes, etc. But a theological 
system constructed by the aid of Platonism could not fail at 
that time to become equally heterodox. After Platonism had 
done its work on dogma, and certain notions and conceptions 
were generally fixed, an orthodox system could only be created 
by means of Aristotelianism. Any further use of Platonism led 
to questionable propositions. 

1 IV. 4, II. 12. 
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B.— THE DOCTRINE OF REDEMPTION IN THE 

PERSON OF THE GOD-MAN IN ITS 

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT 

CHAPTER VI. 

THE DOCTRINE OF THE NECESSITY AND REALITY OF REDEMP- 
TION THROUGH THE INCARNATION OF THE SON OF GOD. 

Natural theology was so wide in its scope as understood 
by the Greek Church, that, as indications in the preceding 
chapter will have already shown, only a historical fact absolutely 
unparallelled could make headway against it. The Greek 
Fathers knew of such a fact — "the newest of the new, yea, the 
only new thing under the sun*'; it was the Incarnation of the 
Son of God. It alone balanced the whole system of natural 
theology, so far as it was balanced, and exerted a decisive in- 
fluence upon it. But the incarnation could only be attached 
with complete perspicuity to that point in the natural system 
which seemed the more irrational, the more highly the value 
of human nature was rated — this point of contact being death. 
The dreadful paradox of death was destroyed by the most 
paradoxical fact conceivable, the incarnation of the Deity. 

This at once implied that the fact could not but be capable 
of a subsequent explanation, nay, even of a kind of a priori 
deduction. But its glory, as an expression of the unfathomable 
goodness of God, was not thereby to be diminished. The neces- 
sity of redemption, whether that consisted in the restoration or 
the perfection of the human race, was based by the Fathers, 
as a rule, on the actual state of wretchedness of mankind under 
the dominion of death and sin. So far, however, as this condi- 
tion was compared with the original state or destiny of man, 
redemption was already thought of as intrinsically necessary, 
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and was no longer merely regarded as a postulate of man's 
need of salvation. In this connection the Fathers often lost 
sight of the capacity left to man of being and doing good. 
In innumerable passages they speak of the helplessness and 
irredeemableness of mankind, using expressions which could 
without difficulty be inserted in Augustine's doctrine of sin. 
But just as often a phrase occurs which betrays the fact that 
the whole view is nevertheless quite different; in other words, 
that the outward condition characterised by feebleness and 
death, and the sensuousness of corruptible human nature are 
thought of as the source of all evil and all sin. This state is 
accompanied by a darkening of knowledge which could not 
fail to subject man to the influence of the demons and lead 
him into idolatry. 

The divine act of grace in Christ applied to death, the 
demonic rule, sin, and error. In Homilies, Biblical commen- 
taries, and devotional writings, these points of view interchange, 
or are apparently regarded as equivalent. ^ But since natural 
theology formed the background of their conceptions, the 
absolute necessity of the form assumed by the act of grace in 
the incarnation could be demonstrated neither in relation to 
sin nor to error. The whole question turned here on support, 
example, and illumination, or, if this line was crossed, theology 
ceased to be systematic and consistent. The importance of 
Athanasius and the Cappadocians consisted in the strenuous 
emphasis laid by them on the impressive connection existing 
between the incarnation and the restoration of the human race 

1 Perhaps the most comprehensive passage is Eusebius, Demonstr. ev. IV. 12, 
But it also shows how far Eusebius still was from the thorough-going view of 
Athanasius: TiJc olMvo^iictt; oh izteev xtrteev ^AA^ xxt Tr/iS/ovQ eVpot Hv tk; ede^ijo-acQ 
^firslvj Tpumv id,iv yicp 6 ?^6yoQ h^^a-xst^ Yvx Kcct vexpSv Kxi ^uvtuv Kvpteya-\i' $ev- 
rtpccv $i 'dxui roc^ vi fieri pxQ ofTrofix^oiro xttxprix^, v'jrlp ^fieSv rpuQsti Katyev6iMSvoQ 
vTrip ^i^eov KXT^poi' rptrtiv uq av ispelov @eoG kxi fJL€y&?^^ dva-tx vTrip a-vfJLTrxvroQ 
Kdvfiov ^poa-ax&sifi r& It/ tt^vtcdv ®e^' Tsr^prijv uq Scv ahr^t; riJc ToAwTAavoi/c x«/ 
^atfiovtmiQ evepyeixQ xwopp^rotQ K6yoi(i Kxdxtpsa-iv ixspy^o'xiro' TrSfiTmiv ewtrxvr^y 
^i h> roii xvroQ yvupiiiot^ Kxt fjLx6fiTx7Q rijQ xxrk rbv d^vxrov Txpx Se^^Wfj^riiv 
iATTt^x fjLff x6yot^ fJLvi^l ^vjfJLxa-tv Kxt ^uvx7i ^AA^ xvro7Q ^pyoi^ Txpxa-r^a-xQy 6^Bx?\.- 
fiol^ Jl TTxpx^ov^ riiv $tk r&v P^dycov tTTxyysP^fxv^ tvdxpa-slQ xbrovQ xoci Tepo^vfjLoripov^ 
ScTCtpy^xiTO KXt frSca-iV *'EAAif0'/v SfioC xxt fixp^dpoii rfjv frpbQ xlroC Kxrx^/itidsla-xv 
tva-g^ii fro^trtixv Tti^pv^xt, 

19 
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to the divine life, and in their consequent escape to some extent 
from the rationalistic scheme of doctrine; for the reference of 
the incarnation to sin did not carry the Greeks beyond it. 
The above combination had been made in the Church long 
before this (see Irenaeus), but in the theology of Origen it had 
been subordinated to, and obscured by, complicated presup- 
positions. 

Athanasius wrote a treatise "Concerning the incarnation of 
the Logos '* (TTsp) ivocv6pcc7r)j(r€ag rov Koyov), an early writing whose 
value is so great because it dates before the outbreak of the 
Arian controversy. * In this work he went a step further : for 
he strove to prove that the redemption was a necessity on the 
part of God. He based this necessity on the goodness {ocyxtoTyig) 
of God. This goodness, i.e., God*s consistency and honour, 
involved as they were in his goodness, were necessarily express- 
ed in the maintenance and execution of decrees once formed 
by him. His decrees, however, consisted, on the one hand, in 
his appointment of rational creatures to share in the divine 
life, and, on the other, in the sentence of death on trans- 
gressions. Both of these had to be established. God's intention 
could not be allowed to suffer shipwreck through the wicked- 
ness of the devil and the sad choice of humanity. If it were, 
God would seem weak, and it would have been better if he 
had never created man at all. Then the transgression occurred. 
"What was God now to do? Ought he to have demanded 
penitence on the part of man? For one could have deemed 
that worthy of God and said, that as men had become mortal 
through the transgression, they should in like manner recover 
immortality through repentance (change of mind). But repen- 
tance (in itself) did not retain the true knowledge as regards 
God; God accordingly would in his turn have shown himself 

1 Draescke has attempted to show in a full discussion (Athanasiana i. d. Stud, 
u. Krit, 1893, pp. 251 — 315 that the writings "Against the Greeks" and the "In- 
carnation of the Logos " belong, not to Athanasius, but to Eusebius of Emesa, and 
were written A.D. 350. But after a close examination of his numerous arguments 
I find none of them convincing, and I am rather confirmed in my belief 
that no important objection can be raised against the authenticity of the two 
tractates. An accurate analysis of "De ipgam," is given by Kattenbusch, 1. c, I., 
p. 297 n. 
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untruthful, if death had not compelled men ; * nor did repentance 
deliver from the physical, but only put an end to sins. There- 
fore, if the transgression had alone existed, and not its conse- 
quence, mortality, repentance would have been all very well. 
But when, the transgression having occurred, men were fettered 
to the mortality that had become natural to them, and were 
robbed of the grace which corresponded to their creation in 
the divine image, what else should have happened? Or what 
was needed for this grace and renewal except (the coming of) 
him who also in the beginning made all things of nothing, the 
Logos of God? For it was his part once more to restore the 
corruptible to incorruption.** ^ 

Athanasius shows that the Logos who originally created all 
things from nothing required to assume a body and thus to 
secure the restoration of man from corruptibility to incorruption 
(x(p6ocp(Tta). How this happened Athanasius discusses in various, 
to some extent inconsistent, lines of thought, in which he 
speaks especially of a removal of men's guilt through the death 
of Christ, as well as of an exhaustion of the sentence of death 
in the sacrifice of his body presented by the Logos. From 
these premises it follows that Athanasius had the death of Christ 
in view, whenever he thought of the incarnation of the Logos. 
**The Logos could not suffer rijv tov ixvxTov JcpxTyjtTiv ('the 
power of death* in mankind), and therefore took up the 

1 This sentence does not seem to me quite clear; the meaning is probably: 
since repentance does not convey the true knowledge of God, but death resulted 
from loss of the latter, God would have broken his word if he had abolished 
death in consequence of mere repentance. 

3 De incarn. 7: T/ oZv 'i$st kxi ^spt rovrov yevia-Qxi jf 'jroivio'Xi rbv ®s6v\ fjt,er&- 
voixv hfTi riji wxpx^^vei tovq MpuTovQ itTeuT^vxi\ roCro yicp 'oiv rtQ H^tov ^ijffstev 
&eoVy Agywv, ifrt uvxep Ik rvj^ ^xpot^ao'scoQ eti <pdopxv ysy6vx0-tv^ oVtuq ex. tvjq 
fjLsrxvoixQ yevotvTO w^A/v xv sIq i(p6xpa'ixv. 'AAA' ^ fjt,erxvotx olirs ro e\j?\.oyov rb yrpbi 
rbv ®€ov e(^vKxTTev 'i^ievs ykp ir^Kiy ovk aAjfWc, /t*jf KpxrovfJt^huv Iv r^ dxv^r(a 
rSiv Mpu'TFUV' oVrs $^ ii fier^votx xfrb r&y hxtx (pvo'tv xwoKX/^elrxty ^AA^ fJt^dvov 
'^xvet ruv xizxprmz^ruv. £/ julv oZv (zdvov ^v TAiff6/:^eAif|Udr xxt ii>i <pdopSi IxxkoK- 
ovdvi<rtQy KX^Si Sv §v »j fjLsr^votx' st $1 xttx^ 7rpo^x^ov<niQ riii Trxpx^&asui, eiQ riiv 
Kxrk (^vriv ^6opxv IxpxTOvvro ol 'xvQpoofrot^ Kxt rijv roC kxt^ eix6vx %^ptv x^xtpg- 
divrei l^a-xvy ri ^AAo 'i^et ysviv^xi; vi rivot; ^v pjpe/a ^pbQ rijv roixvr^v %4p/v kxI 
iv4xAjfo-/v, If TO0 xxt KXT^ T^v xpx^^ ^K ToC fill '6vT0i Trswot^Kdroi r^ 'd^x roV &€oG 
Kdyov ; xhrofj yhp ^v t4A/v xxt rb ^dxprbv sIq i(p6xp0-txv evtyxtlv kxi rb vxlp fr&vrm 
sV?\.oyov x'Koa-Sia'xt irpbq rbv Trxrgpa. Compare Orat. c. Arian. II. 68. 
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fight with death. He assumed a body and so became mortal. 
This body he surrendered to death on behalf of all. His body 
could not be really overcome, *kept*, by death. In it all 
died, and for this very reason the law of death [v6(jLoq rou 
SxvxTov) is now abrogated; its power was exhausted on the 
body of the Lord (jcvptxKov (too fix); it had no further claim on 
his fellow-men (mra tuv ofioioov ivipuToov) . . . The body assumed 
by the Logos came to share in the universal meaning of the 
Logos. The resurrection of the body and of the Logos guaranteed 
the general resurrection and incorruption (xCpixptrlxy ^ Here 
follows the place assigned to the sacrifice. It presented that 
which was due [oCpsiKoi^evov] to God in place of death. But 
the pervading and prominent thought of Athanasius is that the 
incarnation itself involved the Christian's passage from the fate of 
death to incorruption (aCpixptrlx), since the physical union of the 
human with the divine nature in the midst of mankind raised the 
latter to the region of divine rest and blessedness. ' The result 
of the incarnation consisted accordingly, first, in the eradication 
of corruption (Cpiopx) — by the existence of the divine in its 
midst, but, finally, by the death of Christ, in which the truth- 
fulness of God was justified — and in the corresponding trans- 
formation into incorruptibility — renewal, or completion of the 
divine image by participation in the nature, free from all suffer- 
ing, of the Deity. ^ But, secondly, the incarnation also resulted, 

J Kattenbusch, p. 298. 

2 L. C.5 ch. IX. : "Sla-^gp fzgy^Xov ^xa-iKiu^ slasP^ddvroQ e'tQ rivet TrdMv fisy^^iiv^ 
Koti otKfia-cevroi eiQ fiictv r&v h ccvrfi otnt^Vy x&vrw^ ^ rotxvTfj xdKt^ Ti^ivi^ ToAAifC 
Ketr»%ioVroti^ Koi ovKert riQ sx^ph ocvrviv oVrs Ajjo-t^? h^t^atvcov KOtrxa-rps^et, Trua-iji 
ii fz&?^^ov Ixtfie/^stxi x%tQvroct hoc rbv iIq [x/xv xvrvii oJxtxv olxija-xvrx ^xciXix' 
oVtuq KXt sfTt ToO TxvTcov ^xa-t?^scDQ ysyovsv. E^ddvTOi yhp xvroC eyrt rifv yii^trspxv 
X^ipxv KXt olKvirxvroi 5/c liv r&v Sizotuv a-ufix, ^otTbv tt&o'x *i kxtx rSiv xv6pu7ruv 
xxpk rav l%dp^v £T//3ot/Aif TrsTrxvrxty xxi vi roV Bxv^rov fi^&vtvrxt ^Qopx vt ttxAxi 
KXT^ xvr&v lo'X^oua-x. Kattenbusch is right in considering Ritschl (1. c, I., p. 10, 
II) to have gone too far in his assertion that "Athanasius' interpretation of the 
death and resurrection of Christ is a particular instance of the main thought that 
the Logos of God guarantees all redemptive work, using the human body in which 
he dwells as the means." Athanasius certainly did not regard the death and resur- 
rection as merely particular instances. They formed the object of the incarnation; 
not that they were added or supplementary to it; they were bound up with it. 

8 Yet the view of Athanasius was not simply naturalistic; incorruptibleness 
rather included the elements of goodness, love, and wisdom; a renewal affecting 
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as indeed had been long before held by the Apologists, in the 
restoration of the correct knowledge of God, which embraced 
the power of living rightly, through the incarnate Logos. But 
while Athanasius kept firmly in view this restoration of the 
knowledge of God through the Logos, he was not thinking 
merely of the new law, /.^., the preaching of Christ; he held 
it to have been given in the contemplation of the Person of 
Christ. In his work, that of a man, God came down to us. 
The dullest eye was now in a position to perceive the one true 
God — viz., in Christ — and to escape from the error of demon- 
worship. This thought is very significant; it had already been 
expressed by Clement and Origen, having received a deeper 
meaning from the latter, though he had not yet given it so 
central a place in his system. Athanasius expressly notes that 
creation was not sufficient to let us perceive the Creator and 
Father; we needed a man to live and work among us before 
we could see clearly and certainly the God and Father of all. * 

the inner nature of man was also involved. But it was not possible for Athanasius 
to expound this systematically; therefore Schultz seems to me to have asserted too 
much (Gottheit Christi, p. 80). 

1 The chief passages occur 1. c, XIV — XVI., chap. XIV. y?»: One might suppose 
that the fitting way to know God was to recover our knowledge of him from the works 
of creation. It is not so, for men are no longer capable of directing their gaze 
upward; they look down. "Therefore, when he seeks to benefit men, he takes up 
his dwelling among us as man, and assumes a body like the human one, and 
instructs men within their own lower sphere, i.e.^ through the works of the body, 
that those who would not perceive him from his care for all and his rule might 
at least from the works of the body itself know the Logos of God in the body, 
and through him the Father." C. 15: 'E9rf/5jf 01 *Mpwjrot x7roa'Tpa<pevTS^ t^v TrpoQ 
Tov ®s^v Qiuptxvy Kou uq sv ^u6u ^vQta-QsvrsQ Kotroo roij^ 6(pdotX[4,oig '^%ovTffc, sv ysvsa-et 
Kxi to7q otia-^i^rdt^ rov &sdv uv€^ijtovv, civQpuyrovQ Qvijtov^ kxi $oti(ji,ovotQ iotvroii deou^ 
ivxrvTeovfisvor rovrov sveKSC d <pt^^vdpa)7roQ kxi koivoq 'pt^vtcov a-corijp, 6 roO &eov 
^.dyoQy Kxii^xvsi ixvTM a-ufix xxt ut; 'divQpuTroi sv xvdpufrotq xvxvTi<Pirxi xxt rxq 
xta-dija-Sii TTxyrcov xv6pcowuv Trpov/^xtJL^dvet^ 7vx 01 Iv a-MtixriKoi^ vooOvtsq shxt r^v 
&e6vi x<p^ &v 6 KvptoQ spyx^srxt $toi raiv roV a-uizxroQ 'ipywVy ^x* xhr&v vo^o'wa-t 
TJfv x?i^6stxvy Kxt $t* xvroO rbv yrxripx ^oyta-uvrxt. The sequel shows, indeed, 
that Athanasius thought above all of Jesus* miraculous works. He has summarised 
his whole conception of the result of redemption in the pregnant sentence (ch. XVI.) : 
^Afx^drspx yxp l<^iKxv&pcii)'7CiuST0 6 a-urvip $ioc rvJQ svxv&puT^o'tu^^ Urt xxt rdv d^vxrov 
l| >lixaiv vi^xvt^s Kxt xvsKXtvi^sv vifixi' Kxt Urt x<pxviiQ ^v KXt xdpxroi $t^ r&v 'ipyuv 
evs<pxtvs KXt eyvwpt^ev ixvrov shxi rov ^6yov roV Trxrpdq, rov roV vxvrbQ iiy€fi6vx 
Kxi ^xa-iXex. Origen had already laid stress on the perception of God in Christ, 
and set it above philosophical knowledge (analytic, synthetic, and analogical, against 
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Wlien Athanasius placed the knowledge of God side by side 
with the deliverance from death, the transition was obtained 
from the fact of redemption to the doctrine of the appropriation, 
and to die explanation of the particular result, of the work of 
love done by the Logos. This only benefited those who 
voluntarily appropriated the divine knowledge made accessible 
by the incarnate Logos, and who regulated their ctmduct by 
the standards and with the power thus given them. ' In any 
case the transformation of the corruptible into the incorruptible 
(the Theopoiesis) remained under this conception the ultimate 
and proper result of the work of the Logos, being ranked 
higher than the other, the knowledge of God. ' But here we 
find the greatest difference between Athanasius and like-minded 
theologians on the one hand, and Arius, the Eusebians, etc., 
on the other. The elements contained in their views are the 
same; but the order is different. For these "conservative" 
theologians saw the work of the Logos primarily in the com- 
munication of the true and complete knowledge which should 
be followed by a state of perfection. But Athanasius made every- 

Alcinoos. Maximos of Tyre, and Celsus): see c Cels. \TL 42, 44; Deprincip. L I. 
For Clement see Protrept. L 8: ^ ^oyo^ 6 rov Bsou eMpstTo^ yooiLOO^, nx in xati 
aif xapac cMpetxov ^tx^^ «"? xorl apx av^puxot; yertfrxt ©foc- 

* Parallel with this view and intertwined with it we undoubtedly have the other, 
that eternal life is mystically appropriated by means of sacred rites and the holy 
food. In this conception, which is extremely ancient^ Christianity seems degraded 
to the level of the nature-religions of the E^t or the Graeco-oriental mysteries 
(see Schultz, Gottheit Christl, p. 69). But as even the eariiest Alexandrians (also 
Ignatius) constantly resolved the naturalistic view into a spiritual and moral one, 
so also hardly any one of the theologians of the following centuries can be named 
who would have purely and simply defended the former. 

* See esp. Orat c. Arian. IL 67 — 70, where the final designs of Athanasius' 
Christianity are revealed. It is at the same time to be noted that while redemption 
meant restoration, it was the transference into a still higher grace. We experience 
all that was done to the body of Christ. We are baptised, as Christ was in Jordan, 
we next received the Holy Spirit, and so also our flesh has died, and been renewed, 
sanctified and raised to eternal life in his resurrection. Accordingly, Athanasius 
sums up at the close of his work, ch. 54: Kuro^ yxp ivijvdpitx^rev, nx ^fis7Q Uo~ 
xotfi^tSfiev KM cofroQ i^cnipua-ev ixvrov itx a-ttftxroQ, ivx ^fisT^ tov xopxrov xxrpOQ 
'iwotxv ?i^uiiev KXi xuro^ vrifism r^y Txp^ xv^puTtty ti^piv^ /va ^i^elQ x^xvxa-iacv 
xXiipovofj,tia-tofiiv. kfiP^xxTSTO fiev yxp xuto^ oviiv^ xto^^ xxi x^9xpT0Q kou xuT0A6yoQ 
aiv Kcu Bi6^- rov^ 3^ x4«-%ovTac xvSpu'^ovQ, $t^ ot?c xxi ravrx vxifJLSivev^ h rip ixxn-ov 
ii'KoAtia ir^pit Kxt iiea-tt^e. 
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thing tend to this consummation as the restoration and the 
communication of the divine nature. Accordingly, it was to 
him a vital theological question how the incorruptible was 
constituted which was represented in the Logos, and what 
kind of union it had formed with the corruptible. But while 
he put the question he was sure of the answer. His opponents, 
however, could not at all share in his interest in this point, 
since their interest in Christ as the supreme teacher did not 
lead them directly to define more precisely the kind of heavenly 
manifestation which he represented even for them. When they 
did give such definitions, they were influenced by theoretical, 
or exegetical considerations, or were engaged in refuting the 
propositions of their opponents by setting up others. 

The Trinitarian and Christological problems which had 
occupied the ancient Church for more than three centuries here 
rise before us. That their decision was so long delayed, and 
only slowly found a more general acceptance, was not merely 
due to outward circumstances, such as the absence of a clearly 
marked tradition, the letter of the Bible, or the politics of 
Bishops and Emperors. It was, on the contrary, owing chiefly 
to the fact that large circles in the Church felt the need of 
subordinating even the doctrine of redemption to rational theo- 
logy, or of keeping it within the framework of moralism. The 
opposite conviction, that nature was transformed through the 
incarnate Logos, resulted here and there in a chaotic panthe- 
ism ; * but that was the least danger. The gravest hindrance to the 
acceptance of the view of Athanasius consisted in the paradoxical 
tenets which arose regarding the Deity and Jesus Christ. Here his 
opponents found their strength ; they were more strongly supported 
by the letter of Scripture and tradition, as well as by reason. 

Supplement L — No subsequent Greek theologian answered the 
question, why God became man, so decidedly and clearly as 
Athanasius. But all Fathers of unimpeached orthodoxy followed 
in his footsteps, and at the same time showed that his doctrinal 

* Not in Athanasius himself — Kattenbusch says rightly (p. 299) : The QeoToitia't^ 
is for A. an enhancement of human life physically and morally; his idea of it 
does not look forward to man being pantheistically merged in God, but to the 
renewal of man after his original type. 
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ideas could only be held on the basis of Platonism. This is at 
once clear in the case of Gregory of Nyssa, who in some points 
strengthened the expositions given by Athanasius. Yet his 
model was Methodius rather than Athanasius. * 

Gregory sought, in the first place, to give a more elaborate 
defence of the method of redemption — by means of the incarna- 
tion, — but in doing so he obscured Athanasius* simple combin- 
ation of the incarnation and its effect. According to Gregory, 
God is boundless might, but his might was never divorced 
from goodness, wisdom, and righteousness. He next shows in 
detail (Catech. magn. 17 — 26) against Jews and heathens — as 
Anselm did afterwards — that the incarnation was the best form 
of redemption, because the above four fundamental attributes 
of God came clearly to light in it. Especially interesting in 
these arguments is the emphasis laid on God*s treatment of 
those who had passed over to his enemies, his respect for their 
freedom in everything, and his redemption of men without 
wronging the devil, their master, who possessed a certain claim 
upon them. This account of the matter indeed had strictly an 
apologetic purpose. ^ In the second place, Gregory, while follow- 
ing Athanasius, still more strongly identified the state from 
which God has delivered us with death. The state of sin was 
death. He taught, with the Neoplatonists, that God alone was 
Being. Therefore all revolt from God to the sensuous, i.e., to 
not- being, was death. Natural death was not the only death; 
it might rather mean deliverance from the bonds of the body 
become brutal (1. c, ch. 8). Sensuousness was death. In the 
third place, although he also saw the redemption in the act of 
incarnation, Gregory held that it was not perfected until the 
resurrection of Jesus. That is, he was more thoroughly in- 
fluenced than Athanasius by the conviction that the actual re- 
demption presupposed renunciation of the body. We are first 

1 See Vol. III., p. 104 ff. 

2 The Apologetic argument also includes the treatment of the question, why the 
redemption was not accomplished sooner. Apologists from Justin to Eusebius and 
Athanasius had put it and attempted to answer it. Gregory also got rid of it by 
referring to the physician who waits till illness has fully developed before he 
interferes (Catech. magn., ch. 29 ff.). 
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redeemed, when we share in the resurrection which the human 
nature assumed by Christ experienced through the resurrection 
(I.e., ch. 16). The mystery of the incarnation only becomes 
clear in this resurrection. The Deity assumed human nature, 
in order by this union to exhaust, until it had wholly disap- 
peared, that which was liable to death in this nature, z//^., evil. 
This result was only perfected in the resurrection of the human 
nature of Christ ; for in it that nature was first shown completely 
purified and rendered capable of being possessed of eternal life. ^ 
In the fourth place, Gregory was able to demonstrate the appli- 
cation of the incarnation more definitely than Athanasius could 
with his figure of the king and the city. But he does so by 
the aid of a thoroughly Platonic idea which is only slightly 
suggested in Athanasius, and is not really covered by a Biblical 
reference (to the two Adams; see Irenaeus). Christ did not 
assume the human nature of an individual person, but human 
nature. Accordingly, all that was human was intertwined with 
the Deity ; the whole of human nature became divine by inter- 
mixture with the Divine. Gregory conceives this as a strictly 
physical process : the leaven of the Deity has pervaded the whole 
dough of humanity, through and in Christ ; for Christ united with 
himself the whole of human nature with all its characteristics. \ 
This conception, which was based on the Platonic universal 

^ L. c, ch. 16. For, since our nature in its regular course changed also in him 
into the separation of body and soul, he reunited that which had been divided by 
his divine power as if by a kind of cement, and rejoined in an indissoluble union 
the severed parts (comp. Irenaeus and Methodius). And that was the resurrection, 
viz., the return after dissolution and division of the allies to an indissoluble union, 
both being so bound together, that man's original state of grace was recalled, and 
we return to eternal life, after the evil mingled with our nature has been removed 
by our dissolution (!); just as it happens with liquids, which, the vessel being 
broken, escape and are lost, because there is nothing now to hold them. But as 
death began in one man and from him passed to the whole of nature and the 
human race, in the same way the beginning of the resurrection extended through 
one man to the whole of humanity." 

2 See conclusion of the preceding note, and Herrmaim, Gregorii Nyss. sententias 
de salute adipis., p. 16 ff. Underlying all the arguments of the '• Great Catechism " 
we have the thought that the incarnation was an ac/us medicinalis which is to be 
thought of as strictly natural, and that extends to all mankind. See Dorner (Entwick.- 
Gesch. d. L. v. d. Person Christi, I., p. 958 f.), who, besides, regards Gregory's 
whole conception as strictly ethical. 
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notion "humanity**, differed from that of Origen; but it also 
led to the doctrine of Apokatastasis (universalism), which Gregory 
adopted. Meanwhile, in order to counterbalance this whole 
"mystical*', i,e., physical, conception, he emphasised the personal 
and spontaneous fulfilment of the law as a condition, in the same 
way as the later Antiochenes. The perfect fulfilment of the law 
was, however, according to Gregory, only possible to ascetics. ^ 
In the fifth place, Gregory set the sacraments in the closest 
relation to the incarnation, recognising (1. c, ch. 33 — 40) Bap- 
tism and the Lord's Supper as the only means by which 
mortal man was renewed and became immortal. It undoubt- 
edly appears superfluous to a rigorous thinker to require 
that something special should happen to the individual when 
all mankind has been deified in the humanity assumed 
by Christ. But the form given to his ideas by Gregory 
was in keeping with the thought of his time, when mysteri- 
ous rites were held to portray and represent that which was 
inconceivable. Sixthly, and lastly, Gregory gave a turn to 
the thought of the incarnation in which justice was done to 
the boldest conception of Origen, and "the newest of the new" 
was subordinated to a cosmological and more general view. 
Origen had already, following the Gnostics, taught — in con- 
nection with Philipp. II. 10 and other texts — that the incarnation 
and sacrificial death of Christ had an importance that went 
beyond mankind. The work of Christ extended to wherever there 
were spiritual creatures; wherever there was alienation from 
God, there was restoration through Christ. He offered himself 
to the Father for angels and aeons (see Valentine). To all 
orders of spiritual beings he appeared in their own shape. He 
restored harmony to the whole universe. Nay, Christ's blood 
was not only shed on earth at Jerusalem "for sin" (pro peccato); 
but also "for a gift on the high altar which is in the heavens" 
(pro munere in superno altari quod est in ccelis).^ Gregory took 
up this thought. The reconciliation and restitution extend to 
all rational creation. ^ Christ came down to all spiritual crea- 

* See Herrmann, 1. c, p. 2 sq. 

3 Passages in Bigg, 1. c, p. 212 f. 

' See TTspt ^^VX' x. ^veca-ruo'.^ p. 66 sq., ed. Oehler. Orat. cat. 26. 
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tures, and adopted the forms in which they lived, in order to 
bring them into harmony with God : ov (ji^ovov iv xvipuTroig hdpoo- 
TTog ylvsTXt, xXXx JcxTX TO xKoKovdov TrivTCix; xx) sv xyyeXoK; 
yivoiJ^^svoq Trpog rijv izslvuv <pv(nv sxvtov (TV/KXTxysi. * This thought, 
far from enriching the work of the historical Christ, served 
only, as in the case of the Gnostics, to dissipate it. And, in 
fact, it was only as an apologist of Catholic Christianity that 
Gregory held closely to the historical personality of Christ. 
When he philosophised and took his own way, he said little 
or nothing of the Christ of history. ^ It is almost with him as 
with Origen. He also reveals a supreme view of the world, 
according to which that which alienates the Kosmos from God 
forms part of its plan as much as that which restores it to 
him, the Kosmos being, from its creation, full of God, and, 
because it is, existing in God. The incarnation is only a 
particular instance of the universal presence ofthe divine in crea- 
tion. Gregory contributed to transmit to posterity the pantheistic 
conception, which be himself never thought out abstractly, or 
apart from history. A real affinity existed between him and 
the pantheistic Monophysites, the Areopagite, and Scotus 
Erigena, and even modern ** liberal** theology ofthe Hegelian 
shade may appeal to him. In the ** Great Catechism*' (ch. XXV.), 
which was meant to defend the historical act ofthe incarnation, 
he has an argument which is in this respect extremely signi- 
ficant. ^ " The assumption of our nature by the deity should, 
however, excite no well-founded surprise on the part of those 
who view things [tx ovtx) with any breadth of mind, (not too 

1 Orat. in ascens. Christi in Migne T. XLVI., p. 693; on the other hand, Di- 
dymus (De trinit. II. 7, ed. Mingarelli, p. 200): 6 ®so^ ?^6yoq oh $tx rovq uixupTvi- 
a-cevTocq ayye?^ovq icyys?^0Q' u?^?\.oc $iac rot/c sv ufJLOcpricx. civQpwTrovQ Hv^puTOQ urpeTrruQ, 
ua-vyxvrcoi, uvociiotpT^ru^^ ciiPpcca-TcoQ. Yet in other places he has expressed himself 
like Origen. The latter was attacked by Jerome and Theophilus on account of this 
doctrine. The Synod of Constantinople condemned it. 

2 Compare the whole dialogue with Macrina on the soul and the resurrection, 
where the historical Christ is quite overlooked. 

3 To Athanasius also it was not unknown; see De incam. 41 : rbv xdo-fjLOv a-uizoc 
lisyx ^aca-iv bIvxi ot rctiv 'EAAjfvwv ^1/^60-0^01 xott u/<yiQevova-t ^iyovr£(i. 'Op<SjUgv yocp 
ocvrbv xcct tu tovtov fxepif touq oua-^a-scn v'^oxhrovrx. Et ro/vvv ev t& xda-fjcca a-wi^art 
'SvTt 6 ToV @soV ?i6yoQ ea-ri, ototi sv H^otq xxi rolq xxtoc iiipoq xvr&v Tr&a-iv ifn^e^^xt. 
ri Sxvfjtxcrbv if rt icro'rov et xx) ev xvQpwTrtfi (^xfilv xhrbv lT/|3£|3ifxsv«/ x.r.A., c. 42. 
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(ziKpo^vxoo^;). For who is so weak in mind as not to believe 
when he looks at the universe that the divine is in everything, 
pervading and embracing it, and dwelling in it? For every- 
thing depends on the existent, and it is impossible that there 
should be anything not having its existence in that which is. 
Now, if all is in it and it in all, why do they take offence at 
the dispensation of the mystery taught by the incarnation of 
God, of him who, we are convinced, is not even now outside 
of mankind ? For if the form of the divine presence is not now 
the same, yet we are as much agieed that God is among us 
to-day as that he was in the world then. Now he is united 
with us as the one who embraces nature in his being, but then 
he had united himself with our being, that our nature, snatched 
from death, and delivered from the tyranny of the Adversary, 
might become divine through intermixture with the divine. For 
his return from death was for the mortal race the beginning 
of return to eternal life.'* The pantheistic theory of redemp- 
tion appeared in after times in two forms. In one of these the 
work of the historical Christ was regarded as a particular 
instance, or symbol, of the universal, purifying and sanctify- 
ing operations continuously carried out through sanctifying 
media — the sacraments — by the Logos in combination with, as 
in their turn on behalf of, the graded orders of supersensuous 
creatures; this was- the view of Dionysius the Areopagite. The 
other form of the theory included in the very idea of the 
incarnation the union of the Logos with those individual believ- 
ing souls in whom he was well pleased. The latter conception 
which was already prominent in Methodius is especially marked 
in Macarius. In Homily IV. e.g., (ch. 8, 9), his first words 
lead us to expect an exposition of the one historical incarnation. 
Instead of that we read: **Thus in his love the infinite, inscrut- 
able God humbled himself and assumed the members of our bodily 
nature . . . and transformed in love and benevolence to men he 
incorporates and unites himself with the holy and faithful souls 
in whom he is well pleased, etc.** In each a Christ is born. ^ 

1 A third form of the pantheistic conception of the incarnation can be perceived 
in the thesis, that the humanity of Christ was heavenly; in other words, that the 
Logos had always borne humanity in himself, so that his body was not of later 
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The thought that Christ assumed the general concept of 
humanity occurs, though mingled with distinctive ideas, in 
Hilary, who was dependent on Gregory. * We find it also in 
Basil, ^ Ephraem, ' Apollinaris, * Cyril of Alexandria, etc. Through- 
out these writers the conception is clearly marked that in 
Christ our nature is sanctified and rendered divine, that what 
it has experienced benefits us, as a matter of course, in our 

origin than his divinity. This Gnostic view, which, however, is not necessarily 
pantheistic, had supporters, ^.^., in Corinth in the time of Athanasius, who himself 
opposed it. (Ep. ad Epictetum Corinth.: see Epiphan.. p. 77, c. Dimoeritas). They 
said that the body born of Mary was Sfxoova-tov rfj roV ?^6yov Qedriirt, a-vvxt^tov 
ccvTlfi ^tk TatvTb^ ysyevijo-dou^ e7ret$ii Ik tiiq ovo-iccq rif^ ^o(pioeQ a-vvga-m. They taught, 
accordingly, that humanity itself sprang from the Logos; he had for the purpose 
of his manifestation formed for himself by metamorphosis a body capable of 
suffering. He had, therefore, on one side of his being given up his immutability, 
departed from his own nature (^AAayjf rtj^ lliaq cpvo-suQ) and transformed himself 
into a sensuous man. The point of interest here was the perfect unity of Christ. 
Those whom Hilary opposed (De trinit. X. 15 sq.) did not maintain the heavenly 
and eternal humanity of the Logos. On the other hand, this thesis occurs in Apol- 
linaris, in whom, however, it is not to be explained pantheistically, although 
pantheistic inferences can hardly be averted. The heavenly humanity of Christ is 
also opposed by Basil in Ep. ad Sozopol. (65); it re-emerged in the circles of the 
most extreme Monophysites ; but it was at the same time openly affirmed there by 
Stephen Bar Sudaili : " everything is of one nature with God " ; " all nature is con- 
substantial with the divine essence" (Assem., Biblioth. II. 30, 291); see Dorner, 
1. c, II., p. 162 f., and Frothingham, Stephen Bar Sudaili (1886) who has printed, 
p. 28 sq., the letter of Xenaias which warns against the heresy " that assimilates the 
creation to God." Finally, a kind of subtilised form of this phenomenon is found 
in the old-catholic conception, that the Son of God came down to men immediately 
after the Fall, that he repeatedly dwelt among them, and thus accustomed himself 
to his future manifestation (see Irenseus' conception, Vol. II., p. 236). In the later 
Fathers, when they were not writing apologetically, this old conception does not, 
so far as I know, occur often, or, it is very strictly distinguished from the incarna- 
tion; see, e.g.j Athan., Orat. III. 30. 

1 See, e.^.^- Hilary, Tract, in Ps. LI, ch. 16: "Ut et filius hominis esset filius 
dei, naturam in se universae camis assumpsit, per quam effectus vera vitis genus in 
se universae propaginis tenet." Ps. LIV. ch. 9 : " Universitatis nostrae caro est factus." 
Other passages are given in Dorner, Entw-Gesch. der Lehre v. d. Person Christi, I., 
p. 1067, and Ritschl, 1. c, I. p. 15. 

2 Hom. 25, T. I., p. 504 sq. This exposition coincides completely with Gregory's 
thought. 

' Dorner, 1. c, p. 961. 

Dorner, 1. c, the xxrot f^tepoq 'Trfc-rtq. See besides the passage given in Vol. II., 
p. 223, n. I. 
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individual capacity, and that we in a very real way have risen 
with Christ, 

Even in the Antiochenes passages occur which are thus to be 
interpreted — exegesis led them to this view ; * but they exist, so 
far as I know, even in Chrysostom,^ and they are so phrased 
in general as to show that according to them this suffering and 
dying with Christ, as an independent fact, was not merely a 
supplementary condition of the actual union with Christ, but 
the only form in which it was accomplished. In them the 
general concept of humanity does not occur; accordingly, the 
humanity of Christ is conceived much more concretely. He is 
really a fighting, striving man who reaches victory through 
free-will. ' As this man himself is united morally with the 
deity, the moral element must never be left out of account in 
our union with him. But in so far as the incarnation of Christ 
produces a new state (Katastasis), one not included in the plan 
of humanity, it undoubtedly results in our glorification, a state 
not involved in the moral element per se. 

When we come to John of Damascus we no longer find any 
definitive conception of the incarnation. The clear intention 
assigned to it by Athanasius has escaped him; even of the ideas 
of Gregory of Nyssa only a part, and that the apologetic part, 
are reproduced (De fide Orth. III. i, 6). At this point also 
the attempt to unite the Aristotelian tradition of the school of 
Antioch with the Alexandrian only led to a combination of 
fragments. Yet the sentence, "Christ did not come to this or 
that one, but to our common nature **, * never wholly became 
a dead letter in the Greek Church. But everything taught in 
that Church as to the incarnation is already to be found either 
developed, or in germ, in Irenaeus; not the simple exposition 
of Athanasius, but a mixture of the thought of the historical 

1 See Theodore on Rom. VI. 6: t^ X^/o-t^, (ptio-tv, la^rccvpufiht^ ^ai^ep U^cia-x 
*IIjl&v ii V7rb ryjv ^v^t6t^tu KStfJtsvij ^va-tQ a-wsa-racvpuQiif S7ret$ii xcct le&a-x ocvr^ a-vvotv 
go-Til, TT^vrtav MpuTtav othr^ vviAtierotvxstv h?<Tt^6vruv riiQ xvxo'T^a-eui' diQ evrtV- 
dev a'vva(pxvta-diivact /ulv rifv Tspl rb UfJLUpr^veiv yifjtuv shKO/^iuv, $tk tviq stt) r^v iQctv- 
cta-/ecv ToG a-^fxacroQ fxtreta-r^a-eu^. 

2 Forster, Chrysostomus, p. 126 ff. 
8 See Kihn, Theodor., p. 180 ff. 

^ Xpivrh^ ov ^poQ 'ivot Kcti ^t^rtpov $Adsv, i^Ak vpoQ rifv KOtvifv ^^ctv. 
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with that of the mystical redemption, is to be traced in the 
majority of the Fathers. It is the Christ in us, the cosmical 
Christ, as we already saw in Methodius. 

Supplement IL — Those Fathers, and they were in the majority, 
who found the cause of the incarnation in the intention of God 
to rehabilitate the human race, knew of no necessity for the 
incarnation apart from the entrance of sin. While they almost 
all explained that what Christ conferred was more and greater 
than what man had lost, yet they did not use this idea in their 
speculations, and they attached as a rule no special significance 
to it. But even Irenaeus had also looked at the incarnation as 
the final and supreme means of the divine economy by which 
God gradually brought the original creation, at first neces- 
sarily imperfect, to completion. ^ Where this idea occurred, it 
also involved the other, that Christ would have come even if 
there had been no sin. Accordingly, those Fathers who laid no 
special stress on sin, seeing it appeared to them to be more or 
less natural, and who conceived redemption rather as a perfecting 
than restitution, maintained the necessity of the incarnation even 
apart from sin: so Theodore of Mopsuestia, Pelagius and others. ^ 
The incarnation was regarded by them as forming the basis of 
the life in which man is raised above his nature and common 
virtue, that is, the ascetic and angelic life. Clement of Alex., 
starting from quite different premises, expressed the same thought. 
Abstinence from evil was the perfection that had been attained 
even by Greeks and Jews; on the other hand, the perfect 
Gnostic, only possible after the complete revelation of the Logos, 
found perfection in the ascetic life of intuition, a life resting on 
faith, hope, and love. ' Therefore in order to institute this life, 
the complete revelation of the Logos was required ; it was un- 
necessary to bring sin into the question. However, the proposi- 
tion that Christ would have come even if Adam had not sinned 
was, so far as I know, bluntly asserted by no Greek theologian ; 
the combination of Adam and Christ in the Bible stood in the way. 

Supplement III. — On the ground of Biblical texts like Matt. 

1 See Vol. II.5 p. 272, 307; the thought is not wanting in TertuUian. 

2 See Domer, 1. c. 11., p. 432 ff. Kihn, Theodor., p. 179 f. 

3 Strom. VI. 7, 60. 
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XXV. 24, Eph. I. 3 — S, II, II. Tim. I. 8 — 10, the Greeks have 
also spoken (e.^., Athan. c. Arian. II. 75 — yy) of an election, 
of believers in Christ before the foundation of the world, and 
of the decree of redemption framed by God, with reference 
already to sin, before the creation. Athanasius even says that 
our future eternal life in Christ is conditioned by the fact that 
our life was founded on Christ even before time was. But the 
idea of predestination, like the thought that Christ is the head 
of his Church, is confined to the lines of a Biblical doctrine, 
which for that very reason is true. Neither the doctrine of the 
work of Christ, nor of the appropriation of his work, is influenced 
by those conceptions. As a rule, however, the idea of predesti- 
nation takes the form that God having foreseen men's attainments 
in virtue elected them. This version is especially clear in the 
school of Antioch, and even enters into their Christology ; but 
it is the opposite of what Paul meant. 
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APPENDIX TO CHAPTER VI. 



THE IDEAS OF REDEMPTION FROM THE DEVIL, AND OF ATONE- 
MENT THROUGH THE WORK OF THE GOD-MAN. 

§ I. Christ's Death as Ransom and Sacrifice, 

The Greek Fathers did not go beyond, nor could they give 
a more consistent form to, the views on this subject already 
expounded by Irenaeus and Origen. ' The fact of the incarna- 
tion was so closely and exclusively connected, at least in the 
East, with the conception of the result of redemption, that every- 
thing else had to yield in importance to the latter. Of course 
at all times and in all directions the attempt was made, after 
the example of Irenaeus and the indications of Holy Scripture, 
to insert the facts of Jesus* history in the work of redemption. 
This can be seen especially in Athanasius and the two Cyrils — 
"Whatever happened to his humanity has happened to us.*' 
Again, the death of Christ was frequently recalled when the 
forgiveness of sins was taken into account; but it is difficult 
here to draw the line between exegesis, rhetoric, and dogma- 
tics. As a rule, we obtain the impression that theology could 
have dispensed with all the facts of Christ's life. ' On the other 
hand, the death of Christ always appeared so tragic and wonder- 
ful an event, that men were compelled to attribute a special 

» See Vol. II., pp. 286 ff., 365 ff. 

2 The two Cappadocians doubted, not without reserve, the necessity of Christ's 
death. G. of Nazianzus says that the divine Logos could also have redeemed us 
6sAijfjLaTt f/,6vovj and G. of Nyssa (Orat. cat. 1 7) thought that the method of redemp- 
tion was to be considered as arbitrary as the remedies of physicians. In other 
places, indeed, they expressed themselves differently, and Athanasius connected the 
death of Christ closely with the incarnation (see above). 

20 
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saving value to it. But just as it was not represented in art 
up to the fifth century, so the majority of the Greeks really- 
regarded it, along with Christ's whole passion, as a sacred mys- 
tery, and that not only in the intellectual sense. Here thought 
yielded to emotion, and imposed silence on itself. Goethe said 
towards the close of his life, ** We draw a veil over the suffer- 
ings of Christ simply because we revere them so deeply; we 
hold it to be reprehensible presumption to play and trifle with 
and embellish those profound mysteries in which the divine 
depths of suffering lie hidden, never to rest until even the 
noblest seems mean and tasteless." That exactly represents the 
Greek feeling. It also gives the key to the saying of Gregory 
of Nazianzus (Orat XXVII. lo) that the appreciation of the 
sufferings of Christ was one of those points on which it was 
possible to make a mistake with impunity (cf. Iren. I. lo). By 
this he meant, not only that the specific result of tiiQ passion 
was uncertain, but also that it was inexpressible. * It was re- 
served for the Middle Ages and our modern times to cast off 
all modesty and reverence here. 

Yet a few theologians and exegetes could not refrain from 
speculating about the death of Christ, though they did not yet 
use frivolous arithmetical sums. The death of Christ was, in 
the first place, connected, following Rom. VIII. 3, with the 
condemnation of sin — death — in the flesh [ycccrxicphetv rijv ifjixp- 
rixv (rov iivxrov) iv rjj (Txpjci). That constituted the strongest 
connection of Ensarkosis (embodiment in the flesh), death, resur- 
rection, and redemption, reached within the Greek Church. In 
Christ's final agony tAe Ensarkosis first came to some extent to 
its end, for by death the flesh was purified from sin and mor- 
tality, and was presented in Christ's resurrection pure, holy, 
and incorruptible. This thought was worked out in various 
ways by Athanasius, Gregory of Nyssa, and Cyril of Jerusalem, 
as well as, especially, by ApoUinaris. ^ But in later times the 
conception of the complete hypostatic union forbade the vanquish- 

1 See the great importance laid already by Justin on the Cross, an importance 
which it still has for the piety of the Greek Church. 

2 ApoUinaris who was the strictest dogmatist of the fourth century, substantially 
limited the significance of Christ's death, so far as I know, to this effect. 
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ing of corruption [(p6opx) and death being dated a moment later 
than the assumption of human nature. Therefore it was held 
that Christ had even at the incarnation destroyed corruption 
and death (the penalty of sin) from the flesh; but his death 
was wholly voluntary and economic. 

In the second place Irenaeus had already, in a connected 
argument, emphasised the necessity of tracing the incarnation 
of the Logos and his passion to the goodness and righteousness 
of God, and he further insisted that Christ had delivered us not 
from a state of infirmity, but from the power of the devil, re- 
deeming those estranged from God, and unnaturally imprisoned, 
not by force, but with due regard to justice. Origen, however, 
was the first to explain the passion and death of Christ with 
logical precision under the points of view of ransom Sind sacrz/ice. 
With regard to the former he was the first to set up the theory 
that the devil had acquired a legal claim on men, and therefore 
to regard the death of Christ (or his soul) as a ransom paid to 
the devil. This Marcionite doctrine of price and barter was 
already supplemented by Origen with the assumption of an act 
of deceit on the part of God, It was, in spite of an energetic 
protest, taken up by his disciples, and afterwards carried out 
still more offensively. It occurs in Gregory of Nyssa who 
(Catech. 15 — 27), in dealing with the notion of God, treats it 
broadly and repulsively. We find it in Ambrose, who speaks 
of the pza frauSy in Augustine and Leo I. It assumes its worst 
form in Gregory I. : the humanity of Christ was the bait ; the 
fish, the devil, snapped at it, and was left hanging on the in- 
visible hook, Christ's divinity. It proves that the Fathers had 
gradually lost any fixed conception of the holiness and right- 
eousness of God ; but on the other hand, it expresses the belief 
that the devil's power will not first be broken by the future 
appearing of Christ, but has been already shattered by his 
death. In this sense it is the epitaph of the old dogmatics 
which turned on eschatology. ^ For the rest, Gregory of Nazi- 

^ Irenaeus held that men were God's debtors, but in the power (unjustly) of the 
devil. Origen held a different view. The devil had a claim on men, and Christ 
paid him his soul as the price, but the devil could not keep it. The devil acted 
unjustly to Christ, he was not entitled to take possession of one who was sinless; 
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anzus * and John of Damascus felt scruples about admitting God 
and the devil to have been partners in a legal transaction. 

With reference to the sacrifice of Christ, Origen was of 
epoch-making importance. On the one hand, he started from 
Rom. III. 25 and similar texts, on the other, he was strongly- 
influenced by the Graeco-oriental expiatory mysteries, and was 
the first to introduce into the Church, following the precedent 
set by the Gnostics, a theology of sacrifice or propitiation 
based on the death of Christ. He thereby enriched, but at the 
same time confused, Greek theology. He taught that all sins 
required a holy and pure sacrifice in order to be atoned for, 
in other words, to be forgiven by God ; this sacrifice was the 
body of Christ, presented to the Father. This thought which, 
as expounded, approximates to the idea of a vicarious sufTeriag 
of punishment, was adopted by Athanasius who combined it 
with the other ideas that God's veracity required the threat of 
death to be carried out, and that death accordingly was accepted 
by Christ on behalf of all, and by him was destroyed. ^ The 
idea that only the sacrificial death of God could vanquish death 
which was decreed by him, and thus conciliate God, occurs also 

see passages given in Munscher, p. 428 ff. Leo I , following Ambrose, gives the 
deception theory in a crude form. 

1 See Ullman, Gregor, p. 318 f. 

2 De incarnat. 9: ^vvi^wv yotp 6 A^yo;, iirt cc?^^ui ovx uv ^vhtvi tcov Mpwyroov 
vi (pQopcCy €i fjtii $ix Tov t4vt«$ uTodccvs7vy ovx ^^^^ ''■^ ^^ ?^ '''^^ ?^6yov XfCO^OCVUV^ 

U^^VXTOV '6VT0C XXt TOV 'TTUTpOQ VtOVy TOVTOV HveXSV TO $VvdfJtSVOV UTToQoiVSlv icCVTifi 

}iOtfJL^<ky€t o-<S/Lfc«, 7vx toCto toV s'ti tccvtuv Kdyov fMST0t?<x^6v^ Avti t^vtuv txxvov 
ysvjjToet r^ dacvccTtfi xxt $tx r^v svoixi^a-ccvTcc ?^6yov ic<p$ocpTOv ^laefJieivifl, xoct PiOfrbv xTb 
t^vtwv VI cpQopat Tracva-tiTXt t^ rifS xvaa-T^a-ew^ x^P^'^^' '^^^"^ ^? feps7cv xeci dVfJtac 
'xocvtSq ePiSvQepov a-.Tt^.oVy S otvTO^ ixvT^ 'iKu^e voofict 'rpoa-uyav etQ $<ivaTOv, uTh 
"Tr^vTUv evQvQ tc3v Sfxotuv yi<pcivt^s tov Buvoitov tiJi 'rpoa'<pop& toC xecT»X?^ij^ov. We 
see how the conceptions of the vicarious endurance of punishment, and of a sacri- 
fice, meet here 5 indeed, generally speaking, it was difficult to keep them apart. 
Athanasius throughout lays greater stress on the former; Origen, as a Hellenist, 
on the latter; see Athan., 1. c, 6 — 10, but esp. Ch. XX: u(pst^sT0 TravTcc^ 
x%oQocveiit . . . v%lp ToivTUv rifv dva-tecv xvs(pep6Vy ccvTt 'ravTOJv tov iotVToO vctov sIq 
Q^votTOv TTOcpoc^tBovQi Vvx TOvQ (jtsv TxvTccQ avvTrsvQvvovq xxt s^evQepovQ T)jq otpxotioct; 
Tocpac^aa-saQ Trot^a-y ... 6 ttccvtuv QdvocTO^ ev tu xvptocx^ a-wfjLOCTt IxAifpoi/ro xcct 6 
^xvxTO^ xoct ii (pQopot $t^ TOV a-vvdvTX ?^6yov i%^(^oiviX6ro. $aev^rov yocp ^v p^pe/«, xxi 

Q^VXTOV VT^p 'TXVTUV 'i$St ySvicliXly 7vX to VXpX 'XtkvTWV h^6l?^6fJLBV0V y6V^TM\ c. 

Arian. I. 60, II. 7, 66 sq. 
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in other Greek Fathers of the fourth century. ^ Following the 
estimate formed of the infinite value of the final passion of the 
God-man, ' we constantly find in them also traces, sometimes 
more, sometimes less, distinct, of the thought of substitution in 
connection with satisfaction ; but it remains obscure, ^ nay, it 
is frequently again withdrawn. In other words, it was some- 
times twisted, as already in Irenaeus, into the idea of example 
pure and simple. Thus the Antiochene school especially, who 
held his death to have been a natural event, considered that 
Christ's final passion influenced our freely-formed resolutions, 
but this version is not entirely wanting in any Greek Father. 
Others, e.g., Gregory of Nazianzus, explained that God did not 
demand the sacrifice — or ransom — but received it 5/' ohovof^lxv, * 
In this case, as much as in earlier times, 5/' ohovofji^lccv meant 
"that the Scriptures might be fulfilled**; that is, it was tanta- 
mount to abandoning a direct explanation of the fact itself. 
In any case Cyril of Alexandria shows most clearly the 
vicarious idea of the passion and death of the God-man in 
connection with the whole Christological conception. ' Eusebius* 

^ See esp. Cyril, Catech. XIII. 33, but also the Cappadocians ; cf. Ullmann, 1. c, 
p. 316 ff. 

' Even Cyril of Jerusalem says, 1. c. : ov roo-u^r^ JJv r&v dfjtapru?^^v vi avofjt/oc, 
(ia-ij TOv vTrspocTToQv^a-xovTOQ vi hxxtoa-vvij. ov rocoCrov vnixpro^JLev^ '6(tcv e$iKCU07rp^yiia-sv 
6 TJfv ^vx>iv vT^p iifjtcov TS$sixtaQ. Similarly Chrysostom in the Ep. ad Rom., Horn. 
10, T. X., p. 121. But the idea is emotional, and not the starting-point of a 
philosophical theory. It is different with the Westerns. 

3 The expiation of our guilt is more infrequently thought of than the taking 
over of sin's punishment; that is, guilt is only indirectly referred to. 

* See Ullmann, 1. c, p. 319. 

* The idea of sacrifice falls into the background, which was only to be expected 
in the case of this energetic spokesman of genuine Greek Christian theology. Sub- 
stitution passed naturally into, or rather grew out of, the idea of mystical mediation. 
Because all human nature was purified and transfigured really and physically in 
Christ, he could, regarded as an individual^ be conceived as substitute or xvriKv- 
rpoy\ see Cyril on John I. 29 and Gal. III. 13 Meanwhile Cyril also says that 
Christ outweighed all in merit. For the resf, he does not venture to affirm that 
Christ became a curse, but explains that he endured what one burdened with a 
curse must suffer. Compare also the exposition in the Orat. de recta fide ad reginas 
(Mansi IV., p. 809). The points of voluntariness and substitution were emphasised 
more strongly by orthodox theologians after Cyril, in order not to compromise the 
perfectly hypostatic deification — from the moment of the incarnation — of Christ's 
human nature 
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method of formulating the idea comes nearest Paul's, but it is 
only a paraphrase ; * and the inability of theologians to recognise, 
expose and dispute the differences in their divergent concep- 
tions is the strongest proof that they were not clearly aware of 
the bearing and weight of their own propositions. 

§ 2. Christ as man the Mediator. 

The West, which had a scheme of its own in Christology, 
(see below) also possessed characteristic features in its conception 
of the work of Christ. ^ Here, as in almost all departments of 
activity in the Latin Church, it was of the highest moment 
that Tertullian, the jurist, and Cyprian, the ecclesiastical ruler, 
were the first Latin theologians. Disinclined for philosophical 
and strictly religious speculation, and dominated by a prosaic 
but powerful moralism, the Latins were possessed from the 
first of an impulse to carry religion into the legal sphere. The 
sacred authorities, or the Symbol, were regarded as the "law** 
(}ex) of God ; divine service was the place where the censure of 
God was pronounced; the deity was thought of as judge. 
Father, Son, and Spirit were held to be '' personce'' who 
possessed a common property C^ substantia'^ not "natura'^J. 
Christ as the ^'persona'' who controlled a two-fold "property,** 
one inherited from his Father (his divinity) and one from his 
mother (his humanity). Christ required to be obedient to God, 
and — as Tertullian first said ' and Cyprian repeated — had to 
satisfy God (deo satisfacere). * In this phrase everything was 
comprised: man — the Christian — was to give God that which 
he owed him, i.e., he was to satisfy God*s legal claims. After 
this came the "promereri deum", i.e., rendering services to 
God, gaining God*s favour by our merits. But in Tertullian 

1 Demonstr. X. i: vir'^p ^/uaIv xo^oca-Qst^ xoci rtfiupiocv Jtoo-;^«v, ifv xhroQ fjtiv ovk 
la<PetXevy aAA' iifMsiQ rov TAifflow^ 'hexsv rcov TrsT/iiiiJtfJteP^.ijiJtsvaVy viijuv xfrtoq rijQ r&v 
ccixocpmijcarcov x^pSa-euQ xocria-r^ . . . T»fv iifuv 'rpoa-rertfJtiifjLhiiv xocr^pacv e^* ixvrhv 
i?^xva-ccqy ysvdfjtevoi vT^p iifJL&v xocrccpcc. 

2 See fuller details in ne);t book. Here we only give a sketch. Comp. Wirth, 
Der verdienstbegriff bei Tertullian, 1892. 

3 See Vol. II., p. 294. 

4 This notion was afterwards one of the most common in the West. 
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and Cyprian "satisfacere deo'* meant more precisely to atone 
for wrongs inflicted on God by acts of penitence, and to appease 
him (placare deum, satisfacere deo per hostias: Arnobius). 
Further '' promererV was applied above all to bona opera, works 
(fasting) and alms-giving (Cypr., De oper. et eleemos.). Even 
from the middle of the third century an ecclesiastical system was 
drawn out in the Latin West of works to be rendered to God 
(order of penance) ; * and this system gradually took in, like a 
net, all man's relations to God. It was throughout governed 
by the idea that the magnitude of transgressions and that of 
the works rendered to God, the penitential offerings, were to 
have a strictly legal relation, and, similarly, that what a man's 
merits entitled him to from Gocf had a fixed and regulated 
value. It is not the case, as has been supposed, that this idea 
first arose in the Church in the Romano-German period, and 
is therefore to be described as a result of German criminal 
law. On the contrary, the idea of satisfactiones and merita 
already belonged in its entirety to the Roman age, and during- 
it was strictly worked out. From the days of Tertullian and 
Cyprian the Latins were familiar with the notion that the 
Christian had to propitiate God, that cries of pain, sufferings, 
and deprivations were means, sacrificial means, of expiation, 
that God took strict account of the quantity of the atonement, 
and that, where there was no guilt to be blotted out, those 
very means were represented as merits. All those trivial 
definitions, which betray a low state of legal and moral views, 
and which one would gladly attribute to barbarous nations, 
had become the property of the Church before the incursion 
of the Germans; and Anselm's principle, "Every sin must be 
followed either by satisfaction or punishment"," can be already 
shown in Sulpicius Severus, "^ and corresponds to the thought 
of Cyprian and his successors. ^ 

I It occurs already in Tertullian; but we do not yet perceive its full extent in 
the Church in his time; it has not even the full significance that it possesses in 
Cyprian. 

3 Necesse est ut omne peccatum satisfactio aut poena sequatur. 

3 See Sulp. Sev.j Dial. II. lo: Fornicatio deputetur ad poenanij nisi satisfactione 
purgetur. 

4 For fuller details see a later Vol, 
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But Cyprian also applied the ^^ satis facer e deo'' to Christ him- 
self. As in the Middle Ages the most questionable consequences 
of the theory and practice of penance reacted on the conception 
of Christ's work, so from the time of Cyprian the latter was 
influenced by the view taken of human acts of penitence. His 
suffering and death constituted a sacrifice presented by Christ 
to God in order to propitiate him. This thought, started by 
Cyprian, was never afterwards lost sight of in the West. The 
angry God whom it was necessary to propitiate and of whom the 
Greeks knew so little, became more and more familiar in the 
West. Jewish and Pauline traditions here joined with those of 
Roman law. Hilary is especially clear in combining the sacrifice 
of Christ with the removal of guilt and of punishment. * This 
combination was repeated by Ambrose, ^ Augustine, and the 
great popes of antiquity ; ^ least certainly, perhaps, by August- 

i On Ps. LIII. 12 : " passio suscepta voluntarie est, officio ipsa satisfactura poenali "; 
Ch. 13: " maledictorum se obtulit morti, ut maledictionem legis solveret, hostiam 
se ipsum voluntarie offerendo." Along with this Hilary has the mystical realistic 
theory of the Greeks. 

2 A few passages are given in Forster, Ambrosius, pp. 136 ff., 297 f. The 
^^redimere a culpa'''' is for Ambrose the decisive point. In his work De incam. 
dom. he is never tired of answering the question as to the motive of the incarna- 
tion with the phrase: ^^ut caro^ qua peccaverat^ redimeretur^'' frequently adding 
"« culpaP He also uses very often the word "-^ off err e'' (applied to the death of 
Christ). In Ps. XLYIII., exp. 17, we read: "quae maior misericordia quam quod 
pro nostris flagitiis se prsebuit immolandum, ut sanguine suo mundum levaret, cuius 
peccatum nuUo alio modo potuisset aboleri." See Deutsch, Des Ambrosius Lehre 
von der Sunde und Sundentilgung, 1867. 

3 There are many striking passages in Leo I. in which death is described as 
an expiatory sacrifice which blots out guilt. See, further, Gregory I., Moral. XVII. 
46: "delenda erat culpa, sed nisi per sacrificium deleri non poterat. Quserendum 
erat sacrificium, sed quale sacrificium poterat pro absolvendis hominibus inveniri? 
Neque etenim iustum fuit, ut pro rationali homine brutorum animalium victims 
csederentur . . . Ergo requirendus erat homo . . . qui pro hominibus offerri debuisset, 
ut pro rationali creatura rationalis hostia mactaretur. Sed quid quod homo sine 
peccato inveniri non poterat, et oblata pro nobis hostia quando nos a peccato 
mundare potuisset, si ipsa hostia peccati contagio non careret? Ergo ut rationalis 
esset hostia, homo fuerat offerendus: ut vero a peccatis mundaret hominem, homo 
et sine peccato. Sed quis esset sine peccato homo, si ex peccati commixtione de- 
scenderet. Proinde venit propter nos in uterum virginis filius dei, ibi pro nobis 
factus est homo. Sumpta est ab illo natura, non culpa. Fecit pro nobis sacrificium, 
corpus suum exhibuit pro peccatoribus, victimam sine peccato, quse et humanitate 
mori et iustitia mundare potuisset." 
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ine, who being a Neoplatonic philosopher and profound Christian 
thinker, was also familiar with other and more productive points 
of view. ^ The distinctive nature, however, of this Latin view 
of the work of Christ, as the propitiation of an angry God by 
a sacrificial death, was characteristically expressed in the firmly 
established thought that Christ performed it as man, therefore, 
by means, not of his divine, but of his human attributes.' The 
Latins were shut up to this conclusion. Their views regarding 
the work of Christ had been influenced by the works of 
penance enjoined by the Church, and on the other hand, the 
latter owed their value to the voluntary acceptance of suffering. 
Again, "sacrifices'* in general were something human — God 
does not render, but receives sacrifices. Finally, mankind was 
in God's debt. From all this it necessarily followed that Christ 
in presenting himself as a sacrifice did so as man. But with this 
conclusion the Latins severed themselves from the supreme and 
final interests of Greek piety — for this rather required that the 
deity should have assumed with human nature all the ^^ passiones'' 
of the latter and made them its own. If the rigid Greek con- 

1 Whatever occurs in Ambrose is to be found also in Augustine; for the latter 
has not, so far as I l^now, omitted to use a single thought of the former ; he only 
adds something new. 

2 See Ambrose, De fide III. 5 : " Idem igitur sacerdos, idem et hostia, et sacer- 
dotium tamen et sacrificium humanae condicionis officium est. Nam et agnus ad 
immolandum ductus est et sacerdos erat secundum ordinem Melchisedech." This 
thought recalls Cyprian, although Ambrose has hardly taken it from him; Cypr. 
Ep. LXIII. 14: "Christus lesus dominus et deus noster ipse est summus sacerdos dei 
patris et sacrificium patri se ipsum obtulit." 'The feame idea is repeated in contents 
and form, but rendered more profound, by Augustine (Confess. X. 68, 69, see 
Ritschl, 1. c, I., p. 38): "In quantum enim homo, in tantum mediator; in quantum 
autem verbum, non medius, quia gequalis deo . . . pro nobis deo victor et victor et victima, 
et ideo victor quia victima; pro nobis deo sacerdos et sacrificium; et ideo sacerdos^ 
quia sacrificium;" see De civit. dei IX. 15: "Nee tamen ab hoc mediator est, quia 
verbum, maxime quippe immortale et maxime beatum verbum ionge est a mor- 
talibus miseris; sed mediator per quod homo." Accordingly, not only was that which 
Christ presented in sacrifice human — Ambrose, De incarn. VI.: "ex nobis accepit 
quod proprium offeret pro nobis... sacrificium de nostro obtulit"; but Christ as 
priest and mediator was man. lie had to represent man, and that again only a man 
could do. Very pregnant is the sentence of Ambrose (in Luc. exp. IV. 7) " ut quia 
solvi non queunt divina decreta, persona magis quam sententia mutaretur." That 
is the genuine idea of substitution. Ambrose does not even shrink from saying 
"quia peccata nostra suscepit, peccatum dictus est" (Expos, in Ps. CXIX., X. 14). 
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ception, which, indeed, in after times was full of gaps and in- 
consistencies, represented Christ's sufferings as a whole to be not 
voluntary, but the complete acceptance of the Ensarkosis (life 
in the flesh), yet God is always the subject. * On the whole, 
therefore, the conception of sacrifice is really alien in the view 
of the Greeks to the strict theory of Christ's significance. It 
found its way in through exegesis and the mysteries, and 
threatened the compactness of the dogmatic conception, according 
to which everything that Christ did was summed up in the 
complete assumptio camis (assumption of the flesh). Nor was the 
alien view able to shake the fundamental conception that the 
God-Logos was the subject in all that pertained to Christ. 
Among the Latins, on the other hand, the idea of the atoning 
sacrifice plus substitution is genuine, and has no general theory 

1 The subtle distinction between East and West is accordingly to be defined as 
follows. Both held that the human nature of Christ suffered, for the divine was 
incapable of suffering; but the East taught that the deity suffered through the 
human nature which he had made his own, the West that the man suffered and 
presented his human nature as a sacrifice in death; the latter, however, obtained 
an infinite value, for the deity was associated with it. From this we have two 
consequences. First, the idea of substitution could take root on Greek ground only 
superficially, and in an indefinite form; for the dying God-macis. really represented 
no one, but rather received all really into the plenitude of his divinity; it was 
different in the West. Secondly, the method of computing the value of Christ's 
mortal agony could similarly find no footing in the East; for the deity was the 
subject of the transaction, and precluded all questioning and computing. The striking 
utterances of Orientals as to the supreme value of Christ's work are really there- 
fore only rhetorical (see above). If, on the other hand, the means of atonement under 
discussion, and the substitution are human, the question, of course, arises what 
value these possess, or what value is lent them by the divinity that is behind this 
sacrifice and this priest. We must take the statements of the Latin Fathers more 
literally. Ambrose confesses "Felix ruina quse reparatur in melius" and "Amplius 
nobis profuit culpa quam nocuit: in quo redemptio quidem nostra divinum munus 
invenit. Facta est mihi culpa mea merces redemptionis, per quam mihi Christus 
advenit... Fructuosior culpa quam innocentia; innocentia arrogantem me fecerat — 
and here indeed the paradox becomes nonsensical — culpa subjectum reddidit." 
(Numerous passages are given in Deutsch, 1. c, see also Fdrster, 1. c„pp. 136,297). 
Augustine often repeats and varies this thought, and other Western writers repro- 
duce it from him. "Felix culpa quse tantum et talem meruit habere redemptorem.'* 
Lastly, Leo L preaches (wSerm. LXI. 3) : " validius donum factum est libertatis, quam 
debitum servitutis." Sayings like these, apart from the special pleading in which 
Western writers have always delighted since Tertullian, are to be taken much 
more seriously than if they had come from the East. And in fact momentous 
speculations were certainly instituted by them. 
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against it; for they never were able to rise perfectly to the 
contemplation of Christ's work as the assumptio carnisy an ex- 
pression of the loftiest piety among the Greeks. Those of the 
latter who, like the Antiochenes, either did not share or only 
imperfectly shared the realistic idea of redemption, referred, it 
is worth remarking, the work of Christ, Hke the Latins, to the 
human side of his personality. * 

Great as are the distinctions here — the West did not possess 
in antiquity a definite dogmatic theory as to the atoning work 
of Christ. Greek views exerted their influence ; " and, besides. 
Western Christians were not yet disposed, with a very few ex- 
ceptions, to trouble themselves with thoughts that had no bearing 
on practical life. 

* An affinity exists between the theology of the Antiochenes and Latins — 
esp. pre-Augustinian; but it is greater to a superficial than to a more exact 
observer. The Antiochene conception always had the Alexandrian for a foil; it 
never emancipated itself sufficiently from the latter to set up a perfectly compact 
counter-theology; it was in a sense Greek piety and GvetViheoXogy watered down. 
The Latins did not possess this foil. Their theology must not be gauged by Origen 
and Neoplatonism as if they furnished its starting-point. 

2 So from Hilary down to Augustine. The most important of the Western Fathers 
accepted the Greek idea of the purchase from the devil, although it flatly contra- 
dicted their own doctrine of the atonement; and this proves how uncertain they 
were. The grotesque conception of the role played by the devil at the death of 
Christ, had nevertheless something good about it. It reminded men that every knave 
is a stupid devil, and that the devil is always a stupid knave. 
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APPENDIX ON MANICHiEISM. 

Three great religious systems confronted each other in 
Western Asia and Southern Europe from the close of the third 
century: Neoplatonism, Catholicism and Manichaeism. All three 
may be characterised as the final results of a history, lasting 
for more than a thousand years, of the religious development 
of the civilised peoples from Persia to Italy. In all three the 
old national and particular character of religions was laid aside ; 
they were world-religions of the most universal tendency, and 
making demands which in their consequences transformed the 
whole of human life, public and private. For the national cultus 
they substituted a system which aspired to be theology, theory of 
the universe and science of history, and at the same time em- 
braced a definite ethics, and a ritual of divine service. Formally, 
therefore, the three religions were alike, and they were also similar 
in that each had appropriated the elements of different older 
religions. Further, they showed their similarity in bringing to the 
front the ideas of revelation, redemption, ascetic virtue, and 
immortality. But Neoplatonism was natural religion spiritualised, 
the polytheism of Greece transfigured by Oriental influences and 
developed into pantheism. Catholicism was the monotheistic 
world-religion based on the O. T. and the Gospel, but constructed 
by the aid of Hellenic speculation and ethics. Manichaeism was 
the dualistic world-religion resting on Chaldaeism,* but inter- 
spersed with Christian, Parsi, and perhaps Buddhist thoughts. 
To Manichaeism the Hellenic element was wanting, to Cathol- 
icism the Chaldee and Persian. These three world-religions 

1 See Brandt, Die mandaische Religion, i889(further, Wellhausen intbedeutsch. 
Litt.-Ztg., 1890, No. 41). 
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developed in the course of two centuries (c. A.D. 50 — 250), 
Catholicism coming first and Manichseism last. Catholicism and 
Manichaeism were superior to Neoplatonism for the very reason 
that the latter possessed no founder; it, therefore, developed 
no elemental force, and never lost the character of being an 
artificial creation. Attempts which were made to invent a founder 
for it naturally failed. But, even apart from the contents of its 
religion, Catholicism was superior to Manichaeism, because its 
founder was venerated not merely as the bearer of revelation, 
but as the Redeemer in person and the Son of God. The fight 
waged by Catholicism with Neoplatonism had been already 
decided about the middle of the fourth century, although the 
latter continued to hold its ground in the Greek Empire for 
almost two centuries longer. As against Manichaeism the Catholic 
Church was certain of victory from the beginning; for at the 
moment when Manichaeism disputed its supremacy, it became 
the privileged State Church. But its opponent did not suffer 
itself to be annihilated; it lasted till far into the Middle Ages 
in East and West, though in various modifications and forms. 

Authorities — (a) Oriental, 

1. Mohammedan. — Among our sources for the history of 
Manichaeism the Oriental are the most important ; of these the 
Mohammedan, though comparatively late, are distinguished by 
the excellence of the tradition and their impartiality, and must 
be given the first place, since in them old Manichaean writings 
are employed, and we possess no other originals of this sort 
belonging to the third century, except a few short and rather 
unimportant fragments. At the head stands Abulfaragius, Fihrist 
(c. 980), see the edition by Fliigel and the work of the latter : 
"Mani, seine Lehre und seine Schriften," 1862; further, Shah- 
rastani, Kitab al-milal wan-nuhal (12th century), see edition by 
Cureton and German translation by Haarbriicker, 1851; some 
notes and extracts in Tabari (loth century), al-Biruni (nth 
century), Ibn al-Murtada (see Kessler, Mani, T., p. 346 ff.), and 
other Arabian and Persian historians. 

2. Christian. — Of Eastern Christians we learn n^ost from 
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Ephraem Syrus (+373) in various writings, and in a tractate on 
the subject edited by Overbcck ; from Esnik, the Armenian (see 
Zeitschr. f. d. hist. TheoL, 1840, II.; Langlois, Collection, etc., 
II., p. 395 sq.), who wrote in the fifth century against Marcion 
and Mani; and from the Alexandrian Patriarch Eutychius(-f- 9 16) 
who composed a chronicle (ed. by Pococke, 1628). Besides this, 
separate pieces of information occur in Aphraates (4th century), 
Barhebraeus (Arab, and Syr. 13th century) and others. 

(b) Greek and Latin. 

The earliest mention of the Manichaeans in the Roman or 
Greek empire occurs in an edict of Diocletian (see Hanel, Cod. 
Gregor. tit. XV.), which is held by some not to be genuine, 
and by others is dated A.D. 287, 290, 296, or 308 (so Mason, 
The Persec. of Dioclet., p. 275 sq.). Eusebius gives a brief 
account (H. E. VII. 31). The main authority, however, for 
Greek and Roman writers was the Acta Archelai, which though 
not what they pretended to be, namely, an account of a dis- 
putation between Mani and Bishop Archelaus of Cascar in 
Mesopotamia, yet contain much that is reliable, esp. as to the 
doctrine of Mani, and also embrace Manichaean fragments. 
The Acts, which for the rest consist of various documents, 
originated at the beginning of the fourth century (in Edessa?). 
Jerome maintains (De vir. inl. 72) that they were originally 
composed in Syria (so also Kessler); but Noldeke (Ztschr. d. 
deutsch. morgenl. Gesellsch. vol. 43, p. 537 ff.) and Rahlfs have 
disproved Kessler's arguments (Gott. Gel. Anz., 1889, No. 23). 
They have made it very probable that the Acts, while they may 
have been based on Syrian sources, were originally written in 
Greek. They were soon afterwards translated into Latin. We 
only possess this version (Edited by Zacagni, 1698; Routh, 
Reliq. S. Vol. V., 1848); of the Greek version small fragments 
have been preserved (see on the Acta Archelai the discussions 
by Zittwitz in the Zeitschr. f. die histor. TheoL, 1873, and the 
Dissertation by Oblasinski, Acta disp. Arch, et Manetis, 1874, 
In the form in which we now have them, they are a compilation 
largely edited on the pattern of the Clementine Homilies). The 



Digitized by 



Google 



MANICH^ISM 319 

Acta were made use of by Cyril of Jerusalem (Catech. VI.), 
Epiphanius (Hser. 66) and very many others. All Greek and ' 
Latin students of heresy have put the Manichaeans in their 
catalogues; but they only rarely give any original information 
about them (see Theodoret Haer. fab. I. 26). 

Important matter occurs in the decrees of Councils from the 
fourth century (see Mansi, Acta Concil., and Hefele, Concilien- 
geschichte, Vols. I. — III.), and in the controversial writings of 
Titus of Bostra (4th century, in Syriac after a MS. of A.D. 411) 
Trphg Mxvtx^iovg (edit, by de Lagarde, 1859), and Alexander of 
Lycopolis, Aiyoq Trpog rxq Mxvixo^iov ^o^xq (edit, by Combefis.). 
Of Byzantines, John of Damascus (De haeres and Dial.) and 
Photius (cod. 179 Biblioth.) deserve special mention; see also 
the Manichsean form of oath in ToUii insignia itiner. ital. p. 
126 sq., and in Cotelier, P. P. App. 0pp. I. p. 543; further, 
Rahlfs, I.e. The controversy with the Paulicians and Bogomilians, 
who were frequently identified with the Manichaeans, renewed 
the interest in the latter. In the West the works of Augustine 
are the great repository for our knowledge of the Manichaeans : — 
** Contra epistolam Manichaei, quam vocant fundamenti *', " Contra 
Faustum Manichaeum", "Contra Fortunatum **, "Contra Adim- 
antum '\ " Contra Secundinum ", ** De actis cum Felice Manichaeo", 
" De genesi c. Manichaeos '*, '* De natura boni *', " De duabus anim- 
abus", "De utilitate credendi", "De moribus eccl. Cathol. et 
de moribus Manichaeorum **, "De vera religione", "De haeres.*' 
But the more complete the view of Manichaeism to be obtained 
from these writings, the more cautious we must be in our 
generalisations; for the Manichaeism of the West undoubtedly 
received Christian elements which were wanting in its original 
and oriental form. 

Manis Life. 

Mani (M^v;^^; Manes, M^i//%^7<?^, Manichaeus — the name has 
not yet been explained; it is not even known whether it is of 
Persian or Semitic origin) is said, as the Acta Archelai inform 
us, to have been originally called "Cubricus". Nothing re- 
liable was ever known as to his life in the Romano-Greek 
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empire ; for the account in the Acta Archelai is wholly biassed 
and untrustworthy. Even if criticism succeeded in pointing out 
the sources from which it was derived, in discovering the ten- 
dencies that were at work, and in thus sifting out portions that 
were tenable, yet it could only do so by depending on the 
comparatively trustworthy Oriental Mohammedan tradition. We 
must therefore examine the latter alone. According to it, Mani 
was a Persian of distinguished birth belonging to Mardin. The 
date of his birth is uncertain; Kessler holds the statement in 
Biruni to be reliable, that he was born in anno 527 of the era 
of the Babylonian astronomers, />., A.D. 215 — 216. He re- 
ceived a careful education from his father Fatak (UxriKiog) at 
Ctesiphon. Since the father afterwards adhered to the confession 
of the " Moghtasilah ", the Baptists, in southern Babylonia, the 
son was also brought up in their religious doctrines and prac- 
tices. The Baptists (see the Fihrist) were probably not uncon- 
nected with the Elkesaites and Hemerobaptists, and were in 
any case allied to the Mandaeans. It is not improbable that 
this Babylonian sect had adopted Christian elements. The boy 
accordingly became early acquainted with very different forms 
of religion. If even a small proportion of the narratives about 
his father rest on truth — the greater number being certainly 
only Manichaean legends — he had already introduced his son 
into the religious medley, out of which the Manichaean system 
arose. Manichaean tradition tells us that Mani received revel- 
ations, and took up a critical attitude towards religious instruc- 
tion, even when a boy. But it is all the less trustworthy, as it 
also relates that he was forbidden to ventilate publicly his new 
religious knowledge. It was only when he was from 25 to 30 
years of age that he began to preach his new religion at the 
court of the Persian king, Sapores I.— on the day, it is stated, 
of the king's coronation, A.D. 241 — 242. A Persian tradition 
says that he was previously a Christian presbyter, but this, in 
any case, is wrong. Mani did not remain long in Persia, but 
undertook long journeys for the purpose of spreading his religion, 
and he also sent out disciples. According to the Acta Archelai, 
his missionary activity extended into the West, into the terri- 
tory of the Christian Church; but it is certain from Oriental 
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sources that his work was rather carried on in Transoxania, 
Western China, and southwards into India. His labours met 
with success there as well as in Persia. Like Mohammed after 
him, and the founder of the Elkesaites before him, he pro- 
claimed himself the last and greatest of the prophets, whose 
revelation of God surpassed all that had been given till then, 
the latter being allowed only a relative value. He instituted 
the absolute religion. In the last years of the reign of Sapores I. 
(c. A.D. 270) Mani returned to the Persian capital, and gained 
adherents even at the court. Naturally, however, the ruling priestly 
caste of the Magi, on whom the king was compelled to lean, 
were hostile to him, and after a few successes Mani was taken 
prisoner and driven into exile. The successor of Sapores, 
Hormuz (272 — 273), seems to have been favourable to him, 
but Bahram I. abandoned him to the fanaticism of the Magi, 
and had him crucified at the capital, A.D. 276 — 277. His dead 
body was skinned; and his adherents were dreadfully perse- 
cuted by Bahram. 

Muni's Writings. 

Mani himself composed very many writings and epistles, of 
which a large proportion were still known to the Mohammedan 
historians, but which are now all lost. The later heads of the 
Manichaean Churches also wrote religious tractates, so that the 
ancient Manichaean literature must have been very extensive. 
According to the Fihrist, Mani made use of the Persian and 
Syriac languages; he invented, however, like the Oriental Mar- 
cionites before him, an alphabet of his own which the Fihrist 
has transmitted to us. In this alphabet the sacred works of 
the Manichaeans were afterwards written. The Fihrist enumer- 
ates seven principal works by Mani, six in Syriac and one in 
Persian ; as to some of them we possess statements also in Titus 
of Bostra, Epiphanius, Augustine, and Photius, as well as in 
the oath-formula and the Acta Archelai. We have (i) The 
Book of mysteries : see Acta Archelai ; it contained discussions 
with the Christian sects which were spreading in the East, 
especially the Marcionites and Bardesanians, as well as with 
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their conception of the Old and New Testaments. (2) The 
Book of Giants (demons? probably in connection with Gen. VI.)- 
(3) The Book of Regulations, for the hearers, — apparently iden- 
tical with the "epistula fundamenti" of Augustine and the 
'*Book of the Chapters'* of Epiphanius and the Acta Archelai. 
It was the most extensively circulated and popular of Mani- 
chaean works, and was also translated into Greek and Latin — 
being a brief summary of the whole fundamentally authoritative 
doctrine. (4) The Book Schahpurakan. Fliigel was unable to 
explain this title; according to Kessler, it means "Epistle to 
King Sapores**. This tractate contained eschatological teaching. 
(5) The Book of quickening. It is identified by Kessler with 
the ** Thesaurus (vitae)'* of the Acta Archelai, Epiphanius, Pho- 
tius, and Augustine ; in that case it was also in use among the 
Latin Manichaeans. (6) The Book TrpxyfixTsix — contents un- 
known. (7)— In the Persian language; a book whose title is not 
stated in the Fihrist, as we have it, but which is probably- 
identical with the **Holy Gospel*' of the Manichaeans; see the 
Acta Archelai and many witnesses. This was the work set up 
by the Manichaeans in opposition to the Gospels of the Church. 
Besides these main works, Mani wrote a great number of shorter 
tractates and letters. The epistolography was then established 
by his successors. These Manichaean treatises were also familiar 
in the Graeco-Roman empire and existed in collections — see the 
l3i(3x!ov iTTKTToKuv in the oath-formula; and an "epistula ad vir- 
ginem Menoch" in Augustine. Fabricius has collected the Greek 
fragments of Manichaean epistles in the Bibliotheca Graeca VII. 2, 
p. 311 sq. There also existed a Manichaean Bpok of ** memoirs " 
and one of "prayers" in the Greek language, as well as many 
others (e,£^., the "Canticum Amatorium" cited by Augustine), 
all of which, however, , were destroyed by Christian Bishops in 
alliance with the magistracy. A Manichaean Epistle to one 
Marcellus has been preserved to us in the Acta Archelai. Zitt- 
witz supposes that this letter was much fuller in its original 
form, and that the author of the Acts has borrowed from it 
the material for the speeches which he makes Mani deliver in 
the discussion. The same scholar refers the account of Turbo 
in the Acts and their historical statements (in section 4) to the 
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writing of a Turbo of Mesopotamia, a Manichaean renegade and 
Christian. But on this point it is at least possible to hold a 
different opinion. 

Mams Doctrine. The Manichcean System. 

Clearly as the main features of the Manichaean doctrine can 
be presented even at the present day, and certain as it is that 
Mani himself published a complete system, yet many details 
are uncertain, being differently described in different places, 
and it often remains doubtful what the original doctrinal view 
of the founder was. 

The Manichaean system of religion was a consistent and 
uncompromising dualism, in the form of a fanciful view of 
nature. No distinction was drawn between the physical and 
ethical : in this respect the character of the system was thoroughly 
materialistic ; for Mani's identification of the good with light, 
and the bad with darkness, was not merely figurative. The 
light was really the only good, and darkness the only bad. 
Hence it followed, that religious knowledge could be nothing 
but the knowledge of nature and its elements, and that 
redemption consisted exclusively in a physical deliverance of 
the fractions of light from darkness. But under such circum- 
stances, ethics became a doctrine of abstinence from all elements 
arising from the realm of darkness. 

The self-contradictory character of the present world formed 
for Mani the starting-point of his speculation. But the incon- 
sistency appeared to him to be primarily elemental, and only 
secondarily ethical, in so far as he regarded the material side 
of man as an emanation from the bad parts of nature. From 
the self contradictory character of the world he inferred two 
beings, originally wholly separate from each other, — light and 
darkness. Both were, however, to be thought of after the 
analogy of a kingdom. The light appeared as the good 
Primeval Spirit— God, shining in the ten (twelve) virtues of 
love, faith, fidelity, magnanimity, wisdom, gentleness, know- 
ledge, intelligence, mystery, and insight. It also manifested 
itself in the heaven and earth of light with their guardians, the 
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glorious iEons. The darkness, similarly, was a spiritual realm: 
more correctly, it was represented in a spiritual, or feminine, 
personification; but it had no "God" at its head. It embraced 
an "earth of darkness". As the earth of light had five dis- 
tinguishing features— the gentle breeze, cooling wind, bright 
light, cheering fire, and clear water — so also the earth of 
darkness had five— fog, fiery heat, burning wind, darkness, and 
damp. Satan with his demons was born from the realm of 
darkness. From eternity the two realms stood opposed. They 
came into contact on one side, but they did not mingle. Then 
Satan began to storm, and made an attack on the realm, the 
earth, of light. The God of light, with his Syzygos (mate) "the 
spirit of his right hand", now generated the Primeval man, and 
sent him, equipped with the five pure elements, to fight against 
Satan. But Satan proved himself the stronger. Primeval man 
was defeated for a moment. Now indeed the God of light 
himself marched forth, utterly defeated Satan by the help of 
new iEons — the spirit of life, etc. — and delivered the Primeval 
man. But a part of the light of the latter had already been 
robbed by darkness, the five dark elements had already min- 
gled with the generations of light. The Primeval man could 
only descend into the abyss and hinder the increase of the 
dark "generations" by cutting off their roots; but the elements 
once mixed he could never again separate. The mixed elements 
were the elements of the present visible world. This was 
fashioned out of them at the command of the God of light ; 
the formation of the world was itself the first step in the 
redemption of the imprisoned portions of light. The world 
itself was represented as an ordered chain of different heavens 
and different earths, which was borne and supported by the 
y£ons, the angels of light. In sun and moon, which fi'om their 
nature were almost wholly pure, it possessed great reservoirs, 
in which the rescued portions of light were stored. In the sun 
Primeval man himself dwelt along with the holy spirits, who 
pursued the work of redemption; in the moon the Mother of 
life was throned. The twelve signs of the zodiac constituted 
an artificial machine, a great wheel with buckets which poured 
the portions of light delivered from the world into the moon 
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and sun, the illuminating vessels swimming in space. There 
they were purified anew, and finally reached God himself in 
the realm of pure light. The later Manichaeans of the West 
designated the portions of light scattered in the world — in 
elements and organisms — and waiting for redemption, "Jesus 
patibilis.** 

Now it is characteristic of the materialistic and unhuman 
character of the system, that while the construction of the world 
is regarded as the work of the good spirits, the creation of man 
is referred to the princes of darkness. The first man, Adam, 
was begotten by Satan in conjunction with '* sin,** "greed** and 
"lust.'* But the spirit of darkness conjured into him all the 
portions of light which he had robbed, in order to make more 
certain of his power to rule over them. Adam was accordingly 
a divided being, created in the image of Satan, but bearing the 
stronger spark of light within him. Eve was associated with him 
by Satan. She was seductive sensuousness, although even she 
had a tiny spark of light in her. If the first human beings thus 
stood under the rule of Satan, yet from the very first the glorious 
spirits took an interest in them. These sentiEons — ^.^., Jesus — 
down to them, who instructed them as to their nature, and 
warned Adam especially against the senses. But the first man 
fell a victim to sexual lust. Cain and Abel, indeed, were not 
sons of Adam, but of Satan and Eve ; but Seth was the light- 
possessed offspring of Adam and Eve. Thus arose mankind, 
among whose individual members light was very variously dis- 
tributed. It was always stronger, however, in men than women. 
Now the demons sought in the course of history to bind men 
to themselves through sensuality, error, and false religions, which 
included above all the religion of Moses and the prophets, while 
the spirits of light continued their process of distillation, in order 
to obtain the pure light in the world. But they could only 
deliver men by giving the true Gnosis as to nature and its 
powers, and by recalling them from the service of darkness and 
sensuousness. For this purpose prophets, preachers of the true 
knowledge, were sent into the world. Mani himself appears, in 
accordance with the example set by Gnostic Jewish Christians, 
to have held Adam, Noah, and Abraham, and perhaps Zoroaster 
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and Buddha to have been such prophets. Probably Jesus was 
also considered by him to have been a prophet come down 
from the world of light; not, however, the historical Jesus, but 
a contemporary, seemingly human, Jesus who neither suffered 
nor died (Jesus impatibilis). Some Manichaeans taught that Primeval 
man himself, as Christ, spread the true Gnosis. But in any case 
Mani was held, as he claimed, to be the last and greatest pro- 
phet, having taken up the work of "Jesus impatibilis," and of Paul, 
who is also recognised, and having been the first to bring 
complete knowledge. He was the "guide," the "ambassador of 
the light," the "Paraclete." Only by his labours and those of 
his "imitators, the Elect," was the separation of light from 
darkness accomplished. The process by which the unfettered 
parts of light finally ascend to the God of light himself are 
very fancifully elaborated. He who has not succeeded in becoming 
elect in his life-time, has not completely redeemed himself, has 
to pass through severe purifications in the future state, until he 
also is gathered to the blessedness of the light. A doctrine of 
transmigration of souls has, however, been erroneously imputed 
to the Manichaeans. Bodies fall naturally, like the souls of un- 
redeemed men, to the powers of darkness. But those souls, 
according at least to the oldest conception, contain no light at 
all ; a later view, adapted to the Christian, taught that the parts 
of light existing in them were really lost. Finally, when the 
elements of light are delivered — completely, or as far as possible — 
the end of the world takes place. All glorious spirits assemble, 
the God of light himself appears, accompanied by the ^Eons 
and the perfectly righteous. The angels who uphold the world 
withdraw from their burden, and everything collapses. An 
enormous conflagration destroys the world : once more the two 
powers are completely severed: high above is the realm of light 
restored to its perfect state, low down is the darkness (now 
powerless?). 

EtkicSy Social Constitution and Cultus of the Manichceans. 

The only possible ethics based on this doctrine of the world 
were dualistic and ascetic. But as it was not only considered 
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necessary to escape from darkness, but also to cherish, strengthen, 
and purify the parts of light, the ethics were not merely negative. 
They aimed not at suicide, but at preservation. Yet in practice 
they assumed a thoroughly ascetic form. The Manichaean had to 
abstain above all from sensuous enjoyment. He was to deny 
himself to it by means of three seals: the signaculum oris, 
manus, and sinus (the seal of the mouth, hand, and breast). 
The signaculum oris forbade any use of unclean food, as well 
as impure talk ; unclean were all animal flesh, wine etc. ; vege- 
table food was permitted, because plants contained more light; 
but the destruction of plants, even the plucking of fruits or 
breaking of twigs, was not allowed. The sign, manus prevented 
any occupation with things, in so far as they contained elements 
of darkness. Finally, the sign, sinus forbade especially any 
satisfaction of sexual desire, and therefore prohibited marriage. 
Besides, life was regulated by an extremely rigorous list of 
fasts. Fast-days were selected in obedience to certain astronom- 
ical conjunctures. Moreover, men fasted, i.e,, held holiday, regu- 
larly on Sunday, and generally also on Monday. The number 
of fast-days amounted almost to a quarter of the year. Times 
of prayer were appointed just as exactly. Four times a day 
had the Manichaean to utter prayers; and these were preceded 
by ablutions. He who prayed turned to the sun or moon, or 
to the North as the seat of light. Yet the inference that the 
Manichaeans worshipped the sun and moon themselves is wrong. 
The Fihrist has preserved some Manichaean forms of prayer. 
They were directed to the God of light, the whole realm of 
light, the glorious angels and Mani himself, who is addressed 
in them as "the great tree in whom is all healing." According 
to Kessler, these prayers are closely allied to the Mandaean 
and ancient Babylonian hymns. 

An asceticism so minute and strict as that demanded by 
Manichaeism, ^ could only be practised thoroughly by a few. 
The religion would, therefore, have been compelled to forego 
an extensive propaganda, had it not conceded a morality of 
two kinds. A distinction was accordingly drawn within the 

* It also professed imitation of the apostolic life ; see Raumer's note on Confess. 
Aug. VI. 7 (12). 
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community between the **Electi** (perfecti), the perfect Mani- 
chaeans, and the Catechumeni (auditores), the secular Mani- 
chaeans. Only the former submitted to all the demands imposed 
by the religion; for the latter the regulations were relaxed. 
They required to avoid idolatry, witchcraft, greed, lying, 
fornication, etc.; above all, they must kill no living creature — 
keeping Manias ten commandments. They were to renounce 
the world as far as possible; but they lived in fact very much 
like their fellow-citizens of other faiths. We have here, 
accordingly, substantially the same state of matters as in the 
Catholic Church, where a twofold morality also prevailed, viz., 
that of the religious orders and of the secular Christians. The 
only difference was that the position of the Electi was still 
more distinguished than that of the monks. For the Christian 
monks never wholly forgot that redemption was a gift of God 
through Christ, while the Manichaean Electi were really them- 
selves redeemers ; therefore it was the duty of the Auditores to 
pay the deepest veneration and render the greatest services to 
the Electi. These perfect beings, as they languished away in 
their asceticism, were admired and cherished most devotedly. 
Analogous is the reverence paid by Catholics to the saints, 
and by Neoplatonists to the "philosophers," but the prestige 
of the Manichaean Electi surpassed that of both. Foods were 
brought to them in abundance; by using them the Electi 
delivered the parts of light from the plants. They prayed for 
the Auditores, they blessed and interceded for them, thereby 
abbreviating the purgatory through which the latter had to 
pass after death. And the Electi alone possessed complete 
knowledge of religious truths — it was otherwise in Catholicism. 
The distinction between Electi and Auditores did not, how- 
ever, constitute the whole idea of the Manichaean Church ; it 
possessed a hierarchy also. This fell into three grades, so that 
altogether there were five in the religious constitution. In its 
fivefold division the social order was conceived to be a copy 
of the numbers of the realm . of light. At the head stood the 
Teachers (**the sons of gentleness "= Mani and his successors) ; 
these were followed by the Administrators (*'• sons of knowledge" 
=: the Bishops); then the Elders ("sons of understanding" = the 
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presbyters); the Electi ("sons of mystery**); and finally the 
Auditores (**sons of insight'*). The number of Electi was at all 
times small. According to Augustine, there were twelve Teachers 
and seventy-two Bishops, One of the Teachers appears to have 
stood as president at the head of the whole Manichaean Church. 
At least Augustine speaks of such an one, and the Fihrist also 
knows of a supreme head over all Manichaeans. The constitution 
accordingly had here also a monarchical head. 

The cultus of the Manichaeans must have been very simple, 
and have consisted essentially of prayers, hymns, and ceremonies 
of adoration. This simple divine service promoted the secret spread 
of the doctrine. Besides, the Manichaeans seem, at least in the 
West, to have adhered to the Church*s order of festivals. The 
Electi celebrated special festivals ; but the chief one common to 
all was the **Bema'* (Bijfix), the festival of the "doctoral chair,*' 
in memory of the death of Mani, in the month of March. Be- 
lievers prostrated themselves before a decorated, but vacant 
chair, erected on a pedestal with five steps. Long fasts accom- 
panied the festival. Christian and Mohammedan writers were able 
to learn little concerning the mysteries and "sacraments*' of the 
Manichaeans; the Christians therefore raised the charge that 
obscene rites and repulsive practices were observed. But it may 
be held certain that the later Manichaean mysteries were solem- 
nised after the style of Christian Baptism and the Lord's Supper. 
They may have been based on old rites and ceremonies instituted 
by Mani himself, and descended from natural religion. 

T/ie Historical Position of Manickceism. 

In the present state of the inquiry it is made out, and the 
account given above will also have shown, that Manichaeism did 
not rise on the soil of Christianity. We would even be better 
justified if we were to call Mohammedanism a Christian sect; 
for Mohammed approaches the Jewish and Christian religions 
incomparably more closely than Mani. Kessler has the credit of 
having shown that the ancient Babylonian religion, the original 
source of all the Gnosis of Western Asia, was the foundation 
of the Manichaean system. The opinion formerly held is accord- 
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ingly wrong, viz., that Manichaeism was a reformation on the 
ground of Parsiism, a modification of Zoroastrianism under the 
influence of Christianity. It was rather a religious creation be- 
longing to the circle of Semitic religions: it was the Semitic 
nature-religion lifted out of national limitations, modified by 
Christian and Persian elements, raised to the level of Gnosis, 
and transforming human life by strict rules. But when we have 
perceived this, we have only obtained a very general explana- 
tion of the origin of Manichaeisn^. The question rises, through 
what means and to what extent Mani adopted Persian and 
Christian elements, and further, in which form the nature-religion 
of ancient Babylonia was made use of by him. 

Now as regards the latter point, it is well known that the 
Semitic nature-religions had been taken up, centuries before 
Mani, by isolated enthusiastic or speculative heads, had been 
philosophically deepened and remodelled into "systems'*, in 
support of which missions were conducted by means of mysteri- 
ous cults. Mani*s enterprise was accordingly nothing new, but 
was rather the last in a long series of similar attempts. Even 
the earlier ones, from Simon Magus the Samaritan down, had 
adopted Christian elements to a greater or less extent, and the 
Christian Gnostic scholastic sects of Syria and Western Asia 
all pointed back to ancient Semitic nature-religions, which were 
transformed by them into a philosophy of the world and of life. 
But in particular the doctrines of the Babylonian sect of Mogh- 
tasilah, which were indeed influenced also by Christianity, seem 
to have afforded Mani material for his religio-philosophical specu- 
lation. The religion of this sect was not, however, purely Semi- 
tic (see the treatise by Kessler on the Mandaeans in the Real- 
Encyklopaedia fiir prot. Theol. u. Kirche, 2 Ed., Vol. IX., 
p. 205 ff*. ; the Mandaeans were allied to the Moghtasilah, Brandt, 
1. c). From this source sprang the rigid dualism on which Mani's 
system was based; for the ancient Persian religion was not in 
principle dualistic, but in its ultimate foundation Monistic, since 
Ahriman was created by Ormuzd. However, ancient Persian 
theologoumena were employed by Mani. Even the designation 
of the antitheses as ** light" and "darkness** was hardly inde- 
pendent of Parsiism, and elsewhere in Manichaeism there occur 
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technical terms taken from the Persian religion. Whether Mani's 
idea of redemption goes back to the ancient Babylonian religion 
or to Zoroastrianism, I do not venture to decide; the idea of 
the "Prophet** and the "Primeval man** is at all events Semitic. 
It is very difficult to determine how far Mani*s acquaintance, 
with Christianity went, and how much he borrowed from it; 
further, through what agencies Christian knowledge reached 
him. In any case, in those regions where Manichaeism was set- 
tled and where it came more closely into contact with Christi- 
anity, it was at a later stage influenced by the latter. Western 
Manichaeans of the fourth and fifth centuries were much more 
"Christian** than those of the East. In this respect the system 
passed through the same development as Neoplatonism. As 
regards Mani himself, it is safest to suppose that he held Juda- 
ism as well as Christianity to be entirely false religions. But 
if he not only characterised himself as the Paraclete — and it is 
probable that he originated this use of the title — but also ad- 
mitted "Jesus** to so high a role in his system, we can hardly 
explain this otherwise than by supposing that he distinguished 
between Christianity and Christianity. The religion which eman- 
ated from the historical Christ was to him as objectionable as 
that Christ himself and as Judaism ; i,e,, Catholicism was to him 
a diabolical religion. But he distinguished the Jesus of dark- 
ness from the Jesus of light, who wrought contemporaneously 
with the other. This distinction agrees as strikingly with that 
' of the Gnostic Basilides, as the criticism of the O. T. conducted 
by Manichaeism with that of the Marcionites ; (see even the Acta 
Archelai in which Marcion's antitheses are placed in Mani*s 
lips). Finally, Manichaean doctrines show agreement with those 
of the Christian Elkesaites; yet it is possible, nay, probable, 
that the latter are to be derived from the common ancient 
Semitic source, and therefore they do not come further into 
consideration. Mani*s historical relation to Christianity will 
therefore be as follows: from Catholicism, with which in all 
probability he was not very accurately acquainted, Mani borrowed 
nothing, rejecting it rather as a devilish error. On the other 
hand, he regarded Christianity in the form which it had assumed 
in the Basilidian and Marcionite sects (also among the Barde- 
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sanians ?) as a relatively valuable and correct religion. But from 
them, as also from the Persians, he took hardly anything but 
names, and perhaps, besides, what criticism he had of the O. T. 
and Judaism. His lofty estimate of Paul (and his epistles?), 
as well as his express rejection of the Acts of the Apostles, 
also point to influences due to Marcionitism. He seems to have 
recognised and to have interpreted in accordance with his own 
teaching a part of the historical matter of the Gospel. 

Finally, the question further rises whether Buddhistic elements 
are not to be observed in Manichaeism. The majority of later 
scholars since F. Chr. Baur have answered this question in the 
affirmative. According to Kessler, Mani used Buddha's teaching, 
at least for his ethics. There is no doubt that he took long 
journeys to India, and was familiar with Buddhism. The occur- 
rence of the name of Buddha (Budda) in the legend about Mani 
and perhaps in his own writings points to the fact that the 
founder of this religion concerned himself with Buddhism. But 
what he borrowed from it for his own doctrine must have been 
very unimportant. On a closer comparison we find that the differ- 
ence between the two faiths is in all their main doctrines very 
great, and that the resemblances are almost always merely 
accidental. This is true even as regards morality and asceticism. 
There is no point in Manichaeism for whose explanation we need 
have recourse to Buddhism. Under such circumstances any 
relationship between the two religions remains a bare possibility ; 
nor has the investigation of Geyler raised this possibility to a 
probability (Das System des Manichaismus und sein Verhaltniss 
zum Buddhismus, Jena 1875). 

How are we to explain the fact that Manichaeism spread so 
rapidly and really became a world -religion? The answer has 
been given that it was because it was the complete Gnosis, the 
fullest, most consistent, and most artistic system based on the 
ancient Babylonian religion (so Kessler). This explanation is not 
sufficient, for no religion makes an impression mainly by its 
doctrinal system, however complete that may be. But it is also 
incorrect, for the older Gnostic systems were not more meagre 
than the Manichaean. What rather gave Manichaeism its strength 
was, above all, the combination of ancient mythology and a rigid 
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materialistic dualism zvith an extremely simple^ spiritual cultus, 
and a strict morality ; this was supplemented by the personality 
of the founder (of which indeed we know little enough). If we 
compare it with the Semitic nature-religions, it is obvious that 
it retained their mythologies, transformed into "doctrines," but 
did away with the whole sensuous cultus, substituting a spiritual 
worship as well as a strict morality. Thus it was capable of 
satisfying the new wants of an old world. It offered revelation, 
redemption, moral virtue, and immortality, spiritual blessings, 
on the ground of nature-religion. Further, the simple and yet 
firm constitution calls for attention which Mani himself gave 
to his institution. The learned and the ignorant, the enthusiast 
and the man of the world, could here find a welcome, no one 
had more laid upon him than he could and would bear; more- 
over, each was attracted and secured by the prospect of reaching 
a higher stage, while those who were gifted were besides promised 
that they would require to submit to no authority, but would 
be led by pure reason to God. As this religion was thus adapted, 
perhaps beforehand, to individual needs, it was also capable of 
continuously appropriating what was foreign. Furnished from the 
first with fragments of different religions, it could increase or 
diminish its store, without breaking its own elastic structure. 
But a great capacity for adaptation was quite as necessary to 
a world-religion, as a divine founder in whom men could see 
and venerate the supreme revelation of God himself. While 
Manichaeism in fact knew of no redeemer, although it gave Mani 
this title ; while it only recognised a physical and Gnostic process 
of redemption; yet in Mani it possessed the chief prophet of God. 
If we notice, finally, that Manichaeism presented a simple, 
apparently profound, and yet easy, solution of the problem of 
good and evil, which had become especially burdensome in the 
second and third centuries, we have named the most important 
phenomena which explain its rapid extension. 

Sketch of the History of Manichceism, 

Manichaeism first got a firm footing in the East, in Persia, 
Mesopotamia, and Transoxania. The persecutions which it had 
to endure did not hinder its extension. The seat of the Mani- 
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chaean Pope was for centuries in Babylon, and afterwards in 
Samarcand. Even after Islam had conquered the East, Mani- 
chaeism held its ground; it even seems to have spread still 
further owing to the Mohammedan conquest, and it gained 
secret adherents among the Mohammedans themselves. The 
doctrine and discipline of the Manichaean Church underwent 
little change in the East, it especially did not there approach 
much nearer the Christian religion. But it experienced attempts 
at reform several times; for, as was natural, its ** Auditores** 
readily became secularised. These attempts also led temporarily 
to schisms and the formation of sects. At the close of the 
tenth century, the time when the Fihrist was written, the Mani- 
chaeans had been already expelled from the cities in Mesopo- 
tamia and Persia, and had withdrawn into the villages. But in 
Turkestan and up to the borders of China, there existed numer- 
ous Manichaean communities, nay, even whole tribes which had 
adopted the religion of Mani. Probably the great Mongolian 
migrations first put an end to Manichaeism in Central Asia. 
But in India, on the coasts of Malabar, there were Manichaeans 
even in the fifteenth century, side by side with Thomist Christ- 
ians (see Germann, Die Thomaschristen, 1875). Manichaeism first 
penetrated into the Graeco-Roman Empire about A.D. 280, in 
the time of the Emperor Probus (see Eusebius. Chronicon). If 
we may hold Diocletian's edict against the Manichaeans to be 
genuine, they already had a firm footing in the West at the 
beginning of the fourth century ; but Eusebius did not know 
the sect accurately as late as about A.D. 325. It was only 
after about A.D. 330 that the religion spread rapidly in the 
Roman Empire. Its adherents were recruited, on the one hand, 
from the ancient Gnostic sects, especially the Marcionites, 
Manichaeism having, besides, strongly influenced the develop- 
ment of the Marcionite Churches in the fourth century. On the 
other hand, it gained followers from the great number of the 
"cultured", who sought for a "rational" and yet to some ex- 
tent Christian, religion, and who had exalted "free inquiry" — 
esp. as regards the O. T. — into a battle-flag. Criticism on Catholi- 
cism, and polemics, were now the strong point of Manichaeism, esp. 
in the West. It admitted the stumbling-blocks which the O. T. 
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presented to every thinker, and gave itself out as a Christianity 
without the O. T. Instead of the subtle Catholic theories about 
divine predestination and human freedom, and the difficult 
Theodicy, it offered an extremely simple conception of sin and 
goodness. It did not preach the doctrine of the incarnation, 
which was particularly repugnant to those who were passing 
from the ancient cults to the Universal Religion. In its rejection 
of this doctrine, it coincided with Neoplatonism. But while 
the latter, with all its attempts to accommodate itself at various 
points to Christianity, found no formula that would introduce 
into its midst the special veneration of Christ, the Western 
Manichaeans succeeded in giving their doctrine a Christian 
colouring. Of the Manichaean mythology all that became 
popular was the rigid physical dualism; its barbarous portions 
were prudently disguised as " mysteries '* ; nay, they were even 
frankly disavowed here and there by the adepts. The farther 
Manichaeism pushed into the West, the more Christian and 
philosophical it became; in Syria it kept itself comparatively 
pure. It found its most numerous adherents in North Africa, 
where it had secret followers even among the clergy; this may 
perhaps be explained by the Semitic origin of a part of the 
population. Augustine was an "Auditor" for nine years, while 
Faustus was at the time the most distinguished Manichaean 
teacher in the West. In his later writings against Manichaeism 
Augustine chiefly discusses the following problems: (i) the 
relations of knowledge and faith, reason and authority; (2) the 
nature of good and evil, and the origin of the latter; (3) the 
existence of free-will, and its relation to divine omnipotence; 
(4) the relation of evil in the world to the divine government. 
The Christian Byzantine and Roman Emperors from Valens 
onwards issued strict laws against the Manichaeans. But at 
first these bore little fruit. The "Auditores*' were difficult to 
detect, and really gave slight occasion for a persecution. In 
Rome itself the doctrine had a large following, especially among 
the scholars and professors, between A.D. 370 and 440, and 
it made its way among the mass of the people by means of a 
popular literature, in which even the Apostles played a promin- 
ent part ("Apocryphal Acts of the Apostles'*). Manichaeism 
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also experienced attempts at reform in the West ; but we know 
little about them. Leo the Great, in alliance with the civil 
power, was the first to adopt active measures against Mani- 
chaeism. Valentinian III. sentenced its adherents to banishment, 
Justinian made the penalty death. It seems to have been 
extinguished in North Africa by the persecution of the Vandals. 
It really died out nowhere else, either in the Byzantine Empire, 
or in the West; for it gave an impulse to the formation of 
new sects which were allied to it in the early part of the 
Middle Ages. If it has not been proved that the Spanish 
Priscillians had been already influenced by Manichaeism in the 
fourth century, still it is undoubted that the Paulicians and 
Bogomilians, as well as the Cathari, are to be traced back to 
it (and Marcionitism). Thus, if not the system of Mani the 
Persian, yet Manichaeism modified by Christianity accompanied t' 
the Catholic Church of the West on into the thirteenth century. 

Literature, — Beausobre, Hist, critique de Manichde et du 
Manicheisme, 2 vols. 1734 sq. Too great prominence is given 
in this work to the Christian elements in Manichaeism. Baur, 
Das manichaische Religionssystem, 1831. Manichaean specu- 
lation is here presented speculatively. Fliigel, Mani, 1862; an 
investigation based on the Fihrist. Kessler, Unters. z. Genesis 
des manich. Religionssystems, 1876; by the same author, 
"Mani, Manichaer** in the R.-Encykl. f. protest Theol. u. Kirche, 
2 Ed., Vol. IX., p. 223 — 259; the account given above is based 
in several of its expositions on this article. Kessler has since 
published a work, " Mani, Forschungen iiber die manich. Relig. 
Ein Beitrag z. vergleichenden Religionsgeschichte des Orients. 
L Bd. Voruntersuchungen und Quellen, 1889;** see on this 
the acute reviews of Rahlfs (Gott Gel. Anz. 1889, No. 23), 
Noldeke (Zeitschrift d. deutschen morgenl. Gesellsch. Vol. XLIIL, 
P- 535 ff-) ^"^d August Miiller (Theol. Lit.-Ztg., 1890, No. 4). 
The older accounts may be mentioned of Mosheim, Lardner, 
Walch, and Schrockh, as also the monograph of Trechsel, 
Ueber Kanon, Kritik und Exegese der Manichaer, 1832, and 
A. Newmann's Introductory Essay on the Manichaean heresy, 1887. 
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